THE 

HISTORY 

op 

AMERICAN SLAVERY AND METHODISM,) 

FROM i7«0 TO 18 49: 
AND HISTORY 

OF TH» 

WESLEYAN METHODIST CONNECTION 

OF AMERICA; 
IS TWO PARTS, 
WITH AN APPENDIX. 
By LUCroS C. MATLACK. 



PART FIRST. 

No. 5 SPRUCET' STREET, NEW YORK. 
1849. 



Entend according to Act of Congren, In Ux« year 1849, 
LUCIUS C. MATLACK, 
In tlie Clerk'i Oflce of the Diitriot Court of the United State* for tte 
Sottthem Dittriot of New York. 



INDEX 



TO PART SECOND. 



Cn*?. I.— Eftrh secessions in Ohio, SOI. Do. Now York, 808. Do. MicUgaa, 
r03. Western Jenii., 806. Prophecy of the C. Advocfcte aibout 
•ecesslon, 307. Withdrawal of O. Scott and other*, 808-317. 

Cbav. II.— The True Wesley anismed, 317. Foantain-»t. Chnrch, Providence, 
R. I., 813. Secession at T>«y, C, 330. Seneoa Falls, N. V. 
8^1. Fonnation of a church in Boston, Mass., lb. J.cyden, 
Mass., ib. Andorer Conrontion, 222. Formation of variooa 
churches brieHy noticed, 335. Lowell affairs reviewed, 35t7. 
Resolutiona of Wm. North, 838. Opposition of the Bishops 
thereto, 329. Preachers rejected, ib. Episcopal manifesto ex- 
cluding a whole church, 330. Formation of many other ch..rch«« 
noticed, 332. Call for a Convention to organize the wesleyaa 
Connection, ib. Proceedings, 333. Roll, 334. Peculiarities 
of Wesleyanism contrasted with the Episcopal Methodist 
economy. 83S. 

Chjl*. III.— Numlxirs when organized, 338. Pastoral address, 389.^4. Exo 
change with Reformed Methodist Churches provided for, 345. 

Cra>. rV.— Continued secessions, 346. Leeand Kingsly's discnssion, ib. Fint 
Wesley an Missionary Meeting, 347. First General Conference, 
348. Items of interest, 349. Pastoral Address 350, 3&4. 

tttJit. v.- Closing summary, 855. Education, ib. Christiai; Fellowship, 
S56. Missions, 858. Parent Societv oifanized, 159. Canada 
Mission, ib. Mission in North Carolina, 861. Statistics of 
1848, 362. Summary of proceedings in tiie General Confer- 
ence of 1848, ib. Resolution on the death of Orange Scott,ib. 
Concluding remarks. 



APPENDIX. 



CkWTBHTs.— General remarks.— Boston, Hallowell, and New Mailcet Coa- 
ventibns— Methodist Episcopal General Conference oS 
Exciting discussion on Anti-slevery Memorials— Bi«h<^ An- • * 
drcw's oue^Advie* of the Bishops— Plan of dirisioit— Action 
of the Bishops In Andrew's case— Southern Convention— 
Nortbetn MovenMOts skatehed— C«neral Cooftereuce ct the 
Mf £. ChuTOh of 184ft~-Maasnrw adoptod ia relation t* Htm 
. . CjbimtIi,'<9flUili»-4niialis«M. 



ir 



IHDZX. 



Caip Yll.— Origin of Zion's Watchman, 108. Cmo of proscription, 111. 
Abolitionist* shut out of New York pulpits, 113. 

Catf. yjIL—Oenerol Conference of 1836, 114. Roll of member, 116. Memo* 
rials against slavery, 117. Debate on Aboliuonism, 118. 
tack upon O. Scott, 141. His able vindication, 143. 

Cmr. IZ.— Pro alarsry action of the General Conference of 1838 roTiewed, 
IM. AboliUcm Memorial io the English Wesleyans, iss. Rer. 
Mr. Lord's compliment to O. Scott, 167. Mr. Scott's move- 
ments, 168. Abolitionism and revivals of religion, 1S9. Timo* 
thy Merritt's writing* on Uavery, 163 . Lynn Convention, 166. 
Argument on Conference rights, 166 . Bishop Hedding's viewt 
on the same, 169. Williamsburg Convention, 173. Letter 
from Vhtnop Waugh, 178. "Interests of Methodism," 174. 
Pow3r of Quarterly Conferenoesi by O. F. Cos, 176. 

Cbmt. Z.— Dismw'ion of slavery continued by Dr. Fisk, Jotham Horton, 
L'jther Lee, O. Scott and others, 176. Utloa Convention, 179. 
L. Lse ot the Canada Conference, 180. " Plan of pacificaUoxi," 
183. Lowell Convention, 184, Contest between Presiding 
Elder and Quarterly Meeting Conferences, 186. 

Osuv. ZI.— Brief sketch of Anti-slavery movements among the Methodists : 
In Michigan, 193, 198. Western New York, 194. Meadvilie and 
Philadelphia, Fa., 196, 197. Cazenovia Convention, 196. Action 
of the Michigan Conference, 1838,197. Oenesee Conference 
of 1889, 300. Luther Loe mobbed| 301. Abolition societies in 
Pa., 303. 

Cmt. ZII.— American Observer started, 306; Rumored proscription, 306. 

Committee on Slavery, 306. General Conference of 1840, ib. 
Anti^lavery petitions presented, 307. Rev. Mr. Bunting's pur • 
p6»6 ot non-fellowship, 308. New York Memorial, 209. Re- 
porton slavery,311,314. 0.8Cott<sspeechcomplimented,Sll. 
Bishop Hedding, versus the Nf £. Conference, 313. S. Com- 
fort's case and Colored testimony, 316. Bishop Soule's resoln- 
tioas,S17. Baltimore menrorial against I. A. Tews' resolution, 
318. Action on Conference rights, 331. Westmoreland petition, 
■lavholding no bkrrier to officejii&he church, 333. New York 
Convention 1840, 333. Convention at New Oardler, Ia.,33S. 
Extnots from £. Smith's I,ettei^^. 

€m»' ZOL— The. New £u«Und Christian Admste jmblishsd, 337. Neees- 
. . lii^ for it,8ae. A&tiUabvery MMsMry Society oiqganized, 380. 
jAntt^lsreiry Meeting sit All^aig-, . lb. CinotnuOi Conven* 
tie%ib^ PaIxDjrvB,^N^T.t9IS.«tiMtyt,B>. Ann Arbor, Mioh. 
ICM%i%^ UBpr«9ijMi«S apMtpUI«^^ 
Seriotu dinffeotion,ipaaIfi»«t4l^.t!i»cAwtdi bgr 1^ 
•OM thnragh the pren, 3S4-S. 



INDEX 



XtV ladiridaal pTotcriptions untmg the minLitrjr koA ItUj for abo. 
lition viowf and actioni. 

Caies of Geo. Storrt and S. Norrii, S89. O. Soott, 340. LaHojr 
Sanderlaivd. 045. Foetry to Biihop Soule, 353. L. O. Mat- 
lack, Ui* C. K. Trae, 253. J. Floy, D. D., iM. P. R. 
Brown, ib. D. Plamb, 361. J. S. Barris, 363. B. Preston, 363. 
O. Buckingham, 364. £. Robinson, 366. H. V. Degen, 367. 
W. M. Sullivan, 369, J. Watson, 270. Edward Smith, 373. 
M. Bates, 381. Dennis Harris, 368. P. R. Sawyer, 3S^ B, 
M. Smith and R. M. Hagerman, 393 . E . Goodwin, 3M. J. (X 
l)0(r,ib. 



INDEX 

TO PART FIRST. 



IllTKODUOTlOir, 7. 

Cbav. I. — Oen«ral remarkt, 9. Amerioan Slaveiy defined, IC. Dates of 
the fint Conferencei, 11. Freeborn Oarrettiou'a experience, 
13. Extract* from Aibury'i Journal, ib. Anti-slavery action 
of 1780, >83, >84, and >8fi, 14. Mobbing of Dr. Coke, 17. Sec- 
tion on Slavery,' 19. Davis' letter to Dr. Fisk, 20. Coke 
tnd Asbniy's note on slavery, SI. Origin of Slavery in the 
church, 33. 

Catr. II. — Change of regulations against slavery, 37. Testimony of the 
Bishops, S4. Dr. Durbin's statement, 87. 

CuAf. lU. — "Pastoral letter') of 1835, S9. Bishop £mcr/'s course the 
N. H. Conf. of 1835, 40. Rejected Resolutions, 41. Advice 
"wholly to refrain," 43. Bishop Hedding's course In New 
England, 44, 6S, 60. Correspondence with Bishop Wangh at 
Nantucket, 1837, 46. " Golden Rule argument," 67. Action 
of the Oeoigia Conference for slavery, 63 . Tho New England 
Confei-ence not allowed to say slaveholding was a sin in 1843, 
68. 

Oba>. nr. — ^Pro4laTery acUonof Annual and General Conferencef., 05. Ap- 
peal thereto by Judge Lewis, 73. Address of the English 
Wesleyans, 74. Argument from the Constitution, 77. Re- 
sponsibility of the Methodists for slavery in Vii^pnia, 78. Re- 
ply to the Wesleyans of England, 79. Action of the Oenenl 
Conference of 1840 in fkvor of slavery, 81. 

Cauup. Y.— Sentiments of distinguished Methodist ministers in favor of sla- 
very, 84. Instance of a slaveholding Presiding Elder at the 
North, 80. 

Cu*». VI-'ABti-drrcry aomunta skttehed, 98. Dabnt of Orsnga Boott 
ftt Bpitoa, 101. Oppoaition of Dr. Fisk to AbolitionistB, 109. 
Attack on O«oig«Stomtluoaghtlii*pi«n,10S'. AcivQiwo** 
««sti«a againct him d«fett«id, 108. 



INTRODUCTION. 



Ths subject presented in this volume, is, the connection of Slavery 
with, and its influence upon, the Methodist Episcopal Church of tho 
United States. This denomination was the largest in the country, bat 
the anti-slavery agitation, has resulted in its dismetuberment, and the 
organization of other religious bodies, one of which embraces about half 
its former strength. 

A narrative of facts is here given, embracing the early introduction of 
slavery into the church-— its successive innovations — the efforts of abo- 
litionists to oppose its inroads — the opposition to those efforts, by the 
high and low judicatories, and individual authorities of the church-— 
with the results, followicg the agitation, produced by those who labored 
to promote the cause of emancipation. 

The narrative will be extended to the year 1842, with a full detail of 
the facts relating to slavery, and its connection with the church. After 
that period, a general statement only, of the most important facts will be 
given, yet so as to present a correct view of the whole subject. 

The character and design of this part of the volume, is now fully be- 
fore the reader. The fi^d of observation therein presented, abounds 
with objects of interest That attention has been directed to them in the 
best manner, is not afiQrmed. The volume such as it is, is submitted to 
the public. The merit to be attached to the work will not be enhanced 
by any commendata remarks from the author. 

It is however a satisfaction to him to be able to furnish the following 
commendation from the late General Conference of the Weskyan Con- 
nection. 

" Your Committee, to whom was referred the mannacript of the ' History of Ameri. 
can Slavery and Methodinn,' have reviewed the work but partially ; but ■uficient 
to recommend the work favorably to this Conference ; believing H to be an intarect- 
ing and important sketch of the rise, progrew, and retulta, of atv':tionifln in the M. 
£• Church. "We are not, however, in favor of its purchase by the Book Concern, 
under its present embarrasamenta, but should Bro. Matlaok pabU Jh it on his own re- 
sponsibility, we give him this assuranoe, thrt we will iu its circulation." 

P. M. WAT, 
8. 8PIUOITE, 

Nsw-T«BX Ct^t Oet «. A. M. UAMlltt- 

mLo^f; vravr, 

ASA WAlAfiN. 



AMERICAN SLAVERY AND METHODISM. 



CHAPTER I. 

QKNEBAL EKMaKKS — AMERICAN 8LAVBEY DEFINED — OPINIOMS AND 
ACTIONS OF TH£ imHODlSIS TN KAULT msXS. 

Thb liistoiy of American Slavery is the history of robbery and 
'wrong; a series of outrages npon the rights of man, in defiance 
of God. ' Every page of its ioiqaitoos record is stained viith bbod. 
Following this monster of inic^idty far ages past, there has l>edn 
heajxt the deep-toned Inuttcrings of pent-up 'wrath, and the dismal 
echo of anguish, extorted from bleeding men, broken-hearted women, 
and worse than orphan children. MilHoDs who in slavery pine, are 
crying for delivenmce. Their ciy may be unheeded by flie merci- 
less oppressor, but it has entered the ear of the Almighty. " Vertr 
geance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord.''^ " / hxwe heard 
their cry. I know their soirows." " ImU come dawn and d&- 
liver tJiem.^' 

The obstacles in the my of their deUveiance, arise from two 
sources — the rigorous enactments of civil legislation, and the love 
of domination whicb pervades moelt of the eodeaastioal bodies of 
the land. The latter have power to control and refonn the action 
of the former, if their power was directed to this restdt, by a fidtibh 
M enforcement of the principles of righteousness and tmth. But 
their course on tiie question of deJiivering the capixve, and opening 
the prison doors to tibem that are bound, indicates a finrgetftdness 
of the uDtjunotion : " Semember those who are iti honde as bovnd 
with them." It gives evidence, farther, of a 'serious deliaquenoy 
tiiat is fetal to their claim to Christian character. For, it ib atffoS- 
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ioantly inquired in the sacred volume, " How dwelleih the love of 
God in him" "who shutteth up the howch of compassion from 
his brother in need? " And who are more needy than the poor 

^^^^ purification of the professed Christian church, ^n, are 
we to look, as the first efficient step in the work of reform. How 
this may best be aocomplished, can be more readily ascertained by 
considering, in tie first place, the character of the connection be- 
tween it and slavery. True to the desdgn of tha work now in hand, 
the attention of the reader is only solicited to a narrative of the 
ooanmenoeD^t, c^iitiiiuaiiLce and consequences of the comiection 
between the Metiiodist Episcopal Oliurch and American Slavery ! 

And what is American slavery ? It is the condition of those of 
our specie^ who aro held and treated in this country as property. 
3ja,3Qtit|i Carolina, they are thus described : , 

Sla^ee shidl be deemed, sold, takep, reputed ai|d adjudged in 
Ixw to be chattels, personal, in the hands of their ovmers otMpos- 
sfitsffTi^ and their ex^utors,, administrators, and assigns, to aUin- 
tents^ coruttiictiom and purposes w 

Th& I^w of Looiaaaaa de(^^ 

A slave is one viko is in the jaower of the master to whom he 
belongs. The mastor ^oay sdl htm, dispose of Ms person, his inr 
dv^ry and labor ; he can do mthinff, possess nothing, nor acquire 
a^^infff but what miist belong, to his master J* 

An act of the State of Maryland declares slaves to he property, 
m theae wordis : 

*^ ]^ cstse the personal property of a, ward shall comast of specific 
articles. saoh a^ &£Ayss, wokkinq B£asts, akimals of any kind, 
stppi^ fimu^tsjce, pkt^, boo^. &o., the court, if it shall deem it ad- 
vwitjKeous ^» tiie ward, may, at any time, pass an order for the 
e^tfiereof." 

4^ |«t of the State of Lonisdaiui dechii:ei3 : 

" fiBfeyes shall always be reputed and c6n^dered real estate; 
shall tie, as such, eai^e^ to be mortgaged, according to the rules 
liri^tSrilfed %W,^Wd they E^iaE a&real estate.'' 

jl^^^eit ap|)ears, tlat the di^guishing principle of slavery is 
this : slaves are not to be ranked among rational, immortal'beingr, 
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bat they are to bo considered, held and treated as things, as arti- 
^ies of property. 

Nothing farther is necessary, to giv^ a full description of the 
enormity of itbat system oi which John Wesley sp£^e almost with 
his dying ])reath, when he declared " Ahkbio^ sIiAVB&t shb 

VHiEST IHAT 3EVKR SAW IHB BUN." 

In view of this opinion, we should expeist to find th© pdoplfrof 
which John Wesley was the fbtmder, among the first opponents of 
~the s^^vd, and uncompionmong in their hostility to it. And such 
was the fiwt. 

Wedeyan Mediodism was iniatidnced into coontrf ia the 
yetur 176t5, by a small nmnber of pious emigrants &om Ireland, 
t^o were members of a Methodist society in their own land. The 
first preachers sent over ficpm Sngland by Mr. Wesley's authority, 
were Bichard Boardman and Joseph Pihnoor. They arrived Otv 
tober 24, 1769. The firs& Gonferenoe held, was in the year 1778, 
Jtdy 4, at Philadelphia. ' In May of the two years fdllbwing, the 
Annual Conference was held, at the same place. The Mlowing 
year it was held at Baltimoce. In 1777, the Oonforettce met in 
Hartford County, Maryland, and in 1778 at Le«^mng, Vr. Btiiv 
ing the year 1779, two CbnferenoM were Held, the one in Virginia, 
the other in Maryland j but the quesfion of slavery is not noticed 
ui the minutes of either of these several sessions. 

But what their sendmenta were, may be known £rora the oourse 
pumod by individual ministers — the subsequent action of -liie Con> 
ferenoe— and the wel^ known opinions of Francis Asbubt, whois 
called the Apostle of American Methodism. 

Of the many individual instances among Methodist preachers of 
direct testimony against slavery, by emandpating the dayes in their 
possesion, the foUowing case is selected. 

FBKBpoftir G-ABBXTSON was ono of the earliest Me&odist pleach' 
ers, and the companion of ASbuiy> He eid^ied the travelling 
ministry in 1776. During the previous year his mind was djfteply 
exercised on religious matters. The foHowing eztaact £rom his 
Life by Nathan Bangs, D. D., will show how he was relieved 
from his iaentd dist^ss, and what were his ppioionefof sbrVery : 
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"I Mose fcajn the earth, and advancing towaxds the house in 
deep thought, I came to this conclusion, that I would exclude my- 
eelf fipom the society of men, and live in a cell upon bread and 
water, mourning out my d!b.y^ for having grieved my Lord. I 
went into my room and sat inline position till nine o'clock. I 
^n threw myself on the iDed, and slept till nioming. Although 
it was the Lord's day, I did not intend to go to any place of wor- 
ship J neither did I deare to see any person, but wished to pass my 
time away in total solitude. I continued reading the Bible till 
eight, and then, under a sense of duty, called the family together 
for prayer. As I stood with a book in my hand, in the act of giv- 
ing out a hymn, this thought powerfully strack my mind ; ' It is 
not nsdii fcr you to keep your fellow creatures in bondage ; you 
myst let the oppressed go free.' I knew it was that same blessed 
voice whicli had spoken to me before — ^tiU then, I had never su» 
pected that the practice of slave-keeping was wrong ; I had not 
read a book on the subject, nor been told so by any — I paused a 
minute, and then replied, ' Lord, the oppressed shall go free.' 
And I was as clear of them in my mind, as If I had never owned 
one. I told them they did not belong to me, and that I did not 
desire their services without making them a compensation : I was 
now at liberty to proceed in worship. After sin^g, I kneeled to 
pray. Had I the tongue of an angel, I could not fully describe 
what I felt : all my dejection, and that melancholy gloom which 
preyed upon me, vanished m a moment a divine sweetness ran 
through my whole frame. It was God, not man, that taught me 
the impropriety of holding slaves : and I shall never be able to 
praise him enough for it. My very heart hos bled, since that, for 
slaveholders, especially those who make a profession of religion ; 
&r I believe it to be a crying sin." 

To this may bo added the testimony of Bishop Asbury, extracted 
from his Journals, under the dates affixed to each paragraph. 

" 1776. After preaching at the Point, I met the class and 
then the black people, some of whose unhappy masters forbid their 
coming for religious instruction. How will the sons of oppression 
answer for their conduct, when the great Proprietor of tdl sliall 
call them to account I — Vol. 1, p. 289. 

"1780. Spoke to some select friends about slave-keeping, but 
tbey &sfxM riot bear it ; this I know, God will plead the cause of 
the oppressed, though it gives oflfence to say ^ here. O Lord, 
banish' the memsAJj spirit of stAVEEt from thy dear Zion. 

" Lord, help thy people ; there are many tEngs which aro pain- 
ful to me, but cannot yet be removed, especially slave-keepmg and 
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its attendant circumstances. The Lord will certainly hear the crie.i 
of the oppressed, naked, starving creatures. 0, my God ! think 
on this land. Amen. — lb. p. 293. 

" I am giieved to see slavery and the manner of keeping those 
poor people. 

" 1783. We all agreed (at the Virginia Conference) in the 
spirit of African liberty, and strong testimonies were borne in ita 
favor at onr love-feast. — Ik pp. 295, 356. 

" I pity the poor slaves. 0 that God would look down in 
mercy and take meir cause in hand. — Ih. p, 875. 

" 1785. At the Virginia Conference he says : — I found the 
minds of the people greatly a^tated with our rules agamst slavery, 
and a proposed petition to the general assembly for the emancipa- 
tion of the blacks. Col. and Br. Coke disputed on the sub- 
ject, and the Colonel used some threats ; next day brother 0 'Kelly 
let fly at them, and they were made angry enough ; we, however, 
came off with whole bones. — Ih. jp. 384. 

'* We waited on General Washington, who received us very po- 
litely, and gave us his opinion a^dnat slavery. — Th. p. 385. 

" 1787. Rode to Brother Johnson's. Without the kbor of 
slaves, he manages to have abundance for man and beast. — Vol. 2, 
p. 11. ' , 

" 1788. Virginia. — Other persuaaons are less supine ; and their 
ministers boldly preach agauist the freedom of slaves. Our brother 
Everett, with no less zeal and boldness, cries aloud for liberty and 
emancipation. ■• , 

*' 1798. My mind is much pained. 01 to be dependent on 
slaveholders is in part to bo a slave, and I was free bom. I am 
brought to conclude that slavery will exist in' Virginia perhaps for 
ages; there is not a sufficient sense of religion nor liberty to de- 
stroy it. I judge, in after ages, it will be so that poor men and 
free xom will not live among slaveholders, but will go to new lands ; 
they only who are concerned in and dependent on them, will stay 
in old Virginia. 

" On Saturday I had a close conversation vrfth some of our local 
ministry. "We were happy to find seven out of ten were not in tho 
spirit or pradioe of slavery. 

" I assisted Philip Sanaa to draw up an agreement for bur officiaiy 
to sign against siaveiy. Thus we may know the real sentiiients of 
our local preachers. It appe^irtj to me, that we can nwer jvlbf 
reform the people, until we reform the preachers — and tiiat hitfr 
erto, except purghig the travelling connection, we have been work- 
ing at the wrong end. But, if it be lawM for local preachers to 
hold slaves, then it is la\rful for travelling preachers also ; and they 
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maY " 'oep plantations and overseers upon their quarters ; but this 
rq>rr>a€h of inconsistency must be rolled away. 

* South Carolina, 1801. . A Solomon Reeves let me know that 
he hud se^n the Address signed hy me ; and was quite confident 
there were no arguments to prove that slavery was repughant to the 
spirit of the gospel ! — ^Wbat absurdities will not men defend ! if 
the gospel will tolerate ^slavery, what will it 'not authorize ? I am 
strangely mistaken if this said Mr. Reeves has more grace than is 
necessary, or more of Solomon than the name. — Tb. p. 15. 

" Joseph Ballard and his wife axe gone to rest. John Pierry, a 
pious soul, is also gone to his reward. Neither he nor Ballard 
were likveholdCTs, HjuI, happy souls ? — lb. p. IS. 

*J 1810. We have luu:d labor and sufFeriag. I do not dare to 
complain, when I see the wretched fate of the poor Africans in 
slaveiy.^iJ. ». 300. 

" 1814. Georgia. — Away with the false cant, that the better 
you use the negroes, the worse they will use you ! Make them 
good ; then, tetwh them the fear of Gud, and learn to fear Him 
your6elvf,s,,ye masters I I understand not the doctrine of cruelty. 
As soon as mQ poor Africans see me, they spring with life to the 
boat, and make a heavy Sat skim along like a ught canoe ; poor 
starved souls — God will judge I — lb. p. 376. 

At the ConfiBrenee of 1780, the fbllowmg action was had on the 
subject of slaveiy. It is in the primitive Wedeyan fbrm of ques- 
tions and answers : — , 

" QnMtton 16. — Onght not this Conference to require those travelling 
preachers who hold slaveB to give promises to set them free ? 
" Arutser. — Yes. 

" Qnutum 17. — Does this Conference acknowledge that slartry is 
contrary to the laws of God, man and nature, and nurtfiii to society ; 
contrary to the dictates of conscience and pure religion, and doing that 
whieh we would not others should do to us and ours ? Do we pass our 
disapprobation on all our friends who keep slaves, and advise their 
freedom 

♦« AnsvBar.—Yea." 

The following role was adopted in 1783 respecting skveholdmg : 
*' Question. — What shall be done with our local preachers who hold 

slaves contrary to the laws which authorize their freedom in any of the 

United States ? 

««^jU«w.— We will try them another year. In the mean time let 
every assistant deal faithfully and plunly with every one, and report to 
the next Ccuference. It may then be necessary to suspend them." 

Iji 1784, it was determined by a resolution of the Conference to 
execute these rcle^'on slavery, except (I) in Virguaa. AH buying 
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and selling of slaves, efscept to free them, was forbidden. They 
declared that if " Any hought with nb other deagn than to hold 
them aa slaves, and had been previonsiy warned, they shall be 
expelled, and permitted to sell on no consideratidn.'- 

Of local preachers who refused to manumit their glavoa, where 
the laws adniitted it, they said, " Try those in Virginia another 
year, Eind saspend the preachers ia Maryland, Delaware, Pennjjyl- 
vania and New Jersey." And travelling preachers every where, 
who refused to emancipate, they would " employ them no more." 

Besides the above, the following questions and answers form a 
part of the proceedings, and were printed in the first book of Dis- 
cipline : — 

" Question 42.-^ Whet methods can toe takt; to extirpate slavery f 

" Aneteer.—We t^xc deeply conactogu of the impropriety of mctking 
new terms of coramunton for a religious society already established, 
except on the most pressing ocOasicn ; and inch we esteem the practice 
of holding oar fellow creatures in slavery. We view it as ooatrary to 
the golden law of God, on which hang all the law and the proplieta ; 
and the nnalienable rights of mankind, as well de every principle of the 
Rerolution, to hold in the deepest abasement, in a more abject slavery 
than is, perhaps, to be found in any part of the world, ezcdpt America, 
so many souls that ake all capable of the image of God. 

« We therefore think it our most bounden duty to take immediately 
some effectual method to extirp&te this abomination "from among us } 
and for that purpose we add the following to the rules of our BO«ie^, 
Vii. : — 

" 1. Every member of our society who has slave* in his pofsseasi^n, 
uhall, within twelve mouths after notice given to him by the Assistant, 
(which notice the AsBistants are required immediately and without de* 
lay to give in their respective circatts,) legally execute and record ••h 
instrument, whereby he emancipates and sets free, every slave in Bia 
possession — ^those between the ages of 25 and 45 immediately, or in 
$ve years; if between SO ard 25, within ten years ; if undet 20, at the 
age of 25 at farthest ; and every in&nt born in alavery after the tabove 
mentioned mles are complied with, immediately on its birth. 

2. Every Assistant shall keep a journal, in which he shall regularly 
minut6 ^own the hamea and ages of all tb« slaves belongiug t<> all the 

'masters in his respective circuit ; and .also the datis of every inatroment 
executed and recorded for the manunussion of the aUves, with 
name of the court, book and fplio in which the said instruments re> 
spectively have been recorded ; which journal shall be handad'd^iwn in 
each circuit to the succeeding Aseistants. 

3. In emsideratiou that these rules form a new term of oeamnn- 
nion, every person eoneemed, who will not comply with theitei idudl 
have liberty quietly to withdraw himself from our society, within the 
twelve months auqceedin^ the nptioe given as aforesaid, otherwise the 
Assiatant shall exclude htm in the society. 
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"4. No peraon so voluntarily withdrawn or so excluded, ahsll ever 
partake of the Supper of the Lord with the Methodists^ till he com|lies 
with the above reqniaitiods. 

5. No person holding slaves shall in future be admitted into uo- 
ciety, or to tlie Lord's Supper, till he previously comply with these 
rules concerning slavery. , 
^ **N. B. These rules are to affect the members of our society no far- 
ther than OB they are consistent with the laws of the States in which 
they reside. 

And respeoting our friends in Virginia that are concerned, and 
after due consideration of their peculiar circumstances, we allow them 
two yeats from the notice g^ven, to consider the expediency of com- 
pliance or non-compliance with these rules. 

" Question 43.- -What shall be don* toUh tkogc who buy or sell slaves, 
or fpvt them atBay? 

Answer. — They are iihmediately to be expelled, unless they buy 
them on purpose to free them." 

This minato ca slavery is feond in the " History of the JHsci- 
pline,*' by !Robcrt Ikuory, published in 1844 at the M- £)piscopal 
Book Boom, Ilew York, — ^&om which the previous &cts respecting 
the Discipline have aU been gathered. 

Daiuel DeYinne, of the Jfew York Conference, ia relation to 
the above,. wrote as follows in Zion's Watchman of 1842 :— 

" Jtr, liCe, the southern historian, says : — ' These rules gave 
genei^ offence, and were found to be of difficult execution.' — 
Bishop Asbury, Jour. voL I., p. 384, writes in Vir^nia, * I found 
the minds of our people greatly a^tated with our rules against 
slavery, and a proposed petition to the Gleneral Assembly for the 

emancipation of the blacks. Col. and Dr. Coke dy«puted on 

the subject, and the Col. used some threats ; next day, brother 
O'KeUy let fly at them, and tJiey were angry enou^ ; we, how- 
ever, came off with whole bones, and our busioess in Conference 
was finished in peace.' In this way our fitthers opposed slavery, 
iot by quoting scripture to support its * rightful cjdstence,' or to 
justify i» by t^e Grolden Rule, ' under certain circumstances,' nor 
yet, by * wholk refraining from it ' while it; was annulUng maiv 
riage and the Sabbath, and spreading moral > pollution and desolar 
tion Over the church and nation. Presenting petitions and preach- 
mg aeeonst slavenr, at that day, did not disturb the church, for the 
' Coitterence finished their bumess in peace.* The Eomple truth 
is, tlie slave power had not thon ^ined the, ascendsQcy in the 
i^nDUKli. The church vtras disturbed because a few slaveholders 
had bhraght this crying evil into her border, but she was not dis- 
turbed inlier council by vigoiotis meaJas used for its extiipatiou. 
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" At the Virginia Conference in 1785, several petitioniei were pro- 
seated by some of the pincipal membera, urging the saspenaott of 
the rulea-on slavery ; W I>r. Coke the Conference brought 
aSSears to t'lis issue :•; — 

'* ' That unless the rule against slavery vrere peroiitted to operate, 
preaching should be withdrawn fh>iQ those drcuite and jdaoes in 
which it was too obnoxious to be suSfered.' 

" This dedsive course settled the affidr, and the preachers were 
appointed and the rules enfi»oed. This ooarse; however, was soon 
changed, but it showed thatwherever energy was put forth against 
slavery it has yielded, like other evils." 

Six months 9!fle>T these rules were adopted, it was thought ne- 
cessary to suspend them for a time, by the Co(nferenoe at Baltimore. 
The course pursued by Dr. Coke at the Virginia Conference; was 
not suBt^ed by the action of the body meetmg in Baltimore. The 
Virgmia Conference was a convenience merely, and not endowed 
with power to make or alter particular roles. So says Mr- Jesse 
Lee. 

In the Amiual Minutes ftnr 1785, the following note was in- 
serted: — 

*' It ia reeominended to all oar brethren to >oapend the eseoati^Q of 
tbe minute on SUrery^ tiU the deliberations ofajviure Coifference; and 
th&t an «qaal space of time be allowed a!i our members for eonaidera- 
Uon, when the minate shall be' pot in force." 

This yielding was yet accompanied by the followmg Bpuited 
declaration : — 

(' N. B. We do hold in the deepest abhorrence the practice of Sla- 
very, and shall not cease to seek its destraition, by aU wise and pru- 
dent means." 

A specimen of the means made use of is ^ven in Mr. Drew's 
,4fe of Dr. Coke, page 138. He says : — 

" Hitherto, while Dr. Coke had pieserved a profound sleiwe on 
dh» subject of negro slavery, all were pleased, aiHi h& was ^permitted 
to go on his vniy in peace. But, no sooner did he Ixfb xxp his vmce 
agunst the injustice of the traffic, than it became tibe a^asl for tha 
<9ommdnoement of hostilities agtonst him. In the province of Viic- 
mim, while preaching, in a barn, on Sunday the 9tii of April, 
I7S5; he took bccmon to introduce the subject of sUverr, andex- 
Itatiated on its injustice in terms that were not caleulated. to flatter 
fib anditors. Many wwe |srovoked to hear those truths whidi. 
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(t<m tl^ir ewrUasii in&aoj, tibej had }mu taught to fAi&&, aad 
whiuoh ^«)ir interest still iastiraeted them to conceal. A emaii 
pEiil^t th^;refiM?ei withdrew £rom tho iwuse and fonned a .combina- 
tion to offer hun some personal violence as soon as he came ont. 
To persevere vx this ri^atjfHi they were stimulaliec^ by a lady, 



politeness or hnmanity. This lady informed the enraged mob that 
^ wpold dive them fifty pounds in case they wotdd seize the 
paneaciher aad^veb^ one hundred laahes. On leamg 1^ house, 
Dr^ C^okQ was Instantly surrounded by a ferocious jparty, who be- 
gan ^dth threats, and proceeded to put these threats mto execution. 
A aagistiate, however, who was present, opposed the violence 
which tiiey menaced, by seizing, one Who appeared anxious to be 
Aranioflt^ Anotlffir who seemed to have more strength, as he ev> 
deptly had jofxre zeal and courage than religion, jvas preparing to 
repel the assa^ants by ^ying them battle. This gentleman was a 
nmittury officer, and sustaii)edihe rank of Oolonel. Their united 
influence had a most powerful effitct. The most cotdrageous began 
to he aibadied, and matk^of timidify were sem in all. They 
therefore gave vent to their rage in idle threats, and suffered the 
object of ^ir vengeance to escape without further mcdestation. 
But rage and hostility were not the oidy effects produced by this dis- 
course. Tha magistrate who had espoused the cause of Dr. Coke, 
begia to view the subject in a more serious Ught ; and to show that 



The report of hb conduct extended the benefit still farther, and in- 
duced another to follow his laudable example, and to emancipate 
ei^t slaves. And the united example of both, induced another 
to emancipate one. These efi^cts were instantaneously visible ; 
but to what extent this faithful, but sharp reproof operated in 
seixreit, we »ust not expect fully to know till we enter into the 
world of spirits." 

At this time, the O^mferenoe and Br. Coke were engaged in a 
most splendid enterprise. They, however, met with the most pow- 
erful oppofdtion and discouragements, yet, in Dr. Coke's Lifis, 
page 1^, JMbr. Drew again writes : 

-'^iFhe injustioe of negro slavery, nevertheless, still occupied Ids 
ihon^ite, and iA a yearly Conference which was held in tms Btate 
while be ym present, a petition was drawn u-^ an<l jHresaxted to the 
Leg^ueilaiave aspembly of North Oarohna, praying* <iiem to pass an act 
that in a land which boasted of its indepeaue;ioe, the slavehoMens 
dioald at least be permitted to emanci^te thek slaves, if ihsj 
Aamai it expedient. The petition was signed 1^ the ConfiumoQ, 
sod Baagimie hope? were entertained of ite ultimate success, as tto 





incipated fifteen slaves. 
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governor was favorable to the ineaaure, and had agnified his oliinion 
to Mr. Asbuiy on a former occasion. But this was not the only 
Stuie in which interest was found to be too strong for the dietates 
of humanity and justice. On repairing from Worth Carolina to 
tlie State of Virginia, in which the laws permit the ©manci^taon of 
the slaves, Dr. Coke again appealed to the dealers of flesh and 
blood.' 

"At the Virginia Conference, a petition was drawn up, {nraying 
the Le^ature to pass an act finr the immediate or gradum ejaoiaitlci- 
pation of the slaves, and a co|jy of it was given to each pretoher on 
his circuit to present for ^ignattires. Umij pronunent mem were 
in its favor, and sanguine hopes were entertained of its saec^." 

AlthoT^ the roles of 1784 were suq)ended in 1785, and nerer 
again restored, yet k 1796 the following section was introduced, 
with the , exception of the 2d and 6th answers, wluoh were intro- 
duced in 1800. 

^osT. What regulations shall h« made for the exta^tio» «f 
the ciy Qvil of A&ieaa slavery ? 
<' Aii«. 1. We declare that we are more than ever convinced of tJie 

Sreat evil of African slavery, wi>ioh still exists in these United States, iuid 
o most earnestly recommend to the Yeariv ConfereBce«,Q.uarterIy Meet- 
ings, and to those who have the oversight of Districts and CircoitM, to 
be exceedingly cantioas what persons uey admit to official stations in 
otir chnreh; and in the case of future admission to official stations, to 
reqjilre such security of those who hold slaves, for the ejiuncipatipn of 
them, immediately, or gradually, as the laws of the States respectively, 
and the oireumstsnees of the case will admit ; and we cb> folly anthotize 
all the Yearly Conferences to ma^ke whatever regnlatious they 
proper, in the present case, respecting the admission of perilous to om- 
cial stations in our church. 

" 2. When any travelling preacher becomes an owner of a slave, or 
slaves, by atty means, he shall forfeit his ministerial character hi our 
ohunh, unless he executes, if it be practicable, a legal einaaicipation 
of such daves, conformably to the lawfl of the State in which he lives. 

*' 3. No slaveholder tihaU be received into society tiU the preacher who 
has the ove^i^ht of the Circuit, has spoken to him freely and faithfoHy 
upon the subject of slavery. 

*'4. Bvety ttember of the society who edie a slave, shall imn^diately, 
after fall proof, be excludftd firom the society ; tad if any member 6£ <rar 
soeieljir purchase a Blave^-tbe ensuine Quarterly Meeting shall deter- 
mine on the number of years in Which Ul^e slave so purchased would 
work oUt the prite mk puivhaie. And the person so pnrehaeihg, 
shall immediately after such determination, execute a legal instrument 
fat the maniimiwion of tnu^ iklave st thef ezpi«aiio$ii of ^ tenu' deter- 
jnined by tibe Quarterly If eetin^. And m default of lus exeRutig^ stueli 
instrument of nuuiumiaaion, or o^n his refusal to submit hui «6k to the 
ju^^meUt of the Quarterly Meeting, such member »hali be excutded 
from the sdciety. IProvided atso, that in ^e cade of a f^ale etaVe, it 
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shall be inserted in the aforesaid instrument of inanumiBsion, that alS 
her children who sh^U be born during the years of her servitude, shall 
be free at the following times, namely : — every female child at the aga 
of twenty-one, and every male child at the age" of twenty-Jive. Never 
thelesa, if the member of our society, executing the said instrument of 
manumission, judge it proper, he may fix the times of manumisi^ion of 
the female slaves before-mentioned, at an earlier age than that which 
IB prescribed above. 

" 5. The preachers and other members of our society, are requested to 
consider the subject of negro slavery with deep attention ; and that they 
impart to tkp General Conference, through the medium of ihe yearly 
conferences, or otherudse, any important thoughts vrton the subject, that 
the Conference may have full light in order to take fuither steps toward 
the eradicating this knoumous evil from that part of the Church of 
God to which they are connected, 

6'. The Annual Conferences are directed to draw up addresses for 
the gradual emancipation of the slaves, to the legislatures of those 
States in which no general laws have been passed for that purpose. 
These addresses shall urge, m the most respectful, but pointed manner, 
the necessity of a law for the gradual emancipation of the slaves; 
proper committees shall be appointed by the Annual Conferences, out 
of the most respectable of our friends, for the conducting of the busi- 
ness : and the presiding elders, elders, deacons, and travelling preach- 
ers, shall procure as many proper signatures as possible to the ad- 
dresses, and give all the assistance in their power, in every respect, to 
aid the committees, and to further this blessed undertaking. Let this 
BR cubt:h>jt:d from year to year till the desired end be accom- 

FLI8HEO." 

And, that these provisions were complied with, is proven by the 
testimony of Mr. Samuel Davis, of New York city, who joined the 
Church in 1789, and resided in the Slave States until 1826. In a 
letter to Dr. Fisk, published in Zion's Watchman, dated April 8, 
1838, he says : 

" I know it was required of all those who joined our Church, in 
our district, in those early days of Methodism, that they should ex- 
ecute an instrument of emancipation of all the slaves in their pos- 
session, which they had inherited according to their respective ages 
and circumstances ; and if any member had bought, or should buy, 
for their own use, any slave, a committee was appointed to deter- 
mine how long the slave ^ould serve, and tms committee was 
regulated in its estimates, by the age, health, and cost of the slave ; 
after which none of those thus emancipated were considered by us 
as slaves." 

" So UTuversally were these rules attended to, that I never knew 
but one single instance of any member's neglecting them, and that 
was my next neighbor, at whose house odr presiding elder called, 
in the year 1792, on business, with a preacher who was then sta- 



HISTORY OF AMEEICAN SLAVERY AND METHODISM. 



21 



tioned there. When the presiding elder was ahout to retire, the 
gentleman of the house invited him to stay to dinner, saying, ' it 
was almost ready.' The reply was, ' I never eat a jneal in a 
Methodist slaveholder's house, if I know it,' and he immediately 
left him. I have heard Bishop .^bury, and many of the early 
preachers, preach pointedly against slavery. At our Quarterly 
Meetings, where hundreds of slaveholders were present with their 
slaves, I have repeatedly heard some of our preachers condemn the 
PRACTICE of slavery, as a vile sin against Gtod, morallj/, soeiaUy, 
and politically WRONG ; no one intemipting or molesting the 
man of God. And / have no doubt had all our ministers done 
their duty, there would not have been a slave left in this cofintry 
twenty years ago. For I know, that about that time and a few 
years previous, there were hundreds of slaves set free by the mem- 
bers of the Methodist E. Church." 

Jn 1796, notes on the Discipline were prepared and published 
at the request of the General Conference. These notes were 
sar ctioned by the same body, in 1800. From a copy now before 
the writer, the note on the General Rule on Slavery is now copied. 

" The buying and Belling tlie souIb and bodies of men (for what ia 
the body without the soul but a dead mass- ?^ is a complicated crime. 
It was, indeed, in some measure, overlooked m the Jews, by reason of 
the wonderful hardness of their hearts, as was the keeping of coocu- 
hires and divorcing of wives at pleasure } but is totally opposite to the 
whnlc spirit of the Gospel. It has an imme^-ate tendency to fill Uie 
mind with pride and tyranny, and is frequf ' productive of almost 
every act of lust and cruelty which can dit^ . the human species. 
Even the moral philosopher will candidly coritess, tliat if there be a 
God, every perfection he possesses must be opposed to a practice so 
contrary to every moral idea which can influence the human mind. 

T. Coke, 
F. AsBrKY." 

Thus we have before us the primitive character of American 
Methodism ; the undisguised sentiments of the first and best men 
in the Church ; and the measures which they deemed " wise and 
prudent " in seeking its destruction. Those measures were pri- 
vate and public diaeiisaon ; bold denunciation from the pulpit ; 
Conference action ; Church discipline, and finally, an appeal to the 
civU power, or in other words, political! action I 

In concluding this chapter, it may be well to give the following 
sumnary of facts, furnished in a series of communications in Zion's 
Watchman, in 1842, and also in Zion's Herald, in 1844, fcom 
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Daniel De Vinne, a worthy member of the New York Annual Con- 
ference of the M. E. Church. 

As an introduction to these foots, it may be proper to observe, 
that the remarks already submitted, show that slavery had become 
coimected with the Church. Slaveholders were church members 
and ministers. Was it thus from the beginning of Methodism in 
this country ? If not, when was it first introduced ? These que«»- 
tions are answered by the above named writer. He says : 

" The lustory of our Church abundantly shows that the first socie- 
ties vrere generally formed in cities and villages, and composed of 
that class whose moderate circumstances kept them, in all probabili- 
ty, from any participation in slavery. For, sixty years ago. before 
wealth and luxiuy were so general, slaves Vfere almost exclusively 
found in the parlors and on the plantations of the wealthy. The 
precise tame, and the first instance in which this evil found its way 
mto our church, cannot be at this period very clearly ascertaiaed ; 
but those do the greatest injustice and dishonor to the head and 
heart of John Wealey, who assert &a'c it was with his knowledge 
and approba^on. Nothing can be farther from the truth. Pre- 
viouis to the first Conference in 1773, Mr. Wesley could not have 
exerted much influence over these iofant societies, being himself 
more than three thousand miles from them, and they, in general, 
composed of only a few individuals in a place, and scattered over 
the immense territory of the provinces. And in the two years pre- 
ceding the commencement of the Bevolutionary war, nearly all 
amicable communication was cut off between the two countries. 
Not can wo find, during this period, one word in reference to the 
existence of slavery in the American societies, either in his writings 
or in those of any of his preachers ; so that it is wholly beg^ng the 
question, to assert that there was any slavery in the Methodist 
societies before the Bevolution, much less that it was there with his 
knowledge and approbation. 

" The history of the tunes, and all the circumstances in the case, 
are entirely opposed to such a supposition. In 1774, Mr. Wesley 
published his Thoughts on Slavery, in which, after refuting the 
gtdie plea of necessity, so common in his day, as well as in our 
own, he declared, * I strike at the root of this complicated villany ; 
T absolutely deny all slaveholding to be consistent with any de- 
gree of natural justice.' And agaiii, after setting aside the plea of 
title to a human being, arising fcom war or contract, he repudiates 
that of birth also, by saying, ' Much less is it possible that any 
child of man should ever be bom a slave. Liberty is the right of 
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every human creature as soon as he breathes the vital air, and no 
human lav? can deprive him of that right.' Now this language 
cannot be misunderstood. Here are none of those incomprehensi- 
ble distinctions between slavery and slaveholding, between the sys- 
tem and its practice, or between slavery ui the hands of a professor 
of religion, or that of an open sinner. The declaration of tlie 
founder of Methodism strikes at the root and sweeps away every 
plea arising from necessity or circumstances. Now who can believe 
that whUe John Wesley was thus denouncing slavery in England, 
that he was at the same time allowing and approving of it in Amer- 
ica ? To say one thing and practice another, was no part of his 
character. And, consequently, those avowed friends who assert 
that slavery was allowed by hun in the American societies, expose 
bim to the charge of the most consummate hypocrisy, and i-eaUy 
throw greater obloquy upon his character thai was ever done by 
his bitterest enemies." 

" During the seven years' war. «I1 amicable communication be- 
tween this and the mother country had ceased. In 1778, all the 
English preachers had returned, except Mr. Asbury, and he, it is 
well known, was confined mostly to the small State of Delaware. 
By this circumstance the advice and control of the older preachers 
were almost entirely lost to the rising gocietios. And consequently 
the extension of the cause and the foimding of societies were com- 
mitted to young and inexperienced men, most of whom had been as 
yet taught the way of the Lord but very imperfectly ; and who had 
been themselves bom and educated in slaveholding countries. For 
^ in this great revival of religion, some preachers, almost immediately 
on their conversion, were sent, not only to preach, but to found 
churches, receive members, and administer the entire discipline. 

" Most of these young preachers had been also bom and raised 
in the midst of slavery, and, with the Rev. Freeborn Garrettson, 
eould say that they did not know it was vyrong, ' Had never read 
a book on the subject, nor had been told so by any.' The forty- 
eight preachers who were received into the itinerancy during the 
vrar, belonged almost exclusively to this class. All the Conferences 
which were held from 1776 to 1787 were held in what is now de- 
nominated the slaveholding States. So entirely was early Metho- 
dism confined to this section of our country, that from 1777 to 1783 
there was not one appointment of a preacher north of souve parts of 
New Jersey ; and out of a membership of about 14,000, as report- 
ed at the Conference of the last year, only about 2000 resided in 
what is now called the free States. And further, very many of 
these preachers, thus imperfectly taught and always accustomed 
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to slavery, had uot, for a considerable time, the advice or distant 
supervision of Mr. Asbury. 

" For, in 1779, mainly on account of the ordinances, the more 
southern preachers, amounting to far more than one half of the en- 
tire body, seceded, holding a separate Conference in Fluvanna, Vir- 
^ia : while Mr. Asbury held one consisting of only seventeen 
preachers, in Kent county, Delaware. Each Conference passed its 
own resolutions, stationed its preachers, and exercised discipline 
over their respective societies. This separation continued during 
the seventh and eighth Conferences, or part of the years 1779-80. 
And, although in May of the latter year, a reconciliation took place, 
so far aa to suspend fiie ordinances and admit Mr.- Asbury into the 
seceding Conference, yet the two bodies never met at the same 
time and place till the year 1784. And even during this interval, 
after the reconciliation, there is suflScient evidence that the admiius- 
tration of the General Assistant was received with considerable 
caution. Now, in view of these transactions, there are veiy few 
historical facts so well attested as this : UkU slavery found its way 
into the American societies, during the confusion of the Revolu- 
tion, when Mr. Wesley had no communication with this country, 
when Mr. Asbury was confined to the State of Delaware, when 
the reception of members and the government of the church were 
in the hands of the young and inexperienced, and when more 
than one half of the Church was entirely under the control of 
those who had been bom and raised in the midst of slavery, the 
sin of which they had never yet been taught. 

" And it must be remembered, that, at this time, there was no 
written rule on slavery. The article in our present Discipline on 
this subject, was never in Mr. Wesley's General Rules, for he had 
no need of such a rule to keep slavery out of his societies in Eng- 
land. Hence we can account for the resolution found in the 
minutes of 1780, requiring those preachers who held slaves ' to 
give promises to set them feee.' For upon examination, some of 
these preachers, so recently converted and almost immediately sent 
out to preach, were found to be possessed of slaves. That was 
comparati\iely a dark day, the sin of slavery had never been dis- 
cussed. Many were sinning ignorantly in unbelief. 

" At the Conference of 1780, some of those preachers, so recently 
converted and sent forth to presich, were* upon examinatioi\, found 
to be possessed of slaves. Uf this fact the Elder who had licensed 
them might have been ignorant ; or, more probably, like the 
preachers themselves, might not- have been apprised of its evil 
nature. But little had been said in America on the sin of slavery, 
before the arrival of the preachers sent out by John Wesley. 
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Wliether these belonged exclusively to the more southern Confer- 
ence whicli met in Virginia, or wore common to both, we cannot 
at this time determine. The Conference in Baltimore, however, 
made the foJlowLng requiisition : 

' " ' This Conference req[uires those travelling preachers 'who hold 
slaves, to give promise to set them free.' 

" We cannot tell whether slavery had been discovered in any 
other department of the Church ; but in the case of travelling 
preachers, a solemn promise was required that they should imme- 
diately and unconditionally set their slaves free. This was the im- 
pulsive action of holy men, iminfluenced by the consideration of 
the advantages or disadvantages with which tliis subject was after- 
wards entimgled. The number, however, of those who held slaves 
must have been very small, as there appears to have been no op- 
position to the passage of the above rule, nor any difficulty in its 
execution. It seems to have removed the evU at once, for, from 
this yesir, we only hear of its existence among the laity and local 
preachers ; but we have not the slightest evidence that any travel- 
ling minister was connected with slavery, for a long tune after this 
period. 

" This Conference, not satisfied with removing it in detail, struck 
a blow against the entire system, with all its bearings and relations, 
in the following declaration of sentiment, 

" ' This Conference acknpwledges that slavery is contrary to tho 
laws of God, man, and nature, and hmtful to society, contrary to 
tho dictates of conscience and pure religion, and the doing that 
which we would not others should do to us and ours.' 

" This was a noble testimony, worthy the men who made it, the 
gospel which they preached, and the chin-ches which they were 
planting. It was put forth in the very seat of slavery, at the 
zenith of the slave trade, in the midst of a revolution, when a timid 
or worldly policy would have suggested silence, and at a time in 
which almost every man's hand was raised against them. There 
was a moral sublimity in their attitude. As ambassadors from 
€rod, they fearlessly published abroad the doctrines of their com- 
mission. They did not wait xintU public opinion was ready to re- 
ceive their principles. They were in advance of public opinion 
more than half a century. Circumstances were not to mould 
them 5 but, on the contrary, they set themselves about moulding 
the world and its institutions to the doctrines of Christ. None 
were more willing to yield obedience to Csesar in that which was 
bis ; but then Csesar must not invade the Temple of. Grod, nor 
trammel them in the carrying out of their high commission. This 
moral monument, erected sixty years ago, in what has been called 
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the Monumental City, still towers splendidly amidst tte desolations 
•wMch surround it, throwing a lialo of glory around the men who 
raised it, and reflecting a withering rehuke to those ministers in 
our church who have since plead for slavery or apologisied for it. 

** Believing, then, that slavery was sinful, they bore their testi- 
mony against it, and advised its immediate abandonment. They 
saw, at this time, in our history, no reason why the sin of slavery 
should be treated differently from other sins. 

" It must be, however, remembered, that this noble testimony was 
put forth, at first, by only a part of the church — the Conference 
of 17 members which met in Baltimore with Bishop Asbury at its 
head. Whether the Conference in Virginia, of this year, would have 
gone so for, or would have suffered the one in Baltimore to put 
forth this declaration, had they been joined with them, are questions 
which, at this period, can never be answered. But it is a liistori- 
cal fact, that, on the Tinion of the two Conferences, they acquiesced 
in this declaration, incorporated it in their Minutes, and made its 
sentiment the opinion of the entire Church of that day in reference 
to slavery. 

" The publication (x^ this, accompanied with their solemn advice 
that all the enslaved should be set at liberty, was deemed by Mr. 
Lee, the southern historian of Methodism, ' Going too far, and cal- 
culated to uritate the minds of our people, and not to convince 
them of their en-ors.' And this opinion appears to have been en- 
dorsed by Dr. Bmgs in his reputed history of our Church. Now, 
wo do not see how they could liave done anything, and have done 
less than this. Had they done less, they would have tacitly con- 
Bented to slavery. Their position, and that of every gospel minis- 
ter in this country, on this question, was one which admitted of no 
neutrality. At this early day, sixty-two years ago, slavery began 

to distract the councils, and disturb the spirit of our Church. 
.♦*•♦*«««♦ 

" Our northern apologists and historians have mistaken the 
knowledge of this period of our history. How^often have I heard 
aged members of our Church at the qouth, lament the awful dere- 
liction of principle in thb* case, since the time of their first union 
with the Church. To use their own language, they had made 
themselves poor by the unconditional emancipation of their slaves, 
to obtain, a standing in the Methodist Episcopal Church, but that 
they had lived to see that very Church vitiated and overran with 
slavery and oppression of their brethren. 

" A pamphlet, attributed by Mr. Floumoy, of Georgia, to the 
Bev. Gtibriel Capers, brother of Dr. W. Capers, gives by far a 
better draught of the ^mes of which we write. 
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" * Many years ago,' saya Mr. C, 'the venerable Bishops Coke 
and Asbury published u psmplilet on slavery, which eompellod the 
enlightened and benevolent (!) Legislature of South Carolma to paae 
an act authorizing any person to repair to Methodist meetiiigs and 
disperse the negroes, whether assembled with or without permission 
from their owners. The act was justified by the first law of nature, 
self-defence, and based upon the fact that Methodism at that 
period, whether at the North or South, was identified with the moat 
DEADLY OPPOSITION TO SLAVEKY. It continued in force, and with 
the utmost propriety, too, until the ministers of that denominc^^on 
CEASED to assail the instittUion of bondage, and to expel the mem^- 
bers of their societies for buying and selling a slave under any cir- 
cumstances.' 

" Here is no modifying or mitigating, but the most deadly oppo- 
sition, confronting the monster in mortal conflict. The history of 
these times abounds with similar testimonies. In the adoption of 
the Federal Constitution, Mr. Marshall, afterwards Chief Justice, 
avowed in the Convention, that if the government countenanced 
slavery, it ' would lose the support of the Meihodists and Quakers.' 

" 'Dius, our fathers labored to ' extirpate ' this evil, and no 
doubt believed with Jefferson, Wythe, and other statesmen of the 
South, that they had given it its death wound, and that it was even 
then waning to its final extinction." 



CHAPTER 11. ' 

TOE SUBSEQUENT ACTION OE THE CHUKCH ON SLAVERY, AS EXHIB- 
ITED BY THE DISCIPLINE, THE DOCTORS AND BISHOPS OF THE 
M. E. CHURCH. 

The decided opposition to slavery that was developed in the first 
chapter, was doubtless gratifying to the friends of truth and liberty. 
V But that pleasure must be short lived. Subsequent action fiillowed 
rapidly, of a less decided character, from time to time ; until it de- 
generated sadly, and became in feet and in form, a justification and 
defence of slavery, in the Methodist E. Church ! It is readily 
acknowledged here, that this has been denied by those in alithority. 
The historian of the Methodist Episcopal Church, N. Bangs, I>. D., 
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iiifflsted strenuously during the controverey On abolitionism, in op- 
position to the declarations of abolitionists, that " The Methodist 
Episcopal Church has held one undeviating language in opposition 
to slaveiy." And in the first volume of his History of die Church, 
on page 218, speaking of the general rule on slavery as it was pub- 
lished in 1789, he says : " The item in the General Rules, on 
slavery, has remained unaltered to the present time, and is there- 
fore expressive of the seiise of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
upon this subject, without variation." 

Whatever may be the grounds on which the above assertions, 
respecting the undeviating opposition of the Church, can be made 
to appear oven plausible, it is impossible to demonstrate their truth. 
An appeal to the authentic records of the Church will disprove 
these declarations. 

Two particulara claim attention, — ^the opinions and advice ^ven 
by the authorities of the Church ; and tbe laws adopted for the regu- 
lation of slavery. Have the opinions and advice been undeviatr 
ing ? Have the laws remained unchanged V Let the following 
narrative answer. 

In 1784, slaveholdiug was declared to be contrary to the Golden 
Rule ; and, universal emancipation was required of all the members. ^ 
The traffic was forbidden, and none were to be admitted into the 
Chu^, until they executed and recorded, legally, instruments 
^ securing emancipation to their slaves. Had there been no devia- 
tion from the course here marked out, glorious results to reli^on 
and liberty would have been realized. But what was the fact V 
We learn from Mr. Lee's History of Methodism, that in about six 
months after their passage, at the Conference for 1785, the follow- 
ing action was had ; 

" It is recommended to all our brethren to suspend the execu- 
tion of the minute on slavery, till the deliberations of a future Con- 
ference." And this closed their history forever. From this period, 
no mention is made of the subject of slavery in the records of the 
Conferences, for eleven years ! At the Conference held in Balti- 
more, October 20, 1796, a section was introduced in answer to this 
question, " What reguh^ions shall ha made for the extirpation 
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of the crying evil of J\friccm slavery f" By referring to it, as 
quoted in the previous chapter, it will be <Hscovered that the fol- 
lowing are its provisions. To sell a slave is forbidden. The pur- 
chase of slaves Is allowed, on condition of future emancipation, to 
be detdnnined by the quarterly meeting conference. Slavehold- 
ers were allowed to be admitted into the church, provided the , 
preacher spokfa to them *' freely and faithfully on the subject of 
slavery." And slavebolders were allowed to hold ofScial stations 
in the church, provided the laws of the State, or the circumstances 
of their case (!) would not admit of emancipation. Eight years 
after this, the selling of slaves was allowed, if the circumstances of 
the case were in the judgment of a committee justifiable ! and fall 
license was granted to all the members of the Church within the 
limits of five States of the Union, to buy and sell slaves without let 
or hindrance, in these words : " The members of our societies in tlie 
States of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Tennessee 
shall be exempted fifom the operation of the above notes." And in 
1808, all that related to slaveholding among private members was 
stricken out of the Discipline ! 

Says Rev. E. Smith, on this subject : — " But the reader will 
not be able to understand the general rule as now found in the Dis- 
cipline, unless he clearly distinguish between the powers and acts 
of the primary General Conferences, which met before 1808, and 
the one that met at that time, and the delegated ones which met 
after that period. The primary General Conferences had full power 
to change any part of the Discipline. All parts were placed on the 
same basis ; and the last act modified or superseded all previous 
ones ; hence the general rule which forbade the buying or selling 
of men, women or children, was so fer stiperseded by the rule of 
1798 as to admit of buying to continue in slavery for a Umited 
time J and by that of 1804, so as to sell into perpetual slavery in 
certain cases, in any of the slave States ; and both to buy and sell 
with impunity, in the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Gleorgia and Tennessee. So that there was no rule in the Disci' 
pliae, at the meeting of the conference of 1808, which prohibited 
the buying or selling slaves, in four northern States, in any sense, 
8* 
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or to any extent, or wholly forbade it iu any of the States, In the 
othfflr slave States, the rule allowed members to buy slaves to free 
them, when the purchased slaves had served the tim(^ fixed by the 
quarterly meetiag conference to remunerate their- purchaaei a for 
the price of their purchase, which would, in many cases, be longer 
than the slaves' lives ; and to sell, when in the judgment of a com- 
mittee it was an act of " mercy and humanity," and the slave de- 
sired to be sold. This was the rule of the Ohmrch at that time — the 
Bisoiplioe of that period. All these provisions were adopted after 
the change in the rule in 1792 ; and as they were passed by prima- 
ry General Cooferencea, they set aside to all intents and purposes 
the general role, so £ar as they conflicted with it. This important 
point, which is essential to a clear and full understanding of the 
Church's poaiion, at this time, has been overlooked by every wiiter 
I haye seen ; in consequence of l^hich, all have fsdled to see tho 
true, tihe exact position of the Church. The general rule did not 
prohibit at all the buying or selling of slaves in four of the slave 
States, and permitted it to some extent in all the others. This is 
the true state of the case." 

The above is a brief history of her deviations respecting slavery 
in her membership. Nor has her testimony against the system of 
slaveiy been less equivocal and changing. That testimony, in part, 
consists in measures for the a^tation of slavery with a view to its 
overthrow. Thus, in 1780, it was declared contrary to all law, 
human and divine; and in 1784, tho Church thought it her 
" bounden duty to take immediately some effectual metliod to ex- 
tirpate this abomination." This sentiment against slavery was re- 
aflBbrmed in 1785, in the following words : — " We do hold in the 
deepest abhorrence the practice of slavery ; and shall not cease to 
seek its destructioQ, by all vnse and prudent uTeans." Consistently 
vnth this declaration, in 1796, the General Conference requested 
the preaoherg and members to " conader the subject, and impart to 
tihe next session of that body any important thoughts upon the 
subject, that the Conference may ha^e full light, in order to take 
farther steps towards the eradicating this enormous evil from that 
part of the church of God to which we are connected " 
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*' And tliq Annual Conferoucos aro directed to draw_ \ip ad- 
dresses for tJbe gradual emancipation of the slaves, to the legiakv^ 
tures of those States m which no general laws have been passed for 
that purpose. These addresses shall urge in the most respectful, 
but pointed mtmner, the necessity of a law for the gradual emanci- 
pation of the slaves ; proper conunitteea shall be appointed by tie 
Annual Conferences, out of the most respectable of our friends, for 
the conducting of tbe business ; and the Presiding Elders, Elders, 
Deacons and Travelling Preachers, shall procure as many signatures 
as possible to the addresses ; and give all the assistance in their 
i^wer, in every respect, to aid the committees, and to fiirther thia 
i^ssed undertaking. Lei this be continued fkom yk;^ to 

Ti^», TILL THE DESIRED END 3B ACCOMPLISHED." 

Wlii would believe that these "wise and prudent means" 
would ever be abandoned, or before "the desitcd end" was ac- 
complished ? Yet such was their fate. At the very next session 
after the one for which they desired " full light," all that relates 
to action against slavery, by petition and otherwise, was struck out I 
and in the place thereof, the following was substituted, as the 5th 
answer to the question, " What shall be done for the extLrpation of 
the evil of slavery?" Aud what was proposed? Bead the fol* 
lowing : — " 5. Let our "uchers, from time to time, as occasion 
serves, admonish and exhort all slaves to render due respect and 
obedience to the commands and interests of their respective mas- 
ters " n Strange that the very walls did not cry out, " Shame," 
at the Methodiat GbneraJ Conference that could leave so noble a 
position in defence of truth and liberty, for so low a place in sub- 
serviency to slavery's power ! 

In 1808, the General Conference provided that the Annual 
Conferences should " form their own regulations relative to buying 
and selling slaves." This placed it in the power of the body of 
the preachers to act efficiently in one direction against slavery, even 
should the General Conference choose wholly to refrain. But in 
1820, this was withheld. The only changes made in the Discipline 
since, were the addition, in 1824, of the following paragraphs to 
the section on slavery. If the reader can discover any connection 
between the extirpation of the evil of slavery, and these provisions, 
he is possessed of remarkable keenness of perception. 
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3. All olflr preachers shall prudently enforce upon our members the 
necessity oF teaching their slaves to read the word of God ; and to allow 
them time to attend upon the public worship of God on our regular 
days of divine service. 

"4. Our colored preachers and official member'i shall hare all the 
privileges which are usual to others in the district and quarterly con- 
ierences, where the usages of the country do not forbid it. And Ihe 
preaidiasj elder may hold for them a separate district conference, where 
the number of colored local preachers will justify it. 

" 5, The Annual Conferences may employ colored preachers to travel 
and preach, where their services are judged necessary ; provided that 
no one shall be so employed without having been recommended ac- 
cording to the form of Discipline." 

And here closes the history of her opposition to slavery as a 
system. These provisions yet [July, 1848,] remain, a& the whole 
action of the Methodist Episcopal Discipline against slavery. 

Thus far, no allusion has been made to the general rule on sla- 
very. That now claims attention. All will have discovered, in 
the oft changing course of the Church, a confirmation of the r^ 
mark, that her action degenerated sadly, until it became in fact a 
justification and defence of slavery. And also it will be agreed, 
that nothing could be farther from the facts, than to say that " the 
Methodist E. Church has held one undeviating language in opposition 
to slavery." Nor will the evidence to be adduced, be less conclu- 
sive in showing that the item in the General Rules on slavery, has 
been materially altered since its adoption. 

There is nothing on the subject of slavery in the General Rules 
as drawn up by Mr. Wesley. Thes6 Rules were adopted without 
alteration by the first Methodist societies. So says Mr. Lee, in his 
History of Methodism. Dr. Bangs publishes the General Rules 
as adopted in 1784, at the organization of the Church. These 
contain a rule on slavery. IVIr. Robert Emory, in his History of 
the Discipline, remarks, that these Rules " do not seem to have 
been published in any edition of the Discipline, until 1789. It is 
in this Discipline that we find, for the first time, among the General 
Rules, one respecting slaves. It reads " — 

" The buying or selling of the bodies and souls of men, women 
or children, with an intention to enslave them." 

This language is remarkably emphatic. It is expressive of in- 
dignation, and conveys a severe rebuke of the act which it prohibits. 
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It declares that the slave trade is a traffic in souls. No one oaa 
read it, without associating in his mind the wickedness of mystio 
Babylon ; a distinguishing trait of whose degeneracy was, that she 
made merchandize of " slaves," or, as the maigin reads, " bodies,'* 
" and souls of men." From the &ct that this form of expreseioii 
is used by Coke and Asbury in their notes on the Discipline, and 
from their well knOwn detestation of the system, it is a reasonable 
conjecture, at least, that they formed this rule thus, and from 
special design. It remained thus, however, only three years. At 
the General Conference of 1792, it was made to read aa follows : 

" The hiying or selling <yf men, women or children, with an 
intention to enslave them." 

By this change the rule was made less emphatic. It does not 
convey that indignant rebuke against soul-trading, which gave to 
the original rule its emphasis. But it prohibits buying, and it 
prohibits selling, either a man, woman or child. A smgle act 
embraced in this ckuse rendered a person liable to expulsion. 

Although shorn of its strength to a very great extent, it was not 
yet sufficiently enfeebled to accommodate tiie spirit of slavery, 
whose growing strength demanded the removal of aU opposing in- 
fluences, great or small. In accordance with the sentiment just 
now expressed, the General Rule was altered in 1808, to read 
thus : 

" The buying and selling of men, women and children, toith 
an intention to enslave them." 

For this alteration no authority is ^ven from the journal of, the 
General Conference. But the influence by which it was bioo^t 
about, may easily be determined by the feet, that it was %t this 
Conference that all relating to slave-holding amcmg private vobvor 
bers, was struck out of the Discipline. The character of this- final 
alteration wiU be perceivod more readily by the foUowing remarks. 
It is impossible to violate this law as it now reads, without oomjnit- 
ting six distinct crimes. The buying of meii — the buying of wo- 
men — the buying of children ; and the selling of men — the selling 
of women — ^the selling of children ! Five of these acts may be 
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pcrfonned, and the perpetrator l)o witluQ tlwj provisions of the law. 
Ho naay buy men ; bo may sell men ; lie may buy women ; he 
may ssell women ; bo may buy or he may seU children ; but unless 
both acta last specified are done in addition to all before named, he 
may be a member of the Church, in good and regular standing ! 

The effect of this deterioration has been, virtually, to authorize 
Ihfi traffic in slaves. For although it is conceded, that in some 
instances, years ago, members were called to account for selling 
^ves, under this rule, yet it is also known, that these cases were 
few and far between ; and the traffic has long since, at the South, 
ceased to be regarded as an offi^nce calling for church action. Be- 
sides, many were known to be openly eagaged in this horrible traffic 
in the " bodies and souls of men," who' were members, and even 
preachers in the M. E. Church. Add to this the fact, that southern 
ministers have openly, and without rebuke from the executive 
authority of the Church, declared in the General Conference, that 
this Grenerai Rule was, and must of necessity be, " a dead letter " 
in the South. 

The General Rule as it now stands, has been the same for forty 
years past, being altered in 1808 ! And what follows ? The 
morlifying conviction comes home to cvei-y mind, that the Church, 
from the year 1785 until 1808, has been engaged in modifying her 
regulations, and giving up her strong scriptural doctrines on sla 
very. So that for forty years past all her members have been 
permitted to purchase and hold slaves at their own option. Besides 
the declaration of Br. Bangs respeetrog the Gtmeral Rule, which 
these foots clearly disprove, it may not be amiss to observe, that 
the same declaration was made by the Bishops in their address to 
tifeie General Conference of 1840. This address was in part read 
at tihe General Conference of'1844, by Bishop Soule, in his speech 
<m Bidiop Andrew's ease. The oxfa-act read as above, contains 
thliB sentence : 

" Out General Rule on slavery, which forms a part of the con- 
stittttiott of the Charoh, has stood from the be^uning unchanged, 
as testasmentaiy of our sentiments on the principle of slavery and 
the stave-trade." — It may be that these venerable men have over- 
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looked the facts adduced above, for uo oiio will suppose them guilty 
of wilful niisrepresontation. But the reader will have observed, 
that " the constitution of the Church " lias been changed twico 
since " the beginning," in favor of slavery. And as those changes 
are " testamentary" of their " sentiments on the principle of da- 
very and the slave-trade," til conclusion is inevitable, that their 
sentiments on these subjects were more friendly than inimical thereto. 

The opinion that the Methodist E. Church has modified her regular 
tions against slavery, 6(5" as to make them more tolerant and friendly 
to the system, is not now confined tio abolitionists, or those who may 
■ be deemed antagonist to her interests. The Address of the Bish- 
ops before mentioned, contains the following declarations : 

" The experience of more than half a century, since the organi- 
nation of our ecclesiastical body, will afford us many important 
lights and landmarks, pointing out what is the safest and most pru- 
dent policy to be pursued in our onward course, as regards African 
slavery in these States, and especially in our own religions com- 
munity." 

" In all the enactments of the Church relating to slavery, a due 
and respectful reg-ard has been had to the laws of the States, never 
requiring emancipation in contravention of the civil authority, or 
where the laws of the States would not allow the liberated slave to 
enjoy his freedom. Rules have been made, from time to time, 
regulating the sale and purchase, and holding of slaves, ■^th refers 
Slice to the diEforent laws of the States where slaveij is tolerated ; 
which, upon the experience of the great difficulties of administering 
them, and the unhappy consequences both to masters and servants, 
*^ have been as often changed or repealed." 

It is here expressly asserted, that " aU the enactments of the 
Church relating to slavery " have been framed, changed and re- 
pealed, not by reference to the eternal principle of truth and right, 
but by the cruel laws or the varying slave code, and in obedience 
to the prejudices of slaveholders. The following, from Dr. Diir- 
bin's speech on Bishop Andrew's case, is to the same effect : 

" We have had some strange statements here in regard to the 
legislation of the Church on the subject of slavery. Brethren have 
tried to make the impression, to use one of their own figures, that 
the North has been putting the screws on the South, and continu- 
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ally pressing them hardov, until at last the compression can be 
endured no longer. Sir, the facts in the case are just the reverse 
of all this. The history of the Church shows this point indisputa- 
bly, that the highest gTouiid that has ever been held upon the sub- 
ject was taken at the very organization of the Church, and that 
concessions have been made by the Church continually, from that 
time to this, in view of the necessities of the South ; that while the 
anti-slavery principle has never been abandoned, our rules have 
been made less and less stringent, and our language loss and . less 
severe, — ^because experience has shown it to be absolutely neces- 
sary for the welfere of the Churfch in the South — and these conces- 
sions have been made, too, while the power of the Church has been 
continually passing from the slaveholding to the non-slaveholding 
States. I trust brethren will bear this in mind. Without laying 
stress upon Mr. Wesley's vehement denunciation of slavery, what 
was the declaration of the Church in 1780 ? ' We pass our dis 
approbation on all our friends who keep slaves, and advise their 
freedom.^ The language of 1784, when the Church was organ- 
ized, was equally bold. All private members were required to 
emancipate their slaves in those States where the laws allowed of 
manumission. The action taken was too strong, sir, and in six 
months it was suspended, in accordance with the genius of Metho- 
dism, which does not all the good she would, but all she can. The 
Church then made a concession to the South on the score of neces- 
sity. Even the language of the question on slavery was mitigated. 
In 1796 it was, ' What regulations shall be made for the extirpa- 
tion of the crying evU of African slavery ? ' In 1804 it was, 
' What shall be done for the extirpation of the evil of slavery ? ' 
In 1808 all that relates to slaveholding among private members 
was stricken out, and no rule on the subject has existed since ! I 
might advert to other points to show the truth of my position, that 
the Church has gradutdly made concessions to the necessities of the 
slaveholding States, until our brethren from the South say they 
stand firmly on the ground of Discipline. But I forbear : it 
wiU not be denied by any who are conversant with the history of 
the Church. Is it necessary to make still another concession, and 
aHow slavery to eoimect itself with our Episcopacy V " 

This is taken from the debates af published in the Christian Ad- 
vocate and Journal of June 12, 1844. 

It can no longer be disguised, that the statements of modern 
abolitionistfl on this point were true. Necessity compels the ac- 
knowledgment from those in high places in the Church. The rea- 
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son is readily understood. When tbe abolitionists set about arous- 
ing tlie Church, they urged the duty of anti-slavery action. This 
was met by the declaration that the Church was, and always had 
fceen, opposed to slavery. They then insisted, that her action had 
become modified, and finally suspended. The plain denial of this 
charge has already been cited. It was declared to be a vile slan- 
der, an abolition falsehood, and believed so to be by many. But 
the continued agitation of the subject — the increase of light — and 
the professed anti-slavery character of the Church, gave greater 
plausibility to the demand for action, and a crisis arrived. The 
subject was taken up by the Bishops, in their quadrenm'al address 
for 1840, when it was made to jippear by them, that " the rules 
made from time to time " " have been as often changed or repeal- 
ed." And they declare, that " the experience of more than half 
a century " has made known to them " the safest and most pru- 
dent policy to be pursued " on thia subject. And what- was that Y 
Hear them : — 

" The solemn conviction of our minds is, that no new ecclesiasti- 
cal legislation on the subject of slavery, at this time," is called for. 
This was repeated by the senior bishop in 1844. Thus the " ever 
varying and diminished action of the Church was not only declared, 
but justified by the whole board of Bishops. 

Thus far, the argument respecting the trae character of the Church 
has been restricted to a view of her disciplinary or constitutional 
provisions. But that has not been the whole of her action, on be- 
half of slavery, and in opposition to the interests of the slave. It 
is only the limited index of an extensive volume of startling inci- 
dents. It yet remains to present an array of eflforts, put forth by 
men high in authority — constitutional bodies — and the General 
Conference itself, which will appear as directly opposed to the con- 
duet set forth in the first chapter, as light is to darkness. - These 
will not be any proof as to the nature of the constitiition, but will 
show how it was understood by those who are best able to judge of 
its intent and design ; and, perhaps, famish a luortifying comment 
upon the remark of John Wesley, that the work of Methodism was, 
to " spread scriptural holiness over these lands." 
4 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE ADJdaNISTRATION OF THE CHURCH ACTION ON SLAVERY AND 

ABOLITIONISM BY THE EXECUTIVE AUTHORITIES. 

It is a well known sentiment of alstinguislicd writers on jurispru- 
dence, that no people are better than their laws. This has been 
illustrated a *^housaad tunes, in the history of civil and ecclesiastical 
bodies. Whatever plausibility may bo attached to ai'guments in 
&vor of voluntary action, unconstrained by law, the world's history 
demonstrates, that. the human mmd, in the most cultivated state of 
society, recognizes the obligations of duty, only so far as they are 
made binding by the authority of known law, either human or 
divine ; and every act, that is not prohibited by law, all are dis- 
posed to recognize as consistent vnth existing law. An important 
illustration of these remarks is furnished by the history of the 
Methodist E. Church, on the subject of slavery. The laws of tliat 
church on slavery have all passed in review before us. What has 
been the administration under them ? In order to appreciate pro- 
perly the facts now to be arrayed in answer to this inquiry, it wiU 
be net'essary to recapitulate, in brief, the previous action of the 
Church. The contrast vriU be important, in fixing the mind dis- 
tinctly upon that which developes the principle above named. 

ITie Church had prohibited slave-holding and slave-trading, by 
special statute. It had condemned the system of slavery, in the 
most expressive language, and by a frequent repetition of indignant 
rebuke. It had counselled the agitation and discussion of the sub- 
ject, throughout the entbe Connection — pledging to seek the de- 
struction of slavery, and to continue the work " from year to year, 
tall the desired end be accomplished." How that pledge has been 
adhered to, will now be made to appear. A methodical arrange- 
ment of facts is desirable ; but the action of individual dignitiuies 
and assodate bodies, as well as the sentiments and practice of indi- 
vidual ministers and conferences, on the question of slavery, are so 
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intimately associated, that it will be difficult to ti'oat them separate- 
ly. An arrangement, however, will be attempted, presenting in 
separate chapters, in the order named, the actions and opinionB of 
the Bishops — the enactments of the Aimual Conferences — the de- 
chu*ed opinions and advice of the General Conference — and finally, 
the opinions of a few distinguished men in all parts of the Oormec- 
tion. A connected history of the anti-slavery efforts put forth by 
various members and ministers in the Church, will be reserved for 
a distinct portion of tiiis work. Allusions to these efforts will be 
made only so far as may be necessary, in stating distinctly the facts 
coming under the above arrangement. 

Tlio action of the Bishops comes first in order. It is not here 
referred to merely as indicative of individual sentiments, but to 
show the official position they occupy on the subject of slavery. 
And this will prove the assertion that the Church has changed her 
ground ; for if it had not, they would not act so directly in oppoa- 
tion to the conduct of Bishops Coke and Asbury. 

THE OPINIONS AND ACTION OF THE BISHOPS. 
Soon after the question of slavery and abolitionism began to be 
agitated in the New England States, two of the Bishops addressed 
a " Pastoral Letter " to the ministers and preachers of that part of 
the work. It was designed to discountenance the anti-slavery agi- 
tation. Of its character the reader can judge by the following ex- 
tracts : — 

" TO THE MINISTERS AND PREACHERS 

Of the McdiodiM Episcopal Church within the JVeio England and Kcio 
Hampshire Annual Conferences. 

" Dear. Brethren — Grace to you, and peace, from God our 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

" We have marked, with deep solicitude, the painful excite- 
ment which, in some parts of your section of our charge, has been 
producing disturbance on the subject of the immedftte abolition of 
slavery in the slaveholding States. We are happy, at the same 
time, to be able to say, that, having now, between us, attended all 
the Northern and Eastern Conferences, as far as Troy incluave, 
we hf.-^e found no such excitement, of any moment, within any of 
them, except yours : and, oven within yours, we know that a large 
and highly respectable portion of yourselves, with, we incline to think. 
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a majority of ovir members and frieuds, greatly disapprove and de- 
plore the existing agitations on tMs question. That a large majori- 
ty of our preachers and people, within those of the non-slaveholding 
States generally, to which our recent visitations have extended, 
are decidedly opposed to the modem measures of immediate aboli- 
tionists, we are well assured : and ^ believing, as we do, that these 
measures have already been productive of pernicious results, and 
tend to the production of others yet more disastrous, both in tho 
church and the social and political relations of the countrj', we 
deem it our duty to address you a pastoral letter on the subject." 

Aft*r this introductory, they proceed to argue the question, 
showing why the subject ought not to be agitated, and then after 
assuming that e^il results will foUow such discussion, the following 
recommendation is put forth respecting abolition preachers. 

" And if any persist in so doing, whether from the ■ pulpit or 
otherwise, we earnestly recommend to our members and friends 
everywhere, by all lawful and Christian means, to discountenance 
them in such a course. The presiding elders, especially, we 
earnestly exhort to discountonance such practices, lK>th by their 
counsel and example. And if any, of whatever class, go beyond 
their own bounds, or leave their proper appointments, whether 
under the pretext o£ agencies or ottierwise, to agitate other socie- 
ties or communities on this subject, we advise the preachers, the 
trustees, and the official and other members to manifest their dis- 
approbation, and to refuse the use of their pulpits and houses for 
such purposes." 

This letter was rigned by Elijah Hedding and J. Emory, Lan- 
singburg, N. Y., Sept. 10, 1835. Duiing the same year. Bishop 
Emory gave the first indication, that it was inconsistent with the 
character of the Methodist Chtirch, to speak against slavery in the 
Annual Conferences. The facts rn-e these : 

At the New Hampshire Conference for 1835, there was pre- 
sented by a committee a report against slavery. The incidents are 
thus related J^y one who was familiar with the fects. This state- 
ment has never been denied : 

" When a resolution was introduced at the commencement of 
the New Hampshire Conference, to appoint a committee on slavery. 
Bishop Emory, who was in the chair, made no objection to the 
appointment of a committee on that subject ; and he did not oppose 
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the reading of the report some two days before the Conference ad- 
journed. But when a motion was made for its adoption, he did 
refuse to put it to the vote ; yet when it was moved to go into a 
committee of the whole, he decided that the motion was in order- 
he put it, and called a brother to the chair. A motion was then 
made to adopt the report, and carried by a vote of about seven- 
eighths of the members of the Conference present and voting on 
the occafsion. In this instance, the decisive voice of the Conference 
was heard in a committee of the whole, but not in a conference 
capacity, with, the Bishop in the chair, as should have been the 
case. Here may be found, perhaps, the Jirst innovaiimi upon 
Conference rights. But this was a small innovation compared 
with those that have taken place since. In this instance, a com- 
mittee was appointed without opposition, and without limitations or 
conditions — and without opposition the report was read, at a proper 
time ; but when the question-came up for its adoption, the Bishop 
refused to a^^, though he did not refuse to let the Conference act. 
This same gcoi Bishop, who is probably now in heaven, did not 
refuse to rut anti-abolition resolutions in the Maine Conference, a 
few days previous." 

A copy of the Resolutions concluding the Report, is here in- 
serted : 

Resolved 1. ^That the holding and treating the human species as 
property, is a sin against God, and a violation of the inalienable rightt 
of humanity. 

Resolved 2. That ceasing to hold man as property, is the first and 
most etFectual step which can be taken, by the enslaver, toward pre- 
paring the enslaved for the proper use of the rights and privileges of 
civil and religious society. 

" Resolved 3. That as Christians, we are morally responsible for the 
existence and continuance of Slavery in these United States, and in 
the Christian church especially, and that we will use our Chriatian en- 
deavors to bring it to a peaceful and speedy termination. 

" Resolved 4. That as citizens of the United States we are responsi 
ble for the existence, and continuance of Slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and in the Territories over which the Government of this 
nation has the control. 

Resolved 5. That a Committee of five persons be forthwith appoint- 
ed, to draft and forward a memorial to our next General Conference, 
together with this report, and-the foregoing resolutions, upon the sub- 
ject of Slavery, praying that venerable body to give its testimony 
against this enormous evil, and to take such other measures ns may be 
deemed proper, to free the Church and our common country from the 
dreadful calamities with which its continuance threatens the church 
ai-J the nation. .1. F. Ad&hs, 

D. I. ROBIKSOIf, 

J, Pkrkius, 

4* S. NORRIS, 



Committee.' 
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Thia opposition to anti-slavory priuciplos was comparatively 
slight. But the Bishop throw all the weight of his oUiciul chaiiic!- 
ter agaiust anti-slavoi-y action. He winipelled the Cout'ercnce to 
forego ita official character, and refused to act» with them as an 
unauthorized body. This was followed by a wore vigorous oppo- 
sition to anti-alavory wen and luoasures. At the General Confer- 
ence for 1886, the whole board of Bishops united in their Pastoral 
Address to reprobate abolitionism. On this subject they hold the 
following language. The whole of it is quoted, because it i>s the 
first documsut touclung the question from tlmt source. 

KXTilACT OS' AN ADDRESS OF TUK BISUOl'S, 
To the Members and Friends of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

" We now approach a subject of no little delicacy and difficulty, 
and which we cannot but think has contributed its full proportion 
to that religious declension over which we mourn. It is not un- 
known to you, dear brethren and friends, that, in common with 
other denominations in our land, as well as our (iitizens generally, 
we liave been much agitated, in some portions of our work, with 
the very excitable subject of what is called aboUtioniiJin. This 
subject has been brought before us at the pvesent session — fully, 
and we humbly trust, impartially discussed, and by almost a unan- 
imous vote highly disapproved of ; and while we would tenderly 
sympathize with vhose of our bretliren who have, as wc believe, 
been led astray by this agitating topic, we feel it our imperative 
duty to express our decided disapprobation of the meamres they 
have pursued to accomplish then- object. It cannot be unknown 
to you, that the question of slavery in these United States, by the 
constitutional compact which binds us together as a nation, is left 
to b*j regulated by the several state legislatures themselves ; and 
thereby is put beyond the control of the general government, ;>.s 
well as that of all ecclesiastical bodies ; it being manifest that in 
the slaveholdiug States themselves, the entire responsibility of its ex- 
istence or non-existence rests with those state legishitures. And 
such is the aspect of aflFairs in reference to this ijuostion, that what- 
ever else might tend to meliorate the" condition of the slave, it is 
evident to us, from what we have witnessed of abolition movements, 
Uutt these are the least likely to do him good. On the contrary, 
we have it in the evidence before us, that their inflammatpry speeches, 
and writings, and movements, have tended, in many infrtances, in- 
iurioTMly to affect his temporal and spiritual condition, by hedging 
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up tho way of t,hn niisHionary wlio is sent, to pioac^h to^im Jesuf? 
aiul tlio roHunectum, uiid by makiiiii; a UM>r« rif;id gupen'imoti 
nofCHSJuy on tlio jnul of Ua ovoiiioor, thoreby abridging hiu civil 
and roiigiouH privilej^oH. 

" These facts, which aro only meiitlouod here as a reason for tho 
friendly aduioiutioii which wo wi^h to give you, constrain us, as 
your jjastors, who aio called to watch over your souls as tliey wlio 
muyt give aji acctmut, to exhort you to abstain frt)m all abolition 
movements and associations, ajxd to retrain from patronizing ajuy of 
their publications ; and e,spc(!ially from those of that inflammatory 
character which denounce in unmeasured terms those of thoir 
brethren who take the libeity to di.ssent from them. Those of you 
who may have honest scruples as to the lawfulness of slavery, con- 
sidered as an abstract ptinciple of moral right and wrong, if you 
must speak your sentiments, would do much better to ejipresei 
yourselves in those terms of respect and affection, which evince a 
sincere sympathy for those of your breth^on wiio are necessariljs 
and, in some instances, reluctantly associated with slavery in the 
states where it existp, tJian to indulge in harsh censures and dennn • 
ciations, and in those fruitless efforts, which, instead of lightening 
the burden of the slave, only tend to make his condition the m< re 
irksome and distressing. 

" From every view of the subject which we have been able to 
take, and from the most calm and dispassionate survey of the whole 
ground, we have come to th^ solemn conviction that the onfy safe, 
scriptural, and prudent way for us, both aa miiusters and people, to 
take, is wholly to refrain from the a^tating subject, which is now 
convulsing the countiy, and consequently the Church, from end to 
end, by calling forth inflammatory speeches, papers and pamphlets. 
While we cheerfully twMiord to snch, all the sincerity tbey ask fov 
their belief and motives, we cannot but disapprove of their measles, 
as alike destructive to the peace of tho Church, and to tixi hafpjn- 
ness of the slave himself. »»«**» 

'•' Signed by order and in belialf of the (renerfil Conference- of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Robert R. Roberts, 
Joshua Sodle, 
EUJAH He»dd<g, 
Jamrs O. Andrew 

Thomas L. Douglass, Sec'y. 
ancinnati, 0., May 26, 1836." 

Of tliia document it is only necessary now to itimark, that its 
influence on the abolitionists was very soon apparent. The authofr- 
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ities of the Church construed the " adinoiiiiioQ " "to ahBtain from 
all aboUtion movements and associations, and to refrain from pat- 
ronizing any of their publications," as the law of the Church. And 
ministers were arraigned a>ul suspended from their ministerial 
functions for not complying therewith. 

The previous conduct of the Bishops being thus endorsed by the 
General Conference, and recommended to the Church for their 
imitation, the reader will not be surprised to find their subsequent 
action somewhat in advance of the incident first named, in opposi- 
tion to anti-slavery efforts. Such was the fact. One of the earliest 
Conferences after the above address was issued, was that held in 
New England. An eye-witness, a member of the Conference, 
[Kev. 0. Scott,] thus speaks of this session : 

At the New England Conference, in 1836, when a resolution 
was introduced to appoint a committee on slavery and abolition, 
Bishop Hedding stated, after it was reid, that, had he known the 
character of the resolution, he should not have permitted it to be 
introduced at thatUvfie, as it would bring on debate, &c., thus 
clearly claiming the right to reject it, had he pleased to do so. 
The resolution, however, was adopted, and the committee was ap- 
pointed without any conditions or restrictions. In adopting the re- 
solution, the Conference instructed their committee to report at 
their earliest convenience. The committee were ready, and offered 
to make their report, two or three days before Conference adjourn- 
ed, but our good Bishop refused to have it read — ^the order of the 
Conference to the contrary notwithstanding. Several times after 
this, did the committee attempt to obey the Conference, by asking 
leave to pj«sent their report, but were refused by the president ; 
and they were finally told, that the report must not be presented 
till every thing else was done ! 

" But this is not all. When at eleven o'clock, on the last even- 
ing of the Conference, the report was read, the president refused to 
put a motion for its adoption, unless it could be read over again, 
and considerable time taken up in discussing it, for there were 
some portions of it that he was not certain he could consistently put 
the question to adopt. This stand, of course, entirely defeated the 
measure, as it was then near 12 o'clock at night, and the Confer- 
ence were determined to adjourn sim die, when they adjourned 
at all. 

" Thus ended the attempt in the New England Conference, in 
1836, to express a sentiment on the subject of slavery and abnli- 
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tion. And in consequence of this failure, the New Hampdure 
Conference, which sat immediately after, attempted nothing, but 
simply to pass a resolution approving the course of their delegates 
in the last General Conference. The president hesitated a little 
when the resolution was offered, inquuing whether it was designed 
to ajiprove the conduct of tJie two brethren who attended the anti- 
slavery meeting ? 

The allusion in these few last words needs some explanation. 
At the General Conference of 1836, two brethren, delegates from 
the New Hampshire Conference, were censured for attending an 
anti-slavery meeting, by a formal vote. The Bishop was unwilliag 
that the Conference should approve these brethren. The ensuing 
remarks, from a member of that Conference, will be of interest to 
the reader, and directly in point. Bro. Storrs, who is named, was 
one of the " two brethren." Speaking of the Conference, he says : 

" One incident occurred which excited some surprise and pleasantry. 
When Bro. Storrs' case waa under consideration, the Bishop labored 
long and hatd to conrince him and the Conference, that the General 
Conference did not censure him, or any other member, for lectaring on 
abolitionism, but it was two bretliren, without naming any one. After- 
ward, when tha resolution approvmg the conduct of our delegates was 
under consideration, he wished « to know what was intended by the 
movers of it— whether they intended to approve of their conduct gen- 
erally, or only in Conference— to all, or only Apart of the delegates 
and then remarked, « he supposed we did not mean to approve of the 
conduct of those two brethren who were censured by the General Con- 
ference,' " 

During the year ensuing, the preachers and members of the ' 
Church in New England especially, became more than ever, inters 
ested in the subject of slavery. They were persuaded that the 
course of the presiding Bishop was in violation of the spirit and 
laws of Methodism. A deep abhorrence of slavery was becoming 
more general, and petitions were prepared and signed by thousands 
of the members, praymg the Aimual Conference to take some ac- 
tion on the subject. The time for the session arrived. The 
preachers came together determined to act ; and the Bishop met 
them, folly decided that they should not act, unless as he thotight 
expedient. The account which is now presented, was prepared by 
a member of the Conference who was present and took part therein. 
It gives a con-espondence between the preachers and the Bishop on 



46 mSTORTf OF AMERICAS SLAVERY AND METHODISM. 



the subject. He begins with answering the question — Why did 
they correspond with the Bishop ? He says : 

** We have been frequently asked, since Conference, why any 
previous correspondence was had with the Bishop upon this subject 
at all ? — ^why we did not carry the mutter into the 'Jonference, and 
have it decided there at once ? 

" If our judgment may be depended on for an answer to this in- 
quiry, we would sayi there were a number of reasons for the course 
which was taken by the anti-slavery brethren. So far as they 
had been informed, there were good reasons for anticipating op- 
position from the president of the Conference, against any action 
of that body in its conference capacity, on the subject of slavery. 
This anticipation was well founded, as the sequel proved. 

"Again, the brethren did not wish to embarrass Bishop Waugh. 
It was well known that this was the fii-st time that he had ever pre- 
sided at the New England Conference, and the fact that the duties 
of his station were not only arduous, but new to him, led many to 
suppose, that he would prefer to correspond with them, upon this 
subject, that he might nave more time to deliberate on the best 
course for him to take in the discharge of what he might believe to 
be his duty. It also seemed desirable for him to know what the 
views of a majority of the Conference were, that he might make up 
his mind with a knowledge of all the circumstances of the case. 

" Accordingly, at a meeting of the anti-slavery brethren, a 
committee was appointed to wait on the Bishop, and confer with 
him upon the subject. They did so, and at a subsequent meeting 
of the preachers, they reported, that they made the fbllowuig state- 
ments to Bishop Waugh through thek chairman. 

" 'June 6, 1837. 

" ' Bisnop Waugh : — These brethren and myself have been se- 
lected by the anti-slavoiy brethren, who are preachers, and most of 
them members of the New England Conference, to inform you that 
momorials and petitions have been forwarded from members of our 
Church, in different parts of the Conference, praying the Confer- 
ence to take such action on the subject of slavery as is set forth in 
the petitions themselves. And the Conference, for their brethren 
and themselves, would request the privilege of introducing them, 
an^ having them referred to a select committee, immediately after 
the appointment of the regular committees to-morrow. They would 
simply add, that the time for the introduction and reference of these 
memorials or petitions will probahly be very .short, as the reading 
of one will be altogether sufficient, inasmuch as they will all be of 
ft similar description ' 
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" We presented tliis address to Bishop Waugb, and he stated to 
us that he wished some time to consult some brethren on the sub- 
ject, and to consider. He stated* that what course he should talce 
if* we insisted on immediate action, ho aovld not say ; but he feared 
he should be obliged to act contrary to our wishes. We consented 
to wait for his answer until the nest morning ; and the next morn- 
ing made this statement to him : 

" * We think we have good reason to believe, that if the privi- 
lege of introducing these petitions and memorials of our |)eople is 
denied, the Conference will refuse to act on any subject that shall 
be introduced. J. A. Mekrh.!., for the Committee.' 

" It was then voted, that a committee of five be appointed to fix 
on some proper plan of operations to be adopted by us in the Con- 
ference, in case the Bishop refuses to grant us oiu: req[uest. 

" Brothers L. B. Sunderland, T. Merritt, S. W. Willson, R. Ban- 
som and E. W. Stickney, were appointed on this committee. 

" ' Voted, That we will unitedly sustain any measures the com- 
mittee shall propose, and this body concur in.' 

" The last vote was taken by rising, and all in the house, with 
one or two exceptions, rose in the affirmative — none in the nega- 
tive. 

memoriad to the bishop. 

" At another meeting in the afternoon of the same day, tbe fol- 
lowing memorial was signed by nearly seventy members of the 
Conference. ' The next day the number was increased to about 
ninety. 

" ' To Bishop Waugh. 

" ' Dear Brother : — ^The ujidermgned, members of the New 
England Annual Conference of the M. E. Church, now in session 
in this place, take this method to inform you, that they have in 
their possession a large number of memorial on'the subject of sla- 
very (similar to the one previously shown you T3y the Rev. J. A. 
Merrill) which they wish the privilege of presenting to the Con- 
ference to-morrow morning. We respectfully ask it as our right as 
a Conference, vto appoint a committee to consider and report on the 
said memorials, as also the right to act, in a Conference ciapacity, 
on any report from such a committee. 

'* Wo ask of you the fevor to inforin us, whether we are to expect 
any opposition from yourself, as the president of the Conference, 
against any action of the Conference, in the premises above stated. 

Nantucket, June 7, 1837.' 
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PaOyOSTO MEAS'JRES. 

" The committee to fix on 8, plan of operations, then reported as 
follows : 

" ' The committee to whom was referred the question as to the 
best measures for the Conference to take, in case the Bishop denies 
us the right of acting in a conference capaeit)' on the memorials to 
be presented on the subject of slavery to-morrow morning — Report, 
That, in their opinion, the best measure in the case above supposed, 
will be to lay every other question upon the table, till this right is 
granted us; as this question, under present circumstances, the 
committee believe to be paramount in its claims to any other which 
can at this time come before the Conference. And should this 
plan fail, we recommend that the Conference should adjourn to the 
commencement of another session, from time to time, till our rights 
are granted us ; and, that the intervals be spent in solemn prayer. 
And the committee would also recommend, that the ace»mpanying 
memorial be circulated for signatures, and forthwith presented to 
the Bishop. 

La Roy Sunderlaot), Chturman. 

Nantitchet, Jam 7, 1837.' 

COMMITTEE FROM THE BISHOP 

" A committee, .consisting of brothers A. Kent, D. Kilbum, 
D. rUlmore, A. U. Swinerton, and II. H. White, announced 
themselves by their chairman, Bro. Kent, as a committee of a 
council called by the Bishop on the subject of the memorials, and 
stated that they came under the sanction of the Bishop, to see if 
some arrangement could not be made to avoid a collision between 
the anti-slavery brethren and the Bishop ; and they requested that 
a conference might be held with them, either by a committee or 
otherwise. ■ 

" Whereupon the following brethren were appointed a committee 
to confer, with them, viz. : — Bros. T. Merritt_, 0. Scott, I. Bonney 
and L. R. Sunderland. 

" The next meeting of the preachers was held June 8th, at which 
the brethren appointed to confer with the committee from the 
Bishop, reported in substance as follows : — 

" Tjiat me objectians of the Bishop and the minority against what 
was asted in the petition to the Bishop, were, that there was no 
need of conference action upon the subject of slavery, as our 
Church had always been an anti-slavery society, — ^that the General 
Conference had condemned the subject of abolition, — ^that any con- 
ference action would make the minority responsible for the views 
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set forth, — that it was not conference business, — that it would un- 
cliriKtianize tlie South* — that there was a real difference between 
abolition and anti-slavery, — that the bishops had consulted to- 
gether and agreed to prevent, as far as possible, all conference 
action upon tlie subject, — that one bishop had, since the (general 
Conference, refused to put a question upon the subject, — ^that the 
conference was not a legislative body, hence the mevnorials could 
not be received, — and finally, that we could do all wo wished to 
do, just as well, in our individual capacity, &c. 

"To these objections it was replied, tlmt our Church was no 
more an anti-slavery society, than it had always been a temper- 
ance society ; and if it were an anti-slavery society, there could 
be no objection against our speaking out as a conference on this 
subject, — that if the General Conference had condemned this sub- 
ject, the minority of that conference were as unjustly involved and 
' made responsible for ••the views of the majority,' as the minority 
would now be in tliis conference, — that it was conference business, 
if the conference choose to make it so, as much as the subject of 
temperance or education, — that pur views on temperance unchris- 
tianized the South as really as our opinions on slavery ; the South 
must take care of their own characters, — ^that the objections to eon- 
fei-ence action, upon this subject, were new and unheard of before, 
as the General Conference had acted on it, the Ohio, tha New 
York, the Baltimore, Holston, and Slaine Conferences had also 
acted upon it, and no objections were raised by the presiding 
Bishops, — that the memorials of our people did not ask any legisla- 
tion on this subject, but they asked the Conference to express an 
opinion sumply — and finally, that we could not act as an anti-sla- 
very society, merely, on those memorials, because they were not 
adiressed to us as a society, but to the Annual Conference as such, 
and that the objection to conference action formed the strongest 
reason why an opinion should be expressed by that body in its 
conference capacity. 

" The committee from the Bishop wished he might be allowed 
till Friday morning for consultation and deliberation, when his de- 
cigion, on the document presented to him, should be given. At 
six o'clock this evening the preachers met, and spent about two 
hours in solemn prayer. 

THE BISUOP'S ANSWER. 

" At half past four, Friday morning, June 9th, the preachers 
met to hear the decidon of Bishop Waugh, which was presented in 
writing as follows : — 
5 
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" 'NANTTJCliET, JllNfi 8, 1837. 

2h T. Merrltl, I. Bonne >/, J. A. Merrill, and ilh rs: 

" ' Dear Brkthben : — ^Last evening I received a foiximunica- 
tion signed by you, and upwards of sixty other members of the Now 
England Conierenee of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which 
you inform me that you have in your possession a large numlier of 
memorials on the subject of slavery, (similar to the one shown me 
by the Rev. J. A. Merrill,) which you wish the privilege of pre- 
senting to the Conference. You also proceed to say, ' Wo re- 
spectfully ask ii as our right as a Conference, to appoint a commitr 
tee to consider and report on tho said memorials, as also the right 
to act in a conference capacity on any report from such committee 
and you close by asking me to iafom you ' whether you are to ex- 
pect any opposition from me as the president of the Conference, 
against any action of the Conference in the^remises above stated.' 
In reply to your communication, I respectfully and affectionately 
say to you, that as far as may be consistent with my obliguticna to 
tho General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, it vUl 
afford me pleasure to abstain from any course in which conflict or 
disagreement would be likely to arise on any subject which may 
come before the Conference. I cannot, however, admit the dco- 
trine which yoa have fc.^t up in youi communication, when you say 
that it is your right to appoint a committee to import on said memo- 
rial, and also to act on any report from such committee. I cannot 
admit this unqualified and uidimited doctrijie of right, because I 
know of no instrument or organization, or established usage, ^hieh 
gives such a right to an annual conference. Annual conferences 
owe their existence to the General Conference, and cannot have 
organization , without the action of that body in fixing the boundariea 
thereof. The General Conference determines not only the location 
and bounds of an annual conference, but defines tlie business to 
which its action extends. It will not be pretended by any one, 
that an annual conference is a legislative body. Its functions ura 
judicial and executive. Whence then the right claimed, to receive 
memorials on the subject of slavery, to refer them to a committee, 
and to act on any report which may be made by such committee 'i 
Has any conference, but the General Conference, jurisdiction over 
the subject of slavery ? I believe not. It is, indeed, admitted, 
that those conferences within whose bounds slavery exists, can and 
ought to take such cognizance of the subject as they are empowered 
and directed to do, by the General Conference, and to perform 
executive acts in fulfilment of the regulations of the General Con- 
ference ; but what executive act can be performed by an annual 
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oonf'ereuce on the euLject of slavery, in -whoso bounds it has no 
cxistenco V But th? doctrino set up cannot be admitted, because 
of its destructive tendency, if an annual conference can extend 
its jurisdiction over questions other than those tvhicb. are judicial 
and executive, then it may introduce and prosecute measures which 
may arraign, censui-e or condemn the very body which gives it 
BMstence. It may appoint a committee to investigate and report 
on any of our doctruies, either fevorably or unfavorably. It may 
take under its revision the very Discipline itself, and by report 
sanction or condemn it. Such a doctrine is too absurd and subver- 
eive of order to be admitted. But even if it were true that tl*3 
right existed, would there be eacpediency in its eserciee on the 
sulaject of slavery and abolition, £^ the present time ? Will you, 
brethren, hazard the unity of the Methodist Episcopal Church, de- 
stroy and break down her onward march, by agitating those fear- 
fully exciting topics, and that, too, in opposition to the solemn de- 
cision and deliberate conclusion of the General Conference? I 
cannot think that many of you can see your way clear to go so fax. 
Are you willing to contribute to the destruction of our beautifixl 
and excellent form of civil and political government, after it has cost 
the labor, treasure and blood of our fothers to establish it ? — and 
who, themselves, agreed to place it by compromise on that very 
base which is now sought to be overthrown ? Can you indulge in 
the zeal which hurries you on to the injury (if not the extermina- 
tion) of the very race whose enslaved condition has bo powerfully 
excited youj sympathies '? I beg you, dear brethren, to pause and 
consider before you proceed. I am not the apologist of slavery. 
I have long since settled my opuiions and habits against it. I 
would that it were obliterated from the earth ; but in view of the 
tsrribio consequences which are likely to "follow the agitation of 
those exciting topics at the present, I cannot consent to be partici- 
pant in any sense or degree, in those measures which are advocated 
by modem abolitionists. I am, nevertheless, earnestly desirous to 
avoid any collision with so lai'ge and -respectable a portion of tlie 
New England Conference as have signed the communication named 
in this reply. For all of you, brethren, I cherish the most kind 
and affectionate regard. Some of you are my intimate friends, in 
whose society I have spent many pleasant momenta. You must 
know, that I can have no motives of a personal or selfish nature in 
the course which I pursue on this imhappy subject. I have de- 
liberated and prayed — I have counselled and advised ; and have 
tremblingly, yet firmly, arrived at the following conclusions, and I 
now offer you the alternative. Before, however, I proceed to state 
them, I beg you to understand the ground on which the first propo* 
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Bitiou is predicated. It is offered as a conciliatory measure, and is 
distinctly declared to be withoirt intention or design to have it 
understood that the New England Conference, as such, is com- 
mitted by this peace ofiering, to the cause of modem abolition. 
First, I will not oppose the reading of the memorials alluded to, in 
the Conference, nor will I object to putting the question to a motion 
to refer them to a committee to consider and report thereon ; pro- 
vided you will agree to two things, which are so reasonable in 
tuemseives, that I flatter myself they will readily meet your con- 
currence. The'se are. First, that in your report you will confine 
your action on the question of slavery, to a respectful petition or 
memorial to the General Conference of 1840 ; and Second, that 
you will agree not to publish your report to either the civil or reli- 
gious community, so as to increase or keep up an excitement on the 
subject. 

But if you like not this course, nor agree to it, then I must say, 
that on a motion to refer the memorial to a committee, I shall deem 
it my duty, for reasons which I will assign at the time, to refuse to 
put the motion to the vote, and time and eternity must disclose 
the true doctrine of responsibility for the consequences resulting. 

" * Affectionately yours, B. Waugh.' 

" After the above letter was read, it was voted that it be referred 
to the following brethren as a committeee for further conference 
with the Bishop :— -T. Merritt, 0. Scoti, J. Horton, La Boy Sun- 
derland and James Porter. 

SECOND iJ»":TTEB TO BISHOP WAUQH. 

" On Saturday morning, June 10th, Bro. 0. Scott, for the com- 
mittee of farther conferraice with the Bishop, reported a letter which 
bad been commimicated by the committee to the Bishop, and also 
his reply to the same ; and also that they had had a conversation 
with Bishop Waugh, in'which he stated, (in reply to a suggestion 
that his proposals made in his first letter were liable to different 
constructions,) that he did intend — 1st, That the contemplated 
report should be simply and only a memorial to the General Con- 
ference ; and — 2d, That it should not be published at all in any 
way. 

" ' Nantucket, June 9, 1837. 

To Bishop Waugh : 

" ' Dear Brother : — ^The undersigned have been appointed a 
committee, by the brethrf"! whose names were signed to the document 
presented you on the 7th inst., to confer with you in relation to 
your reply. Under the apprehension that you have misapprehended 
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our winhee, as also the views of tbe memorialists to whom we have 
before referred, we beg leave to state — 

" ' 1. That the memorials which we wish to present to the Con- 
fereuce do not ask for any legislative, judicial or executive action 
of our Conference. They simply ask that body to ' bear its solemn 
testimony Xgainst the great sin of slavery, and also to memorialize 
the General Confei^ence on the subject.' 

" * 2. The members of the Conference who have addressed you 
upon this subject, do not claim any right of legislative, judicial or 
executive action. We wish simply to know, whether you will 
oppose, as president of the Conference, any proposed action of the 
Conference, by which it may express and publish an ophiion on the 
evils of slavery, and the best means for hastening its peaceful ter- 
mination. The right which we claim to express and publish ah opin- 
ion upon this subject, we conceive- to be the same as has already been 
exercised by the Ohio, Holston, Baltimore, New York and Mains 
Conferences, as well as the General Con/ierence ; and as the pro- 
posals in your communication of yesterday are, as we think, liable 
to different constructions, we respectfully request that you will 
give us in writing, as soon as may be, an answer to the following 
question : 

" * Will you, as preadent of the New England Conference, op- 
pose any proposed action of that body by which it may express and 
publish an opmion on the subject of slavery V 

" * With due respect and sincere aflfection, 
T. Mebritt, 
0. Scott, 

J. HoRTON, [■ Committee. 

La Roy Sunderland, 
James Porter, 

answer to the above. 

«' * Nantucket, June 9, 1837. 
To the Rev. T. Merritt, 0. Scott, La Roy Sunderland, Jotham 
fforton, and Jaines Porter : 

" Dear Brethren, — have this day received your communicar 
tion of this morning, informing me that you have been appointed a 
committee, by the brethren whose names were signed to a document 
presented to me on the 7th inst., to confer with me in relation to 
my reply, and saying that you were under the apprehension that I 
have ' misapprehended your wishes, as also the views of the memo- 
rialists to wnom you have before referred,' and requesting me to 
give an answer ' in writing as soon as may be.' You also state 
5* 
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that tho prujKifiula iii my CDinmujiicatiou nt' ycMlftday arc, us _^tiu 
think, ' liiiblo to (liffort'ut lutyijuetutioiis.' To which, I rosj)octt"ijIl_y' 
ami «iieoti(>uattjly ros|^MJnd, tlmt X regret thai iiiy '^^{^^y whoulil lie, 
either aaibiguoua or ecjuivwul. 1 designed to hjHiak a jilaiu Lui- 
guttgo, and if I have failed to cxprc^jji iuyt>elf intelUgihly riumo 
apology uiay be found for mo iu tlie tlrcumstaiices iu wh'Rh i hav*; 
been placed, in our intercourwj on tho Hubject iu contnjvor,sy in - 
tweon us. I however muat do you tJio justice to say, that your 
communieatioa of the 7th iiiat., to which my ryply waa made, n 
neither obdcure nor equivocal. It will always speak for itself; uiid 
while woorda represont ideas, or convey Hei'timuuLs, you will be un- 
derwood to assort your ' right as a conference to appoint a couuuit 
tee to oonsider and report on said, memorial.s, iis also the right to 
act in It conference capacity on any report fxoui Buch connnittoe.' 
My reply was designed to show, that for certain rca.sou8 wliich wore 
given, I could not, as the president of aa annual eoufereuee, aduiit 
suoh a doctrine of unlimited light in an aniiual conference ; mul 
that I could not beco'uo a participant in any such cluitu by allowing 
the action of tho Conference on memorials whicU relate to slavery, 
and which also involve the doctrine of modem abolitionism. 1 
regret that niy ofier of a conciliatory measure did not meet witii 
favor in your eyes, and in view of its rejection, I have only to 
repeat, that I shall, as president of the New England 0 (inference, 
decline to put to vote any question of referenco on memoriaLi which 
seek to keep up an excitement, and produce agitation on tnj>iu.-i 
which the wisdom and authority of the General Conference ha\e 
sought U) quiet and put to rest. 

"' Aifectionately yours, 1>. Wauuu.' 

" On reading the above letter, after considerable conversation 
upon the snbject, it was resolved to present the memoriaL< to tlic 
Conference, and in case the president should refubC to put a motion 
to refer them to a comraittee, that a motion should be ma^le to 
adjourn the Conference, under the direction of a committee which 
liad been appointed for this purpose. 

THB ISSUE. 

" The memorials, as we have before informed our readers, were 
not presented till Wednesday morning, June 14th. When they 
had all been presented, a motion was made to refer them to a sele<!t 
committee to consider and report thereon. The preadent refused 
to put this motion, and declared that there could he no appeal 
to the Conference from his decision in the case. He also after- 
wards declined giving any opinion as to whether those memorials 
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(lllil bi'dll nMH'! VH'tl .mil VVI'H; lll lllC jH);ii«i.Sn|nil nt iJiu ( uiiioiimcs <ir 
aol, iiiiil tiirilicr irjiiscd. to ptil <i luofiii/i fm iln: t a/hu h.'.ioii dJ an 
opimoii (ffi the ( '(inli rt^ncf on tlii;i (iiui.sUuii, aii<i (/tvi(/''il lu Mn.t 
casi), hW, ■//(> (tfi/ifdl rxtuld be luul to Lh'- iJonJr.t t'ni'c JrDiit lu» 
dcri.Hioii on the ,sui>jcct. ' 

A Holi^iiiu [iiolc.t ;i};ui!i.s!, tli(',-(> I'i|)i -K'(i[iai .i,-,;iiiiiiiti»)iiri w;w Htgnt'il 
liy lit'ty ciglU liioiiilttji.s (it" (lio ( lonreioiK o, ;iiul is iu |M>t..st'.s.iHia of 
llu! autliiir. will le nt" tht! precodiiii^ iiir-oiuit tiuiy imt, lit; 

(liriMjtly to the point uinltiT more inmmdiato < nsiilrri'* lon , wliirli ih, 
tlu' of tlif Bisliojis ; but it is all so iivtiniutcl} coiiiiccU'd , that, 
lilt) ,s(!nh.o would bi; violatAJil by scpuratioii. 

i\t tlie New Haiu}>fsluio ('ontu;«suco the is<uiu; ^> iiid wan ulvou. 
it iiiay bo |iro|M>r to f^r.c a full .itatrniont of tiio |> KUUMhuirs at thiB 
< 'imf'Tonct! also A frii'nd who was ()resont siiys : — 

" Tho New llaniywhire (Joiift'.rmice met on VVwlnosday, July Olli, 
at A. M. After roadiii^, siiiL'iti^ and prayer, tbe president 
opened witi\ a sliort address, m which he traeed the lii.^tory^of the 
M. K. C'luncli in the I iiitAid States, ayparviitly to show that the 
annual eonfiTences receive all their power from the <!eneral <,!<>n- 
fere.n(« ; and as tlie (lenural Conference has not authorize*' them 
In ai t, cxcfpt on c(!rtiiin specified matters, the prciiideiit is under 
ho oblij/ation t<j put any motion on nthfr matters, and if ttjoy liu 
any tb.nji; el>e, it is by mere cnurtesy ; and that they had better do 
nerfSS'in/ and important business first ; — do their duty, and then, 
if they had time, and were ai.-iK;:e<l to do any thinj^ mor<i. they 
uui:;ht do it 

" The anti-slavery brethren had a meeting on Tues^lay evening, 
ard concluded to ask a comniitti (• on Rlavery. 

" AcH'ordinffly, on Wcdnc^jlay niominp;, a motion was mjide for 
a commitiee. The Hishop then addressed the Conference in op{K)- 
s'itidu to the rd'.olitionista, for perhaps an hour and a half, asp.i^oinf; 
l-iis reasons for takin": tho gtand he did, and arp^aed that the BibVe 
did .instify shivery nmlcr sonie circnmstane^js ile deelintv^i putting 
the votfi for raining fmi^h a eximnnttee that day, but asTvtHi to give 
them an answer the next morning whether he would oonnent U) the 
appointment of it or not. 

" Thursday morning, the Bishop presented the following string 
of conditions npon which he wotdd comment to have thu eotnniittee 
appointftil. 

" 'The pre/iilent of the Conf'TiiKc agrees to jmt to vole the 
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motion to appoint u comu^lttto on slavery, oh. tbo follomrig c»nd5- 
tious — that is m say — 

" ' 1 . The report of said committeo h'iisil not be lead or s/lopted 
at any timo ■when the president, thi*otigh ill health or fatigue, lis 
UDder tbo necessity of being out of fha Confereuee. 

" * 2. The Gonfereuce shall not act cn the re|x>rt of said com- 
mittee till that part of the Conference business is finished which is 
ueceasary to prepiire for fixing the appohitments of the preachers. 

" ' 3. If, in tlie judgment of the president, the report of the 
said committee shall contain any article contrary to the Discipline 
of oiiT Church, or contrary to the advice of the General Confer- 
ence, as expressed in the Pastoral Address of that body, bearing 
date May 26, 1836, it is understood and admitted, that he, the 
said president, is under no obligation to put to vote any aaotion to 
adopt said report, 

" ' 4. If any preacher shall publish, or cause to be published, 
the report of said committee, or any part of it, or any statement 
respecting it, he shall be understood to be under obligation of honor 
to publish these conditions also. 

" ' ^. If the Conference shall adopt the motion to appoint the com- 
mittee, that act shall be understood as an ?igreement to these con- 
ditions. 

" ' 6. If such committee shall be appointed, these conditions 
shall be spread on the journals. 
July 6, 1847. Eluah HEDnma.' 

" the Conference refused to accept of the ' conditions' of the 
Bishop, but he was not willing to put a motion for thB refusal, 
unless his * conditions ' were entered upon tbe conference journal ! 

" Near the close, brother Jared Perkins arose, and having ob- 
tained liberty to offer a resolution, submitted the following : 

" ' "^Tiereas the Baltimore Annual Conference, at its last ses- 
sion, did say , 2'hat in all cases of administration under the Gen- 
eral Rule in reference to buying and selling men, women and 
children, SfC, it he and hereby is recommended to all committees, 
as the sense and opinion of this Conference, that the said rule be 
taken, construed and understood so as not to make the guilt or 
INNOCBNCE of the accused to depend upon the simple JACi of 
PURCHASE or SALE of svxh slave or slaves, but upon the attendant 
circumstances of cruelty, injustice or inhumanity, on the one 
hand; or those of kind purposes or good intentions .on tha other, 
tinder which the transactions shall have been perpetrated, and the 
charge be brought for immorality, and the circunisiances be ad' 
duced as specifications under that charge,-^ 



" ' Aiui wlie;eaa it is !>oUe\e(l ilie ab'.ve sense m<i opisuoa 
of thci EaluoiOio Conference is not tluit geMraily received by &e 
Mftiliodisli' E. Ghmtsb, in refereuc.e tx> th^ UsKeral Rule : 

" 'TheitttfoTO, Hssolvif^, by the membere of the NwHampshir© 
C(;}if8i'fcocf> aadembled, that -we bigWy dif«ij>prove of the above sen.- 
tiiQfiui aa expressed by the Baltimore Anuiial Conference.' 

" Bishop Hedding refused to put the motion for ibie adoption of 
this resolution, and offered as his reason, tlnat it woold bring the 
two ccnferences into coilision i?ath oacii other, and that he could 
?aot consent to do an act calculated to p-oduce that effect." 

It is not necessary to cite any furti.er endeneo in proof of the 
opposition of the Bishops to the diacufssion of this snbjoct. Their 
administration was the some, tuitii finally they induced the Confer- 
enceg to adopt wioh forma of expression as were not offensive to 
them. Then they pennitted action \ 

The si-.bject, however, will not be fully treated of, unless there 
be some mention made of a remarkable document from the pen of 
Bishop Hedding. It is usually de.sig&ated " The Golden Eule 
Argument," To prevent any suspicion of unfairness, and fumifih 
Ml interesting item in the anti-slaveiy history, all that part of the 
document relating to the rightfulness of elaveholding under pecu- 
liar circumstances, is here given. 

EXTRACTS 7B0M BISHOP HXDDIKo's ABOBJBSS. 

" But it will be sfked, What right has any member of our 
Church to own a slave ? Before I answer thig qnests<»i, I will jort 
say. and I wish what I now say to be dis&idly pamembered. I 
am ready to disapprove the dove trade, the system of slavery, in.- 
cluding all the unjust and cruel rights which any laws are supposed 
to ^ve, and all the injustice and cruelties inflicted on slaves, as 
decidedly as Mr. Wesley did. 

"But all the^ points are ludde of the main ques&m^ Hbs 
main question i»i What right have any of our xaemlxNrg to hold 
slaves? Or, What i^ht has the Chuy^ib to allow them to hold 
sla,Te8? li^ I be ndsundesstood, before I proceed I beg you to 
observe, that owning or holding a slave, does not indbde «xeroisla^; 
all the lights which the laws are supposed to give the maatesr over 
the swvant^ but only such as are neoeBaazy f<ff the good (tf/tber 
s^ant and the safety of the master, all the euromnstanoas being 
taken into ^ account. Now let us {mswer the quefitioa. 3%e 
right to hold a slave is founded on this rule, ' Thexefrare, all thingt - 
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■whatsootexr yo would fchat men should do to you, do ye even so to 
tijcm ; for tiiis is the law jind the prophets.'— Jfatt. vii. 12. All 
acts in relalion ito slaws, aa well as to every other subject, which 
cannot be peiformed in obedience to this nde, are to be eoademned, 
and ought not to be toiiarated in the Churoh. If no case oan bo 
foimd where a man can own a slave, and in that act obey this rule, 
thesi there is so case in -wHch elavc-owning c«n be justiiSed. But 
if oviejcase can be found where a man may hold a slave, and by the 
civil law own him, and in that act obey this rule, then there may 
be ten ^ch cases, or ten thousand. And that there are many 
such caaes among our brethren in the Southern States, I firmly 
b^Keve. If I did not believe this, I could not do the datiee the 
Chmch requirea me to perfonn when I attend the Southern Con 
fturenctti. If I had not believed it in 1824, . I could not have 
accepted the charge committed to me, when I was inade one of the 
Buperintendent^ of tlie whole Church, including slaves and their 
masters. Not that they daim or exercise aH me rights H)vor their 
servant.*} that thie laws are intended to give them ; this their Dis- 
cipline, their eonflcience, thei3f religion and thebr Bible forbid; but 
they chtim and exercise oidy so many rights as the laws of justice 
and mercy require. The law of Virginia forbids emancipating any 
slaVe iiter he is forty or forty-five years old, and even renders the 
tMhg impossible. What, then, can the Methodists in that State do 
with their slaves who are over that age, but hold them, and act 
toward them according to the Saviour's rule ? In several of the 
Southern States, if a slave is emancipated, and is not cut of the 
State In a short tims, the civil officer is required by law to take 
hns arid sell liiin at public vendue to the highest bidder. 

" I have oouveiaed freely and frequently with many of our 
members in sevOTa! diflfetent States, mid their answer has been in 
Bttbstance this — ' We camrot «et our slaves free without injuring 
thsm, for they would go into worse hands, or into a worse condi- 
tion. It would not be doing as we wotQd be done by.' And I 
be&eved ^em, and you would believe them if you knew Aern aa 
well as I do. Wfll you say they do not aU act up to this rule 1 
ISial miiy be, but some do ; b^d that is it good reason why yon 
£^idnid vat ebiidiamn them aH as ffinnerb. Otir members m tiiie 
Nor& do- not sQ act up to that rule, even in bi^ying and eelluig, 
aaA vsi^ treatbu^t of liired servants and day laborers. 0!bst, iii> 
dteeA, % ft esuse 6f llmentatioB, bat not a reason for oondeioldiig 
a|t^ tkb "pedple as anntsrs. Our people in the Sonth Have feipe- 
rlisiti^ ^ sanie leMgiottyou have, and matiy of tbein love ow 
Uteniid liord and Saviour as wieli as you do, and are w!llhig to do 
and sufier as much for the cause of Christ as you are ; and I am 
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not autliorizex]. to be the mst?uiueiit of passbg confereaee roaolu- 
tions which eveu imply that tlioy arc all sinnoips. Many of those 
jKioplo are also well enlightened, ar.d yet they really believe it is 
their duty, considmng the laws and otJier circumstances uuder 
■wbicb they live, tx) hold, govern and protect the eiaves they iiavo 
inherited from their fathers, as you believe it is your duty to hold, 
govern and protect your sons at the age of eighteen or twenty. 
Tliey believe that to emancipate their eiaves would be breaking the 
rule, do aa you would be done by. Some of them may en* in 
judgment; if so, we cannot convince thorn by cemBiring them 
here — othef means must be used, if ever tliey are oonviiiced. But 
that they are wrong in principle, cannot be proved, unless you ean 
produce a precept of the ^Jivine law equal to this, thus saith; the 
Lord, ' Tnou sualt no own a slave.' But this precept is iwt 
in the Bible, 

' ' There may be hypocrites among those brethren who hold slaves 
for gain, or wno tres^ them unjustly aad cruelly. Let them be 
condbmned with the anners — ^let them be expelled from the Chuw^ ; 
but do not condemn the righteous with the wicked, nor grieve those 
whom God has not grieved. 

" Will you say slavery is condemned in the parts which oompose 
it t This is true of the slaye-trade, of the ^stem, and oi ail the 
injustice and cruelty inflicted on the slaves ; but it is not true in 
cuxiums^ccs where the best posable thing a man cssi do for his 
slave is to hold, protect, feed and govern him. Will you say, 
' Undo every but den, and let the oppi-essed go free?' But wa 
people I have described are not oppressed by their owners. If their 
present owners should set them free, they would be oppresaed by 
others. They are now held to protect them from oppreaaon ; and 
to own them is the only way to protect them. 

" The Methodic in that country are few and feeble in oompari* 
son with the multitude ; they cannot change the laws and the oiiv 
cumstances which render it necessary, in their estunatdion at leasts 
to keep their slaves, any more ^lan you oan change or repeal the 
laws which permit makmg, importing and vending ardent spirits. 

" In the year 1784, when our Church was orgaiiixea, ther« 
were both preachers and private members in her cranmnnion who 
owned slaves, and I believe there never has been »id&y sinoei but 
some such have been found among us. Some o€ the '^oateet re* 
v'ivals we have over had were in the slave states, and t^iose at 
times when wo were receiving slave owners into the church ; te«Ar 
ing those who could put away their slav^ oir over Lotd's nkfe, to 
do so ; and also ieacluag those who eould not thus leleiee tliefift»- to 
conduct toward them as the Savior directed." ^ - ■ 
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Suoli are the opinions of Bishop Hedding. He believes slave- 
holnlmg may be justified by the " gx)ldea rule and ai-gues that 
Meihodists hold slaves according to this rule. The design in thia 
work is to record fecte, without in all caees pausing to comment 
upon tb«m. The heat comment upon these extracts, as indicating 
the views of the writer, may be to quote the following remarks 
respecting the New England Conference for 1838 : 

" The C1.0SING SosNH. — A few minutes before the journal was 
ifta'I, previous to the close of the late session of the New England 
Conforence, the Bev. 0. Scott arose in his place, and offered the 
foBowiiig preamble and resolution, stating at the same time, that 
tJiey wore precisely the same that were adopted by the Pittsburg 
Cojiference, at its last session, Bishop Roberts in tlie chair : — 

" * Whereas the rule which prohibits the buying and selling cf 
men, wcnnea and children, with an intention to enslave them ,^ has 
recently been subjected to various constructions, not only differing 
fixim each other, but in the judgment of many of the ministers of 
our Church, neutralizing the force and bearing of this plain and im- 
portant rule : We, therefore, consider it a privilege, and above 
idl our bounden duty to offer the following resolution aa the sense 
cf this conference respecting the rale in qnestion : — 

" * Resohed, That, in the judgment of this Conference, all traffic 
in tiie souls and bodies of our fellow men, under any circumstances, 
which «ther originates or perpetuates slavery, is a direct violation 
both of the spirit and letter of our general rule on this subject.* 

" Bro&er Seott, in a veiy few remarks, urged the adoption of 
the above preamble and resolution, especially as there could be no 
valid objection against the New England Conference's adopting a 
resdutiMt on tihiis subject, which feid already been adopted by 
another eooference of the same church. However, Bishop Hea- 
ding tefosed to put the qnostion for the adoption of the above. 

" Bro&er Scott tlien offered thefellowiug, stating that they were 
the sasoe resolntions which Bishop Heddm^ himself put for 
adoption let the last sessicm of the Genesee. Conference, and which 
were ad(^i»ted by that body nearly unaaimoutily 

" 'JFkst, That m the judgment of this Conference, our Discipline 
va dddaziog tift* fliaveiry is great evil is to be understood as pro- 
QOuaeBag not upoa its (ovil and political, so lomoh as upon its wwmrf 
di&meteri' ■■■^ 

" •' Seeboi; "Hjat tiie baying and selling of men, women tod 
dbiljlcM^ with aa intenlaon to endave tii^, are terms, thitt in their 
obvious import, relate as well to tlra internal as to the ferdi^ tmflk 
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in iitmian beiiigs, so tLat tlie buyhig and" selling of men, -women 
and children, with an intention either to originate or perpetuate 
their enslavement, is a violation ot' the di^iplinary interdict* 

" But Bishop Hedding refused to put the motbn for the adoption 
of these also, stating that he was not certain they were the same 
which had been adopted by the Genesee Conference, and he had 
not time then to examine them. 

" In a few minutes after, tlie journal for the day was read, and 
on perceiving thit the secretary imd not recorded the refusal of the 
chair to put those resolutions, the mover expressed a wish to have 
it entered upon the journals. This request was also refused by the 
chair, for the want of time ! These refusals were the more q^ict- 
iiiff, as the mover of the resolutions had been at the early part of 
the session tmce refused the privilege of presenting a number of 
memorials on the same subject to the Conference, f(& the want of 
ti7m. Finding himself denied of his last request, brother Scott 
took bis seat, exclaiming in a tone of suppressed grief, ' I am 
grieved — feel oppressed by these proceedings.' 

" Upon which Bishop Hedding immediately called upon him to 
close the Conference by singing and prayer. Ee declined. 
Brother Horton was tihen called on, and he arose and gave out— 

* Come on, my partners in distress, 
Mj comrades through this wilderness, 

Who still your bcmies feel. 
Awhile forget your ^iefs and fears, 
And look .^yond this vale of tears 

To that celestial hill.' 

• 

" The whole hymn was never eong, perhaps, when it was more 
appropriate to the feelings of the persons By whom it was chaunted." 

It is quite possible that abolitiomsts might mistake tlie char&oter 
of the sentimente and conduct of the Bishops, as above noted. By 
declaring that the Bishops are pro-slavery, it may be tkit ^ey are 
in error. But if anti-gkveiy, their action wotild not be approved 
by the slavcholding boihfetdlxces. Tet it vm m {^proved. This 
demonstrates the ebrrectness of the eeniittient held by abolitjomstsi 
Bead the following preamble and xesolations adopted in \ij 
the Geor^ AeuusI Confeeeiice. Hear their opiinonsiaii to tbe 
oharaoter of ^averyr*«-and thin notice tibioir " profomid ree^t utd 
ftpprobati6n>'' of the eoinse porsdod bjihe Bishops I v t 

Whertfis theW is a clause in'the Diseiiiiinc 6t oar Gll^H, mi^h 
vtafesUnit we ai<»a8iatiBh ad ever co)iVtnce4 of the great evU of 
(5 
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uenf — ajil whereas the said clause haa been perverted by ao^c, aad 
UKed in such a manner as to produce the impreBsion that the Method>^t 
Episcopal Church believed slavery to be a morai evit, 

" Tnestofore, Jfiemlvedy That it is the sense of the Georgia Annual 
Con&ienoe, that slsvet;, kb it exista in the United States, not a 
moral eeil. 

Resolved, Tb«t we view slavery as a civil and domestic tnstitation, 
and one with which as ministers of Christ we< hare nothing to do, further 
than to ftraeliorate the condition of the slave by endeavoring to impart 
to him «nd his master the benign infiuence of the religion of Christ, 
and aidiAfr botti on their w&y to neaven. 

On aiotion it w«s Resolved, UTtantmously, That the Georgia Annua) 
Conference regard with feelings of profound rcsgect and approbatipn, 
the digaified course pursued by our several superintendents or Bishops 
in sappressing the attempts that hcve been made by various individuals 
to gM up and protract an excitement in the churches and country on 
tike ■abjeot.of abUitfonUm. 

^^JResolvedJfitrthert TheX they shall have our cordial and zealous sup- 
port in sustaining them in the ground they have taken," 

Tii& resolutions of && Geoi^ Con^renoe axe rat}ier out of place 
in tibis connsction. But they ^ow liow^ the action of the bishops 
sympatluze the opinioa ik-i " simery is not » moral eyil-" It 
reipires no great sagamty to diaoov^r this. Believing it to be « 
moral evil, would they dei^y the aimual con&ceii6es the ri^ht of 
saying so ? Surely not. If it is stiggested tbat the opinions of the 
bishops have been misrepresented by these remarks — ^it is answer- 
ed that for several years m CauSestmoe ma allowed to say that 
slaYeholding.wasa an. The bMiops, without an exception, reftised 
to put eviiry stteh vesdutiem or sen6ment tOTote. And Bishop 
Hedding ^ves the very reason which has been assigned, above. 
When i^QaHdng .^ bedding ala^ without b«ng guilty of on, he 
mys : '* If I did not bel^e this, I «ould iiot do the duties the 
Chioeh iwquiras me t6 perform, wlm I attend the Sotcthem Coor 
fmw^^' *' Ova fteople m^b» South h»ve e3q)erienced the same 
religion yi>a harre—<aiid I am not auihotriaed to be the xostnoAfflit 
of fssdag Oottfiareiice lesdtitioiis, whiok«vea imply that &ey are 
«]1 sixmiBiH." last remark i^es tite iKsuxm that w^ 
aidgned .ftr oppeo]^ Conference ndtion at tlje ^oeQii . To the 
fiMate abeady^^ven, it may be added, Hat ia 188K, iib ihe New 
Kngland Coiil»«iiee,- in Lgpan, Mnra. , bidbep Sotde or Waug^ X6> 
fcm^ tp tSlon ^ oandidates % ^ lOofimbei^jp to taawex the 
fMei>mag qdestaoas inm la Bey S«»derliind>*M** ikee yom «b abofr 
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tioTU3t2"-— and ** Do yoa acknowledge thafc slavery is contrary to 
the iwwfi of God, mm a»d aati?ie, and hurtfol to society j contrary 
to the dio^tes of conscionoe fmd pure religion, and doing that 
wWdh we woiild not others should do to ns jvnd oturs ? " Two 
months before, at ihe Phiiadeiphia Conference, the writer heard the 
following question ^ed of the candidates Sot admisson, the 
consetit of the presiding hisbop — " Abb tou an ABOLmosrsT? 
with tiie ayowed purpose of rejecting tliein 03 such. The sa&e 
Bishop (Bishop Waugb) refused to pat a resolution agsonst slaTCiy 
to vote in tihe Maine Conference. 

At the New England Cooference for 1840, in Lowell; Orange 
Scott attempted to present a memorial from private members of ^le 
Church, asking tihe Annual Conference to express an opinion 
against the " colored tesHmony " resolution xjf the General Confer- 
ence. But he was peremptoiily forbidden even to read the 
memorial, by Bishop Soule, who ^^^ddied, And aa late as 1842, 
at the Springfield Conference, Bishop Waugh refused to allow a 
resolution to be put to vote, which said sUwehoMing was a sin. 
The mover of tbia was "WilKam Smith, since pastor of tide Church 
street Church, Boston, now deceased. The writer will never forget 
the look of surprise ajad disappinjment with whichBro. S. resmned 
bis seat, on being repulsed, by the Bishop, who enly said, " I ]»iljl not 
consent to put that yesolutiop, s«ad it is, too daJiO to, ^^ve .titfe je^sc^ns for 
refuang to entertain it." Jl3[eaniii&,itj?a3 supposed, tbat ^ stand- 
ard opinions of the Church and tlia . settled purpose of the Bishops, 
in favor of slaveholding und«r some cif^uEostanei&s, were too well 
known to need any explanation. v 

It is not assum'^d that every act ^f -emfik ii^vidual bisk>p has 
been nqted down -j^d folly ,«ta:^'4d. But enough has been pceseafc- 
ed in their own uiigoage, to ^ible evwy candid mind to form an 
iiitelHgeft opioioa of tbcir reaj p(^ti«n, in respect to E^veiy 
and aboiiur . iam. me renuujcs accon^panying the qoota^ocs 
ST'- - ^ Ibertiy to judge. The 'oQmi. -pcia noted willitit 
is l^lieved, eestefl/iish the followin|^ assumptions respeetiiig^ i^i^. 
Tl ;mt ^}%tibi the carli^^Q^jEoc^ powerful oppoation to i^f> sa^' 
^i&jery JSacn^^ t*astQiaI i<etier," in wbich iiiflgr bj- 
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voke presiding elders, preachers, trustees, and all ofBcial mem- 
bera to \mite mix them in putting down alK)lifci(Hiism -by refus- 
ing to allow .Ajinual 0onferenoe» the right or privilege of .condemn- 
ing slaveholding ; — by adTfiaing all the members wholly to refrain 
from <^e anti-elaTery discuasion, through the General Conference ; 
and then eonstruing that "advice" as law, a violation of which 
involved the penalty of expulsion from the Church oir ministry - 
and finally, by arguing in defence of slaveholding, proving it to 
be, in their opinion, sometimea right by the law of Qod. AH the 
Bishops have not done each of the aot» specified, but all that is 
enumerated, baa been done by Bishops of the Methodist Efns^pal 
Churohl 



CHAPTER IV. 

ACTION OF TBJS A2WUAI. AND QmSBXh CONKBBBNOBS IS VAVOB OV 
BLAVjmX.^ANI) AGAINST ABOimONISM. 

How£V£» reluctant any may fisel to accredit the &ct, that the 
executive oflScers of the Chtneh gave th^ influence against anti- 
ekvery action, and in favor dP slavery, it cannot be denied. It 
has been said, in extenuation of their course, tbt^. they only opposed 
an ojBfenave form of action, vrithout vnshing or deigning to jEavor 
slavery- If this was true, then their administrrtion would ^ve 
evidence of the feet, when rej?olutions were oi^fod condemning all 
antt^Very a^tation. And niore especial^Iy, when it was pro- 
posed in animal coi^rences, t6 apologize for aoA defend slavery. 
But in these ^^tses not a word of dissent was uttered l^. them, I 

When northern conferences would have acte^ a^iinst j^veiy, 
tiie Bishops would ik^ allow it, beicause they were responsible to 
the Gehei^ Cbiiference far the sentamenta they ^owed an annual 
idOOfereite^ to express on slaveiy.. So said the Bi^bps. So let it 
be understood. They declared thein^lvois unwiUing to be ^e^n- 
ohle for th6 sentiments bf anti-filavery-conferences, but they made 



BO objectioa T^hatever, to assume tho/ irespoBjRbility of all iliat 
slaveholding oonfereuoes chose to say in ^avor of sbrreiy I If it 
be iirged, that they ^ere placed in this position invoi?intar%,'fir6m 
an unwillingness to, oome in collision with the sout^iem conferense^, . 
then it will appear, that it is more congenial with th«ir feelings to 
forego the exerqjse of Episcopal' p^rogatives £&Vor of i^very, 
than in oppoffltion to it. For si^di e preference iSi»e can be no 
exouse Wt . tlu&~-iihey do not believe alaToholdeia be jiimers. 
this groijnd cundoot is joetaMiJe. " 
With t^ese remaxks will be introduced to notioe the «otiba of 
variona confexenoes Against abolftionisni, and in &,Tor of elaTery. 
The first, is the report of a committee of ibe Ohio Annual Confer^ 
euce. it deserves special alitentipn (com, the fact, that the first two 
persons named pre now Bi^hopis ii> ihe jOhnroh. As thd first 
annual conference action, it deserves iiotioe. After prescw^ing at 
length a report wluoh ar^es- in &vor of colonix&tion soetetiies 
and agednst abolitipnism, tlie report concludes in the foEowiiig 
Wmier : i , . 

' ' There is one o&er view of the subject on wbioh Ire ahidl bkit«h' 
touch, for the purpose of odSttg to it ilie attention of aU interested , 
that they may examine It at their leisure. The 23d ardclQ of our 
religion, recognizes the ^onstitcttion of the United States as the 
parent of our cdvil tebtions,^ us Ihe general riiles of our dvil con- ' 
duct, and as determining' our ci^ o^^aiioas; and in feeii t i&fflyl 
note appended to the same, it is made our dul^ as Ohii£^^ ^f^f^ 
ters, to use ail laudable moans to en^in obdlienee to powers 
that' be. To ihi» artide Mc^lliodists stibscribe, hfintsoie^ 
members of ihe Cbuioh. Mpi-eover the Constituiioix of the JJvSbed 
States, to which it refers, impHqitly secures^-to^e ^utb^ St«^ 
the peaceable possesion and right of control over their slavesi with 
whiwi we of the free Stages have no right to interfere. Therefore, 
i)Di our ojanion, tlioise higbl^^ed riieamires ^ fii0 abolitiopa^ 
which pro^uee snch excitement and alarm in tSie jSooth, aftft fwt 
officious cf (strangers with their dottie^ i6lh/&ii&, wJ^ 

gives so tnuoh oi^noe, are at war with the prinrapleSs (tf^^jflm^ 
tutioi J iiwL consequently ncJ Ifej&ddist can eonsd*Bijti/1^^ 
or apgfove 1feB& oW ' * 

" To sum np tli^ vrtiole brielfy, tind call tiie attenifcn of ttte Ccte- 
fbrence to^a few points more denmtely, your committee beg lieawto 
snbimt the following resolutions for adoption ; harady ; 
G* 



" iSm^sd, 15isA »s tha frimSa of peaocsable, gradual emsiici' 
{»t<Ucn, iukve; bo canse to regret the course which has bsen p^ir 
sued by Motibodist Ejpisoojpd Church on the subject of slavery , 
as set rort in the Bisoipjinei but retain undiminmed confidence 

V J^Jt^ lEIftt de^^ ris^ret the {H»oe^^Ungs of tiie sbo- 
BiQiiielas aad^ a^i^^ 9op;«tie3 in; the fi^ siatos, and the con- 
seg^uent exdtsment thereby pnjduced in the slave states; that we, 
?t^VCcd(^r6ii{fe, SSaeltihd all oonUectiOn and oo-operation with, or 
belief in the samQ ; and ^tert-^e hereby reeominend to out jonioir 
^«(eieiuBr8, ;ioeai l[Hetiiren,' SQ^ mmbeots within ^our boundB, 

tp j^^oiQ ai^ «)pmicw^<Hi wkh them, ^ pfus^c^^liMi of ^eir 

a6l)s m tlie planuses iWlu^^ 

*' iMeiolved, 4hat those brefliren and cltizeng of the North, who 
refflst thia aboHtion inwemente with ftn^ess and moderdtion, are 
true inmoA to the Gh«reh» ior the siaWi of the Soalh, and fo the 
t^OQijjastidaofiOtff conmum i^ ; and that to eBcoura^ lixftsio- 
n^^toiy lectowa hj for^m sanguinary publications in 

fevor of inupediate -abolition, is injiinou^ to ohpistian fellowship, 
dimgetotis to 6ur eivil associations, unfavorable to the privileges 
and spiritual interests of the slaves, and imbecoming any Christian 

<< JLii orof whkh is rospeetliDak 

. T. A. M0BEI8, 

^SCW Mowing fl<J&n was had m 1836, by the iBahainore Aa- 
ntnd tion^renod. B ia ^itei iais imdence of the time^rving 
wM<Si was deemed necessary 4o <jaiet the public mind. 
Sfonw' to Tinhorn it is due, however. tOiey condemn slavery, 
ti^io^ mildly . 

*• 4t ;a late mi^jme of the Baltinaore iomual !0<ffllfej?ence of the 
iRfeAod^flE^^ Church, held in Bdttimore, the foHowii^ pte- 
8Ql|ue wa t lesplutions weii^d iinnnunoasly 4^'^itod> a&d the j^jo^ 
<^^ fas(iVXBc^ Mid pobartdon^ra present, in nitunW 157, wore 
3olwspedij.!«ij^ Ordensd, to be pubHshed. The SecreOa^y was also 
directed fi> fomiah Eev. Jno. A. Collins withta 00^ &r .insortioa 
in Hifi <3fcl^ and liiteUigencer of WashiB^fewirGifcy. 

" , • . ■ . , ■ , ■ , , ■. .-. . ■ ,. ' 
* Now ia the " 0faurch South." The others are Nprtfeera;?i^op». 



msToay op amebican SitAVBSv asd hkthooibm. ^ 

" Whsheab, great excitement has pomcl^ tiiis ccrantrjr few some 
time past on the subject of ftbolition j and, vrhereag, fiuch sxdlte- 
miMit is believed to be destructive to the best inieree^ of the 
ssjuaipy and of reUgion : therefore, 

1. Mesohed, iHiat 'we are as much as ever oenvktoed xjf ti» 
great evil of slavory/ . 

" That we are opposed m ©very part and paiiicahar to ihe pw- 
oeedings of the abolitaouist^ j whieh look to £h$ imme^ale/^^^ 
oriminate, and general .emancijpAti^ 

♦ ' 8. That -we haw no cooaeetion with any press, by "^i^ttma^ 
conducted, in ihe interest of the abolition cause. 

" M^soimd, That the Iforegoiug preamble tmd »esoiuti(ms, «^ied 
<he membcses of ihia Conjferenoe, be Sent to the ^tors of 
ChriBtian Advocate and Journal, N. Y., Western Advo- 
cate, Cincmi^ali, Zion'a Herald, Boston, and Christian Sentinel, of 
Richmond, fpr publication in those ipapora- 

" A true Copy, with the omisffliin oi the nam^. 

The s^e ye^tt, the NeTV Yqik Coij^aE^nee camo tjo tihe irqcif, 
and iid{)p(«d tlus foUomng Biepcnjb, whi<^ waa {xrepai^d «id ised .% 
Dr. Bsx^ 

" The Cwnimttee to ;whbm refOTte^ U^e «rabj^ <J 
ism, beg loaVe to iReport 

" That having deliberated together on this Bubject, they are of the 
opimon that it |b t j^be Aiity ef the juembei» :<tf Iha^ Gcm^iirdnce, 
v^olly > re^fisjbft firpjn all ^f^^^Htion jajeagg^ aaid, »vavep»<giti?, a^i 
being irioompai^ble yij£Si their duty ^ np^^ters cif , the 
Christ, and fli piOmpteiB of tlie ^c^l^d yelftre of the Uht^^^tip 
wJaoh ihey fceloftg; ' They,- Qi^r^bre, jpeebiMediS^ td tS© Coiflfepfece 
.^»deap&m^fd^^&^^ ■""'■[' ' 

" Besoived, ^hat this Conference fully concur in the advjtee of 
the Me Geuoi^ CQ^ferencc!, as .^jtpre^^ ^^^ T^i^Tt^ aA^ 
in the fbllwong w V . . ■ ^ 

* ' [The part of thel^astond Ad^lxeas h^ refen«d to m «n fieg&jiSL 
1^ resoMop. binds, ^e members <^-&e 0(^ti^QM, in ^<ibi^ 
igua^ of w Addjresp, ' yfttoiwr to rejmin ftonk Ma ^gjtofi^ 

'? vB8S6?wrf, That we ^ppioTO of the tnembras of flilB €oidfe^ 
ilp^omoogj^'Gr in .eaij wi.y ^viag oonnteiuuUKt'ijto a ti^Mar 
oaHed * 25i[m'» Waiohmaa;' bejia^ge, in optefcft, ^it 1iea*fcJ'fe 
disfcorb the peabe and harmony cif the bpdy, % siti>»iag^fis^i8ie!iv> 
jn tbe.Ohar*.: ■ -< -'^ 
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" Reached, That aitliough we would not condemn any man, or 
witJ^ld our sufi«ig»s fiom mm on account of his optniom, merely, 
in referenoe to the aibject of abolitionism, yet we are decidedly of 
the opinion that none ought to h« elected to the office of a deacon 
or ^d^ in.ow Ohuiioh, unmsss he give a plbdgk to the Confer- 
ence that be Jwili refrain from agitating, the Chirrch with diBcus- 
mxiS^ jaa this sabjeot, and the more especially as the one promises 
*■ reyo7eoiJjr:tQ.o^y„1^m to whom the charge and government over 
him 18 committed, £Liillowing with a glad mind and will their godly 
admomtaOfis/ and tibe other, with equal solemnity, promisee to 
' maintain find set forward, as much as lieth in quietness, 
peaoe, and: love unong all Christiai peojde, and especially among 
wsa^ ths^ shaU be committed to their charge.' iUl whiclr 

is tOB^^e^Sxi^j eulamtted. 

"D. OsTRANDKB, Gkcdrmom." 

At a subsequent sesaon of the same Conference, they resolved, 

" Tbaii in the judgment of this Conference, it is incompatible 
witih thtf duty which its menjbers owe to the Church, as its ministers, 
fer th«h to be engaged in attending anti-slaTery conventions, de- 
liVecitig aboiition let^urea, or forming, mdi^ very societies, either in 
or out of the Church, or in any way agitating the subject so as to 
disturb the peace and harmony of the Church, and that they be, 
and hereby are affectionately advised and admonished to refrain 
from all these things." 

It would a{^pear from these doings, that abolitionism was a much 
more ahinuing evil than slavery. Conference action was necessary 
to oppose the first, wWle slavery was to bei let alone. Or, if 
toucheel upon, it must be in justi^satioii or defence. Thus we find 
the Baltimore Conference declaring in 1837, respecting jiie slavfr- 
fcrade,— ^ 

cases of administration, under the general rule in 
reference to * buying and selling men, women and children,* &c., 
it M and is hereby recommended to all committees as the sense and 
oiBnic«i <rf this ConfBrence — that the said nJe be taken, construed, 
«ad nutdentood so ag not to make the guiit or innocence (rf the 
accused to depend upon the simpU fact of purchase or tale of any 
tiu^:$la$& ^ davett^ but i^m the attendant ctrctmstamei o£ 
crq^Ity, iopsjlioe, or Mium»Qity, on one hand, or those -of kind 
pmrpQ^es 4t g^od intuitions on the other, undesr' winch the -trsEss ' 
aotioQs ahall have been perpetrated ; and fiurther* it is recoimnendod 
<hi4 in aU aoch cases the charge be brought for immorality, 
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ftad let the circumstances bo adduced as epecificationB imder that 
charge." 

The opinions of the Georgia Annual Conference hare already 
been quoted. They are copied in part here, with accompanying 
remarks:— 

" WnBBEAS there is a clause in the Pisciplino of ottf Church 
which states that we are as much as ever oiMiTiBoed of iK& great 
evil of slavery ; and, whereas the 9tM. ckuro has beec perverted 
hj some, and iisad in such a nianner as to oroduoe the impression 
tfiat the Mettiodist Bpiaoopal Church believed slaver j/ to be a moral 
evil— 

" Therefore, Eesohed, That it is the sense of the Geor^ An- 
nual Conference, that slavery, as it exists in the United Stetes, is 
not a moral evil. 

" Resolved, That we view slavery as a dvil and domestic in- 
stitution, and one with which, as ministers of Christ, we have 
nothing to do, further than to amelioiate the condition of the slave, 
by endeavoring to impart to him and his master the benign infln- 
enoes of the religion of Christ, and tdding both on their way to 
heaven.'' 

The editor of the Pittsburgh Conference Jbnrnal, a Methodist 
Bpisoopal paper, (^pied these resoluiibtas, addiiig the Allowing 
renmrks — 

" What a pity it is that the Methodist Episcojial Church did not 
long ago make the grand discovery liow made by the Geoigia 
brethren ! It is certunly mortifying to think that the Church has 
been for so many years solemnly inqtoiring what shall b6 dobe for 
the * xxxiBJPATiDN ' of a mere ' civil and ^mestio instatution,' tbat 
has no moral evil ih it. But is it n(^ scmid^hat strange that the 
GeoT^'a Conference, having 'no^tf^ to>^' witli this domestic 
institution, but ^td ameliorate^ the cotvdition of the slave, by 
endeavormg 4)> imos^-t to hicii wad his nutster the b^ugn inflneniees 
of the religion of tJhrist,' should, nevesrthelesst so gravely legislate 

A correspondent of Zion's HertJ^. of Boston, wrilang from the 
South, without reference to these resolutions, gives in a lew words 
^e true reason, which doubtless induced this ifctaon,---«fys this 
iorrespcndent : 

" The G«or^ Conference occupies a ogmma-iding and infinen- 



<aal pod^on in tlie society of State : one in wMoh ite m<Mnber9 
may, and do, achieve much good. But it is one -which has ite dif- 
ficulties too. For the ^veiy iaot th»t thay .stand ia sach affinity to 
the l^odpig and i^uepitial men in the State, BulMeota them contan- 
vaUj to' a strong iiifiueiice from the opinion of ^e public, — ^mbre 
so than any body of minbters I have ever knovra. It is this 
yiH(ilx< pwt9fm .^ esctrame o^nfio^rene^s on eome mataters do- 
md^tic fc^sy «pd ipoliUcal jeNtannes. I jay tbu^ thin^ hy no 
\B]t8«a;QS jfO eenBtm^ jbem, bat s$6rely aa &oi}! wbieh have £>!kn under 
my notice, or as inifeE^C!^ drcuKn fyom ibose fitctg. No man not 
fivoitarly sitni^^ed, oim t^ll how bb voold act. All jndidous men 
would reanire some time for reflection, before they would be willbig 
to' amy w«n!UMlTes of^nly against ail the leftding men in the com- 
jpttnjij, p!i Bwtters^f 4 f»lit^ natnre." 

The South Carolina Confejrenoe followed in the if ciie of Georgia, 
at its sesaon in GolitBabb, (S. C.) Jimnary 18, 1839. ^« stxh- 
joiuod aeocmnt w&e pdbliBhed in the SouUifim Christian Advooate. 

** Gniihe last d;^ of iie sesaon, Jan. 18, Bev. W. Martin in- 
troduced resolnfions in &vor 6f slavery, siinilar io those passed by 
ih» Georgia Conference. 

;V ^3roih6r I^anafiUy ajpproyed of the doctrine of the resolutions, 
but r«|sutrked Qp^ .incona^nqy pf any Acvdpn of conferenoe en a 
Buliject whi(ih was avowed to be foreign fixOn its province. He 
also brought to view the mischievous use which might be inade of 
it in sonierpiirte «f tfee oo?B)it>y, ithara aeme^too^ to take np-the 
4iiae» Mid pervert (ie. b?iai»e(» of eotofeieae© wim idebatea irf abo- 

^jlro^Qt W. Q»fie>t^ji^sm$ed a ^^^Duristitm that'the sentim^ * 
of *hf» lesqlwlion waa siiBiivflWiJlyiheld, n^ only-fcyrtho imnistm 
.o/,thM C4n^ftrmo$/^0f tk^^ IScmth. iStiU3be)afeknowl«dged 
tibe foKoe^ the fefn«Kkv,inftde by brotJier -Dannelfy ; and would 
willingly >do noi^g wlw^ xsa^ eter be perviarted into a pretest 
tax im.vmM^H^ dmmimia& wH(^ were going «n in an«4her 
^PfOtajr. ciSke d«Maai»*.a^ docteine,;!W»s» • It be- 

longs to Oeesar, and nok, to the church.' But the subject, ocr 
wrong, had got into the church. B[e would sug^egt to the mpver 
Kft tfes^itifons, wbether it^Wght ndt heritor, all thii^s con- 

%lS9her^r5we 1k)M: tb^ ^.^^^ 
States 1» not one proper for the action of liie dhurch,; bi:ft ia e^cdur 
srvely appropriate to the divil authorities, therefore, 
** *■ Ico$oh$d, G^i tliis Conduce will net int^eddle with it, 



71 



farther tihan to express our regret iiiat it has ever been introduced, 
in aay form, iiito axiy oue of tiie judicatures of the Ohorch. 

" ' Brother Martin accepted the substitate. 
' Btoiher Beite staked whether the 6«ibHtitate wae iffiteuded at 
impiying Aat slavmy, as it exists atnmg t», vxu not a moral 
evil ? ITe understood it as equivaJent to mck u declaration. 

" ' iPlrothex Capers es3)laiivid, that his intenticm was to eonvey 
thai setUirmnt fwJy and tmequivocod^ : dud :dmt he had cho^n 
the foim .of the substitute for the purpose, rWotow^ (j/* repfovin^ 
some wrong doings bt the North, Ibut wth refereace alao to tiie 
General .Conferenoe. K slavery wer® a moral evil, (that is, 
stnft4,ythe Church would be bound to take cognizance 0/ it; 
but our affirmation is, that it is not a matter- for her juiisduifioA. but 
is exclusively appropriate to the civil -goveromeat, and of oourse 
not smful.' 

" This substitute was unanimously adopted^ with this explana- 
tion." • ' 

£Vom «fhai has been alro&dy adduced, the pO£a^on of the Church 
may be very easily determined. Althou^ out of place in lihe 
order -of time, a notice- of the" Oenieral, Oonferelaee proceedings wiU 
now daim attention. At ihe General Conference 1836, |tt 
4)h>eiiinati, LtiuB fi)llfivrii^ preamble and reBolntions were bffei^d (m 
the im of May, by'Bev. S, G. EosmU, of the Baltimore Coti- 
forence, and adopted : 

" Whereas, great excitement has ^rvaded &is eonntsry on the 
subject of modem abolitionism, "which is reported to have oeen in- 
«r««ised 'in this citry reeently, by the niijuiitifiable-cobauct of two 
mMsbets i>f'ither,G«gDS£al dpuf^ileEyQO, in ieotunag.apon'^d in &vor 

that; agitating tppa jj^and ]v^ere«3, each a <»aiB%Qa Ittie p^rt 
ai>y of its meidbers is calculated to bfing jipojtt this,bo% the suspi- 
(non and distrust of the community, aiui nusrepresent its s^timenls 
in regard to the point at isBue ;^ — and whereas, in this aspebt of the 
ca^e, a due regard for, ite; own character, jis w<^l as a just oonbem 
for tito intere^ ^ the dbjui^h cimfided to its cafe, demand a faD, 
decided ; and •woeq^uivoesd «x^res£aon of -the viowB of &e ?G<eBera!i 
Cpaferemtje in the premises, therefore, . ; ' 

"1. Mesahedt By the delegaies of the Annual G<»fereaD9s in 
General Cotileience assembled, il»t they disapprove, in tiie mosl 
unqualified seiS^e, the conduct of the two members the General 
C(mference, who are repoicted to hftve lectured in this, city reocmtly, 
upon and in &vor of modem abolitioaiam. — ^Yeas 122, nays 11» 
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'12. Meidved, By the delegates of the annual conferanees in 
Qeneiftl Cocforepce agsembled,— -tJiat tiiey are decidedly opposed 
to modern aboMonism, and wholly disclaini any right, wish, or 
intf^ticHi, to intsarforeJn the oivii and polhiatl region between 
saastier and slave, as k exista in. the akvehoMing States of this 
Union." Yeaa 120, nays 14." 

" Two jreniarks only are necesBory to place the pwwlavery posi- 
tiDii of the Conference before the nund of the eandia reader. 

*' The relation here named is skverr itaelf. "While this rela- 
tion" exists, slavery nrast exist; when this relation is dissolved, 
i^wry wjU cease to exist. No attempt can be made ia any way 
to abolish slavery without interfering wiwi this relation. 

" 2!. "With this relation ftie Methodist JEpiscopal Church declarer, 
m the above rek)lutioh, that she has no right, wish, or intention 
to interfere. Now as the relation is slavery itself, and as no 
attempt can be macte to abo^sh slavery without interfering with 
that relation, it follows that the Methodist Episcopal Church is not 
peeking the abolition of slavery, ShU;?^ are trying to do what 
they say they h^;^e no rig^t to do, what woj: have no wish to do, 
what they "have no intention of doing. "tJlisJ^ettles the question 
'^tat the Churdi is not and cannot be anta-slavery^ "Ss$ again, as 
^4he x«l«tiott is shivery itself, and as the Church says she has no 
ri^is lesh, or intention of interfering with it, it fo^ows that shQ 
does iM>t believe it wrong, bat on the other hand justifies and eauc- 
tions it in the language of the ciuestion, or else the Church acknowl- 
edges that she has no right, wish, or intention of interfering with 
what she believes to be w^oa^.^—i4l^A«•Z««. 

The ooneiasioii thus Mrly dedui^> is not only arrived at by 
ribolitsoniflto, boi alaa by ^vehdden» 3ood after the G«offiRi] 
C(mS&tm<s6 di 1888, a p«(£in]^et was pabMied in Lotd^anar^e 
«ii3ror 9nid ,tibie subject of which are thus jnpoken of, by James Gil- 
hsi^ iBirney, now of Michigan, then editing a new^per : 

■:■ ■: Judga Lewis is a District Judge of thei State of Louiaann, 
He is a maa of ktefOigeoce, as }&t writSngs show', and defends a bad 
eaaaa^nsth more oandov and good temper, than fure ^Bomnion in such 
defences. Tiaa pamphlet ia ptd^Mira by^ Ciffiiservative Society 
t^ oi^^^ieau of lioim > B may be sapp<}6edHh<u^<»8 to be a Mr 
, 28nresentaM(»i of the fedii^ add sentimffiots of d^iv^Ideni gener- 
; iil that statd. Let us: heur ^ea, what tiiey tbmk of ther pro- 
ideedis^. of tibe G«neral Coaafe]«noe of the Methodist ]!^[»^pal 
ChnKi, at its last sessitMi. • ' ' ' 
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" The Judge, cller having endeavored to prove that davery 
under the Jewsh diflpensation was, * in every particul»r, eaaentially 
the same as it exists' in the Sou^ at this time; that this system 
was elefflfly and expressAy allowed by the divine law ; that this law 
still Qontinues in foroe under the Christian dispensation; and that 
therefor© ' slavery as it ©sasts in our country, this da^» ,is not 
sini says: — ' . .. , ' ■ 

" To this let me add, that the relation of masrter and ^ve, is 
clearly one oi thu relations of civil aocietp, and the w^ole tenor of 
the New (testainent /shows^ that neidi^ tiiur Sa'viour nor his apostles, 
ever intended w itbolish orchan^^ any of those eivil relatibnsi All 
their laws — «11 the principles they have given to us, go to fieywiote 
our moral conduct tn thete relcUiont, leavi^ the relations as they 
then were. In liiis I am ^ad to find that lam sustained by ihe 
resolution of the General tJonference of the Methodist Bpisoopal 
Church, passed at their late session in Cinoini&ti, a WBoliition 
passed in view of the very question now in hand.'* * 

After quoting t^e preamble and resolutions already b^ore the 
reader, he remaiSa, — 

" Now it is believed, that abolitaonists themselves will not deny, 
that in that b^dy, iiiere are mauy men of profound and extensive 
learning, who are de<^ly verscKl in tlie Soripiured, iuid whose piety 
is ad deep md sincere, tk t^tt of any dtmrs to be firand, in any 
denoiaination of Christians whatevet. ^iliey hav«, too, th© advan- 
tage af.coming from aU jmrts of the Union;-— «aaay of them firpm 
the slayeholdlng States, where they reside, and nave long been 
eye witnesses of the state of sooi^, have seen davery as it does 
roaUy ecxjst in our countanr- 3aeh nien, . ausqely, >are ^ntpetent to 
wd^, correctly iftT<his, i^^ any moi bn esoriii are. But t^ese naen 
do not oondeisn sjavery, as a $in, tai^en as tt exists in our cowftr 
try, Qji the co^j^nuy iiey uuitsat^ iiheir divine IdDaefcat by ' whoUy 
disclainuugj' as his cusdples, any right or wish, or iuten^n to in- 
terfere in ^0 relataoa between master and dave^' which they 
consider, asit really is,— -and <^ tibe established.' <Aml foUti' 
oed ' rdoHont of ayue^ jji t 0!\ff country,— -on© wh^ a* (^IKrigpiam, 
they bay© no right to daefeuib. I oijst sue coNSinjp, .snais,, as an 
INVAJ.UA8UI TaajsiMomr in oto favoe, and iip leas.so, in ftvor of 
^ BBsm of howanity. Ix is a !mmm^m rexi bwnuD no» hats 

GIVSNt n ism 3EIA2> CONSIDSBZa) THAI SlAVBIIT, AS IT XXIffirS 

jAMOi^a us, IS A £p». X ooBflde]^ indeed as b^tffing me oiil$ in tSi 
the jmtions I havQ taikeA.'* 

If &e aotbn of &e Genehil Coni^iuje bad beeft called ftath 
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only in eijo^iona of disapprobation against tho movemonts of a 
class of aboHtipnists, whom they might judge to be impradent in 
tHeir inesautief, it would be leaa exceptionaljle. But it did not 
^im-. Wq abe^dy seen in the addiroas prepaeed by the 
Bii^p9^ and adopted by ft© Genend Oonferenee, as quoted in a 
previous chapter, that all ar© admonished " wholly to refrain." 
And 1iker|^ embr^ped the opportunity afibrded by the attendance of 
the twt) i^^thren at an ania-sjaveiy meeting in Cliaeinnati, to aeso- 
eiate wUb the o^nsure of their conduct not only a condeuuuMdon 
<rf "inodmLiibolitionisin "--but they go forther, and unequiTO* 
oopoDttt themuwlTes to tlie cause of slavery, by saylflg, that 
they " wholly ^laim any right, wish or intention, to interfere in 
thfl aivil ac^d pfiitioal reMon Ijetwcep iocsaster and elave, as, it ex- 
ists in the davelwldwg Sttwbes of tjbis Un^ 

From the disposition pf mind here developed, none ought to be 
snrpriapd, perliaps, at any degree ot sensitiveness, wluoh may be 
manifested by the Church on this question. But it was hardly to 
be eacpocted, that a Mnd admonition from th6 TTesleyan Methodists 
in ISng)^* ; Trpuld be reoeiyed ungraeioiisly— trea&d diarespect- 
IpUy, and x^Iied to with evident dissatis&ctipn. Yet suoh was 
ibe faoi At this sesdcoi <ji the -General Ooofen^noe, an address 
was presented by Eev. IVilliam Lord, from the 'W'eeloyac Oonneo- 
tiott. The {(flowing are pxipracis on th© subject of slavery : 

" It lbs already eome to your knowled^, as a thatter of public 
notorietf^ ^ bli^iimg of God on the et&irts wbA infntenoe 
dToitr <k]!naec^o% and. on the combined endeavors of the teligious 
pubHo <^ our bd^yed oount^, a great measure for the emancipatlrm 
of tho i^ies ill all the territories of Gxeist Britain Wsi event^ 
cfflidnct^to a enccessfi^ i^ein^r^^^^ Le^alattnre ; and 
has a|iio& bean Wat^dd into |ffao(ioai efi^ct m all ike colonies of the 
empire, Tid^ 'rM^M dd^rees d^ obnipiBten(^, but itnivSna^ with 
M/eljf 401^ iuS^Ece^, mi with resulik i&kk ndahtHy encourage 
118 16 m Jbrtroard sttempis to enH^ten and c^nge- 

^k: ilhiAQ ' to which mvorable ooti^ is tbus[^&eoiy 

'^^^^^ir AMeii«m bi^etlidran^ donUleeb ^o# is thefrittenud 
liberty to es^nreas oar eonviction, that a^kkv SotxervvAi. 'psssti' 

mm Qifnavm to il^ mitm'mm s& Si^^ipi » Qh^rs^ 



HISXOSY OS' AMHRiC'AN RLAVfJAX ^WD M.amOMSM. 75 



state ; ihxA iiha permssim of it is one of those dematiom from 
natural equity and evangelical purity, which call for forther de- 
viations to abet and maintdn them; that it is oontraky to the 
precepts of Cheisiianity, and violates and cooiitKRACTS the 
principhs and oUtgaHons by whieh the gospel urges those pre- 
C6{*s. Wo trust that yow: conne»^on, having already begun to 
• BisiBT an,d coNDic^N this baneftd system^ will, in its o^ ^ay, be 
freely and providentially led to such practical steps as shall prcauce 
a to^seraaneous opinion, feeling and purpose, amongp* your own 
people, and will thevi haVe the ^osy of the mblic opinion of your 
^relat and increaainjg ^pulatiou^ to such decided views a^ will result 
m a unanimous re^ecHon of slavery and its social mischiefe, on 

the ground of its repuyi^an^ to the laws of Christ. 
■ ■ ■» - ■ *— ■ ♦ « ■ * • ■ • ■ ♦ ♦ 

Signed in behalf , and by order of the Conference, 
BoBEBT Nbwton, Secretary. 

the xeeoftim ni Hm docoQienili a member of Qonecal 
Conference &Bia ^ivrites, tmder dsde May 8, 1886 : 

^^The timo has been mostly taken xtp to-day, in liie passage of 
yaripiais r6SQlu;ti<»iS, aod libe a|>poini3aent of oonunittces; ^eitad, 
however, the ^ddi»as from 1^ Wealeyan Canfereniee, raewnied 
yesterday, read :r— « very interesting document incl^. It epeaJiS 
of &e satis&ction tj^ey feel, ihat there is beg^biining to bo a jnove- 
men'i; in our OktuGh on the subject of ^av^ry. Snstead of calHng 
the aboUtiym^iiL aat CHimneh ' feuludaes,' they ^xpereas h^ satis- 
faction tJbnt some of ns sre awake 4iQ ^ subject An the vhde 
document wiU^pyolMibly be mintod, I Sirbear makii^ any forttor 
remarks nj^n it. Brother Orange Scott moved, that it be printed 
in the Chnstiari Advocate and Jotiifial, and flie Western Om^itiah 
Advocate. Seme diseneaon took place on this propositiion beii^ 
introdnoed, in wiiich aeveral took port 

't j^agfosm!^ was api^inted by Uta BisIiopB to draft a jeeply to 
the Address fipom the yTesleyan Conference, conflist|»g of Dr. 
Ban^, T. A. Morzi9, and Dr. Capers, and we axe, to wjjt till they 
laake tlieir rejport, i6 t»e whether tiie reply will answer, insteaii ot 
appendiBd * mbst *■ td the &^iob Address, in gbmg ou« t6 the 
world tiaoa^ mu ' offieiftl ("i^ns.' Brother ikutt^ motitm to 
priqt> ihfia»fore, 1^ over till ^ inep^ can be focthcomiDg." 

On the Ibllowing day the oomniittee reported. So miMiih of tibi^ 
wpsA as relates to ela?eiy k here^neteEt. The whole oMsxm yi& 



76 



HISTOB-y OP AMBRIOAK 8LATEBY AND MKTHODISM. 



signed by tlio Bishops, and forwarded to the W^jsleyan Conference 
in England. It says : 

" In common with sister donominations of ChriBtiana in our 
country, we have h^n Jess or more agitated with the perplexing 
question of negro ^Uvery. And although wo receive with respept- 
ful deference what Jyou, our elder brethren, have tjaid to us in rola- 
tioii to this questioh, yet we are assured, that, from the kr:own pru- 
dence by which your body has ever been distinguished) had you 
been as well aeqixainted with this subject as wo are — could you 
have viewed it in all its aspects, as it presentfi itself to us, who are 
in the midst of it, interwoven as it' is in many of the state constitu- 
tions, and left to their disposal by the civil compact which binds us 
together as a nation., and thus-put beyond the power of legisktion 
by the general government, as well as the control of ecclesivostical 
bodies — could you have critically analyzed its various ramifications 
in our country, po as to have perceived all its delicate relation s to 
the Church, to the several States, and to the govemflaent of the 
United States, we cannot doubt that, while expressing your decided 
disapprobation of the system of slavery itself, your tone of sympa- 
thy for us would have been deeper and more pathetic." 

There is not in the entire document, any response to the strong 
views of slavery, and its condemnation, which the Wesleyan ad- 
dress sets forth. It complains oftheir " tone of sympathy," argu- 
ing, that the position of the Methodist Episcopal Church, respect- 
ing slavery in this country, is one which they are compelled to 
teke, on account of " the dvil compact which binds ns together as 
a nation." It asserts that sl&very is by this means " put beyond 
the power legislation by the general government, as well as the 
control .of ecclesiastical bodies." On this ground the General 
Conference claims a " deeper and more pathetic sympathy," than 
tlie Wesleyans tender to them. But these assumptions are in- 
correct. The " civU compact " does not put slavery " beyond the 
power of legislation, by the general government," nor beyond "the 
control of ecclesiastical bodies." This will be made to appes^r 
from an examination of the " oompaot." Two truths will contra- 
dict the above assumptions. First, The compact pre rtdes express! y 
for the power to legislate on slavery by the general government. 
And secondly, There is no where to be found, in the uonstitutiono 
of the Nation and the various States, any provision that woidd put 
it beyond the control of ecclesiastical bodies. Consider the facta,— 
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Slavery in this nation presents iiself in three different aspects. 
First, as it exista ui the national domain, md id the Tory seat of 
govemment. Secondly, as it is developed in the acoursod slave- 
trade or commerce, between the various slaveholding States. And 
finally, as it is found " interwoven in many of the State constitu- 
tions." Of the last, all agree that it is beyond the power of the 
general government. But of the first and second, it is now observed : 

The oidl compact" or Constitution of the United States, in 
article 3, of section viii., gives to the general govemment, power 
" To regulate commerce among the several States." One of the 
three pialpabie forms in which slavery easts is, the abominable traf- 
fic or "commerce among the several States," in the bodies and 
Bouls of men, women and children. Therefore, the general gov- 
emment has power to legislate on the subject of slavery. 

Again, the Constitution, in article 17 of section viii., gives to 
the general government " exclusive le^slation, in all cases ■whatso- 
ever," over the District cf Columbia, including Washington City, 
Georgetown, Jackson, and part of Alexandria. Slavery exists 
here, and the slave trade carried on to the disgrace of the nation, 
under the very shadow o^ ^ Capitol, by virtue of the laws of the 
general govemment. The j^^ower by which slavery was created in 
the national domain is sufficient to abolish and destroy it. There- 
fore, it is agaitt repeated, that the general govemment has power to 
legislate on this Bubject. Let this power be exerted, and the ex- 
ample of the District of Columbia as free soil, with the effect of 
tlio abolition of the slave trade between the States, would operate 
effectually and speedily to overthrow the entire system. Indeed, a 
conviction of this tmth lies at the bottom of all the opposition which 
Southerners make to the efforts of aboKtionists to procure the above 
results. These remarks have been made, because tht plea here 
noticed, has been frequently urged as a reason for inaction, and 
to disprove the charge of being pro-slavery. This, feeble pretext, 
however, is both foolish and false. 

Of eocleaastioal bodies it may be remarked briefly ; that in this 

* Alexandria was ceded back to Virginia in 1847. 

7* 
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coantiy» their inflvwace upon tho Ijotly of tUc people is iuimetliat'o 
aud forcible. And the idcntifcy of the people with the govexu- 
m&Qi.^ gives to ecdtesiastical bodisfc r control that ia unparalloled 
in aoy part of the world. The power of the laembcrs of the 
Methodist Ohuroh over slavery is well set forth by the testimony 
of Dr. Wm. A. Smith of the Vir^ia Conference. Speaking of a 
conversation he had with Dr. Bond, editor of the Christian Advo- 
cate and Jonmal, who had apologized for Methodic slaveholders, 
becoose of the necessity they were Tinder, from the laws of the 
States, he says : 

" I told him (Dr. Bond) iUiat Southern Methodists concnrred in 
maidng the laws, (perpetuatiiig slavery,) voluntarily did so, aa far 
as the e^^stem itself i^as concerned, and that in Virginia, particu- 
larly, they could not avail themselves of the benefit of his apology. 
Because so strong is tihe non-slaveholding interest, that at any timo 
when the membershm^of the Church shall unite their votes with tho 
nonrfilaveholders in Western Virginia, particularly, they are compe- 
tent to overturn the whole system. But that we did not do bo, 
because we considered it our solemn Ckiistian duty to sanction and 
sustain the system under it present unavoidable circumstances." 

With this notice of the excuse offered by the Metthodigt Episcopal 
Church, to the Wesleyan Connection, it will be proper to piss 
now to their answer. It will be evident that they looked upon the 
plea presented to them, in its true light. They regarded it as a 
departure from the principles of truth and right, and a resort to 
criminal expediency as the rule of action. Their renewed testi- 
mony is worthy of record. It will repay a careful perusal. Read 
it then. It is quite probable that some of tlieir remarks were 
prompted by the &ct, that when it wa-s moved in the Greneral Con- 
ference to take up their first address from the table, with a view of 
ordering it published, 69 voted for it and 59 against it, and it was 
not taken up nor published I No action could have been less re- 
spectful in appearance than this. 

Answer of the BritisJi Methodist Conference, to the Address 
from the American Methodist General Conference, published 
in the • MiniUes of Conference,' 1836. 

We regret Jhat the alluHion in our epistle of last year to the 
Bubject of slavery should have occasioned you either pain or embar- 
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raseraent. We claimed no right to suggest any thing to you oa 
this confeasediy difaeult question, beyond ^hat our fraternal rela- 
tionship would -warrant; a privilege of fiiendsHp which we should 
as freely coiicede to you as exerclso ourselves ; and we utterly dis- 
claim all responsibility for any other kind of foreign int^erence 
with your views ind feelings, which may have been exerted from 
any othei- quarter. We wore aware, dear brethren, of the peculiar 
trials wMch the evils of slavery haTO subjected you ^ and our 
sympathy with you was most sincere. But being called upon to 
address you at a time when the blessings of emancipation had been 
secured to our own slavd population, and when the quefetioa, as we 
knew, oceupied much public attention in America, especially 
amongst religious men, we considered it our duty to give our moral 
weight in support of those views which were held by our great 
Pounder; which have repeatedly been, professed by the British' 
Conference ; and which, indeed, have been for many years avowed 
in your own Book of Discipline and other public docuinents, and 
are, we believe, iii strict accordance wi'4 our moreiful and righteous 
Christianity. Into the details of any measures of emancipation, we 
did not enter ; but , in conformity with our well-known sentiments, 
we intended to affir n the principle, that slavery is a system of oppres- 
sive evil, and is in direct opposition to the spirit of our divine 
religion ; and we hoped that me time had arrived, when our be- 
loved sfetor-conncotion in America would be prepared to act on 
those sentiments, aud reeeivo our suSue&ges with approving cor- 
diality. Slavery, in itself, is so obviously opposed to the immu- 
table principles of justice, to the inalienable nghts of man cf what- 
ever color or condition, to the social and civU improvement and 
happiness of tho human feimiiy, vo the priadples «au preceptis of 
Chnstianifry, and to the fdll accomplishment of the mcrciftd designs 
of the Gospel, that we cannot but conader it the duty of the Chris- 
tian Church to bear an tmequivocal testimony against a system 
which involves so much against Ood, and so much oppression 
and wrong, inflicted on an unoffending race of our fellow men. 

"In common with others, the Wesloyan Conference, and gene- 
rally ^e people of their charge, took this course during thei dis- 
cussion of the question of einancipation in our owii boIov(S country. 
The foroe of Christian principle, peaceably but firmly mMntained, 
and legitimately urged, has overcome every difficulty. The black 
and colored population of our own colonies have entered into a state 
of freedom ; and the inestimable advantages of reli^ous liberty 
have been secured oii the basis' of an equal toleration. The Con- 
ference has the meanrof kaovdtg that the blessing of God has 
bden gtaciously vouchsafed to tlus act of national jAistice, in the ex- 
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tensdon of the Gospel, in the conversion of great numbers of the 
negroes, and in the improved state of society ia the colonies. 

" As it must always be the dutjr of Ohristian ministera and 
churches, not only to embody the pnnciples of their holy religion 
in their formularies of doctrine and codes of discipline, but also to 
act i^on them, the Wesleyan Conference of this country trust that 
their Aroerican brethren may be enabled, by the constant avowal of 
the great principle of emancipation, to direct and urge forward their 
people to ixnite m ibe truly christian enterprise of conferring upon 
the slave population of the United States the inestimable benefits of 
civU and rebgious freedom, 

" Ip assuming the right of mildly, but firmly, pressing such sen- 
timents on public attention, the Conference of the Meliiodist Epis- 
copal Church in America cannot, any more than ourselves, be 
olukrgeable with an inconsistent zeal. , Whilst the Methodist Con- 
nection in England zealously concurred in adopting measm'es to 
secure the emancipation of tibe slaves in the West Indies, they at 
the same time supported one of the most extended and expenave 
Missions of modem times, in order to prepare them for the boon. 
We are aware that our brethren in America have, in like manner, 
by their itinerant and missionary labors, done much in conferring 
the blessings of religious instruction on the slave population of their 
country ; and surely the men who have thus laid the foundation for 
a peaceful stjf.te of society, founded on freedom, cannot but have 
the right to recommend and support all proper and lawful measures 
for the consummation of their own ^reat work. 

" But in addition to these infenor conaderations, the Confer- 
ence cannot but avow its conviction that in all cases it is most safe, 
^d in the end most advantageous, that Christian churches should 
act on tbe principle of religiom obligation and duty. And al- 
though it deeply deplores that the Memodists oif the United States 
should be expcsed to inconvenience, obloquy, or danger, by the as- 
sertion of right sentiments, on this subject ; yet as the evU of slave- 
ry does exist there,— as they are brought into immediate contact 
with it,— as they are called, in the order of Divine Providence, to 
maintain their long^ublished and scriptural testimony agaiiist it, 
even in t£e midst of this state of things, — and as the progress of 
events renders it impossible, even if it were lawful, that tiiey should 
be neutral, — ^the British Conference trusts that it will Bot be con- 
sidered as in any way exceeding the privileges of the fraternal re- 
lation easting between the two parties, when it expresses its 
anxious and earnest hope that our American brethren will feel it 
&eir duty, in union with other Christians, to adopt such measures 
as may lead to the safe and speedy emancipation of the whole slave 
population of their great and interesting countiy." 
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The " anxious and earnest hope " expressed, was never realized. 
So far from limiting -with other Christians, in promoting the wori of 
" speedy emancipation," the authorities of the Church, m we have 
already seen, set themselves in array against all agitation of the 
Bubjeet, And those of the preachers and members "who engaged in 
this work were assailed! by the officud organs as entoies to Society, 
and traitors to the Church. A. history of the movejnent in it^, 
is reserved for a future chapter. 

During the four years preceding the General Conference of 1840, 
several of the annual conferences expreissed setitiini3nts on this sub- 
ject of slavery, in direct opposition to tihe Discipline and general 
rules. As the doings of the annual conferences are all sabuutted 
to the General Conference for approval or condemnation. It was con- 
fidently expected by many, that the abovenamed inferences would 
be admonisl^ed, if not rebuked, for their departure' from what it 
was belieyecl Methodism taught. This seemed , tits joaore probable, 
from the f^ct that tlie eyes of the Wesleyan Copiwtion were now 
fixed on them,' and that they would probably eeiid over a deleg^, 
who wcititi be pre^nt to see and know what they /did. Btit tihe 
e:^p6ctatidn ^as a vain 6ne. The actioh of tJiafc body on ihe reBO* 
Viu^ons pf ^i^^^^^ South Carolina Coi^^noes , are ii|u3 

fftaied1i)y a. member of iho Generd CpxiferenoeT 

. *' !rtie ^neral Conference htus sanctioned both tbese reap^uUpus, 
aiil pa^sdi 'tlii^m bi^t^ ]^ ii^ 9ci> of 

apj^va^ ^ That fcbdy approved t!h^ ^|^» ^Ji^ direct vote j hence 
; ihfeie rifesolMbns Tiavo b^me tihe resolutions sifhe whole, vbwch. 

The Discipline requiires (see p. 25) that the jonroals contain- 
ing the proceedings of each annual confeiMce be sent ' to" the 
. Gei^ic^ C(^^ The Geiraral ^Con^^nise ^^l^p^KBte a conv- 
i^ttee ,qf pne^^jEroni each annual coiiference, to w$om all tibe : an- 
nual cQnf^reiice journals are referred for PzamiiuUion, an^, if any 
thii^'^^ii MiS^Mife&odisti f^pbirt the 's^e to Ifie: General 
Conference,"!© be censured or dispOsfed of as that body TBay^^^ster- 
imine. , . General C^infereu^ of 1S40, had the jt^snialiiof these 
C09feren(;es befprp the;m, as also those[ of the other «imutd cdofe^ 
^c4s. This committee miade a leport, dated jj^nne 1; 1840; in 
which Oie l^ew Hampshire/ New Bogibnd and Ondda Oc^Q^Nreoces 
were oensora^ by name, and B<»no jc^ers wi^v6 luyoaing them ; 
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but no complfunt was whispered against the Georgia or Soutli 
Ciatjlina Conferencea. While this report was under consideration, 
Bro. Dodge, of the Geneaee Conference, offered the following 
amendiaent, oondenmatory of the (Jeorgia resolution. He tiiougUt 
that, as the aetioa of several conferences had received animadver- 
sion, impartiality required that there should be uniformity of treat- 
ment. Ho therefore moved to amend the Keport by adding 
' The action of the Georgia Oonference, in declaring that slavery, 
as it exists in these United States, is not a moral evil, contradicts 
the sense of the general ruh and the tenth section of the Discipline 
on the subject, and is therefore irregular.' 

" This amendment was laid on the table, and the report of the 
comxnitteos approving of the acts and doings of the Georgia and 
South Carolina Conferences adopted by a direct vote. The jour- 
nab of the Georgia Conference were approved by the General Con- 
ference, in full view of this resolution : for Bro. Dod^e asked Uie 
Conference to say that it was ' irregular,' and they would not do 
even that much. The General Conference approved of this reso- 
lution ; for they approved the journals, of which it was a part — ^the 
whole joumds, without exception, — and to approve of the whole is 
to approve of all the parts; for &e whole contains all the parts. 
The ConfjTOnce was i^s^ed to. except to ^lis part, aq4 would not. 
This makes the cas^ etiil stronger. And what iu true of the Geor- 
gia Conference is also true of that of South Carolina, and of the 
l&altiinore Conference, in the case we have noticed of buying and 
selling slaves. The General Conference has sjad Jttet what these 
Conferences said, by approving and adoptapjg ^hat they said. The 
Genend Conference did say, in this case, that slavery, as it exists, 
not m tie Methodi^ llpiscopai Church, but in the United States, 
^B kot a moral evil,' and when the General Conference said it, the 
Methodist Episcojal Church said it ; for that Conference is the 
mouth of the. Church. This, all this, is as clear as demoMtration 
cjm make any thing." 

But not only did the General Conference refuse to censure, and 
thus virtually approve and sanction what the annual conferences 
had done in fevor <Jf slavery,- but it proceeded to act for slavery 
directly. The case under conaderation was this : — 

" B«v. Siks Comfort (of the Missouri Conference) admitted a 
ook)red> per8<m to testify in a church trial agwnst a white person. 
For this conduct a change wa^f brought agMnst him, at the next 
somu&l bonference, for moi^dministration, and the conference 
8U8t«ined the eharge, «tA condemned his administration as mat. 
He took aik appeal to the General Conference, and when the case 
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caiue before that body, they entertained the appeal, and reversed 
the decision of the annual conference. Varioua motions were 
made, but finally the case was reconsidered and the appeal rejected, 
60 that the action of the annual conference, pronouncing it mal' 
administration to admit the testimony of a colcr'id person in a 
church trial, stood in full force. But further, to saf^iy the ofiended 
_ dignity of the slaveholders, the followin^ was adopted : — 

" ' Resolved, That it is highly inexpedient and unjustifiable for 
any preacher to permit colored persona to ^ve testimony in church 
trials against white persons, in any State where they are denied 
that privilege by law.' " 

The character of this resolution is apparent from the hai, that it 
degrades tJie administration of the Church, by accommodating it to 
the vacillating policy of the unprincipled advocates and perpefcrators 
of what is caUed by John Wesley, " the sum of all viilaaies." 
A more extended notice of the action last named, will be given, in 
a detail of the histoiy of the efforts put forth by the friends of the 
slave, in order vo recall the delinquent Church to her primitive 
position. 

" How are the mighty fallen 1 " Such is the involuntary eicla- 
mation, that must escape from the lips of every friend of pure 
religion, and every lover of humanity, in reviewing the fects that 
liave passed before us. A brief recapitulation may be appropriate 
in this place. A compend of the facts will suffica. In her early 
history, the Methodist Church assumed an aspect «rf deadly hostility 
te American slavery. It prohibited all participation in the aoeujsed 
thing by solenm legislation, and counselled its members and 
friends to labor for the extirpation of the system. Yielding, how- 
ever, from motives of expediency, lo relax its rigorous discipline 
for the present, a time-serving course gradually was adopted, which 
prepared the way for the admission of thousands, who had no spa.- 
pathy with the anti-slavery principles of the Church. These, 
obtaining the.control of its administration, and the entire ecoiM)my 
of the Church, effaced the ancient landmarks of righteouB antipathy 
to slavery, and brought it to bear, by a gradual process, in 
fiivor of .this man-debasing, God-dishonoring system of robbery 
and wrong. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^^Tbs^ ^ItBieiBmts'of all tiesociabed bodies areidetermimed by the 
ojHnions of a small number, whose reputation and t^ents cpmmaud 
Dtt^peot. jlAdmduids unpess iirab character aipon the mass ; and 
< i&9^ |itib%^fa» lsdd it23poi>siblefi^ 

^ aiaB&i ttovsmooite^'wlucli; ji^y < originated or negleotfid to prevent. 
IHMiQiedi byithisxsle:^df action, it is ^onlt to detanoine the 

^ qads^on of se^Mtabiiity in 1^ Methodist £. Chtiroh. One fact 
- ^ooefittotPobsegiTation to a<^raparatively small ciicomference. ; It is 

' tlus. j The iait^ -iuve ^ no yoke in ^thsir ecde^astioal bodi«a> by 
whom the laws or roles of action are adopted. The dergy then 
are iBidnly vesjponsiUe Jioar.t^^ chaiaoier of the denomination. Nor 
ar^' 'We ^seetrktodi to in&renoe merely^ lespeding tibem. Plainly 
hcre^they setiJaith thtar ,yiews on this aibject. iBoldly have they 
afiBmed ^and defended ' cjanb variance with the ao- 

jmeiriedged gtandaard. writers of >Met}uMiism, and the inspired 

^volome of >e^f;ioa8 tnih. Erran ibe M^iesi to the lowest, embra- 

:-eing:«aroi7jclaaB:o£ nnnisterial ohffir^^ there are those: to be found 
mho IwTff deSied > &eiri sacred vestmento, and joined-their hands in 
«n:.tEnholy allia(M» with slavery, .either by aotnaloppresaon or a 
Toluntaiy defenea of, the. iniquity in, others. . Passing over many 

i !«ho mi^^' be vr^errdd to. in. support of this sweeping charge, the 

■ felknmg qaotations are^ aabnHtted^i&om the sentuneots of tljiose 
iRjiose nanK&ara! iEtffixed. Beisd then ihft foUowing,^ and learn the 
> Booroe- ofi tfae.ofMni(»i8. wbioh oontrol,. to a ^eat &damt, the 

) laiigertidmscunihatam ia^ilus «oantr^ : 

Ist. ' But ifr will be Asked, What right has any member of our 
,^ Ohtrch to^^wn a aktve? ' Or- whftt' 3^ the Chureh to allow 
them to hold slaves ? The right to hold a slave is fbipwied tm this 
rule, * Therefore, all things whatsoever ye would that men should 



HlStOfiy OF AMERICAN SLATERt AHO METHOMSM. 



85 



do to' ydil, do ye ' even so to them : for this Is the law and the 
propbtts.' "-—Bishop' ffedding'' s Address oti Sfmery. 

2d. ' ' When travelling: ia G^r^, an" excellent man, a i^ofeaso* 
of religion, came to mt-i with tears in his eyes, asking advice in 
relation to his slaves. The good brother stated, thai he only 
waited for my advice, to emancipate them and take them to Ohio, 
where I lived, and purchase land& for tbeoi; and their children to 
locate on. I advised hitu not to' liberate them, as they were better 
off with him, than in that State, as the laws- existed there. I will' 
now conclude with saying that I have never yet advwed the libera- 
tion of a slave, and think I never shall ! " — Mshop^SovUe ai iha 
Pittsburg {conference, Washington, Pa., Jviy, 18o9; 

3d. *• T3je genertd rule of Chrfetianity not only jpennits, but in 
BupposaHe cireumstanees, enjoins a contitmaaoeiof the master's au- 
thority. Ifa the pjMoitive Christian Chut<rfi at Cdossi^, under the' 
apostolio eye, and with tibe apogtoUo saiiction, the relaiti^ <^ mas- 
ter andf sUive was permitted to subast; lite New Testamait en- 
joins' obedience upon the slave aa' an obligation dm to a' present 
rigk^l authority i" * — Dr. Fitk, President Wesleyctn University. 

4th. " It is very well ' liiown that siaveiy itself is no where ex- 
pressly fterbidden in the Soiriptares, idtbough the praetiee of slavery 
m its mbfet oj^reeive fdrnis, and in unieaiugated eeVeiity; was uni» 
versal dtcring the iiine of otir Lord aiid his ap68tie&. Oit^iibEiDa 
wan iM)!t aai Ulieomrton i£k)dd of infii6ting the tuthfiste yeagieKacH <}f 
the^ 0iafi*etl Yet tl*^ il^ no ex|ti«ss prohU>ition to Ohrastiantr to 
hold'aiavfeS. • • ' buyifag a slave may> be an act of gteat 
huifiaiiitjf, under c6lbiitt cirttuni«tft«e<Js, as Well as the holding of 
those- already in poseea^iii Aiid moreofvier wd t^otild be as mtch 
opposM' ti) tnifintfbdtietioii of a rttfe of dfecipline to expel-frqm our 
conmnimon all wlib bouj^t a slflve, whifet^Ver the niotites ml^t be, 
as we are to a rule to expel all slaveholders, uadW all ciipcum- 
Btancea."— T. E. Bond, Editor Chris. Adv. Sf Journal, to 
Bobert Boyd:, 1840. 

5th. I believe we are all prepared to rect^nilse the right of 
Southern bpethren to bold davfes undei^ the provisions of che Disci- 
pline; We rf»ll adknov^ledge and guaranty the etitare of the mivi- 
leges and immumtiite of all parties i£ii the Church. I here deektre, 
that if a remedy shotdd be proposed thit& woiddtienkh on tlie oon- 
stitution^ cLtti^of Soiith«rn ntridisters. I would not, to save A» 
Chuirch froni ainr TMSs^o'ctUaitiity, ^lat^ tlus great i^iirter of <rar 
lightK I aih gnd fl€ tbe oppbrtim^ of SK^iaag, liiat ne maai, idbo 

• Sefi Counter Appeal of IRSf 
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is u Methodiflt, and desoi'ves a place among ua, can call in qnestaon 
here any rights secured by our charter, I do not gay that he-maj? 
not be a very honest, or a very pious man, who doubts the compati- 
bility of slaveholding on the conditions of the Discipline, with the 
ministerial office; but in this ho is not a Methodist. He may be a 
very good man, but a very had Methodist." 

" Not only is holding slaves, on the conditions and under the 
restrictions of the Discipline, no disqualification for the ministerial 
office ; but I ^nll go a little ferther, and sayj that slaveholding is 
not constitutionally a forfeiture of a man's right, if he may be said 
to have one, to the office of a bishop. 

" These are my principles. I have never doubted with regard 
to them. I will aad, tliat I can ;^iever give a vote which does vio- 
lence to my sentiments in regard to me religious aspect of the 
Bubject. I here declare, that, if I ever saw the graces of the 
Chnstian ministry di^layed, or its virtues developed, it has been 
among slaveholders. I wish here to divest myself of what, to stane, 
may seem an advantage that does not belong to me. I woulcl not 
conceal — avow that I was a slaveholder, and a minister at the 
South, and I never dreamed that my right to the ministry was 
questionable, cor that in the sight of Gt>d I was less fitted to preach 
the Glospol on that account. And if the state of my health had not 
driven me awa,y firom that region^ I shoxdd probably have been a 
slaveholder to this day. In t£is day of reform, and manifold sug- 
gestions, I go fordier, and say, that, if by a vote of this General 
Conference, you might call in quei^on the right of our Southern 
brethren to mQ ministiy, and m^e their claim to the saored office 
dependent on their giving immediate freedom to their slaves, 
I do not think that Ihat would be a blessing to the slaves or to the 
Church." — Dr. S. OHn, President of Wedeyan Univertity.— 
From Debates of General Conference, 1B44, as reported in 
Adv. and Jourmd. 

6th. " From the Gid Testament we have seen that property in 
men, however some may stare at it, was allowed ; moveover, that 
slaveiy in some form existed, not only from the patriarchal day, 
but from time immemorial. That God not only permitted it, but 
abstdutely provided for its perpetuity. That in t^e preoepta of the 
New Tertament, the relation of master and slaye, is not only 
acknowledged, but remained undistorbad, each one having his 
epproinriate duty pointed out ; aiul that the ri^ts of the master, as 
the owners of uave property, are protected by express law. The 
iot of liolding a slaye then, under all circunutaooes, God being 
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judge, is not sLi." — Pres. Thomas 0. Thornton, Centenary 
Oomge, Mias. Conference* 

7th, These extracts fioni lioLY wkit, UNisQyivocAiiLY assert 
THE BiOHT o» PROPKKTY IN SLAVES, together With thc uBual inci- 
dents of that right; Huch as tlie power of acquisition and disposition 
in vaxious ways, according to municipal regulations. The right to 
buy and sell, and to titmsmit to children by way of inheritance, is 
clearly stated. The only restriction on the subject, is iu refe.'eaoe 
to the market y in which slaves or bpndmen were to be purchased. 
Upon the whole, then, whether we consult the Jewish polity insti- 
tuted by God himself; or the uniform opinion and practice of 
mankind in all agt^a of the world ; or the injimctiona of the New 
Testament ^d the Moral Law ; we are brought to the conclusion, 
that ^lavery is not immoral. Having established the point, that tlie 
fii-st African slaves wore legally brought into bondage, the right to 
detain their children in bondage, follows as an indispensable con- 
seqttepce. Thus we see, that the slavery which ejdsts in Amerioa, 
was founded in right" — Prof. D. Simms, of Randolph Macon 
College, Virginia Conference. - 

8thl " If slavery were a moral evil, that is, sinful, the Church 
would be bound to take cogmzance of it ; but our affirmation is, 
that', it is not a matter for her jurisdiction, but is exclusively appro- 
priate to the ciyil government, and of course not mnful." — Br. W. 
Capers at the South Carolina Conference, Colutnbia, January 
18, 1839. 

9th. " It hafi been assumed, that slavery was wrong in some 
circTjmstauces, in no circumstances, or in all c?ircumstances. Now 
I design lio prove firom the brothOT's own admission, that slavery is 
rig^ iii aU circumstances. It would be needless to refer to par- 
ticular scriptures, bat many passages do exist, which establish 
beyond wntrover^, that God did permit perpetual, hereditary 
slaveij. This admitted, it is plain, that circumstances might de- 
prive elavei^ of an immoral character. ♦ • « i not bom 
iu a slave ^te. I am a Pennsylvanian hj birth. I was brought 
up to believe a slaveholder as great a viUian as a horse-thief ; but 
long residence! at the South, has changed my views. I have be- 
come a slaveholder — a slaveholder on principle ! * * * To 
obviate suspicion, and gain free access to the slave, so as to do him 
good, it 18 highly advantageous for a minister, that he himself 
^ouj^ hold slaves ; and I can see no impropriety, but advantage, 

• Extract from a work W thin gentleman, styled ♦« An Enquiry into 
•the Hiitory of Slavery ." Fubliahed by Wm. H. Morrison, Waahinjrtoa, 
D. 0. 1841. 
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in members, preachers, presiding elders and even bisliops, being 
slaveboldei-s ! — Dr. Win. Winans, of Miss. Conference. De- 
hates in Gen. Gonf. at Cincinnati. Ohio, (1836,) as reported 
hy Jos, G. Birneij. 

lOtJi. I ani not an advocate for slavery, and •with my present 
views, I never will l»e, while I draw the breath of life. But, this 
I confess, that I am an advocate for those genuine Gospel doc- 
trines, in which the principle of slavery is jostified in a variety 
of instances ! ! ! 

" Another error, into which the anti-slaveholders have fallen, is, 
the confounding slavery as it exists in the Church, with slavery as 
it exists in the State ; whereas, there is a wide difference between 
them. What may be tnoi^al evil in the State, may not be moral 
evil in the Church, because ihey are placed in different circum- 
stances. 

"The Scriptures already quotedj and a variety of others that 
might be quoted, all combine to prove that the pkinciple of slavery 
has been recognized by the appointment of God under the Old 
Testament dispensation. But another argument of considerable 
strength, to show that God himself has sanctioned the principle 
of slavery, may be found in the moral law itself. In the tenth 
commandment it is expressly declared, that the Israelites were 
possessed of servants, and their right to hold such property was 
recognized even by the moral law itself, which is acknowledged by 
all ChristianF to be of perpetual obligation, even down to the end 
of the world." — Samuel Dunwody, So. Carolina Conference. 
Mxiracts from a Sermon, '* published by request of the Con- 
ferencif," 1836. 

11th. " The first argument is, that slavery is wrong in the ab- 
stract. It is neither right, nor is it wrong, abstracted from its 
circumstances. Murder in the abstract, is neither right nor wrong. 
If the overt act of life-taking be done according to the established 
laws of the country, or in self-defence, it is taking life oa a correct 
principle. If done contrary to law, and with maUco afore-thought, 
it is murder, and therefore wrong. And so with slavery. It is 
right or wrong, and to bo justified or condemned I, according to its 
circumstances, A second argument is, that what is wrong in -the 
beginning, can never become right by contmuance. This is false 
in principle anci practice ; for if there be po prescription in politics, 
l»y .which things once, wrong beQome rig|it, then^aU the claii^s a^d" 
p?)8aeswona.of.Jtbo-|i^ are wroni;;^ ,aia4 tp t^i^j^iy^^* 

rounded in oppression and injustice. Slavery may have had ita. 
ori^ in wrong, cruelty, oppression and robbery ; yet, if tite re- 
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dress of that wrong would be a greater evil tlian tbe wrong itself, 
then«is it to be asisiimed as riglit I " — Dt. Wvi. A. Smith, of Vir- 
ffiiiia Conference. See debate on Harding's case, in the General 
Conference of 1841, — reported in the Adv. ^ Journal, N. York. 

12th. " I iutend to come out on the subject of slavery with some 
facts, coming under my own immediate observation, showing the 
folly and wickedness of Abolitionism. In one neighborhood in 
Maryland, some years ago, the Methodists took it into their heads 
tx) &ee all their slaves. They did so. And what was the conse- 
quence? Why, the curse of Almighty God has rested on them 
ever since ! They don't prosper, and they never will ! " — Jos. B. 
Ayres, Philadelphia Conference. 

The reader is respectfully introduced to the venerable " twelve," 
above named. Whether their teachings axe as apostolic, as their 
number and professed chaxactei*, all are (iapable of judging. The 
last quotation is from a conversation with the author, in the village 
of Coatsville, Pennsylvania, in 1837. 

It is not difficult to perceive, what nmst be the influence of sen- 
timents such as these are, entertained and expressed by such men, 
in the Methodist Church. These quotations show that the counte- 
nance given to slavery, was as earnest and efficient at the North, 
as at the South. Nor was it in theory only. As illostrative of 
some cases of slaveholding practised at the North, by Methodist 
clergymen, take the following instance. It is a most thrilling 
siory, and needs no voucher, other than the reference i&ade to well- 
known facts. " 

Uev. Haskell Wheelock, Wesleystn minister, when introducing 
the narrator to the author's notice, says; " We are indebted to 
Elder Mathew of the Baptist denomination. He has, with un- 
wearied diligence, labored to bring this dark and wicked transaetioa 
to light." 

Rochester, March 28, 1848. 
Elder L. C Matlack, Nash\ille, N. H. 

Dear Brother : — ^In compliance with a request from Bro. Wheo- 
looik, I give you the fects relating to the agency of Mr. J. M.. 
in sending two free young women, from our territory, into chattel 
£«rntude. My attention was first called to the subject, by reading 
in the " Genius of Liberty," a communication, stating that Mr. u. 



00 



HISTORY 0? AMERICAN SU.Vi;KY AND MRTiiolOiSii 



M. held two slaves. The communication was VnLtC;a Ij : Dr. Dyer, 
of Burlington, Kacine county, W. T., to Dr. Bailey, (now of 
Washington,) then of Cincinnati. It was published in the " Phi- 
lanthropist," and copied into the " Genius of Liberty." Mr. 
M. was then (about 1841) chaplain to the Legislatme, in Madison, 
oxix seat of government for the Territory. 

I proposed to our Methodist friends, *o inquire about the matter ; 
they did so, and Mr. M. stated in reply, that the slaves belunged 
to his wife. The penalty for holding a slave in our Territory is 
one thousand dollars, and the same penalty is incurred by sending 
colored persons from our territory into slavery. And if the colored 
person consents to go, the law presumes that such consent was 
frauduUntly obtained, and holds the person so sending, responsible 
to prove that the consent was honestly obtained. 

In December, 1841, I visited Plattviile, where Mr. M. resided, 
and made him a call, stating in the course of our conversation, that 
I had seen an article in print, which averred that he held slaves. 
He eyed me searchingly, and said, " I do not hold slaves, but mj 
wife holds two ; they were given to her, and the title-deed was 
made out in her name." 

Addressing Mrs. M., I observed, " It is a thousand dollars' pen- 
alty, madam, for any one to hold slaves in our Territory." 

" Yes," said Mr. M., "my wife knows the law." 

After some further conversation the interview closed. 

I wrote to the editor of the " Genius of Liberty " an account of 
the above visit, and the conversation that was held, and the editor, 
I ilr. Eastman, now editor of the Western Citizen,) published it. 
Some months after, I went to the West a^iu, and \'isited Galena, 
at which place the colored people, came to me, and stated that ISlx. 
M. had run off Alice, one of his slaves, to St. Louis, and begged 
me to endeavor to procure her liberation from slavery. 

I immediately visited PlattviUe, the constable of which place, 
Mr. Anthony Laughlin, was circidating a subscription paper for 
the purpose of sending down a lawyer to St. Louis, to restore the 

slave to freedom. A law3»Jr, Mr. , had agreed to go, if fifty 

dollars in cash could be raised ; but the amount could not be raised. 
Some colored men offered to subscribe a week's work, and I think 
one was willing to subscribe a fortnight's work, but as this was not 
cash, the effort failed. 

Mr. Aiken, deacon of the Presbyterian Church in the same vil- 
lage, went to Galena, and had an interview with the clerk of the 
steamboat which took away the unfortunate Alice. The clerk 
stated that Mr. M. had brought down the slave, had committed her 
to the charge of the captain, and had given diiectione to have her 
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left at St, Louia ; which directions had been complied with. I had 
these facts from Mr. Aikeu'a lips. A great deal of fog was throwii 
RTOund the matter by Mr. M., and we scarcely knew what steps to 
take. 

In 1842 the Tenitorial Anti-Slavery Society was organized at 
Delavan, Walworth county, in our Territory, and Mr. Iloot, a 
Presbjrtjeriiin minister, rose and stated that a slave had been sent to 
the South from Wisconsin, by a Methodist rainifiter. As bis name 
was called for, I gave it. But some thought tiiat without more 
evidence it would be injudicioxis to proceed. So the matter was 
dropped. 

In 1843, Mr. M. had been removed from Plattville, where he 
was a local preacher, to the eastern part of Wisconsin; and was 
engaged in supplying Eacine and Southport M. E. stations. In 
the summer of the above year, the semi-annual meeting of the 
Territorial Anti-Slavery Society was held at Eacine, and the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolution were passed : 

" Whereas Rev. J M- has sent a colored woman into a 

slave State — Resolved, Tliat he is bound to inform the public 
whether he sent her off as free or as a slave ; and if free, waetlier 
he gave to her her free papers." 

A committee was also appointed to see Mr. M. and inquire into 
the matter. 

Two effects followed this action ; one was, the writer was branded 
by some members of the Conference as a slanderer ; the other was, 
a communication was sent to IMr. Eastman, signed " Anti- Aboli- 
tion," stating that it was illegal to hold slaves in Wisconm, and 
hence the statement of Mr. M. having held elaves, must be a false- 
hood. 

I forwarded to Mr. Eastman a list of those who reported them- 
selves in the census of 1840 as slaveholders, showing that slaves 
were held, though in defiance of law, yet approved of by public 
sentunent. This was published in the Western Citizen. One of 
the members of the Conference warned me to be careful of what I 
said in charging these things on Bro. M. I told him I would 
risk it. 

In 1844, the Territoiial Anti-Slavery Society held its annual 
meeting in Milwaukie, to which place !RIr. M. had by this time 
been removed. He was preaching to the church there, and in 
company with the rest of the ministers, attended the anti-slavejcy 
meeting. Having been to the West, I procuied certificates feooi 
the neighbors of Mr. M., showing what they knew in relation to 
the case. I handed them to Mr. Gaston, Secretary of the Society, 
and member of the eotnmittee tc examine into the matter — (the 
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Executive Committee constituting the coniroittee to investigate it.) 
Mr. Oaston said they had done nothing, and could make no report 
on the subject. I conversed Tivith Bro. Foote, a Piesbyt>erian 
Huniater from Racine. "Oh," said he, " let all that old stuff go. 
Mr. M. is witk us now." 

The Secretary read his report in the order of business, and the 
writer, on ftaotion to accept, rose and inquired, " Shall we hear 
firom the committee on, a subject which it was appointed to investi- 
gate, vix., the case of a young woman sent to the South by a min- 
ister. I have no wish to bring it up now ; but shall we hear from 
the cominittee." In reply it was stated that that matter-r would 
come up by and by. So the report was accepted and adopted. 

In the afternoon, I proposed that we should hear from the com- 
nuttee on the subject of the young woman enslaved by a minister. 
To which it-was replied, (I believe by Mr. Reet,) " The committee 
have been discharged ; it is now too late." 
^ I then moved the appointment of another committee on the same 
subject. This was violently opposed ; it was denounced as inquisi- 
torial ; and a motion was made to expunge from the records the 
resolution calling on Mr. M. for explanation. 

Mr. Codding opposed the last motion, and it was lost. The 
motion I made was put and carried in the affirmative- I handed 
the certificates to a member of the committee, and he stated that 
they had seen ]\lr. M., who had promised to explain the whole 
matter. The sun was near setting on the second day, and Mr. M. 
had given no explanation. Knowing that there would be a press 
ef bufflness in the evening,, and a favorsble opportuni^ presenting 
itself, I proposed that we should hear from Mv. M. This brought 
tipon me a strain of denunciation from Mr. Finch, a lawyer of 
Milwaukie. He stated that Mr. M. did not wish to say any thing 
about it. This produced some discussion, and more excitement, 
tall finally Mr. M. had to rise and explain. 

After complimenting the society on their candor, piety and talent, 
and ezpresang the hope that justice could be done to him in an 
abolition convention — a thing he had never expected — he proceeded 
to state tiiftt he had ^ven up property worth from 10,000 to 15,000 
dollars, because he would not hold property in slaves j that on 
leavkg ^the South, two slaves had been given to his wife, with a 
{!FOV»o in the deed, that if ever she parted from them, she diould 
send t3iein,>ba:ck to her father, who gave them. " I brought them," 
eontinued Mr. M., " with mo to Wisconsin ; and after living some 
years here, as they desired to go to the South, I took one of them 
m my boggy, earned her io GkJena, and paid her fare to St. Louis. 
And I afterwards sent ofif the other ; and I would do so again, to 
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tlie tenth time. I could wLsli that there were no Bectariauism in 
bringing this up." 

Seeing that Mr. M. had bliaded the Convention, so that the real 
is&ue was not seen, I rose to reply, when his friends cried out, 
" Question ! question ! qaostioh ! "I should like to make Boma 
remarks, gentlemen," said I; but interrupting me, they called, 
" Question ! question ! " So I took my seat, remarking, " Well, 
I do not call that justice." "No," Kud another; "nor I." 
" Nor I," said another. I also proniised the Lord, mentally, to 
preach on that case in pvery pulpit I entered, and talk on it in 
every house I visited. 

Late at night a resolution was introduced by Mr. Bean, the 
Methodist steward, as follows : — 

"Resolved, That calling on Mr. M to explain about those 

slaves, was ungentlemanly, iinkind, unchristian and imjust." 

Mr. Codding opposed this, and it was withdrawn. And another 
was introduced, exonerating Mr. M. from all intentional wrong in 
the transaction. This was put by the chair ; about twenty voted 
for it, and about fifteen against it ; but the body of the Convention 
did not vote. S«x>n after this, a letter written by Mr. Cross, Wes- 
leyan Methodist n'inister in Illinois, was forwarded to Milwaukie, 
in which the sabstaiice of ti)e deed of gift was stated, from which it 
appeared that, if Mjs. M. should die without children, then Mr. M. 
was to own the piaves; and the deed was signed by Mr. M.'s 
hand ! ' 

Soon after was reported that Mrs. M. had drawn up a deed of 
emancipation for the slaves. This she stated to some ladies m. 
Milwaidcie, and to Mr. Fowler, who drove her in a carriage fix>m 
the lawyer's office, (Mr. Finch's,) to the post office where the doc- 
ument was oQ^led. 

I called on Mr. Finch, and he told me in reply to my inquiries, 
that he had drawn up a power of attorney, in compliance with 
Mrs. M.'s request, to be forwafded to St. IjouIs. At that time Mr. 
M. was in New York. 

Time rolled on, and IMr. M. was appointed Presiding Elder 
of the Milwaukie District. As the skives did not return, we con- 
tinued to agitate the matter by voice and pen. . In reply to some 
queries ^ ut *o Mr. M. by the Methodists, ne stated that one of the 
slaves had beea taken sick in St. Louis, and the wages of the well 
one were absorbed in paying the expenses of the sick one, except 
eighteen dollars, and that amount was sent to Mrs. M., and ehe 
had received it. 

We were now satisfied that the slaves had been hired out. In a 
number of places Mr. M. had to give an explanation of the aflfeir 
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before commencing Kis qufoierly meeting, as the thing by this tiiRe 
was noiEed abroad very considerably. 

In 1845, at the annual meeting of the Liberty Apsociation in 
Waukesha, (then Prarieville,) a committee was appointed on the 
case of a person kidnapped from our Territory. Mr. Finch tried 
hard to prevent the wiiter from being appointed on the committee, 
but failed, and quitted the meeting a^ter the first day's exercises. 

The committee brought in their report, vrhich proved, that by Mr. 
M.'s own statement, he was a kidnapper ; that he was the respon- 
sible person, and recommended the passage of ft)ur resolutions : — 

1st. To rescind the one passed in B'lilwaukie, clearing Mr. 
M. from blame. (This was carried unanimously.) 

2d, That according to the ordinance of '87, no person treading 
the soil of Wisconsin could be a slave, and whosoever should send 
persons from the Territory into chattel servitude, was guilty of kid- 
nap;.i;>g and man-stealing, and violated the laws of God and our 
Teiritory. 

3d. That a committee be anpn'mtcd to present the matter to Con- 
ference. 

4th, That a gjmmittee be appointed to take legal steps to se- 
cure the freedom of the young women. 

At this meeting six Methodist ministers spoke in defence of 
Mr. M. Of these, Mr. Peck thought our efforts wei-e injuring 
the anti-slavery cause. Mr. Deming thought Mr. M. must have 
known that he was doing wrong ; he was too smart a man not to 
know it; but the whole subject had better, however, be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Clark stated that one of the slaves had been converted since 
ehe had gone South ! 

Mr. Efolton said, " Ho who steals my purse steals trash, but he 
who filches from me my good name, takes that which not enriches 
him, but makes me poor indeed." 

Mr. Barber wished to know of any lawyer present, whether a 
woman could legally make out a writing such as it was claimed 
that ISIrs. M. had made "out. 

Mr. Tichenor, a lawyer, stated that without the signature of the 
husband, it was of no legal validity. 

Mr. Jillson showed that bringing the young women to the Terri- 
toty emancipated them. 

Mr. Caulkins showed that if they were willing to go into bondage, 
then slavery had exerted its most damning influence upon them. 

Finally, the second resolution was carried, and the other two, 
with the Report, were re-committed, and the committee enlarged. 
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1846. In the annual meeting of this year the Liberty Aijsocia- 
tion adopted an address to the annual Rock River Conference, of 
which I will endeavor to procure a copy for you. The secretary 
■wan ordered to forward it to the Conference. 

Soon after, Mr. Deming of Southport was tried before the church, 
for saying that Mr. M. was a slaveholder. He admitted that he 
had said so, but denied that it was slander, for he could prove the 
truth of the statement. He presented such a mass of evidence to 
the court, that he was acquitted. The trial, with a good share of 
the evidence, was published in the " Southport American," " The 
American Freeman," the " Western Citizen," and abstracts of it 
in the " Western Christian," and numerous other papers. 

The case was laid before the Grand Jury in Grant county, but 
as the foreman was a slaveholder, and most of the others were pro- 
slavery, nothiag was done. The evidence, however, presented tn 
the jury, was published in the " American Freeman," in reply to 
a request from the Washington Patriot, Pennsylvania, that the evi- 
dence be furnished, as a minister there denied the truth of the 
charge, and promised to enforce discipline, if proof should be ad- 
duced. 

The " address " was duly forwarded to the conference in Galena 
in 1846, but arrived there just as the session was closed. Bishop 
Hamlin sent word to the secretary, that if it had come on in timo, 
it would have been presented. 

In 1847, a committee was appointed to forward the address to 
Conference, and with it documents duly ce^-tified, showing the 
agency of Mr. M. in the transaction. The documents and address 
were presented to the conference by the agency of Bishop Waugh, 
referred to a committee, and the committee reported that Mr. M, 
was not prepared to go into a trial of the matter, — and they recom 
mended that a committee be appointed by the conference to try the 
case at some future period. The committee was appointed, as 
recommended. A motion was made to silence Mr. M. for a ^ven 
period. It was lost. His brother, Mr. J. T. M., moved that he 
be superannuated, and he was superannuated. 

Some few days since the trial commenced. _ After progre^ing 
some days, Mr. M. wished that it might be put off for a time, and 
it was so put off. 

Yours for the slave, Edwabd Mathews. 

The following is a copy of the document presented to the Rock 
River Conference, in 1847, — and with it concludes a narrative iu 
mmj respects peculiar. But its general aspect is similar to othen 
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khoTirn to ttie author. Wliile residing witlun tHe boimds of tht 
Philadelphia Conference, I knew of several travelling mimBtOrs 
who owned slaves, ■whom ihey hired out at the South. And not a 
few who had mamed wived in Delaware and Maryland, I was in- 
formed, w6uld hold one oir more skves in Peiihsylvahia, a little less 
than nine months, then return them to the South, and get others 
in their place, for a eimilar period, from their fathers-in-law. Thm 
evading the law of Pennsylvania that freed ai slave after nine 
months' readenee. 

To the JFr^sidinff JBishop and Ministers composing the Rock 
Hiver Conference of the M. E. Church. 

ESrisiiiKD BBKraiiEiJ : — We approach you ib a Christian spirit, 
tfnd ifeel justified in Anticipating a reception marked hy the regard 
which we entertain for yon. 

Were you not avoWedly enlisted like us in the elevation of the 
mofs^ of community, and like ns, self-devoted to the redemp- 
tion, of the human heart from the darkness of sia, and the human 
mind from that of ignorance ; we would apporoach you t& opponents, 
but, as it is, Y^e eihorfc you as friends and Drethreo. 

With deep regret we discovered by the proceedings of your last 
session that you have exonerated Rev. J ■ ■ M— — from ^ilt 
in his agency in the rfe^nslavement of the females whom he brought 
ioine veture since from Southern slavery. The circumstances Ate 
^ well known as to render recapitulation unnecessary. We need 
only refer to the feet, that ais soon as those two females entered ofit 
Territory, the contingtsnt ittteregtd which different parties claimed in 
them ffett to the ground. The ch$dns of chattelhood cbo^^ from 
their limbs, they stbbd up " free," and their rights were as much 
the object of the protectidti of the law as those of the hi^est officer 
in Wisconsin. ' 

Bein^ unable to pcfceive how you cah draw a di^rent inference 
from these fects, we feel that we only discharge a solemn and im- 
perious duty, in entreating you in the name of humaniW, of our 
country, of our religion and of our laws, to reconsider the action 
you have had on the question. 

It ys true, that no action of yours or ours, may be successful 'n 
recovering these representatives of God's poor from the awful fete 
to which they have teen conagned ; but humanity, griievously 
"Wounded by their exile from freedom, happiness and security, im- 
llloringly demands some tribute of cotnjWBsion. The high tinar^tfer 
of our Territory, as a land whose inhabitants are secure, is im- 
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paired ; and for its sslie, wo remonstrate against any act tbat does 
violence to the sacred rights of her people, with moral impunity. 

Deep and lasting reproach has been cast on the name of Chris- 
tianity, by an act involving in its cousoquences the physical and 
moral wretchedness, and probably in addition the spiritual death 
of the innocent and defenceless ; and we implore you not to throw 
the sanctifying mantle of our holy religion over an axit of this char- 
acter. The best of our laws, designed to paralyze the hand of 
tyranny, and seciire to the weak as well as the strong the enjoyment 
of rational liberty, has been flagrantly violated ; and we invoke 
you, by all that is valuable in social order, not to give the example, 
already fearful from tie high standing of the actor, the still more 
fearful character that it would derive from your deliberate and 
solemn sanctiou. 

By your regard for the female character, we beseech you to 
withdraw your approval of the ungenerous excuse of Mr. M., that 
" his wife was the holder of the freed womien," and the principal 
actor in the tragedy, fehe could not, even if willing, occupy that 
place ; and if stie would not, it is in strange keeping with his high 
professions, to compel her to bear the . odium of a woman who was 
regardless of woman's rights and woman's innocence. 

And we feel assured, that after prayerful deliberation, you will 
hesitate much in sanctioning th6 tj^ng palliative, that these pooi 
daughters of affliction were returned to the execrable brothel house 
of the South, in. compliance with an agreement made with the 
father-in-law of Mr. M. 

Awful thoughts are raised by the anxious apprehension, that on 
leaving the protection of our Territoriid laws, they went fast as 
time down to the gates of death ; and it may be that even now the 
Lord of Sabbaoth hears the cry from their grieved spirits and 
broken hearts—^*' No man careth for my soul." 

Signed, Ciiaeles Ddnkeb, Fres. Wes. L. At,%^n. 

John B. Jii-i^on,) „ . ^ 

9 
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AN'i'J--3JLA.VKtiY MOViJMKNTii illi'lfOliTS Oi' 0. aOOT'f- — Ot-POaiXlON OJf 

;0R. ¥I»K — DK. BANOfJ "ViiRiiUS (iKO- STOKttS CIVIL AGAINST 

MIt. STOKRb- — HIS TKIUMPII. 

The anti-slavery movement in this country, whioh is distinguish- 
ed as Modern Abolitionism," commenced a short period before 
the first efforts were made in the Methodist Chiutih, which claim our 
special attention. But the principlets avowed were precisely the 
same. Called together by the voice of bleeding humanity, a com- 
pany of benevolent heaita met in Convention at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Dec. 4, 1833. Disdaining concealment of theii" views or designs, 
they prepared and set forth an abb deckratiou of sentiments, and it 
was signed by all the members of the Convention, which was made 
up of persons from ten of the Free States. Sixty names are found 
attached to it. This became the test of anti-slavery character, 
among those who professed opposition to slavery. Few embraced 
these sentiments at once, but among the earliest were found some 
ministers and members of the Methodist B. Church.* Of those 
who became distinguished by their early devotion and untiring zeal 
in the anti-slavery cause, among the Methodists, it will become 
necessary to name, with some particulaiity, several members of the 
Eastern Conferences. In less than one year firom the formation of 
the American Anti-Slavery Society, whose declaration of senti- 

* In Zion's Watchman of Jan. 30, 1841, it ia stated that "tlie tir«t 
Methodist Anti-Slavery Society was formed in Oct., 1834, at the house of 
N. Dunn, 73 Leonard street, in this city. La Roy Sunderland presided 
at this meeting. And perhaps some will be surprised to know, that 
Bishop Hedding was appointed the first president of that society. Of 
course the Bishop declined ; but he had the first honors of that office ! 
The society next appointed Rev. George Pickering, and he declined 
also; but we have been told that he did not make up his mind to do so, 
till he had first received some advice upon the subject from "head- 
quarters," in New T. ork. 

" The next society in the Church was formed in June, 1835, by the 
members of the New England Conference ; and another society was, 
we believe, formed by the members of the New Hampshire Conference, 
about the same time." 



iiuiutH hiiH biHiu II iLicod hma, a iiuiuboi- ot' jiiiuiykuiJ, nujiudtjit} 
<tt" tl*e Nf vv i'lnghmd and iNew llaiupaliiio "oiifoifinct^M, iasuod aii 
'* Appoal," wliicli iiad hmm writt«u hy Lu lu)y Buiuioiiaiid, ou 
lJu) aubjcct of Slavoiy, and addicstiod to tlieLr biotlucii cf the tw>i 
I'.otdbreucca uaiuod. 

Tilt) ufcarliiig jKiiut iij. Uio ApjHial hi thitf — " No maji lia.s or can 
\m\id a luunT to Lold a fellov/ uiati, for oue iiiomi ut, in boiulagy 
juj niOi'ifiUTY." The bucceding {)r()j)osition3, wbicU wort; ably aui*- 
tiuued, aie here tjuoted as distinct paiagraphs. 

" Tht) Bible condomcH this kind of slavery, in prcciatjiy the 
same way that it condemns many other thiuga which are allowed by 
idl othor (.^hristifuis to be Bin against God." 

" The palpable inconsistency in a Christia I's attempting to jus- 
tify slavery from the word of God." 

" The Discipline of the Church is opposed to slavery." 

' The Church now is less opposed to slavery than fifty yea* j ago." 

" Slavery will never cease from the Church, if the rules ag^iiasi* 
ii are altered as they have been in the past." 

" Wesley defined slaveholding to be a t^in against God," — " used 
as severe language against it as any modern abolitionist," — "be- 
lieved all slaveholders guilty," — " did all that he could against it." 

' ' All slaveholders do the same to perpetuate the sin of slavery, 
which temperate rum drinkers do to perpetuate drunkenness." 

'* Wesleyan ministers in England condenmed the sin of slave- 
holding, encouraged their churches 'o act against it, and were sua-- 
tained by the people.". 

" Solemn duties devolve on us in relation to slavery in this 
country." 

The importance attached to this document, by those who were 
opposed to the sentiments and principles it advocated, may be 
known from the manner in which it was received and "treated 
Fearing the influence it would exert upon the ^lethodist community, 
in favor of " modem abolitionism," a " Counter Appeal " was put 
forth in opposition, written by Prof. \\Tieclon, and signed by Dr. 
Fisk, President of the Wesleyan University, and others, xnemberf 
cf the same conferences. 
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TKiS was a well written, though faUacioua production. It waa 
not alloweii ■ to r^mtiin unnoticed by tJlie first apjifellants. It w'aa 
taken ' by tbb authbr'of thfe "Appeal," sxibjected t« a critical 
investigation, and replied to "with great ability. 

This period marks the commencement of the anti-slaivfery struggle 
in the M. E. Church, which resiilted, eight yfears later, in an anti- 
slavery secession frbrn, and, two years later, a cbnsequeht pro-sla- 
very division of thi^ Chiu^L And it is a coincidence somewhat 
remarkable, that the purpose of La Roy Sunderland to write his 
fainous Ajppeal, waS anticipaited by thfe design of another distin- 
guislied minister, to publi)^ a series of articles on Slavery in Zion's 
Herald, neither of them being privy to the purpose of the other. 

Ill an article piiblished in the True Wesley ian, Jiind 3, 184^, it 
is said — "In November, 1884, Mr. Sundeirland' told " certain 
ministers that " he contemplated writmg a6' Appeal." And it is 
said also tiat " the Appeal was published in D6cembet, 1834." 

In the autobiography of the late Rev. 0. Scott, (page' 34 of his 
Life,) his language is, "I had maide up my mind as early as Oc- 
tober, 1834, to coromeriiee on my individual relspbusibilityj the Ist 
of January ensuing, a series of articles on theBe subjects (Slavery 
and Abolitionism') in the Hei*aid. Early in Nbvetiiber l wrote my 
fi^st article." So spontaneous are the feeling wliich 'prbTtapt' good 
men to engage simultahebiisly in a great and good wbrk. 

In order to success in the advocacy of an impoirtknt reformatory 
movement, it is in^spensably necessary that able advocates' be em- 
ployed — fecilities for prompt and extensive Coniiriunicatioii with 
the public be gained— and' a candid hearihg by a discerning com- 
munity be given. With these advantages, success is certain-^with- 
out them, advanceme'nt will be slow md precarious. The eircunx- 
stances associated' with the early proniulgation of anti-slaVery senti- 
ments in New England, coinbined thesfe' faVoi^ible rftddehtg; The 
abilily of the advocates was unrivalled. Thie columns of Zioli's 
Herald, a weekly paper issued in Bbslen, uiider the patrtnage of 
the New En^ahd Conferences, were speedily opfenfed, and the in 
tell^iit candor of the people of New Engltod yielded to the influ- 
ence thus exerted upon it. 
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Ainoug the earliest of those who stood forth boldly and iearl^^|y 
ia the defence of outraged huai?!smty, when popijdar odji^ was in- 
sep iiable frpm the position of m Abolitionist, wag found OiaAjNoa 
Scott * He waa a leading member of the i{ew. England Confer- 
ence, and at the time Presiding Eldw of Providence District. The 
position he ever maintained, in the unti-shvery struggle, tojalfesi it 
impossible to avoid an extended notice of Ip nijoye)^ The 
occaaion of his debu( at a public n;(^ting in Boston, is, ^y^ell renjiem- 
bered by nuany to this day, v?ith feelings of plei^^i:^^ and admiration. 
It is thus related to the author by John (Jv -WHtjtwr it--'' We had 
listened with intense interest to, the thrilling eloquenpe of Geqrge 
Thompson ; and Jtlenry B., Stanton had pu^^ Corth^^pe of Jus happi- 
est :efibrts. A crowded assembly had l^een. .^hai^ed to their seats 
for hours. It.waa near ten o'clock in the . e^^ng- A; pause en- 
sued— the audience became luisettled, aflid, u^s^y W^fe 
toward the door, purposing to retire. A n^w sge^ker, ftr<?se. ^ J^^e 
was a plain looking man, and seeded rather to he^tate in the few 
obsemtions he first offered. An iucr^asine; disppatipa to listen 
evidently, encoiuraged him, and he became .animated and Jiyelj, 
eliciting dem.Qnstr£^ons of applause. Spi^ryed-on by, this, h^. con- 
tinued, with increasing interest, evjident pn, the part .of his hearers, 

. who now resigned themselves wilHngly to his pp^eiful appe^ 
sponding at short internals, in &underat)f apiplause. Tp jn^j, jtiis 

; iUu9tratiQ|i3.,were new ajid stailling. I never can for^t, j^e,:^s- 
terly mapner iji which he ;ax^t the objection^ t^fe ,«kbQlitioni§ts. y^^re 
blinded by prejudice, ^nd yrpi^kipg in the ^^k. 'jJ^lwd, jflipjjjgh 

. we be,' he jemarked,— aye, sir, though blin^fs, Samson;^ 
Temple of JDagon, like, : him,; if can, do no mare,,.ve vrill ^g^gpe 
jOTu: way Lfdong, feeling fori iho yiMa^8^<^fft^t ien^jl^ wJajw 
o<Miseoi»ted to thQ Woody riteei ofthe 3Iol«}h,,§Ij^Ypry |,j|ind,.^gj^§p- 
ing; their basSiiwe wiU.bend forp^ard, neapyed by| Jtjie omnipotenc^jof 
Truth, andj o'jBjIimiing .the Ej^ppprtSjOn whijcif tljiw.jSy^m.of.^^l^ 

• At, the. Coaferejicf; for, 1834, resolutions ui/avoro,f Ae ,l59lon?if&tioii 
. loheme, offered by. pV, Jis^, ^ere, on Mr^^coit'ii motloii, laiif <>& khe 
' i»ih]e,^i^ni in 16o4 he #«• aetiWly engaged, in prokaodpfarihe.idctti* 
•I^T^ry cause on his district. 

9» 



102 HIBTOBT OP AMJEBICAK SLAVKRY AND MCTHODISM. 



inalioii rests, upheave the entire fabric, whosft iinclif«tinguisbable 
ruins shall yet mark the spot -where oxir grandest moral victory -was 
proudly *won.' The climax %a3 complete. The applause was un- 
bounded, as fee speaker retired. Upon inquiry, wo heard the 
name of 0. Scott, now so well known among the ablest advocates 
of the slave's cause." 

Wielding the pen of a ready writer, Orange Scott soon made 
tributary to the cause of the slave, the columns of Zion's Herald. 
Having been known for years as a frequent correspondent of that 
■paper, his productions attracted attention extensively, and were in- 
stromental of great good. About the same time at which the Ap- 
peal was issued, he commenced and continued for several months, 
with the aid of others equally devoted to the cause, an extensive 
and able correspondence on slavery. Dr. Fisk, whose influence 
and popularity was unrivalled, and who was distingvdshed as a good "* 
and great man in the opinions of the people, appeared as an an- 
tagonist. He was £uded by Prof. Whedon, whom the Doctor de- 
clared " amply able to no justice to the subject." The discussion 
was spirited, and to some extent severely personal. The Doctor 
charged Mr. Scott with unbecoming zeal in the distribution of abo- 
lition periodicals, in language like this : *' Even 'a Presiding Elder 
can peddle out these ' raw head and bloody bones ' books all around 
his district ; and at his own expense, I am told, send out weekly 
one hundred copies, of the most exciting and unreasonable periodical 
published by the abolitionists of the day, to stir up among as many 
ministers, the same exclusive, censorious and fervid spirit. * * * 
In the same paragraph, he defined his Own position thus : — " I 
hereby announce that I am opposed to the general movements of 
modem abolitionism, to many of its doctrines, and to much of its 
Bjmt ; but at the same time, I claim for myself as much sympathy 
for the slave, and as deep a conviction of the evils of slavery, as 
abolitionists themselves." This qualification of his opposition, did 
not secure the result he desired. ITie discussion continued. The 
press teemed with the productions of the antj^slavery preachers in 
New England. Mr. Scott reviewed Dr. Fisk's commumcations in 
an able manner. He ahio prepared a series cf conununications ou 
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Slavery, for tlie Herald, commencmg Dec. 30, 1834, and embra- 
cing sixteen articles of interesting and •well-timed reading matter. 
Thrilling facts were cited in abundance, showing the enormity of 
slavery, as a system of cruelty and murdor. The pretensions of 
the American Colonization Society were examined and exposed to 
the condemnation of the community. And the duty, practicability, 
and superior advantages of immediate emancipation, were trium- 
phantly presented in these articles. 

The publication of these articles, and others of a similar charac- 
ter, with other influences, was productive of a general rovolutioii in 
public sentiment among the Methodists ; so that within six months 
a majority of the New England and New Hampshire Confereqfips 
were converted to the doctrines of immediate 'abolitionism. And in 
June, 1885, an anti-slavery delegation from both conferences, was 
secured to the General Conference, to be held in Cincinnati, May, 
1836. This Conference will afford material for extended remark. 
The results of its action have already been cited, to some extent, 
in a former chapter. A detailed narrative of the proceedings rela- 
' ■ tive to abolitionism, will be more in place now. 

Before ptocesding to that relation, it may be well to note some 
few incidents of conaderable importance, showing the interest 
with which the contest was noted by other portions of the Church, 
as also the prejudice which influenced many minds high in au- 
thority. ■ 

When the election of delegates was made by the New England 
Conference, as before intunated, the anti-slavery question deter- 
mined the choice. Oeangb Scott was honored with a largo mar 
jority of the votes cast. Dr. Fisk, however, suffered a berious 
diminutoon of his popularity, and was far behind Mr. S<iott, akh<mgh 
his election was effected. Mr. Scott himself, so far from entertain- 
ing unkind feelings, v«ted for the Doctor. He declined the equiv- 
ocal honor proffered him, by resigning his place, which was filled 
by another. This act called fortihi an address to the Doctor, con- 
gratulating him on his dignified declinature, which was signed by 
Boveral distinguished clergymen and lay members, of New York 
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city, and was published to the world in the Christian Advocate and 
tJoumal. It condemned, in the strongest terms, the action of the 
New England Conference in choosing abolitionists for delegates. 

The most remarkable feature in this comspondenoe was the sin- 
gular fact, that it originated at Middletown, rather than New York I 
At least, such Is the only opinion the author can entertain, after 
reading a letter, now beford him, addressed to the late Bev. O. 
Scott, written by one who signed the address to Dr. Fisk. But as 
many of the actors ia that xmique affair have " gone hence," it is 
dismissed with a brief notice. It could not properly be passed over 
unnoticed. 

The address and a reply from the doctor were extensively circu- 
lated by the Methodist papers throughout the country. They pre- 
sent a most remarkable feature of the controversy, and aie, per- 
haps, unprecedented in the jbistory of ecclesiastical affairs. Such 
an interference with the doings of an annijal conference deserved, 
as it received, a prompt and stem, rebuke from those who were 
thus . unjustly aasailed. A protest waa prepared and published in 
Zion's Herald, signed by thirty-sis members of the New England 

. Conference. , They requested its publication in the Christian Ad- 
vocate and Journal. This was refused. 

But the New England Conference was not alon? the subj^t of 
migrepresentation and; flagrant injustice. A complete view of the 
relative position of the question prior to the General Conference, 
cannot be given, without particular mention of the action of the 

, New Hampshire Conference, and the conduct of the authorities of 
the <9hurch toward it. This ^?ill give .occasion to.introduce to no- 
tice, firs*, the name of one of .^he mpst devoted advocates of the slave 
in New Hampshire, — ^that is, Gsqkgb Sxoigas. Pistinguished as a 
devoted minisl^r, and remar^ble his saepess in promoting the 

; .cause of religion, there was an inSuence^ssoci^ted with his name, 
that enabled jbim to accomplish much in promoting, the cause of 
aboUtioQism. His influence among the Methodists in that rt^on, 
mm second to no man's. A narrative of his movements will pre* 
sent aDme angular facts, for ooosideratioQ in tiqie tq come. 
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Iropelled by zeal in the attempt to overthrow alx)litionibQi by 
making abolitionists appear to the greatest possible disadvantage 
before the public, the editor of the Chiistian Advocate and Jouraat 
6f 1835, No. 462 of that paper, thus speaks of George Storrs : — 

" Look at the spirit manifested by the writ-er of thg aiticle on 
Dur fourth page, in his remarks upon the editors of this paper. 
And these are the musings of a man, a Clu-iatian brother, who, in 
his zeal for equalizing the black population of our country with the 
whites, applies the golden rule, ' Do as you would be done by.* 
What a metamorphosis is here ! The hitherto amiable Bro. Storrs 
changed into a bitter reviler ! Does he wish us to do by him, what 
he has done by us ? We dai'e not. We are forbidden to bring a 
' railing accusation. ' But we can hardly avoid saying, that if 
this be the effect of abolition principles, the sooner they are checked, 
the better for th<^ Church, and the world, and certainly for the in- 
dividuals themselves who are infected with tbam." 

This induced the New Hampshire Conference, at its session in 
Augiifit of 1835, to appoint a committee to investigate his charac- 
ter. Their report is here given. " 

" The committee appointed on the case of Brother Storrs, beg 
leave to report, That the difficulty in relation to Brother Ptorrs, 
which has been submitted to their consideration, grows out of an 
editorial article which appeared in the 462d No. of the Christian 
Advocate and Journal, in which he is called ' a bitter reviler,' 
and indirectly, ' a railer.' 

" The communications written by Brother Storrs, which are here 
referred to by the senior editor of the Christian Advocate and Jour- 
nal, your committee have read and considered with careful atten- 
tion. And though your committee do not apprehend that they are 
■called upon, in the discharge of the duties assigned them, to ex- 
press an opinion as to the merits of the controversy which has 
given rise to the article referred to, yet they do believe, that they 
cannot discharge their duty to Brother Storrs, without recommend- 
ing for adoption by this Conference the following resolutionB : 

" Resolved, 1st. That in the opinion of this Conference, there 
is nothing in the remarks of Brother Storrs, referred to by the 
senior editor of the Christian Advocate and Journal, which can be 
justly construed into railing or ' bitter reviling.' 

" Resolved, 2d. That if Brother Storrs had been guiUy of ' rail- 
ing ' and ' bitter reviling,' whether publicly or not, hu fault should 
not have been proclaimed tbrougn the coliamnsof ane^rspaper» 
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until he had been regiilai-ly convicted of tlils crime, before the con- 
fei'ence of which he is a member. 

" Hesoked, 3d. That if there was any thing peculiarly objec- 
tionabk in the pieces written by Brother Storrs, to which the editor 
refers, then that circumstance alone should have kept them from 
the columns of that paper, especially as the editor had refmed 
Brother StoiTS the privilege of defending himself from the charges 
preferred against him in the columns of the Christian Advocata 
and Journal. 

Hesohed, 4th. That a copy of th(J foregoing report be for- 
wanied to the Christian Advocate and Journal, and Zion's Herald, 
for publicatiou. 

Schuyler Chamberlain, > 

Samuel Norris, V Committee. 

I). I. BOBINSON, ) 

Portsmouth, N. H., Aug. 6, 1835." 

According to the usages of the Methodist Episcopal Church, this 
report should have been published in the Advocate and Journal, aa 
the Conference requested of the editors ; but instead of this, the 
editors of that paper refused to give it an, insertion, and yet com- 
mented upon it at length, with great severity and injustice, inas- 
much as the members of tSiat Conference, aa a body, were arraigned 
publicly, and condemned without the privilege of having their 
doings seen by the readers of the Advocate. A defence was pre- 
pared and published, by thirty-two members of the Conference. 
This also was refused a place in the Advocate. 

It is but justice to remark, that this course was highly appre- 
ciated by the community generally. A remarkable coincidence of 
sentiment and action is discoverable ; and it is worthy of note, 
that at the same period of time, when George Storrs was denounced 
as a ndter wad bitter reviler, and the abolitionists generally de- 
clared to be " Jacobinical, hot-headed, fdrious and frenzied," at 
New York, he was arraigned, condemned, and sentenced to suffer 
the punishment of the laws as " a common raiier and brawler," in 
Pittsfield, N. H. 

The finale of this memorable development of pro-slavery wrath 
is given by the editor of the Herald of Freedom, who attended th« 
Court of Common Pleas. Ho eiys — 
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"Our readers have not yet forgotten tiie infamous outrage on 
law and justice, and commou sense, committed aguiust Mr. Storrs, 
at Pittstield, last March. It will be remembered that he was 
charged, on the oath of Siierbuknb Green, with being ' a com- 
mon raiier and brawler, and, on the miserable and ridiculoua testi- 
mony of two men, who, out of seventeen witnesses summoned, were 
chosen as the most supple tools, and after a speech from Mosks 
NoKRis, Jr., Esq., a member of the bar, was convicted by Reubkn 
T. Lkavitt,' of Pittsfield, assisted by Robert Knox, of Epsom, 
and Henry Roby, of Chichester, pubUc magistrates of New Hamp- 
shire, and sentenced to ' be conmutted to the House of Correction/ 
and ' put to hard labor for the term of three months ' ! 

"The case came up las o Monday afternoon, by appeal, before 
the Court of Common Pleas, now sitting in Concord. His honor 
Judge Richardson called for the prosecuting party, but no one re- 
sponded. He called again. He inquired of the Attorney Gen- 
eral — he knew nothing of the matt-er. A member of ihe hax re- 
ferred the Judge to Moses Noriis — who was present. He shook 
his head, while every eye in the room was hent on him with pierc- 
ing glances. Another member remarked that * he had repented.' 
No one appearing to conduct <he prosecution, the Judge ordered it 
to be discharged." 

♦ 

Poisoned as was the public mind, it would not bear out such a 
stretch of intolerant opposition to a worthy minister. But thia 
chapter will now be concluded. The next will continue the inci- 
dents relative to the progress of abolitionism prior to the General 
Conference of 1836. » v 



CHAPTER VII. 

zion's watchman published — Blackford's cask — exclusion oi 
abolitionists from certain pulpits in new tokk guy— ■ 
0. scott proscribed by a missionary committee. 

The growing interest mamfcsted in, and the great importance 
really associated with the principles of the abolitionkts, induced the 
friends of the cause in the Methodist Church to commence the pub- 
lication of a weekly paper, whose columns should be devoted sudnly 
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lo the discussion of slavery. Ziou's Watchman, as it was ealleil, 
was published in New Yorl; city, by ' ' The New York Wesleyau 
Society." The first number was issued January 1, 1836, with 
La Roy Sunderlaad aa Editor. He was a member of the New 
England Conference, but was then on the superannuated list on 
account of ill health. In the first number he sets forth in the fol- 
lowing language his position toward the Church : 

" In the outset, it is proper for us to declare, perhaps, in order 
to prevent any misapprehension of our object, that, in publishing 
this paper; it is by no means designed to come in contact with any 
one distinctive feature or principle of Methodism. It is rather our 
object to defend the discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
against the sin of holding and treating the human species as 
property. We purpose to show that Christianity always did, and 
always will condemn the practice, — that it was condemned by Wes- 
ley and his coadjutors in the ministry, and especially by those who 
organized the Methodist Episcopal Church : — And further, we shall 
show that many of our preachers of the present day hold precisely 
the same views, and ad /ocate the same measures, with regard to 
this ' great evil,' which were held and advocated by the venerable 
Wesley, and those holy men who organized the Methodist Church, 
and consequently, that in admitting and continuing this ' great evil ' 
in tins Church, we have sadly departed from the ' ancient land- 
marks * which were set up by the founder of the Methodist socie- 
ties, and his immediate successors in the gospel ministry." 

This movement waS far from agreeable to the editor of the official 
paper at New York. He noticed the first number of tlfb Watch- 
man with brief but severe strictures. This prompted the editor of 
the Watchman to present a statement which it is proper to copy in 
part, as the editor was afterwards much misrepresented, opposed 
and persecuted. This statement will evidence the spirit of his foes, 
and show why he ventured to assume the unenviable position of 
editor of a paper so much abused in after years. 

"It is now nothing new to our readers, when we say that, for 
nearly two years, a larce proportion of our ministers and members 
in the New England States nave been very much afflicted at the 
course whicli the Christian Advocate and Journal has been pursu- 
ing with regard to them, and the subject of slavery. This dissatia- 
fection was not occasioned by any difference of opinion merely, 
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upon this subject, between them and thc worth}^ oditovs of thrt 
paper, nor did it arise from what was said in the Advocate, justly 
in defence of the American Colonization Society. 

' ' It has arisen solely from the proscjriptive course which that 
paper has taken towards those in the Northern and Middle States, 
who have felt it their duty to bear their testimony against the sin 
of slavery No dissatisfaction has ever been felt, that v/e know 
of, because the Christian Advocate and Journal did not take a 
prominent stand agflinsf slavery — tliis wi^s never either desired or 
expected. The ground of complaint has been, that c»m- official 
paper has defended one side of a question, upon which our Church 
and the nation generally are divided in opinion, and that it has 
repeatedly published communications and editorial articles upon one 
side of this question, to the utter exclusion of the other. In oppo- 
sing the views of those from whom it differed, this paper has cen- 
sured individuals by name, and refused to give them the opportu- 
nity of either explaining, where they conceived themselves misun- 
derstood, or defending themselves against the injury which they 
believed its cx parte statements were calculated to do them. Two 
of our annual conferences, also, have been misrepresented in the 
Christian Advocate and Journal, and held up to public censure, 
while they, or a large number of their members, have been refused 
the privilege of giving any explanation or defence, in reply to the 
numerous and heavy charges which have been published abroad 
against them. »»♦»»«** 

" The Christian Advocate and Journal has, from time to time, 
during two years past, indiscriminately applied to the abolitionists 
uncourteous and unchristian names. It has given an incorrect and 
mischievous view of their sentiments upon the subject of slavei-y, 
by denouncing them in severe and censorious language, and at the 
same time, it has refused them the privilege of explaining their 
views when they believed they were misunderstood, or of defending 
themselves against the unjust charges which they believed that 
paper had published against them. 

" Proof. — In the 407th No. of the Advocate, we have the fol- 
lowing set off: — ' I hope in God, that the injudicious measures, 
the anii-repubiican doctrines, and the Jacobinical speculations of 
those hot-headed abolitionists, will not lead to insurrections among 
the unfortunate people whose case they profess to commiserate.' — 
Is there no heavy censure in all this V And one would suppose, 
that charges as heavy as the ^ above, could never have been made 
in any professedly religious paper, without giving to the accused, 
at the same time, the privilege of showing them false, if this could 
be done. Or is it a trifling thing, to proclaim a large and respeclr 



ubio portidu of (tur ioUow Ciii iMiiaa.'i, .'iiuiiiii:^ Miioui hic I'liiulitiin* 
iiuai.itins of th>; goMu;!., |iliysn-,imiH, Ifuvytu.s, uiKiii, jiiolivi^ocn 
5)rt!Hi<l«utH <>r <H»ile<;;t!H, h it a hgKt tliiii<^ ((« pjfM'hi iii niu-.ii, 
ilirougli tlw ooluuiiiH of a Ohriatian p;vjM:r, a.s h wu. of uijuilicto:-..*, 
auti-reuublican, jjwobiniwil, hotrhcadnd HptHiuIaforH ' 

VViiOii the articlo wli'ich coutauicil this language fiivsl ap|M;iU('(! 
ill tilt (Jhristiuui AdviKirto and Journai, I waa in MiiH (iity, tad 
irumodiately embraced an oi)[K»rtunity oi' coiivtirsin;;; with tiio 
' member of the Now York ( Oufereiice,' (Dr. UaiigriJ who wrote 
the said aiiiele, with regard to it, Tliin was thij lirht of 
1834. I informed Bro. Bangs that a res{«)(!tab!o ntindKu- of the 
Conforouce to which 1 belonged, were known by (he name of aln^ 
litionists, — that they would, and .-lome of them I knew, did feel 
themselves injured by it. 1 further requested Jiim to give nie the 
privilege of replying to it, but he declined. In the mean time, one 
or more p jrsons wix)t«i to the Adv<K'ate against the al)ove language, 
aa will be seen in anotiior pr(K)f of tht; stjitement now undtir (;on 
side/a'tioii ; and I know further, that one communication wsis sent 
from Hartford, Conn., against it, as it was afterwards published in 
one of the Boston papers, with a statement from the writer, tliat it 
had been rejected by the Christian Advocate and Journal. 

*' In the 411th No. the abolitionists are indiscriminately de- 
nounced again, aa ' vaporing zealots of a speculative and false 
philanthropy not cunveriaUe' — and 'who would- not, could 
not be trusted by any body, pious or profane, for any good thing, 
make what professions they might. ' This is the language of Dr. Ca- 
pers ; a^d he fiirther declares, that some of those ' vaporing zealots ' 
at the North had preached such ' ranting, fanatical, incendiary ' 
sermons in favor of the American Colonization Society, ' that if I,' 
says he, ' could myself have been the author and distributor of 
them, and had been to suffer death for it, I might not have called 
the punishment a persecution^' 

" Whul more, indeud, could Lave been said by au^' one to pro- 
voke the popular indignation against any society in tins nation, tnan 
may be found in the foregoing language." 

The necessity of having a widely circulated periodical will be 
acknowledged by all who duly regard the extract here presente<L 
The new paper wss well sustained, and became the medium of much 
int«r88ting and useful information on vaiioup topics, and a powerful 
anxiiiary in the defence of outraged truth and bleeding humanity 
Important fiicts were brouglit to light, through its columns, on the 



rtniij. ' l. Ill V < I y , ^1 'III 'ill liiHiu .' i; A, I, I -, ' s ,1 i.cii hy li Uiiti wjii 
m lilt tuiU' tu c.uiii- M. iiii- ili'.iUuv "I .iliivri^, itiilli U- IM •wiUicly 
uvcrt/iitowii. V^'lll) l.lii.s iii«li,'.r, lit ZiMii's \V iu4itmn, w*-. will in'w 
luni-f.v.l {tt rccdii' uild cuii.^iU*'! v:iviiiu,-t ifoms of MUsntMi oci'.iiii liif 
;„ t!i<^ s<i;iniiti> ol' till' ( IciHJiii! i'o UnciH ii a[ijin.<i<-lii!(l 

III till' fity 111' Now York, tour ^miivuhiah* }nililiriin5(i an ('(iitiuii ot 
■■ VV'(*^l(^y'n 'S'liou^Hits oil Slin y " Oim ot tliciii torl't'il^-il tiis 
Htiuuliiifj; ill till! M V] ('liurcl iir that, act, alone Tin! },ar1.i<-ulvrM 
an-, thuH dct;ulc.(l Zion'b \Vat<;liiiia(i, Miiy 1, \K'A'>, ami nut con 
Icadii'ti!;! 

*' 'I'lic taotM iu tlio preniis«vs, jia fur a.s we liuv« Iwien abio to It-am 
tluMii IVorii tilt'. |in!n<ii('r ii\ charge of I,1h>. WuHt, (Un-uit, when^ 
Mr Hl;u'kf(mi l^ilnn^ed, and from inend)erp of i\w Leaderrt' meet, 
itijr. hy which his <;aH<^ waH (lticid«Ml, are aH follows : 

" 1. In th« spriuf:; of 1H35, W H KLk kfonl, tlicn on probar 
tion in our church, iiiwi hirt name, (with thm* others, -who were 
nieniberM,) altjw^hed to Weshiy s Thoughts on Slavery, which he, 
with the tliree others named, pnblislied in the form of a tract, ad- 
drcMstid ' To the Members of the Methixiist E. (church throughout 
the United P.tate«.' 

" '2. On the last page of thi.s tract in g;iveu Wesley's letter t^j 
W'ilbHrforco oa the subject of Shiviiry, to which this note is 
added, viz ; — 

" ' This letter is Buppised to have been adiircssed to Mr.Wilber- 
force. and, as Ita date shows, was written by Mr. Wesley only four 
days l)efor« his death,' — JCd. (of the Methodist Book Koom.) 

" This note to that letter, it will have l)een observed by the 
reader, was added by the editor of Wesley"" Works, a^i it is found 
in the «dition published at the ftlethoiiist IkK)k lloom in Loudon, 
and to make this fact appear to tho reader of the above tract, iiie 
brethren beft>re named ndded thi; words to th^ note in hracket«, as 
they appear 8lK)ve. Had they not done this, the signature ' Ed.' at 
the end of the note, would evidently be misunderstood as standing 
for themBelves, w publishing those ' Thoughts ' in their preseut 
form. 

" 3. Wten W. II Blackford was brought before the Leaders' 
Meeting of the West Oircuit in this city, for admission into full 
connection, obiectionB were made again «<t him, on the ground that 
he had put his name to Wesley's Thoughts on Slavery, as a member 
of the Metbodiftt E. Church, and not as a probationer ! and also, 



.112 HISTOKY OF AMERICAN SLA%'ERY AND MFrUODISil. 

tliat the words added in brackets on the last page of the tract, ex- 
planatoiy as to what editor was meant, ware calculated to deceive 
the T)iiHic, inaijmuch as the 8ditX)rs of the Mothodis>t Book Concern 
in New York would be understood, by it ! 

" Now we beg the reader's attention to the follcttsang facts : — 

"1. The oniy objections made against admitting W. H. Black- 
ford into full membership in the Methodist E. Church, were found- 
ed on his having his name to the tract mentioned above. 

" 2. When this ease was before the Board of Leaders, he certi- 
fied the preacher in charge, that he would alter the objectionable 
note above named, and have it stricken from the stereotype plates. 

''3. He was refused admission into the church notjFithstanding 
ihifi offer ; and after he ras dropped, he asked the preacher in charge 
' what he was dropped for ? and he was told that ' thai was a 
question which he had no right to ask.' Now we leave it to our 
readers to judge what the real cause was, for which bis connection 
was dissolved with the M. E. Church. We should not have re- 
ferred to the subject again, had it not been denied that the brother 
in question was dropped on account of his abolitionism, or the part 
he had taken in publishing or circulating Wesley's Thoughts on 
Slavery ; whereas we are prepared to prove, beyond the possibility 
of successful contradiction, that, this was the cause. 

" We have now only to add, that if we have in the least degree 
misstated any fact, in connection with this afiair, our columns are 
free for its correction." 

Here we have the first instance of proscription for anti-slavery 
doings, by the authorities of the Church, which aimed at cutting 
the person off from Christian communion, or barring up the way to 
advancement in the Church. Many cases followed in the few 
years subsequent to this, which will be given in detail hereafter. 
The deliberate and systematic persecution of abolitionists was not 
commenced until after the General Conference. Then and there 
commenced what one of the delegates has well designated "The 
Meign of Terror.'^ Indications of what might be expected are not 
wanting. Instance . the above. It ia remarkable, moreover, that 
the trustees of this same " West Circuit," in less than one year 
afterward, diut out from all their pulpits, by a solemn vote, all 
ministers kngmi as abolitionists. Zion's Watchman thus speaks 
of it:—- • 

" Will our* readers believe it ! Will they not pronounce it a 



maaoHY op amerioak slavery akd mmhomsm. HE 



dream, when we tell, them that tbe l)oai'd of trustees of tho '^'est 
Circuit in this city, on the evemng ol' .'ipril 20. 1836, passed a 
resolution requesting the preacher in ekarge liereafter not to invite 
any preacher, known ixt be an abolitionist, to preach in either of 
our churches on that circuit ! I 

" The names of txfo memhers of that board, however, perhaps 
ought to say, aie recorded vion the pame record against that 
resolution. It wa^t passed against their consent and earnest en- 
treaties." 

As evidence that this proscriptive spirit was not coniined to the 
circuit just named, it bhould be mentioned here, that a short time 
pre%'ious to this, there was a development of it by the Managers of 
the Missionary Soci. ' of the M. E. Church. The facts are theso : 
At a meeting of tl , .1 of Managers, or a committee thereof, 
where arrangements v, t/e about being made for the annivereaiy, 
among others, Orange Scott was proposed as one of the speakers. 
But he was objected to on the ground that he was an abolitionist, 
and that it would be best to have no speaker on tliat occasion who 
was committed on either side of the subject. Bro. -Scott was pro- 
posed twice, we believe, but without effect. 

' Afterward, however, some of the brethren from the South were 
invited by the board, or by the committee of arrangements, to 
attend the missionary anniversarjs and to speak on that occasion. 
If Bro. Scott could be considered an improper })ei'son to be em- 
ployed as a speaker at the missionaiy meeting, because be was 
" committed on the subject of slavery," how came it to pass that 
two speakers were engaged from the- South, who, if tbey weie not 
slaveholders, were nevertheless committed, as 'really, if not as 
much, on the side of slavery ? 

Leaving the question to be answered by tihe reader, it may be 
well to suggest, that the presence of such antipathy to abolitionists 
ia the city occupied as the great centre of tbe Connection, argues, 
by implication at least, the pro-slavery character of the principles 
adopted and sustained by the. Church. These measures were 
adopted in reference, to those who were on their way to the General 
Conference. Thither let us follow thezn. Incidents of thrilling 
interest will invite attention in the coming chapter. 
10* 
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ClT.PTEIl VIIL 

THB QEiTBRAL CONFr/ .NCE OP 18o6~~M'E8MKYAN CONJERENCK AD- 
»RES» — MEMORT . 3 ON SliAVEBY DISCUSSION ON ABOLITIONISM 

0. Scott's a , iikss — his address ciur.ofiD with palpable 

yALSEHOOD- 'iXCITINO DISCUSSION, 

la? wai* ' < idently desired by many of the members of the (Gen- 
eral Gov . /ence from the North, to avoid the subject of slavery 
entirel;' , although no reh\ctance was manifested to speaking and 
actiiD' i'-gainst abolitionism. But anti-slavery memorials had been 
for jrded from various parts of the Connection, and the official 
} dress of the English Wesleyans alluded to it, so that discussion 
as unavoidable. This would offend the slaveholders in the Oon- 
i.(arence, and to conciliate them was deemed an important and ne- 
cessary work. How this was accomplished, the facts to be related 
will show. 

The General Conference of the M. E. Church for 1836, com- 
menced ita session in Cincinnati, Ohio, on Monday, May 2, at 9 
o'clock, A. M. Bishops Eoberts, Soule, Bedding and Andrew 
were pre-sent. As the doings^ of this body had so much to do with 
aboliticmism in after years, it may be well to ^ve the names of the 
delegates. It will enable us to know who the onti-abolitioiiista and 
slaveholders were, and also be an aid in reading the discussions, 
giving each speaker's locality. 

T. C(mf.-~D. Ostrander, N. Bangs, B. Waugh, P. P. 
Sanford, S. Martindale, M. Richardson, L. Clark, W. Jewett, 
J. B. Stratton, P. Eice. 

M. JB. Conf.—O. Scott, I. Bonney, P. Crandall, C. Virgin, 
J. A. Merrill, D. Fillmore, D. Webb. 

Maine Oonf.—H. Nickerson, E. Robinson, C. Baker, W. H. 
Kirris, G. Webber, J. B. Husted, M. Hill. 

.¥. if. Conf.—C. J>. Cahoon, J. F. Adams, S. Kolley, S. 
Chamberlain, J. Perkins, E. J. Scott, E. Scott; G. Storrs, S. Norris. 

Troy €onf.~B. Goodsell, C. Sherman, S. Minor, N. Levings, 
T. Spicer, J. D. Ferg««?on, P. C. Oakley. 
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Oneida Gonf. — ^H. Agard, G. Gaiy, G. Lane, Geo, Peok,. Z. 
Ppddock, E. Boweu, S. Comfort. 

Genessee Conf. — S. Luckey, L. Grrsmt; Q. Filimore, J. Hem- 
mingway, M. 'looker, W. Hoag, A. Abel. 

Pittsburg Conf.~G. ElUot, M. Kuter, T. M. HudsoB, W. 
Browning, J. S. Barris, E. Hopkins, J. Munroe. 

Ohio Conf.—T. A. Morris, J. Young, D. Young, W. H. 
Eaper, L. K. Sworastedt, J. Feree, J. B. Fiidey, W. B. Ckristie, 
J. Quinn, J. F. Wright, A. Eddy, J. H. Power. 

Missouri Gonf. — G. C. Light, A. Munroe, T. Johnson, J. 
Green. 

Ke^ttucJcy Conf. —5. Stamper, B. T. Crouch, H. B. Bascom, 
E. Stevenson, H. H. Kavanaugh, G. W. Taylor. 

TlUnois Conf. — Peter Cartwiight, H. Crews. Simon Peter. 

Mississippi Gonf. — ^Wm. Winans, John Lane, B. M, Drajc^. 

Indiana Gonf~A. Wiley, J. L. Thompson, C W. Ru^t, 
Jas. Ha.vens. 

BbUton Cbn/.—S. Patton, Wm. Fatten, T. K. CaUett, J). 
Flenuning. . 

Tennessee Gonf.—R. Paine, J. M. Holland, G. T. Henderson, 
T. L. Douglas, G. W. J). Harris, G. B. M'Ferrin, A. L. P. Green. 

Alabama Conf.—R. L. Kinnon, 1?. H. Jones, W. WIer, W. 
M'irraii. 

Georgia Gonf. — S. K. Hodges, L. P^fftje, J. Howucd, E. 

Sinclair. 

S. C. Conf—W. Capers, S. Dnnwoddy, W. M- Kennedy, 
N. Tally, C. Betts, M. McPherson. 

Virginia Gonf. — M. Brock, T. Crowder, H. G. Lehigh^ L. 
Skidmore, J. McAdden, A. Penn, John Early, Wm. A. Smith. 

Baltimore C6nf.—S. G. Koszel, N. Wilson, A. Griffith, D. 
Steele, Wm. Hamilton, J. Pavis, Wm. Prettyman, R. Cadden, 
J. A. Collins, J. Bear, S. Brison. 

Philadelphia Gonf — Jos. librand, R. W. Peih^rlmdge, L. 
Soott, S. Higgins, C. Pitman, M. Force, M. Sarin, H. Wldte, 
Jas. Smith, Jr., D. Bailey, Wm. A. Hig^. 

On the first day of the eession, Messrs. Wm. Lord and Wm. 
Case were introduced to the Con%ence. The fomw ms a, dele- 
gate &om England, the latter firoiu Canada, sent by the We^eyaaa 
Methodists. Mr. Lord, in some remarks he offered, allnd)»d to 
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slavery ; and lie did tbis, he said, because it was introduced by the 
Wesleyan Conference into their addi-esa, which he then presented 
to tho General Conference. It was not read until the next day. 
The reding produced a great j^ensation. 

On motion of Dr. Bangs, it was referred to a cc jimittee of ibr^e. 
with instructions to report as early as possible. They were, Dr. 
Bangs, Dr. Capers, and T. A, Morris. Orange Scott moved to 
have the address printed in the periodicals of the Church. Dr. 
Bangs opposed the printing of that portion of it which related to 
slavery. TKo motion to print was laid on the table. 

The next day, Maj 4th, Dr. Bangs presented a report in an- 
swer to the adtiJTSH from the Wesleyan Conference. This report, 
after taking a vipw of the various afflictions the Church has expe- 
rienced in the doath of two bishops, the decrease of numbera the 
year past, ma the riestxuction of the Book Concern by fire, and 
various other juiattera, cornea by and by to that part of the address 
of the Wesleyan Conference which relates to slavery. Here, among 
other things, the report says, that had the Wesleyan Conference 
fully understood the difficulties of this subject in this country, and 
how slavery was interwoven in many of om- State Constitutiona, 
they would probably have censured us less, or modified their lan- 
• guage on this subject. The report spsake of the " trouble aboli- 
tionism" has made, but nothing of the trouble of slavery. 

Considerable discussion took place, when it was moved to adopt 
the report. T. Spicer, of the Troy Conference, rose and said — 
" The report speaks of the ' trouble abolitionism* has made us; I 
think «fcv«y should be inserted instead of abolitionism." This 
seemed to be a new thought to some ; they seemed to have forgotten 
that slavery was any trouble at all. 

O. Soott made a very few remarks, aa did several others, and 
tha report was finally ordered, on motion of John Early, of the 
Ynr^aiia Conference, to lay on the table for the present. 

Host of the session was taken np next day in considering the 
report oCthe Committee in jreply to the Wesleyan Conference. It 
was presented with the language scnaiewhat altered. It was ex- 
treipiBly difficult, however, to get the language, on the part relating 



HISTOny OF AMEKICAN SLAVERY AND MJJTHODISM. 117 

to slavery, so as to suit those that were not abolitiomsts — ^the dis- 
cussion was almost entirely among those that were not abolitionists. 

arious alterations .and amendments were proposed, and once tt 
motion was made to strike out the whoU that related to davery. 
The report was finally adopted. During this discussion, the aboli- 
ilordsts received some hard slants, without making any reply. 
Abolitionism, for instance, was said to be aa " unhallowed flame 
that has burned to the destruction of both whites and blacks." 
" We are not insurrectionists," said Dr. Capers, " we arts under- 
Csesar's jurisdiction — ^we are not negro haters, but negro hwers ; 
we give our lives for the negroes." Said J. Early, from Va., 
" Let the Methodist members from Maine to Georgia, come out 
and denounce abolitionists." He remarked that it was of little use 
for Southem^Methodists to denounce them, for that is ejcpected, 
and it is replied, the South are slaveholders : but let the Church 
altogether denounce them, and it will place the Methodist Church 
on an eminence that it never had before, while other churches are 
becoming divided by this excitement. 

As adopted, the report was much modified in language, and did 
not censure abolitionism nor condemn slavery. It ms immediately 
moved by 0. Scott to call up the resolution to print the address of 
the Wesleyau Conference, but the hour of adjournment arrived, 
and it was deferred. The next day it was resumed by Dr. Bangs. 
The vote was 59 to 59, and Bishop Soule being in the chair, gave 
the casting vote against calling it up. So the document was not 
ordered printed. 

Memorials on skveiy were presented as follows : — Joseph A. . 
Merrill presented one signed by 200 Methodist ministeers and 
preaflihers, praying for the restoration of the original rule on sla- 
very. Another on the same subject was presented by 0. Scott, 
fflgned by 2284 members of the church, and by others from within 
the bounds of the Maine, New England, New Hampshire, New 
York, Oneida, Geneesee and Troy Conferences. They were all 
referred to the committee on slavery, vix.: I. Davw, J. A. Merrill, 
J. F. Adams, W. A. Smith, L. Pearce, D. Daily, Q. S. Holmes. 
Their report was brief, and of course, adverse to the petitioners, 9a 



118 HISTOBTf OP AMEEICAN SLAVBBTf AND METHODISM. 

only two of the committee were abolitionists. It was opposed to 
any change in the Uiscipliae, or other legislation on that subject 
novr. On the appointment of a committee to prepare the pastoral 
addreae, it was moved by S. Gr. Boaael and S. Luckey, to instruct 
the of>mmittee to incorporate an article on " abolition." 0. Scott 
moved to add, " and another on slavery." This led to the with- 
drawal of the former. 

The next day, (May 12,) S. G. Ros?el, of the Baltimore Con- 
ference, presented the following preamble and resolutions, which 
are now quoted from the Philanthropist, as reported by the editor, 
James Gr. Bimey : — 

" "Whereas great excitement has pervaded this country on the 
subject of modem abolitionism, which is reported to have been in- 
creased in this city, recently, by the unjuatijSabljp conduct of 
two members of the General Conference, in lecturing upon, and in 
favor of that agitating topic ; — and whereas, such a course on the 
part of any of its members is calculated to bring upon this body 
the suspicion and distrust of the community, and misrepresent its 
sentiments in regard to the point at iswue ; — and. whereas, in this 
aspect of the case, a due regard for its own chaic;cter, well as a 
just concern for the interests of the church confided to its care, de- 
mand a full, decided and unequivocal exprepfdou of the views of 
the General Conference in the premises — Therefore, 

"1. Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in 
General Conference assembled, that they disapprove in the most 
unqualified sense, the conduct of the two members of the Gener&l 
Conference, who are reported to have lectured in this city recently, 
upon and in &vor of modem abolitionism. 

" 2. Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in 
General Conference assemblad---that they are decidedly opposed, to 
modem abolitionism, and wholly disclaim any right, wish or inten- 
Hm, to interfere in the civil and political relation between master 
and slave, as it exists in the sl^veholding Stateri of this Union. 

V The following statement will servd to explrin the particular oc- 
casion which gave rise to the first resolution. A regnlar weekly 
meeting the Cineinn^ A. S. Bociety was held on the prece- 
ding Tuesday evening. At this, Mr. Storrs and Mr. Norris, of 
New England, meml^rs of the General Conference, and well known 
as aboUticKDlsts, were present, lliey each made some remarks which 
were very vrell received — and the result was the addition . ■ fifteen 
members to the Society. Says Mr. Bimey : 
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" The character of the resolutions, the circumstance which occa- 
sioned them, t/ogether with the stem gravity of Mr. KosKel, pro- 
duced no little excitement. ' The blood of the Soutiirons was up,' 
as the phrase is. Many violent, denunciatory things were said by 
them, which, inasmuch as we have no notes, we shall not attempt 
to repeat. Some amendments were proposed. One moved by Mr. 
Wright, Book Agent of the Church in Cincinnati, was, that the 
nuiDDcr of the individuals alluded to in the preamble be specified, 
that the public might see to how small an extent the Conference 
was chargeable with such conduct. His amendment was adopted, 
and the numb^ two inserted. Still, the delicacy of the Confer- 
ence was unsatisfied ; more was to be done to conciliate public 
favor, and clear itself from so clipus an act. Somebody — we are 
unable to name the person-— mo ■ ed that the first resolution should 
be amended, by inserting the names of the guilty individuals — 
much discussion ensued hereupon. It was thought by some, that 
such a measiu-e, if adopted, would subject the offending brethren 
to no little danger. Their persons might be assailed — lynch la'w 
put in operation. It was, at all events, needlessly severe. Others 
insisted that the Conference should be relieved entirely from the 
odium of such conduct — that public censure should be located jiffit 
where it was merited — that the individuals themselves would, no 
doubt, feel honored by such notoriety, &c. Bev. Mr. Sorin, of 
the Philadelphia Conference, was, if we remember aright, particu- 
larly desu^us that this amendment should be passed.- Eev. Mr. 
Smith, of Kichmond, Vir^nia, advocated it strenuously. This 
gentleman rose under great excitement, and spoke most vehemently. 
We remember explicitly one of his sayings — uttered with sounding 
jiaphasis. tipeaking of the propriety of designating the ofibnding 
brethren — ' Let them,^ said he, * be brought forth in aU the 
length and breadth of their VAnmm iniquity.' 

" The amondnient was lost, by a considerable majority. 

"The Conference adjourned to meet at three o'clock, P. M. 
Met accordingly, when the same subject was r^med. The anti- 
abolitionists occupied the whole time of the morning session. 
N. Lovings thought if he was one of the brethren who have, 
through indiscretion, detained this body so lonj he should fieel 
bad. He spake of the ' recklessness in th-^ ciorse of tboae 
brethren who have lectured,' of their ' ag^tatiD<; liiib :niserable sub- 
ject.' After much, very much, had been s ad upon that side, and 
after making several attempts in \'ain to nut in a word, Mr. StoiTS 
asked, * Have any of these bi-ethren t ho Li^ve so long been in- 
veighing against the course of the I • jthre:.! who are supposed to 
have lectured, been to those brethreri to ask any oxpknation in re- 
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gard to what they did do or say ? ' I am acquaiiited witli those 
brethren, and know their course. Tiiey had ' got up no abolition 
meeting in this city, as had been said ; they had been invited to 
attend a rcf^wtor meeting of the Cincinnati Anti-Slavery Society, — 
and having no appointment to preach that evening,' and being on 
no committee that met, they went as invited — ^and when there 
they made some remarks. 

" Mr Light, of Missouri, moved to refer the whole subject to a 
«ommitt«e, to report in the morning. He thought the proceedings 
in which they were engaged were of gre^t importance— that they 
ought to be' acted upon, without undue excitement. He thought 
the state of feeling already too high for that deliberate action which 
was called for. He knew of brethren, who had made up their 
opinions on abolition — ^who would be willing to speak out on it 
boldly in its condemnation, who yet could not subscribe to every 
exprtssion of th^ resolution. 

" Mr. Leigh, of Vir^ia, opposed the reference. He feared 
that more time would be consumed in arguing this incidental 
motion than ought to be consumed on the main question. 

" .Mr. Grant, of New York, was in favor of the reference. It 
was too late to saj, there were not two sides to this question. The 
abolitionis^o had unhappily taken that which was most efifectaal for 
the* disturbance of the Church. He had made it daily he subject 
of earnest prayer. He yet believed, that some means satisfactory 
and safe could be adopted. He could not find it in his heart to 
grind the abolitionists down. He was riot disposed to say they 
were less honest than himself — or, he than' thev. He had, also, a 
good opinion of the brethren firom the slavenolding States. It 
would be no advantage to the brethren in the slavenolding States 
to have the question determined in the manner contemplated by 
the resolutions, or to wound the feelings of the brethren firom the 
north. It was, by &r, the most important measmre that had ever 
been before the General Conference. He desired it shotdd be ^ttled, 
so that there should be produced an entire reciproci^ of feeling in 
the members living in the north and south. He could not suppose 
that any thing else was desirable to the brethren. He said this in 
reference to tike twofold cause of excitement known to exist. Rrst, 
the misrepresentations which had 'been made of, the south, in the 
treatment of their slaves, and the manner in which slaveholders had 
been held np before the world, in the pictorial representations so 
prodigally distributed by the abolitionists : — secondly, the misrepre- 
sentations to which the abolitionists had been subjected, as to their 
motives, dpjngns and ultimate objects. Whilst he disapproved of 
any language which was not conciliatory towards those who dif- 
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(ered from him, yet he was an anti-abolitionist, and an advocate for 
any measures for putting an end to every thing that would retard 
or iuterrapt our Zion. 

" Mr. Ko.szcl, of Maryland, (the mover of the regolutiona,) spoke 
with much ispirit in opposition to £he reference. Ho had, on a 
former occasion, attended a camp meeting — some disorderly per- 
sons came to disturb^ the congregation. The disfrorbers were rear 
soned with, mildly and kindly — ^thcir reply was rough and inso- 
lent — ' you must not hurt our feelings — nor touch our chaj-acters— - 
nor wound our honor — ^n'or assail our rights, &c.,' whilst these same 
ti^passcrs did not hesitate to wound the feelings, and trampHe on 
the rights of the five hundred or thousand persons, making up the 
congregation. Of such a character was the conduct of tne aboli- 
tionists. 

" He would not call in question the motives of any brother — he 
would not say that any abolitionist entertained a bad motive, in 
urging on this miserable and agitating subject — ^which had dis- 
turbed the whole work committed to the charge, and placed under 
the care of the Methodists, on this continent, more than any other 
question that had arisen. But whilst he did this, he was not one 
of those who would Use htOter and honey with them. He would 
take a strong and decided course ^vith the abolitionists. Nothing 
else would do for such peopie, Fcr they had pledged themselv^ 
in the most sacred and solemn mannt: to prosecute their object; 
and they seemed by their earnestness, to think they were doing 
Godservieo. He felt satisfied, that no language in the resolutions 
was any too strong for them. It was due not only to the General 
^Conference, but to the citizens of this plactt, and the people else- 
where, to reprobate what they had done, and what they were doing 
in the strongest terms — the stronger the language employed, the 
safer the course. , 

" The public already Jsnow the scntimenta of this Conference—- 
that it was strenuously opposed to abolition. A fnilk aiid toater 
course^ would not do. It would be almost as well to say nothing, 
as not to speak in the strongest language of reprobation. Ho 
would not boast of what he had done in former dayd — ^nor would 
he speak, now, of 'what had been his opinions and hi9ejBK)rts on the 
subject of slavery in by-gon§ times. They were known io all. 
His omnions had undergone no change. 

whilst he entrained them, he coold not but look vnth entire 
t«p»)bation on the dokgs of the aboHtioniste, those aistorbers 
the whole coxmtry — who were fi^g the yoke more firmfy oh the 
nedc of &e slav» — who were injuring and distracting the churches, 
md d^i&oyiDg the souls of slaves, by Sindermg the access 
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w^ch tJxey bad heretofore had to them, so long as they [the Metho» 
diet mimsters,] had been identified, in no ineaBure, with the aboli- 
tionists. Let this General Conference, said Mr. R., only come out 
on this subject — ^let every man in it, speiok out boldly in opposition 
to abolition ; and one hundred times more good would be done by 
the Methodist Church in relation to this subject, than she had ever 
yet done, and no church would occupy a higher place in Christen- 
dom than she. . 

"He pofessed not to be unduly warm or excited by the subject 
under discussion. Nevertheless, the brethren who attended the 
aboliUou meeting had brought on the Greneral Conference severe 
and injurious reflection. The dtizens knew ^ about it, and there 
was great excitement among them. He had been told, since the 
adjournment of the forenoon, that they knew the individualB who 
had acted so improperly, as members of the General Conference, in 
attending the abolition meeting. Heie Mr. Roszell threw out a 
strong intimation, that there might probably be some personal dan- 
ger to the guil^ individuals, in walking the streets— 4o exaspewrt* 
ed, had he been persuaded were the citizens against them. He 
further said, that ne knew them, and that if it was denied, he could 
prove who they were — ^he could furnish the Conference testunony, 
conclufflve, too, of their having lectured at the abolition meeting. 
Their lecturing, indeed, was publicly talked of in the city— -«very 
body knew it. Besides this, he knew, and he could prove, that 
the abpUtiomsts belonging to the Conference had, by no means, 
confined themselves to lecturing publicly on this agitating subject, 
but they had been leduon^ privately, and repeatedly bringing it 
up in conversation with iadiviauals. They seemed indeed to be 
fearless of all consequences. They had introduced their petitions' 
here, al^ed by great numbera — many of whom were women and 
^Is. Whether even their names wore properly to the petitions, 
he would not assume on himself to say. He bad once heard of a 
dead man s name being signed to m important paper — the pen hav- 
ing been put into his hand, and directed by the hand of a. ^ving 
man. But would they mention the numbers who had iogned 
memorials and petitions in &vor of abolition ? Had he tried to ob- 
tain petitions agtunst it, there would have be«a «iot 10 or 20, but 
500,000- 1ji conduaoDi why refer &e imAn^ona^ said Mr. B. ? 
ThOT were right in principle, and sufficiently lespeotM in language. 
He^hopsd tbey would not be referred, bat b^ wsb&A upon witt that 
^tnptiiude which the nature of ihe oaee afld the state of publio 
o^nion demsnded. 

"Mr. Clark, of New York, sp^Aie in &vor <^ Ute refer^oe. 
He ^ not hejiti^ to s»y he ^^p{Hroved of what was intended to 
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be censured. Yet he thought that the resolutions, in their 
present form, embraced more than the circiunstances of the cam 
before them called for. It was very desirable that uaaniiaity 
ijhould be arrived at, as Bearlj as possible. The resolutions, as 
they stood, would " not, he apprehended, pass with that unaiumity, 
which was necessary to give them their full effect. It was our 
wish, to sati^ the community around us — ^the American com- 
munity — ^^the Methodist connection, that this Conference disapprov- 
ed of abolitionism. To do this, with full e&ct, as near an approach 
as. possible to unanimity was greatly to be desired. 

" He was happv in becoming more intimately acquainted with 
the brethren in me slaveholding States. He had begun to find, 
on hearing their views more fully, that we were not so for apart as 
had been supposed. They had explained a great many misrepre- 
sentations of tht state of things connected with slavery in the 
south. They had, to be sure, their peculiar views in rdation to 
slavery, yet it was found, that mutual explaoiations had a strong 
tendency to bring them nearer iogether, as brethren. He could 
not but be aware of the difficulties in which the brethren xtf the 
south were pkced — ^he felt for them ; yet he trusted, this would 
interpose po obstacle to that unanimous action which was so greatly 
to be defied. 

Mi. Payne, of Alabama, began his remarks by suggesting the 
propriety of exemption fix)m eveiy thing that partook of passion in 
the discussion of a subject, contiaining in itself such strong elements 
of excitement. He intended to observe this temper himself — ^not 
to be unduly moved. The South, indeed, had thus far shown 
herself calm, silent, unaggressive ; and he doubted not she would 
continue to do so. He was proceeding to answer an objection 
taken by some one who had preceded him, (Mr. Clark, we believe,) 
as to the power cf the General Conference to pass a censure, such 
as was demanded by the resolution — saying it had been graveW 
denied that the General Conference possessed that power. £fe 
spoke with no suppressed animation, saying — 'And can it be pos- 
mble iitat such at^orit^ can be denied to the General Conference — 
the bluest tribunal of the Church, having control over tiie whole 
Churda-^ censure the conduct of its own members when the; 
^ became -ofl^nsive, orimtnalf^ [Here Mr. P. wajs called to order 
by Mr. Sahford, of New York, on the ground that such epithet? 
oug^ not to bo us^d a^inst brethren.] 

" Mr. P. spoke of we> excited state of feeling which existed in 
this city, amnst ihe two brethren who had attended the abolition 
meetiag. He had been asked, for their names — he refused to give 
them, out of regard for their safety. The indignation at th«lr 
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couTse was felt by the whole community. He believed it would 
meet the disapprobation of »11 the members in the Conference. 
[Mr. Scott said audibly, 'Not aU:^ 

"It was but the other day, brethren had said they were aware of 
the condition of things at the South. But what has been doing, 
and to what pirposes are Methodist ministers converting their 
office ? Are not itinerant praachers carrying about with them pe- 
titions for the abolition of slavery ? Do they not employ them- 
selves in obtaining subscribers to memorials to Conferences on the 
same subject, and in lecturing to abolition societies all over the 
land? Where are we, sir ? asked Mr. Payne. I am glad, sir, 
we are in the State of Ohio. But even here, in this free State, 
what woxild be the conisequence, if an abolition meeting were now ■ 
advertised to be held at the Courts-House in this city ? If such a 
thing were projected, even here, you would see the indignant 
crowd gathering in the streets, and presenting a dark and dense 
mass, making its way to the appointed place, to pour oat its ven- 
geance on those wno might be i-ash enough to engage in such a 
schemre. 

" It would seem, that nothing can cure them, [the abolitionista,] 

Stop at nothing-^-fltill they persist, notwithstanding the im- 
ents which they are continually encountering in popular 
. and persecutions. Tltey persevere in aggravating the slave- 
holder — -using against him reproachful terms — ^injurious epithets. 
Not satisfied with the extent of their operations in the north, they 
are hero, in the west, laying their train, &c. 

" Ho could not go back home, identified in any way, v/ith this 
Conference, on the subject of abolition. He concluded by asking 
nnsnimity in the rejection of the amendment, and in the suppoi-t 
of the resolutions. 

" Mr. Elliot, of Pittsburg, rose to propose an amendment, de- 
claring it to be highly imprudent, for any of the members of the 
General Conference to deliver lectures on abolition during its sea- 
mon. Mr. trusted that the action of the Greneral Conference, 
would be of such a character, that all the brethren who had joined 
abolition societies, would be induced to forsake thcra — that others 
who had not joined them. Would be persuaded to abstain from , 
doing so, and tijat Mbthomsm, instead of abolitionism, Or anything 
else, would be the great object on which they would all unite. He 
jjtrongly disapproved the publications of the abolitionists — ^they un- 
justly misrepresented southern brethren, and exaggerated the un- 
bbppy state of things in the slaveholding States. Slethodism had 
greatly suffered from its influence—and so fer as abolitionism 
was connected with Methodism, he wwhed to pass on it in the 
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Btrongest terms tliat ought be used, the disapprobation of this 
Conference. The zeal of Mr. E. in behalf of Methodism, bo fer 
outstripped any that had yet been displayed, that, joined to his 
peculiar manner, it occasioned some little merriment among the 
spectators, and even among the members of the Conference. 

" Mr. Levings, of New York, opposed any substantial altera- 
tions of the resolutions. He would assent to none, except such as 
were merely verbal. The sentiments expressed in the resolutions 
met his approbation. Ever since the conamencement of the Con- 
ference, the abolition brethren had sought to bring the subject of • 
abolition into it. There had been a recklessness in their course, 
that seemed to spurn all customary restraints — a determination to 
argue this agitatmg subject, that set at defiance -all the usual ad- 
monitions of prudence. Those of them who attended the meeting 
had been previously spoken to, and advised against it, by their 
brethren ; and even the Bishops themselves had spoken to them 
with the same object, and had warned them of the consequences 
which wouid follow,— -consequences which were now too apparent. 

" As to the reference, he was opposed to it. It is true, a com- 
mittee on slavery had been appointed. But why refer it to them ? 
"What advantage will they have in discussing tMs matter *? Can 
they present it in a more tangible form ? No. A course of this 
kind would only enable the abolitionists to press forward mto fjtill 
greater prominence — to further notice by this Conference — and this 
* miserable ' question will derive from it a large additional amotint 
of importance. The language of the resolutions was not at all too 
strong for the circumstances and the occasion to which it was to bo 
applied. The Conference had an undoubted right to take notice 
of the official conduct of its membera whilst in session. Having 
this right, it was clearly his opinioa it ought to be exercised on the 
present occasion, for putting an end to this matter. 

" Mr. Young, of Ohio, was opposed to the amendment. He was, 
in ordinary eases, opposed to harsh language ; but the present, he 
conceived, was a ease which, so fer from camng for mild and gentle 
words, oiufht to be marked with asperity. As to the publications , 
of the aboiitronists and tiieir lecturers on abolition, — he had never 
read any of the first, and had had nothing to do with the last. , 
They were ' implements and utensils * that he did not wish to have 
about him — ^he had po desire to handle them, or to touch them in 
any way. In no fashion had he, or did he desire, any knowledge 
of them. A great deal had been eaid about Roman Catholicism, 
but he thought that there was no comparison. The Roman Catho- 
jicfl believed all that was deemed essential to salvation. The ob- 
jection to them was, they believed a little too ihtich, a little msm 
11* 
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iixm '11.3 necessary. He thouglifc there was no analogy between 
Cat})^. i oism and modem ultolitiomsm. 

" J.lv: latter was at war wiih all sense of decency, it outraged 
all oui* notions of good order and propriety, and vfas, in its every 
feature, utterly intolerable. He was opposed to any amendment. 
Instead of allaying the public excitement now existing, and blown 
up by the unjustifiable conduct of those who had gone to the aboli- 
tion meeting, it would tend to nuse it still higher. If we should 
adopt tliis amendment, we would become responsible for the pro- 
tection of their persons from public outra^. Let us then, by 
jmesiiif!; the resolutions, allay the public excitement, so that every 
brother inay pass the street in safety. 

" Mr. C'rowdflO", of Virginia, spoke in opposition to the amend- 
ment. He contended, if wo rightly remember the drift of his re- 
miaz^, that the Conference had fidl jurisdiction over the conduct 
of its members, wlulst attending it in discharge of oi&cial duties. 
The main subject, slavery in the south, was one in which the north 
had no interest, and of course no right to interfere with in any way. 
The course of the abolitioiiists, too, was doing great injury to the 
slave, in drawing closer the bonds of slavery, and rendering his 
case more and mora hopeless. It also prevented the spread of the 
gospel, by shutting up the access heretofore enjoyed by the Metho- 
dist nMuisters to the slaves. The masters, now jealous of the 
preachers generally, excluded from their slaves Methodist preach- 
ers, as vrm as others. Believing it altogether important to the 
most beneficial di«poa(ion of the whole question that the resolutions 
should pass in their present form, he deplored every thing that 
went to defeat that object by snstdning the amendment. 

" Sevend other gentlemen made brief remarks before the ques- 
tion on the amendments was taken, — among them, Mr. Storrs and 
Mr. Norris, the two members who were referred to, though not 
named, in the first resolution. They said, that the persons who 
attended and rooke, at the Cincinnati Anti-Slavery Society, had at 
that time no official duty to perform— -they had not been appointed 
to pr^ich, nor were they c^ed to do any business in committee. 
Be^es, it wag a regular meeting of that society. Thoy had deliv- 
ered no formal lectiue. Notwithstanding, had the sentiments of 
the General Conference, in relation to their attending the meeting, 
been as well known by them "before they had pledged themselves to 
be present, as it was now, diey would have taken a different course. 

" Afi»r a few remarks ferom the mover, Mr. Eos^ell, the vote 
was tak^n, and the amendment lost. 

" Mr. Boszell agun made some spirited remarks in &vor of the 
resolutions, and urged on the Conference their immediate adop-' 
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tion. He apfteared a little tasty at the delay occasioned by discus- 
sion. 

" Mr. Scott, of Massacbusetts, obtali^d the floor, and commen- 
ced a calm and dispassionate examination of the resolutions. Hp 
begim by asking the patience of members, as he would probably do 
the principal part of the speaking on behalf of the abolitionists who 
were in the Conference It was a noble and lofty effort ; calm, 
dignified, generous, Christian. He showed no waspishnesf?, nor 
petulance against those who differed with him, and who had been so 
prodigal in tlieir reprobation of abolitionists. He was several times 
interrupted by his impatient adversaries — yet his calmness and self- 
possession were in no measure disturbed, even for a moment The 
dignity of tlie experienced debater — ^understanding his subject in 
all its aspects — calmly taking up the admissions of his opponents 
and routing them with the very weapons their own Tmacqmdntance 
with the subject and their intemperate passion ha4 so aDundantly 
supplied ; directing them all, with consummate skill — ^yet with the 
kindness and forbearance of the Christiaii; in all these essentials 
of religious discussion, Mr. Scott presented himself in striking and 
Jionorable contrast with nearly all, if not all, who supported the 
resolutions." 

When he commenced, for the &st fifteen minutes he was con- 
tinually interrupted. Dr. Bangs had endeavored to prevent the 
speaker from going into the question ot slavery, by submitting to 
the chair that it was nd in order. It being decided to be in order, 
he proceeded to discuss it at length.* 

" Mr. Crowider rose to reply to the last speaker. He laid down 
the proposition, that there were difficulties which frirbade the occu- 
pying oj^ the ground taken by Mr. Scott, (this was that slavery 
was morally and always wrong.) The diMculties were, first, of a 
' scriptural sort, tuad here the speaker took occasion to observe that 
slaveholder had evidently been unchristiamzed by the brother wKo 
heb spoke ; for if slaveholding was a sin, of course slaveholders were 
criminal. Mr. Growder SiUed to notice the distinction between 
motive and action, the morality of a system and the morality of 
men. He referred to Leviticus, 26th chapter, where we learn that 
the Jews were permitted to buy servants of the.heathen rouud about 
and hold them as such forever. Abraham, too, the Father of the 
Fsdtljfttl, bought and held slaves, and the Centurion who besought 
Jesus that his servant might be healed, was also « slaveholder ; 



1 * flee Memoir of O. Scott, hj the author, p. 90. 
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and yei Jesus, so far from r.ebiikmg iiim for Ms coiiduci, said ]ie 
had not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 

" The Apostles, at the beginning of their naissioii, foimd skrery, 
of a far worse character than southern slavery, existing in the 
Koman Empire, and yet in no case did they intermeddle with it. 
If thou rflayst use thy liberty rather ; but let every man abide ia 
the calling in which be is called. And there too was the case of 
Onesimtss he was a slave ; still, 8t. Paul acknowledged the right 
of his master and sent him back. No other example than that of 
our Lord and his. ape sties is obligatory on us. He, Mr. C, was 
an experimental man- — ^woold not contend with abstractions, ab- 
sfractioQs were mere nonentities. 

" There were diflBctdties arising out of the bistory of slaveiy and 
the movements in relation to it. In this days of Wesley there was 
no crusade against slavery. Watsou was some time hesitating be- 
fore he would coniiect hmiself witid an abolition society. Great 
Britain and the United States held difiereut relations to slavery. 
A wide ocean separated the former from her colonies ; here we are 
all together. . 

" Besides, no compensation is proposed to slaveholders by abo- 
litionists. The abolition movements, moreover, were dhectly op- 
posed to the Interests of that most noble society, the Colonization 
Society. 

" When a Butch vessel first disgorged a cargo of slaves in Vir- 
^nia, that State p: ^tested agamst it ; but Ihigland imposed sla- 
very on the colony, and men of the New England States, especially 
citizens of Providence, were engaged in this slave-trade. 

" There were difficulties of a political character. By the com- 

At a celebrated meeting in Boston, Mr. Otis had publicly con- 
tended, that inasmuch as slavery was known to exist at^the time 
the States became one confederacy, and as the Northern States 
nevertheless formed a union with the South, the a^tation of the 
question now was in fact a breach of the contract tbey solemnly 
made. The question was emphatically a political one : religion 
forbids ministers of the gospel to intenn iddle with political rights 
6r privileges. Their work was to save souls. They must be sub- 
ject to the powers that he, but how could this bo the case, so long 
as they would intemieddle with such questions. The question can- 
not be made any other than a political question. These societies 

established by most soiemu engagements and oaths, 

*• We were sometimes accused of cruelty— of hug^g the evil ta 
our bosoms. Slavery was amongst ourselves, it should be handled 



by oarscI?t)3. - HoiWM bqm in its taidst; -hia fatW was a slave- 
feolsler. , %¥oylti Boii' liaYa, slaves whea ^ais father oSered^ii^k 
to" Mm : .4a ps^foned He/uianifed a My wli^Kse- &(|iie? 

owned slaves* ; ,T^^ Recessed, aad lie Ml heir to a MwWr 
i>f slaves. , He,whe4; ^ )^ ciieared. from thM-; proposed :^0jr 
«fe)ttld go to Kteyia,;/ only One cooseatel. Ho tliea fccl| tliem he 
cottld.: not /keep , theks^,;;" tnej. laast ^et otb^i- masters, & o^*i?f 
J.]i8 State. . >'Th|y- got- other, mapt^rs. " He had preached |o aiaveg^^ 
aaet with .hem 'a clxjsa. Slaves were rarely treated mm. craeifejr ; 
ih&y lo^ed - tlieir inastera ) ibey were hoimkc up la tlxeir aaastera, 
ijid tiieir joj^rs 14 He ou^, liowf>jei;,;''ot fco omii jzieii!' 

tiosaiKg one circumstance coiinected >mih jhis own case. WJien'^ie 
was awut selliqg Ms skvecfv his wife deeired. to retain t^o of them : 
to.thia he had 43Qtise?ited, aad these two he owaed yeL ;,*3diey had 
we^, .<)n hia departpre ipr *^io G^wend <3onfe«snce>^^ waa la fee 
habit of callisjg them tO; the, fireside and exp^aimug to the^a ^e 
wojf^, of God, : He meftnt no insidt to his porth 
Ms coo^' Jreaaed aa^ well as a?iy of the Mv^ea Ov^^^ 
Th^^ mm px>t ^ii^prived of jprivileMS, felihough kidaapped -■^■«toSen 
fsifM ihsk Ofwn ; jcoaiatj^, thoxKauSs oi them have beeis ooiiTS^^ 
by iJie reJugioif of J"jsus Christ. Thus has Qt)d broif ght |j»od out. 

; ' " AbijUliomsin goes to break ap w^mimy opcrafcibsj^ m behalf 
of ihe gfiayes j; aad wherever orufilfey eidstay it a^i^Taioa Mid ooa^ 

£rinalti.^c..^- ■ - .4-; , L; J; " t.--.^;;:; ; / .. 

V* Siavwf lhas iio i^ndency .to pibdcca a^g{%a^OQf 1 px^ 
pcortsoi^ to w« QtimW of the people, i^eiia are mora nniktil^ in 

lH..a6jth,lhattift the's^^ -;;:,v,^..-/;~ 

. f^ The gusisel . forbids fidultetrv and fomi^aiicm iu exmeai ^^i^ 

but aDt:Si»veiyv,;;A'y r':'.:,^-:.tX- 'v. ' f ?fi[n-^-'S > 

jf^^ tei^ei'to d«}atroy ]6«;fi«^e8^p^ 

the r^b|[|er-^aad bia^ the hopes 6f,;Sn^ 
looking fe|»8 sagerly for^i^^ (h&tpw^^i ^wl^^ 

is capable of sett-gevermaent. Let this cridusade agB&i^ m 
^iscfe of bur iai^ go ois, and tible p^naoa is set^ 
i«( save^. ft Thest the ahano^ of poHtia«il asp^ntll ^ Wf 
creased* artid ^^^poJa^ 

ty :f^vb0 df^^ied, sHd/ , Jtodera 

almUtsciD^^ tea Tiitx>k a^^^^^ aj 

siPFlieiieis^^^^^^^ } &e isisel^ Tocabuliay 1 

itttama' dl^p|(b^V&|-,*th«?'<S(^^ - br©fiix«R<- :i •Me :is^d< also » 

Ms 1^ give his ydwe jfor tisa ; 

tha iseod^done, d^Qotmd^ 




yl, iHtlMRt^ i^ts^iv irklwut A 

.H^ 'fAr«ii|; nM»d Tknvis <» slftvcap^^ it 
InMoekiUiQMsl K<»|r h» 4lafi%ned to 

, ms ^<&tt«d/ it' Iris fUhi, Matt- 
rive slaTerj of an iauAocal oharactiBr. H<i ^uid 

'^'n? IliiB is tbe pmnt in du^fute betw#t^«i»- 

^l^^^m ^ m^uekm to iobange 

_ doabt, they ong^A»-^bt ik -ink 

■•l^^il^-ibmW-- ^Blt%t#l3se ooffine«r^^i^^ 
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Wirevbr wmsl the sentiment may }», bowdver sAsti^tg k xmy be 
to mn^y, I mow iMs ophiion boldly, and w^out' wy:d«ii» ttrefio- 
it.' 

The biotber ttdanttod thftfi OcmerMS h$tA ao ixrnner (tf ^gyation 
ott ektery m St»te& on^ Bificed&ce, &€xeSot4f &f^G&- 
im tovAa exort, 'vpte laonl i& its <&aisietiBt^m&A be; exeiietl iover 
mind. Now, tlie U^giHbtm«» of 

wsufi diF66% opnosMid'to'tbat 'ii%i<^ its '^ead& iti^fftei. ^'$(xt '^ 
ten ye&t^ jpMciedjQg ]^ 

cmsing cQsspOidtio&to n^Moi^ ^a/^ flib 

abolitioa eiK«ti«inei!t''T(«s goit 'n^. ' lb one i^Miiet^ k jpttid^FSis:^^ 
felt iiit iavery i^erve of Sxtalli^b 4dl >M^9^ Miiiemkr Uf^^ 

of ft«£ive^i^itoe'wb^d!4(^ ^ ^ iMbft flatil: 

fa$i»; lifteaiid (Xilrtjsdljj^ftted ^ ko$iidiai^;iQfl^ 
HtkilkX itr««ndkry. S3r they lttd 

1^ ^(tt«bt )«ibe8 of tie Mlea^ 

4l6n — iaK^iMjlm^'fA«ftt.i Ablation o(Mu«dmed a in^^ 
kdieffib^ttbe^Ttth^'-^eM ^IfH^tidM bcesam-fo n^nd ibd t«b«- 
inlentrtliat ^jlt^ibofid ii^ u^poe^ble taiwte adcforatc^ wiittk lie dtid. 

* bit^^iMd mte.s^Vi':iiUte8aiisred cbittb«ni^ f buraittg -ioivrns,' 
«yd h&ytiitidna < reodenrod :^ek>hte/ * diwres 'fimsd <to be 

'wsv^ V(^t fiim the ssansmm ot (dboiHk>n do<^n&eB;^ ; 
legifilalin<)s, he tiiid, in))QM iiliverr l^^ lidok- ^iMM^ 
were «tei(f,' tlvdy^^ would iw dMdT wi^^dderv > :'Xlie ^So&llk ahiia^ , 
looked upon the people of llio Mwtih ae tibaur ' eioewM»i-;4bintii^ 
fer their l)Io<^ A tsw loaev^diit tlie body iUte Hwtli op> 
p(»ed to ed<h. fdbeiMs-HN^gtided' tiiietu iii fifliatiUl; / 43>nI ae 
moei &Tombto '^riew be «on^ ^ «f ilk)l&S<iaiitt ^vns^ itfA iitity 
ii^HeciiiKd4wiiiy1^ ■ - ■ ' v^,. 

ini6 bK>tyr W a^^^ tti ia^^aaitimi' 

iieeii^'%m^ mis^s^t^^ It badf^birt ia a -v*^ 

dlSM^^iftaM^m He ^^WOoM 4iab « 

6fdl'<te die Mka^ippi coast, ^^<^^ |«iufai». N6 sooeer 

W« tiie abolitioa uiovemeiits koown at tlra ^ Noartli, ftan 'v»al)l& 
meethi^ Vere caiiedv in two of &e p^oitibto, ai^it wiiia-d^Qiaed in 
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fchem, that Methodist preachers shotild preach no more : because 
two wmferonceain the North had avowed theiDBelves iu fevor of 
aboMon. The third parish was not so hasty — ^had a little loore 
a}nuubn sense; A public meetiug was called in this, but, owing 
to the influence of one man, no such prohibitory measure was 
adopted. This tatxk pledged his honor, Ms property, his life, in 
defence of the purity of the preacher's character and motives, and 
he wag ailowed to pretich amongst them. In the two parishes 
where bi> violent meaaores were taken, the most of the residents 
were alavefH-and preachers had never before been questioned. 
Let ab^tionistB -proceed, and they wo old effect nothing better in 
the South' In we Nortih they might raise a flame, and call it a 
holy flame, bat in the South, it would be the fire of he^l 

" Methodists had two sets of fiithcra — one set, abolitionists. 
Bishop Asbury's name had been introduced — Bishop Asbury, 
before lus death, was decidedly an abolitionist. Bishop Asbury, 
at flirst, v^as a behever in the doctrices of abolition, and he acted 
on the behef. Experience convinced him of his error ; and his 
eourse was changed. It .would be amusing, were not the subject 
•BO impoitfint, to near brethren talk of the great additional light of 
modem times. They had said, it was too late in the day to put 
l^kok this question. They supposed a flood of light had been 
poured on this subject. The modesty of brethren was great. The 
^Sithers of Methodum were thrown into the shade by the increased 
li^iC of this day. The speaker declared, emphatbally, from the 
North, or Great Britain, we will not receive, we do not want," aid 
or advice, to help us to rid ourselves of slavery. We will sit in 
judgmeiat on our own case, wc will follow our own course. He 
womd not censure the North for its high assumptions. Neilher 
Great Britain nor the North, however, occupied positions from 
which thejr oould help the South. The greatest service they could 
do it, was, to let it alone. The question was a political question, 
with which none but the South had any thing to do. 

*' In the sight of Heaven this was their oaiy proper course. It 
was important to the interests of slaves, and in view of the question 
of slavery, that there be Christians, who were 8lav^V>lders. Chris- 
tian ministers should be slaveholders, and diflfused throudioat the 
South. Yes, sir, Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, snould be 
slaveholders — y^, he repeated it boldly, there should be members, 
and deacons, and elders, and bishops too, who were slaveholders. 
For if slaveholding were a valid reason fisr excluding a man from 
office, it was a valid reason for excluding him from n^embership. 
The South should be heari— -should lose nothing from him. Hear 
it or not — that was not his concern, it was the concern of the Con- 
ference. 
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" He did not wish to be ruisunderstood in relation to tibe firat 
resolution. There was great indelicacy, great indecorum, great 
disrespect to the Conference, to the city, to public opnion — ^in the 
conduct of the brjBthreu, proposed to be censured. He had co 
doubt as to the propriety of censure. They merited reprehenaion. 
Abolition movements should be reprehended ; for they were evil, 
ai^d only evil, always and every where. It had been iu^noated 
that he wanted milk and water resolutions. This was, as to him- 
self, a novel accusation. He had commonly been charged with too 
much boldness — too much severity, but never before accused in this 
fashion. He knew "not how rni 3h animal courage he might pos- 
sess — but bo moral and political courage he avowed his claim. In- 
deed a distinguished politician of the South said of him, that he 
would make an excellent politician, only he had too mudh candor. 
His character must indeed be essentially changed^ if he covHd keep 
back the truth, to conciliate the good opinion of any. 

"Mr. Saiiford thought it due to the delegation with which he 
was coimected, that it should be heard. 

" They occupied a middle ground, as they thought, between two 
extremes. They were no aboUtionists, but held their pectdiar sen- 
timents. On the abstract question of slaveiy, their opinions were 
no other than such as are expressed in their Discipline : they were 
Methodists in this particular. They regretted the existence of shk- 
very ; but it was beyond their power---they could not prevent its 
- existence. He regretted the measures of abolition, as being, in 
their tendency, injurious. He was a warm and dedded oolonizac 
tionist. That institution had been productive of much good — 
numerouf! slaves had been emancipated by it, but its operaitions 
had been retarded by abolition movemects. Thr novements had 
done much evil and very little good, and had pi . :ed the accom- 
plishment of the good that - might have been Wrought, in view of 
the interests of the slaves. The people of the north deplored abo- 
lition movements. They abhorred stavery, but believed it morally 
wrong to agitate the question in the north, to the injury of the 
south. It would only rivet the chwns upon the slave. So strong 
was public feeling against abolition, that in a certain pUtoe, ibe 
people, suspecting a preacher of holding abolition sen^vients, de- 
clared they would not hear him preach. The speaker said a fetr 
otlier things, by way of disclaiming aU connection with aboUtibnists ; 
for which ne received little or no credit firom Mr. Smith, who here 
interrupted him, on a jioint of order, and said, if we temjetnbet 
right, tnat the brotusr seemed to be one of that class of men who 
neither did harm nor good. 

" Mr. Eoszel said, had he known beforehandj thjit so viuoti »> 
12 
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tanMS^ias matter itobIcI have been introduced inio the discHssioB, he 
WQold jiot have c^rod Uu» resolutjons to the Conferenoe, It 



ths brother. [ScoiL] If the resolutions had had the ooofl^fiDt 
spaall^pox, the^ arguments had not come ne^ enough to caboh the 
infeotaps. then read the resolutions. ' j&e th«t untram- 
meled B^hai^y excitement, many of thom, befoi^ aboKtipn- 

iste -wrere bop^ engaged in meliorating the conditio^i of the 
alaTo popilbti(^. Whenever the CQnseqnences of any measijres for 
the repuival any evil were worse than the evil itsblf, the prose- 
cutors oaf sudb measures stood charged before- Gbd aa criminals. 
AbolitiwirtB rennnded hi^a of Herod--when Herod had promised 
th« damsel irit^ aa oath to give her whatever she might ask, and 
^ had asM^ &i 1^ head of John the Baptist, the king. raAer 
ihM. hKok ids promise, would oommit murder- Abolitipniste had 
prevented themfixm acting. Thev knew notlung about theme In 
tl^! sooiii« they had been sucoessmlly engaged in freeing daves, 
but abolition had shut up the way. Houses oif worship had been 
burnt, rsligioi^ privileges taken away, and the houspa- of their 
colored people mutilated in Baltimore. Never had one individual 
been bfflicl^tad by abolition. 

" Dr. Oappn;, of Soutid Carolina, rose to stt^e some jSicts, with 
which he was personally aoqu^ted. Metliodism had been intro- 
duced into Swtli Carolina, under veiy favorable cireumstances. 
llie doeferine of the forgiveness of sins, by repeutanoe, and feith 
in the Lord ^esns Christ, unless the I^ptislis formed an exceptjon* 
was not, at that time, preached in South Carolina. The commu- 
nity was in an unprejudiced state. They soon formed a socipty in 
Charlegttm, composed of as respectable and worthy people aa ever 
entered into the compoation of any church. The church, to be 
sore, labored under sqmo disadvantages; but under none ^s con- 
nected with slavery. He would narrate a littte anecdote :-— A 
proaoher jtoRwd, on Copper's river, at Uie house of Mr. Ball, one 
of the feremcet phmters in the State. ^When evening came, and 
the period of work wa^ over, the preacher propoewl that the ne- 
groes ah(mhl be^assembied, in order iiiat he might maak to them, 
on the anbjejjt of rpHgion. The proposal waa iroiiiediately respond- 
to, and wfonnation forthwith sent off to the neighboring pknta- 
^ooaj m Oiat a ooKgregntion of fifom one to two thousand was 
speedily assembled. Mr. BaU was so wdl pleased, tliat he de- 
sired to retain the preacher aa his chaplain, and thatv he mi«ht 
p«t««jli jo his negro^. This, the speaker intimated, was then flje 
state of things. They had free access to the pkutataons. M 
mwii ma dooe w oould bp done. Dr. Coke, about this time, 




Blade his firat visitj but j^assed l^astily Uurougib the country. C^n 
Ws s^nd vudt, a difieireut aspect VFgs exhibi^d. The South. Jjiad 
tijien but little jpartiojpatiqii in the o^wmi of the Church. cftine 
to thai, ia 1^06, tite (jejderal Coofbmiicei cpm|x>8^, thrcf- 
fo^uths of nbribem brethren, was induced to take those measures, 
to ifhlch the bit)th6r firoiu the Na^ ^JniglaBtd Cbnfe?!eiice jj^sfeired 
in his ?{)eech. Those mfeasttres ware rejarobaiorjr of skywjr, mi 
wero accompanied by an exiidrtation, to get u^ naemorWs, on tilo 
subject of ^verr, to the liBgisIatur^. George Dprrel, represen- 
tative &oip %» Bonth. C^roUoa Ccatference, jprotested againit the^^ 
measurea^. lie jealot^des ot the people MotUo- 
disl preachers were objetits d( sAspicion, arid conadewd eneppes to 
the public peace. 

"In Charleston, one of tije purest and most noble of ^le^r 
ministers, George Porrel, was dn^ed, like a felon, to th^ ^>umn, 
and only rescued at .the point of fine sword. Methodist T^re, iohe^ 
could, not saye theinseltes-^the^ were pdt down- There TOr* nqt 
many noble then^ not many rich, not many high; they >f ere 
duc^ to the most pitiable condition. ' A. re-aefcion ensuaed ; they 
begah to be pitiecl ; persecution iseased. Their m6eting-l)touse^? be^ 
gan to be crowded. The black people, without them^ depiiYdd of 
gospel privileges; began to enjoy ^liem ag^. l!he gaUeriep of 
the church<M were filled witli &em. Again and agaia Were the* 
brethreh mterfered with, and repiaater^ly tak<an from me p^ilpit, bo- 
CAuse of the uiwiber of blacks present. In 1811, thiSy I^iid little 
or no access to the bladks. An instance would illusto^. 'J^rother 
Donnelly, wishing to preach to lie colored pieojple in a certain 
place, and baptize some among them, had to set out at uudiiigh^, 
upon Ms benevolent enterprise- Another inatarice apout 
twelve miles from (jharleston was another pjao® wherc> it was de- 
arable to preach to the cplor^ people. They had never beifore 
heard Jesus Christ preached. But one house in the neighborhood 
Could be occupied for this purpose, and that was a grog-shop. It 
was iresp^ved, nowever, to preach tliere. By some means, it cam^ 
to the ears of the ndghbqring slaveholders. They 4oterminjed to 
prevent it. A mob y^as to be raised in grand th^^ Q®^^^ 
were to be pnni£&64> and the preacher du^^ in a dwic-pOnd^ard 
by. The tim6 came, and it fell to hit lot to gor— bttt &eria yras nb 
disturbance. TMat very spot was the place of his nativity— ^ho 
Ivas weU loiown there; and, also, it was understood, tha;)i his coii- 
sesions ypere of such a chanicterf as to secure him, to a certain ox> 
tent, against any personal violence. But that preaching pla^e yh^ 
abandonied, fbr Methodist preachere were under the ban. At 
length, people be^ to consider that many of them were sis^^^ 



136 HISTOEV OF AMEIilCAN 8LAVEKY AKD METHODISM. 

holders — vhj should thej be insnrrectiomsts ? This single cii>. 
iiiimstance went far to mse them above suspicion. 

" Dt. Oapei-s narrated some other circumstances, but our, notes 
ere here dencient. These, together with the facts he had adduced, 
he brought forward, to ^ow how delicate was the q^uestion of 
elaveiy ; in what |)eouliar, perplexing circumstances it placed the 
southern brethren ; how much injury had been done to them, as 
weir as to the slaves, by northern iutcrference ; and how much 
mqire injury would inevitably result, in the same way, from the 
e£S>rts of abolitaonists. He called upon Ms abolition brethren to 
beware — 4o pause, before they proceeded farther in their mis- 

Sdded efR)rts. Whilst he was narrating what difficulties the 
ethodist ministers had labored under — ^what they had endured, 
both of privation and persecution for the slave — the affection and 
gratitude "of the slaves, &c», &c., many tears were shed by the 
elaveholding members of the Conference, Their emotion was great, 
while the doctor, a slaveholder himself, as we are informed, was 
spreading before them the picture of their many affictions, and their 
eyes were imploringly directed at' times toward the place where 
their abolition brethren sat. 

" The amount of all we could rather was, that ministers of the 
gospel, in the south, if they did tibeir duty fiuthftdly, were liable 
to persecution. — After Dr. Capers had concluded, the Conference 
had a receae till 3 o'clock, P. M. 

" Afternoon Session. — There was much small talk. We have 
notes of only one member's speech. We think this was delivered, 
on the offering of an amendment by Mr. Scott. The debate had 
been cenerally ^tten through with, and it seemed to be understood 
that tne resolutions would pass. The question was about to be 
taken, when Mr. Scott moved to amend the second resolution, by 
inserting immediately after the words, 'Abolitionism in whole and in 
' me following — and that we also di^pprove of slavery.' 
gave rise to some remarks, when a member suggested that it 
would be better to amend, by inserting the words d me Discipline 
in reference to slaveiy, which are * that we are as much as evfer con- 
vinced of the great evil of slavery.' Mr. Scott immediately agreed 
to udopt this, and olSered it in the place of his original amendment. 

" Aji animated discussion now arose on the adoption of this amend- 
ment. The majority were doubtless a good deal embarrassed. 
One, in his simplicity said, — ^he did not conceive how any brother 
could object to incorporating ini» the resolution, a sentiment which 
tfaey had already avowed, as q church. But he evidently mis- 
took the mark. There was great objection. Southern members 
goon placed tibe matter in its trm light. The incorporation of this 
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sentiment in the resolulionH would neutralize entirely the ori^na! 
dfmign and tendency of them. If the amendment were sdoptsd, 
the resolutions could not bo sent to the south. The aniendmeut 
would be constarued as designed to cloak the real opinions of the 
Conference. That body would most certainly be charged with abo- 
il tioiusm. Mr. Winans, of Misassippi, begged l^ve to state a 
fact, which would show how unpopular, under present circtun* 
stances, would be any such amendment. The particalaxs, we are 
unable to recollect, but this Was the amount. An excitement had 
been occasioned in New Orleans against Methodjsts. The mayor 
of the city had been informed, by some interested person, of tl» 
■ article in the Discipline, in relation to slaTcry. 

" From this it was inferred, that the Methodists were genuine 
abolitionists. The excitement was not alkyed, until a clergyman 
of another persuasion took a Discipline, went to the mayor, wo^ml 
him the article, aitd explained to him, that it had been insefted in 
the earl$ period of the Church, that it was not a new thing. We 
cannot give the precise words of Mr, Winans ; but (he impression 
made was, that the article in relation to slavery was introduced, 
when the circumstances of the Church were different from what 
they are now : — that now the article is in fact o dead letter. 

*' The members from the free States, when they saw the stand 
taken by their southern brethren on the subject, were generally m 
favor of rejecting the amendment, — not, they assert^, because 
they did not adhere to the sentiments of their Discipline j but the 
object was now, to allay the excitement of abolition, and satisfy 
the public mind of their opposition to it. 

With regard to slavery, their opinion was already expressed, 
and stood out in their Discipline to the notice of the world. Mr. 
Scott thought, that, if it were necessary, on the one hand to guard 
against abolition, it was no kss necessary on the Ofther to guturd 
against slavery. He thought this was indeed an alarming period, 
when Methodist ministers shrunk from openly declaring, what they 
avowed in the Discipline as their creed. He did hope that 
brethren would not reject the amendment, and thus virtually ab- 
rogate a part of their own Discipline. He made many other forci- 
ble and eloquent remarks, in the midst of which he was called to 
order by Sir. Holmes of the Pittsburg Conference, who supposed 
that the speaker had violated one of the rules of order, in spelling 



in order, because, before, he had spoken to the ori^nal resolution ; 
nota, he was speaking to the amendment. Mr. Holmes manifest- 
ed a dii^sltion to persist, which, however, not being encouraged, 





anrotit o.f AMjKRiOiJS si^Amit akb Methodism. 

*^ Z?«»t long ttftoT Mr. Soott had eoncia<3ed, Mr. Sraith, of Vir* 
^nia, be^al^j prti^asu^ be a man, a Ghristictn, & gentleman. 
As A nukfiu he hitd fedikigs whioh had been whipped and goaded on 
AVerjjF aide donog thb debate ; as a Chri^tkn, bo disavowed, bd- 
iot» &(sA «9d the' Oonj^feoice, haorbonng any unkind sentiments 
toivaxds his aboUtiOA bxeihren. He oould not entertain harsh fesU 
iogS ttmts^ 9»ff nuitt. Kefleotions had paissed throogh his mind, 
while eontwlmi^ the unfortunate situation in wbioh those brethren 
hid |^fl«d tiienB^ves, vhioh brou^t teai^ to his eves. 

" JBe .ivas sony ^ course his southern bretbren had taken 
in :rel«^(m these reaolutions. The abstract question of slavery, 
they q^ght not to have diaoussed. Indulgence in such discussions 
wfis lowering &fi»r dignity — profitrating them, before the Ameri- 
(om luitiieto. Slavery was to be looked at, nob in the abstract, but 
tba ooikcreteK — as it was in fact. Abolition was fraught with the 
most nasohievoias consequences. He hei« read an extract fi-om, 
we pre^ome, on abolition paper-^-to this amount, that any Ameri> 
casi dtisim wlm holds another as a slave, is guilty of a crime irrecon- 
cSbtble with tJbe ^irit of Christianity. He remarked that the in- 
fermiffe from this was, tlat the slaveholder was no Christian — 
could be so Christian. ' Must snob men,' said he, ' whip in hand, 
booted and spurred, ride over our feelings ? ' As we live— as God 
lives^it becomes brethren to pause. Modem abolitionism pro- 
olMoaed her own consummate folly, when, in the same breath, on 
the v&ry heels <4 the declaration, that slaveholders are orimmals 
aetdost God and man — guilty of the most God-provoking crimes, 
. she turns rotmd and tells them that she does not unchnstianize 
theiB. 

" Here Mr. Scott rose and a^ed explicitly whether the speaker 
had «ny allusioa to him— for if so, he was misrepresenting him. 
Mr. Smith turned towards him, tmd exclaimed, ' I nave no more to 
do with that brewer, than if he did not exist; ' and with great 
heat he added, ' I wish to God, he were in Heaven.' He added 
SfMOietlniig in an under tone about wishing all abolitionists there, 
and fiimaelf^ if ever he should become one. Some remarks were 
hers made by the chair,* when Mr. Smith :4aid he had so often been 
CAlled by iUiese men a man-stealer, &c., that by this time he was 
pei&otly used to them. That brother (alluding to Mr. Scott) was 
perfectly onoere, but he knew nothing more about abolitionism 
than he did about slavery. 

" He thin read another extar&ctirom the same paper, giving, as 



*BidM9 Rd^rfc previded. Tfaeae remarks wene a rebuke for soeh 
language, as it was equivalent to wishing brotlier Scott dead. 
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h© said, anothei' feature of aWitbuism. The atoouat qf it ;^«fl, 
that slavery should be renounced now and forever. Tbe ol^e^gn 
to it was, that' it -was impracticable. The attempt to 4© puch sex 
actf would array against them all the feeling of the south. Xjf piijv 
cess chanced to attend vthe measures of abolition, all those qouse- 
quences would inevitably follow, whiah had been depicted by tho 
brother, who had spoken in the pxoming. ■ ' 

" Modem abolitionism was to .be seen inwh^t it didj i^or th^ 
in what it professed. In its effects, it was infianiimatpry in 
north, and incendiary in the south. Its witherinif ini5ueti06 Md 
been felt in the church— in the quarterly m^etan^-— in thfe «liS8 
room. The bhght of heaven followed,' wherevear it prefmied. 
Brethren from the north woidd testify to this feet ; if Ijiey WpiiM 
not, he would upon oath. He knew the societiea— -^he assipcift^^^ 
in which this effect was manifested, 

" Modern abolitionism, was a great political and religiouB heresy. 
Its deagn was to array all the moral and religions feeling ^f the 
people agiunst the political institutions of the I^d ; ftad It Was m 
direct contravention of the book he held inhis haodi [^tiie New 
Testament.] The apostle Paul, when he wait forth topreisch the 
Gospel, found slavery existing in the world and reoogoizSd it. Ite 
relied on preaching Christ crucified, as the great Wei^fe rraiJed^- 
ing every evil. He formed no aboUtion wKneifies^ Ifo pSr. 
Smith,] and his brethren of the south, expected, by preacjiing 
Christ, to accomplish all that conld be accomplished, ^j^Esie Abo- 
lition iDrethren are for interfering with the pootioal inatitntioQB 
the land. They had engaged in a etUsadoHiW^^ngiies, petiitjwjw, 
memorials, ad^res^iing political assemhlie3--ttQ|Jbi^ was- lelp; yi^ 
tried. In all these respects, they Wd departed i^m lihe e^^jpte 
of the ajK)stles. The Discipline of the Cnurch, moreover, litilfiOT- 
ized ho interference with the jtoMesA lnst^tBihs of tkd cotmfe^. 

" They; of the aoutli, ei^trea^ of ;(i£eur .bietiu^n«f 1^ s^rtibi. 
just to let them alone. If fchey would not h«(ar to tkm, M^j ii»p. 
they must pirt. jEither aboUtionists would hav© to 
them, or they from abolitibiiis^s. ^uc|i meiidfejbiy wbilJa 'b& pi6 
suit, unless the brethren shodld change ^feir wjutae ' ' r > 

' ' After a little more discuMon, ibib qaestadti ^ ealbd fitt, «nd 
ffia th0 votes being counted, 'A was fouiw, tJ»t X513 txiiWM^ in^am^ 
the CB^^mentr-iUfai^ imfirpQraUi^ in th» f«*<?^f?^i 
' th^ were as mucn as ever cqnvince4o7 ike great ebil^^^^ 
T|ae menj^ts of &6 %Qyt 
tion^^'foitftefen ux n%iM>er, tbted Ft* it^ iand dne bf 'PittSBorg Ow- 
fbr«ioe.' 

'* l^je vote wafi tisen takpn Pn tfce resolutions tlwme%lTWrH^f 
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trere botib csamel by large majorities. A resolution was abo intro- 
dxiced to have them pnbfished m the city jourcals generally. This, 
we TinderBtand, was afterwards reconsidered and recalled — the pub- 
Hfiiung Olds; being liniitted to the Western Christian Advocate. 

Those who distinguished tbemselves aa the frieods of despised 
aboHtioiusni, deserve to be known and honored. Their names are, 
J. S, Barris, of the Pitttburg iPonference ; Joseph A. Merrill, 
Orange Soott, Charles Virgm, Phineas Crandall, Isaac Bonney, 
of tlw ^ew JEngland Conference ; and John F. Adams, George 
StczriB, Samuel Norris, C D. Cahoon, Samuel Kelly, EHhu Scott, 
B. J. Soott, Jared Perkins, Schuyler Chamberlain, of the Nev> 
Hampshire Oonfsrtnce. 

A dis%gQished citizen of Cincinnati, not an abolitionist, who 
was present when the vote was taken, remarked that, conndering 
the ooea^tm, the oiromnstances, the principles involved, and the 
rast odds between the members, on each side of that question, he 
was exceedingly moved with the sublimity of the spectacle which 
Itboaa few breuren presaoted, when they stood up to be counted, 
befiare the Conference and the vast concourse of people, who had 
(UBfflnbled to witness the doings of that hour. 

Bkving quoted Mi. Bimey's reports, it may be well to say, in 
evideaoe of their coriectness, that Mr. TVlnans K«ferred to the re-' 
port ci his speech in the Philanthropist, hr the purpose of correct- 
ing, by its superior accuracy, what he considered a misstatement of 
Mr. Soott. 

Mr. Crowder aeknowl^ged in the presence of the editor, that 
Am Kfewk was fidrlyand aooundtely reported in the Philanthropist, 
with tibe exception of a dng^e instance where he thought the form 
of OEpresaicMii unbiguous. £vea this, ho did not think of snffidont 
imjpQttuiee to call foor formal correction. 

A&at ibb result of this disemraon was ascertained, by the vote 
joatneorded, but little <un»tement was manifest on these questions. 
jMtipiib,rtgy ]^&3om were presented and referred, without debate. 
Some iatnest was developed in caucuong ibr Bishops, as the south 
wiKS ta^aA in demanding a shiveholder. Tba bonndai;^ que^^ 
iatroduoed a brief and i^irited discourse about ordaining slardiold- 
Ibg loetl dders. This &e Baltimore Oonfbraioe retoed to allow. 
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and a drcuiS bordering on Virgjoia, yet in their bounds; desited to 
be set off. This was denied, much to the dissatisfeotion of the 
Boatb. On the 24th of May, the election of Bishops "mfi attended 
to. Three were chosen ; Beverly Waugh, of New York, Wilbnr 
Ksk, of New England, and Thomas A. Morriss, of Ohio,r-rQOt 
one being a slaveholder, or from the Southern Conferences. ' The 
nneasiness was very manifest. Nor was this dissatis&otion les- 
sened any by an addiess, prepared by a member of the Oonfbrenee, 
embracing a review of the abolition discuB^on, and an appeal in 
favor of anti^lavery principles. A storm was evidently brewing. 
It burst forth the same day, in tho fbllowing form. 

" Towards the close of the session, Mr. Winans, of Misda^ppu 
asked leave to submit the following resolutaon, — ^whioh, he remain^- 
ed, he was sure would be interojtMag to all. 

•* * Resolved, SfC. That a pamphlet, circulate among tho mem- 
bers of this Conference, purporting to be, An Address to the Gen- 
erttl Oonference of the Methodist .^nscopcU Gkurch ; Btf « m-em^ 
her of that body, containing reports of the discusaton on ^ modern 
abolitionism, pcdpal^ false, and calculated to make an impresaton 
to th(| injury of the characters of some of the members engaged in 
the aforesaid discussion, is an outrage on the dignity of tms body, 
and meriting unqualified reprehension.' 

*'The resolution was agned by Mr. TVinans, above mentioned, 
and by ]\Ir. Sta^pper, of !^ntacky. 

" Afber reading the resolution, Mr. Winans proceeded to specify 
instances to support the allegations embraced in it, and attempted 
to show tiie propriety of such ,a resolution, in a series of wntten 
remarks. He contended, that- there were in tjhe Address no less 
than THRKE direct, flagrant folsehoods, besides many others, indi- 
rect or inferential. He read from the manuscript with great calm- 
ness of manner — ^but his remarks, in matter and in style, were in 
a hi^ degree 'Violent and inflammatory. He left no room for the 
possibility of nniutontional error ;-^wnatever in the pamphlet he 
deemed a departure from a strictly accurate statement, was stigma- 
tised as fiUsenood." 

' When speaking at it, Mr. Scott says : 

*' You may weH imagine, that the above resolution and speech 
jHTodttced/upon an already senritive General Conference, ik) little 
excitement. Many, if not most <rf the members, wore on their feat 
before Br. W. had Sniahed reeling. There was a spirit oi 



«!it|p|i imAf, ist (ill {wrta of the liouae, to bnrst forth iipoci thd 
at(^r of t^e olfepsive prodautiott. tn the midst of the 
Bjuopn, while the thaiid§rs w^ere yet rolling and the lightninga ^h- 
mg--«nd iirlule it wm Btendly wowing d^rk — arose, and avo\r6d 
myself the mthor of <^e pompmet ; and re^ttested, bb it was thea 
h^r-Mu^ &e resdtttdon migiit be laid on the t^ble till t^e next 
optoping, that I might hare an q)portanity to defend myself. This 
reqQ^ VFO^ graDted. I requested a copy of the resolution, which 
was aW granted. After the Conference adjourned, I went to Br. 
Winans, and requested the loan of his manusoript till the n^xt 
moj^nin^, that I might be prepared to reply ; but this he perempto^ 
lil^ r^xued, assignbg as the reason, that he could not trust im 
vnth it I 1 had, bolfever, taken some notes whUe the brother wa? 
reading his speech. Rev. J. A. Menill, of the New England, 
and Bev. C. Baker, of the Maine Confereaoe, had done the same. 
And 88 they kindly ' trusted ' me with &eir notes, by comparing 
them with my own I was enabled to reply to the principal things 
diarged against me in Brother Winans' speech." 

The next morning, May 25di, the resolution was expected to b9 
called up for action. 

" At the usual hour for the opening of the Conference, many of 
the citizens had assembled, and the ^lleries were well filled, ex- 
pecting that the resolution agaiost Mr. Scott woi^d, of course, be 
the first business landed to, after the ceremony of opening the 
meeting had been performed. However, this did not turn out to 
be the ease. Some other n^atterj relating, perhaps; to the mode of 
payment, or to the measure of the compensation of the ministers, 
'was taken up. After this had been discussed some time, and to 
all appearance was about occupying the whole forenoon, Mr. Scott 
moved that the) business ihen pefore the hpofie be po^^ned, in 
order to take up the resolution a^inst himself. The motion &iled. 
A short time anerward Mr. Early renewed the motion made b^ Mr. 
Scott. Mr. Scott earnestly appealed to his brethren to sustam the 
motion, remarking that, althougii Mir. Ostrander (a ^ntlemao who 
had manifested a disposition to exclude all further consideration of 
the resolution,) seemed determined that the resolution ^uld not 
again be taken up at all, he (Mr. S.) thought it due to his character, 
t£it it should M called up tmmiediately. Be felt that ik had al- 
ready becKi postponed too loug. He wks keenly sensible of the in- 
jury tmdw which he was suBiering, and every moment of unhec^ 
any dekj only added to its asg^avation. Mr. Enrly's motioii 
«»p It was sow about 11 o^olock in the momixig->J^e 



regoW time for adjournment b^iotg hal^ past 12. A inptiou waf 
thea made by a member, and carried— U^afc, yrhexi the Oonfeveue^ 
adjourn, il adjourn to meet again at 3 o'clock in the a^moon. A 
large majority of the 8pectators, supposing from the course tbingsf 
had takau, tha^ the resoliUion would not be taken up tiU the afiei^ 
noon, retired from the house. However, net long after the gaUe? 
ries were thinned, ;uid before the business under conaideration was 
entirely digppsed of, Mr. baring renewed his motion, tbe 

resolution yrsm called up. This tia» one hour, as stated by Mr. 
£!Krly, before ibe usual period of adjournment. 

" The lesolatioa Imng read, Mr. Sco^ commenced by ^yin^, 
that this day, one of the strang^t speotaoles was presented, 
whM^h l^bd ever been witnessed in the history of the Choreh. 
A member cf the highest assembly recognized in the Church, wa^ 
now amugned before it, chai^d with faring, paliaMe ^Isehood, 
and this not orkoe, but many time3 over. Under sucn osxcumstancss, 
it oould not be expected that he should appear without emotion, yet 
he trusted he experienced a good degree of oalmnoss. It was tiie 
first time in his life he had been charged with fidsebood. Those 
who knew him best, had always been wilUog to aocoxd to him purity 
of motive. la the resolution, he was accused of uttering a deliber* 
ate falsdbopd, of stating as true what he knew to be Mae, Thia 
was a serious, a gntve cbarge, and enough, if sustained, to di3- 
fraoduse him of both his raiiusterial character and his ra«mberBhip. 
He had not only been aooused of ' bare&eed, glaring mi palpable * 
falsehood — ^Bro. Winans had also declared, &at the author of that 
pamphlet most either be a ' reckless incendiary or a non comjpoi 
mentis.* If he (Mr. Scott) had set fire to the city of, Cincinnati, 
' he could hudiy have been treated with mare severity. , What is 
the uaual course, in oases of mdarepresentation ? Suppose in reply- 
ing to any member, he ehould mis-etate any of his argument — ■ 
would it be right— -would it be in order, for that brother to rise in 
his place and charge him with falsehood ? Was there then so much 
difi^noe beitween a sfewh written and a speech deHveiie4, as in 
the one case, where there is misrepresentatioa, to warrant the charge 
of ' bare&ced, glaring and palpable fedsehood,' and in the othor, to 
call only for corwftMW ? 

" He wished to direct the attention of the bre&reu to the de^ro 
of the pamphlet. It would be re(M)lled»d, Uiat the arguments, ad- 
duced by him on the mibjeoi of abolidoniam, had been replied to 
ocdy in part, and tmperficially. Br's. Winans, Crowder, az^ 
others in the oppoddon, njim^ver, had not been answered by Inetli- 
ren on his mde <^ the Question. This suggested to his mind t2ie 
«d«a of writing a little aodress, in which he could pi^m. ia the view 
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of brethren iiis argument entire, and the objections and arguments 
of opponents, together with replies to theai, prepared subsequently 
by himself, but not delivered on the coufereace floor ; and present 
them till in contiection. 

" Brother Winans had accused the author of the Address of false- 
hood, because of his statements ou the first page, that 0. Scott 
' was permitted to speak but once on the question.' I meant by 
this, said Mr. Scott, what must be obvious to all, that according to 
one of the rules of order, adopted by this body, I was thus re^ 
Btricted. The rule is, that no member shall speak twice on the 
sara3 question, until all others who may wish to speak have spoken. 
Nov I need not tell this Conference, that had the subject been de- 
bated ten days longer, I should by this rule have been efiectually 
prohibited from speaking a second time. For we all know, that 
speakers were abundant, and when the question was taken, all had 
not spoken who desired to be heard. It was in view of these facts, 
I stated, that I was permitted to speak but once ; and not with any 
view to convey an impression that I bad been denied this privilege, 
by an unusual order of the Conference. Brethren know there is 
such a rule, and they know too how unlikely it was, that it should 
be set aside in my behalf. They are all aware, that on the last day 
of the discussion, I was called to order by a member for speaking 
twice, as he supposed, to the same question, when I only rose to 
speak to an amendment, and occupied but three minutes ; — and I 
was then pronounced in order, on the ground that before I had 
spoken to the main question ; now, I was speaking to an amend- 
ment. I might, indeed, have made my meaning less liable to be 
mistaken, by stadng ' according to the rules of the bouse I had not 
permission but as this was my sole meaning, so it never entered 
my mind for one moment that I should be misunderstood. Ought 
this omission then to subject a brother to the high and heavy charge 
of falsehood ? Never did such an idea enter my mind as an intention 
to deceive by this omission. 

" Mr. Scott said that he had been charged with falsehood, in 
maldng such a statement of Brother Winans argument, as is found 
on page 10 of the pamphlet." 

" This is the strongest, and indeed the principal position which 
brother W. has taken against me. I will make a few statements, 
and then the Conference will be able to judge whether I have indeed, 
in this instance, subjected myself to the cnarge cf palpable, bare- 
faced, glaring, wilful falsehood ! I intended to state brother Wi- 
imis^ argument as briefly as possible, and yet not so briefly as to 

r've either a partial or false view of the sentiment of the speaker, 
thought the inference that ' Slavery is right under all circumsCao- 
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ces ' a fair one from bis premises — nay, more, I u ii'stood him to 
draw that iuterencs in whole, or in part, from my o wn premises. — 
His argument when stated a little more at length, was simply this : 
T will attv-mpt to shoW' from the brother's (Mr. Scott) own premi- 
ses, that slavery is right under all circumstances. He then sfcited, 
that slavery was a divine institution — God permitted the Hebrews 
to hold slaves, and made lav/s to jugulate sbvery. It must, there- 
fore, be right under some circumstances — and the brother from New 
England has told us, that if slavery is right under some circamstan- 
css, it is right under aU circumstances. I have proved that it is 
right under some circumstances, and therefore from the brother's 
own admission, it is right under all circumstances. But it may be 
observed in the first place, that I never admitted, that if slavery 
was right under some circumstances it waa right under all — I never 
made such a statement. In the second place, I never denied that 
the Scriptures allowed the Jews to hold servants. I am not such a 
non compos mentis as not to know this fact. It will be seen there- 
fore that Bro. W. , in makmg out his conclusion, that slavery is 
right under all circumstances, attributes to me what I never said, 
and assumes what I never denied — so that my premises have no 
sort of connection with his inference — and for it he alone is i-espon- 
sible. I did not suppose I was doing him any injustice in stating 
his argument as I did — I Cf>rtainly had no such design, and there- 
fore will submit this explanation as an accompaniment to my origi- 
nal statement of his argument. And whether the inference, that 
slavery is right under all circumstances, belongs more properly to 
him or to me, to his premises or to mine, I leave, for Ihe Conference 
and the public to judge. Suppose I were to affirm that polygamy 
is right under some circumstances— [Here Mr. Winans interrupted 
the speaker, and remarked that he really believed him to be out of 
order. He demanded that he should be kept to the record — that 
he should speak directly to the charge made against Ima — and not 
be permitted to wander into irrelevant discussion. The Bbbop de- 
cided Mr. Scott was in order. Mr. Winans still perasted, and 
others of the south sided with him.] The Bishop (Boberts). de- 
cided, that so long as Mr. Scott was respectful in his manner, he 
might take any course he saw proper to defend himself, but breth- 
ren might appeal. [An appeal was called for, and the motion be- 
ing put, a majority voted to sustain the decision of the chair.} Mr. 
Scott said he did not intend to be disiespetttfbJ He was endea- 
voring to explain to the Confereucn, how ho had l>een led to mis- 
take the argument of brother Winans, if he indeed had mistaken it. 
He was proceeding to suppose a case. Suppose I were to affirm 
that polygamy is right under $om$ cirotmustanoets, or no cirexuosUnh 
13 
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oes, or all circumstances— -I soon come to tiie concluisioD, that it is 
wrong under all circumstances. But no, says brotber Winana, I 
oau prove from your own premises that polygamy is right under all 
circuiustauces. It \«fds allowed, it is recogniaed, and not oond<:^n- 
ed in Jewish scriptures ahiong the Jews, and therefore it is right, 
according to your premises under all circumstances ! WIio does 
not readily see the sophistry of such an argument ! 

" Ero. Winans did state that slavery was a divine Listitution — 
perpetual, hereditary slavery ; and yet he affirmed of the represen- 
tation of his argument in which this statement is made, that ' every 
word of it was false.' If it be Mse, it is unintentionally so. t 
took down notes of his arguuaent at the time, and the representa- 
tion acoords exactly with them. I never used the premises he re- 
presented as mine. I am not surprised, far, that brethren should 
be much excited when they see their arguments in print, and think 
them misrepresented. 

*' Bro. Winans stated that he declined the abstract question of 
slavery. Now his speech as reported in the Philanthropist, which 
he yesterday quoted, as confimatory of the truth of nis charge 
against me, makes him say, that he would meet me on the abstract 
question, on my own ground. I did not understand him as de- 
clining the abstract question. 

" I am accused of another falsehood, because on page 13 of the 
pamphlet, I represent our southern brethren as saying, that 'it 
would not do to let the south know that we were as much as ever 
convinced of the great evil of slavery.' K brethren of the south 
did not say this — did not say that the proposed amendment, in the 
language of our Discipline, would be believed a mere cloak for secret 
abolitionism — if they did not say it would not do now — then I did 
hear very erroneously. [iVIr. Scott did not hear erroneously. It was 
repeatedly asserted on the floor of the Conference, that it would 
not ' do to speak out now ' — that ' there was a time for every 
thing,' &o., &c. Hundreds of spectators must have heard the 
same thing8.~EiK] 

" Brother Winans sfaited, that he did not remember the remarks 
<^nceraing the division of the Union, s^ltributed to me on page 6 
of the pamphlet. I did not allude to this objection to the doe- 
trioes of abolition, and made also some remarks upon it. But 
th^y are carried out more fully in the pamphlet. It would have 
been better to have included the added remarks in brackets. But 
this was neglected, not, however, with the intention to deceive. {It 
is easy, I think, to explain this pmisi^on. Mr. Scott wrote &e 
pampbkt, sraperintended its printing, corrected proof, &c., under 
niQom^wuH^ very un&70i»ble to entire exfic^em and perspiouief . 
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The pamphlet was written and ready for cii'culation within one 
weekj during all of which period he had miqieroas Conference en- 
gagements to attend to. tJnder such circumstances, it is not won- 
derful that iu repotting his own speech, he shoiild at times forget 
hia character as a reporter, and carry out his thoughts as if they 
were constituent parts of the delivered speech. It is indeed a mat- 
ter of surpriise that many other such mistakes did not occur. — En.] 

"I am again accused of misrepresantation, in attributing to 
brother Winans the remarks made on oage 10, ' about murdered 
wives and childrea,' &c. My sole intendon in these was to show, 
that the brother meant such would be the effeiit of abolitionism, if 
its measures were carried out. This I presume he will not deny 
tpas his meaniiag. [Mr. Winans did not deny it either then or 
subsequently.— -Ed.] Mr. Scott made some fiirther remarks on 
this charge, of which our notes are insufficient to warrant ^y re- 
port. In our opinion he fully acquitted himself of the charge of 
feleehood or intentional misrepresentation. 

*' Mr. Scott made a fiew remarks in reply to Dr. Bangs* obser- 
vations on reporters of speeches, &c. He (JMr. Scott) consider- 
ed a public address public property, especially when deliver- 
ed on a public subject. In regard to this, members of Con- 
ference should be governed by public usages, until a special order 
were taken. No requisition of silence or secrecy had been made 
on the members. All that could be done, where there was mis- 
representation, was to disclaim it. This was a task public preach- 
ers were compelled to submit io. 

'* Mr. Scott occupied about an hour and a quarter in his re- 
marks. He manifested the same calmness, self-posseshion and dig- 
nity — the same Christian forbearance and meekness of temper — 
which had characterized ajl his previous exhibitions in the Confer- 
ence. Nothing oSenave in his manner, spirit or langua^, could 
at any time be detected- Iu not a single instance, was he called to 
order by the chair or any member of the Conference, except indeed 
the instance already noticed. All this was wonderful— especially 
to a beholder — considering the greatness of his provocations, the 
scandalous nature of the charges preferred gainst him, and the 
unfaltering pertinacity, the unmitigated severity, which marked the 
language and measures of his opponents. 

" We may remark, that no speaker that followed bim, chose to 
contest with him a single point he had assumed in his justification. 
Perhaps we shoTild except Mr. Winans, who stated that the ground 
on which he charged Orange Scott with felsehood, in particular, 
was, not tihat he £d not state his argument correctly, but that he 
stated directb/ the apposite to what it really was. - 
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" Mr. Winans then rose, not to make i speech, but to state a 
few things in explanation. Ho had never charged 0. Scott wiFh 
falsehood, in the Jirst, second or third degree : he had thus charged 
the anonymous author of the Address. Se could not have gone to 
0. Scott and asked an explanation ; for he did not know he was the 
author. Rere Mr. Scott interrupted him by saying he had uot 
suggested this course, but that Mr. Winans ought to have demand- 
ed in open Conference, who was the author, and liis narae would 
hav been forthcoming. Mr. Winans remarked, that he did not 
think it becoming tp hunt up every skulker who might choose to 
derange his speeches. If he had known the author of the pam- 
phlet was Orange Scott, he would have charged him as Orange Scott. 
He had hoped that no member could be guilty of such an outrage. 
O. Scott had been hinted at by some as the author of the address, 
but he had niet all such suggestions with a prompt negative. He 
really had conceived an exalted opinion of that mati's intelligence 
and integrity ; but he was now obliged to surrender it. 

"He did not, he repeated, charge 0. Scott with falsehood foi 
not stating his argument correctly ; but Ijecause he stated it direct- 
ly opposite to what it was. One third of the members of the Con-' 
fercnce bad come to him and asked him, whether he would suffer 
gucb a misrepresentation to pass unnoticed ? 

"An investigation of ten days, he thought, would bring them 
no nearer to a decision on this resolution. He professed to be oj>- 
posed to any further procrastination. The Conference had heard 
both sides of the question. For his own part,, he considered the 
misrepresentation contained in the pamphlet, deliberately false 
statements, and modi with design. He did not deem a response 
to what bad been said, becoming the dignity of tlie Conference. 

Mr. Early made a few remarks whiclj we could not exactly 
apprehend. It seemed to be the wish of the most prominent of 
the southern mera^rs to urge the Conference to an immediate de- 
cision on the question. An adjournment was moved, for the reg- 
ular period for recess had come, and was past ; a vote having been 
taken, by which Mr. Scott was permitted to continue his remarks 
fifteen minutes beyond that period. The motion to adjourn was 
earned — ^Messrs, Early, Winans, Smith, Payne, and most of the 
southern members voting against it. 

" Wednesday afiemoon, May 25. — After the clerk had read 
♦he resolution under consideration, Mr. Ostrander, of the New 
York Conference, after making a few renmrks, in a tone too low to 
be distinctly audible, moved that the resolution be referred to a 
fMslest committee. His reasons, as well as we cou]d hear them, rc- 
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fisared to tbe benefit of having it so aliered as to secure more com- 
plete imanimity in passing it. 

"Mr. Sandfoid, of the same fmferenoe, spoke also in favor of 
the reftjretice'. He condemned the address, not for stating what 
was sbsolutely and pcdpaUy false, but for so mingling truth with 
what was false, as to present the matter in an uncandid and dishon- 
est ligi>t. He could not support the resolution, for it affirmed pal- 
pable fidsehood. 

" Be marks were made bj several, indicating that the reference 
was ouaceeptable to the violent and uncompct)mi8ing in the Confer- 
ence. So decided was tiie feeling manitested, that the mover of 
the reference was induced to withdraw his motion. The attempt 
was now made, not so much to secure the passage of 'the resolution,- — 
for to any observer, this appeared fully certain— as to bring about 
great unanimity in voting for it. With this view, Mr. Orowder, of 
the Virginia Conference, made some remarks intended to show that 
there was in the resolution no impeachment of the motives of tho 
authdi' — ^that there was nothing levelled against him personally—- 
that it was th6 pamphlet, and this alone, which was now under con- 
sideration, and which it was intended to condemn. 

" This view of the subject did not appear altogether to satisfy 
Dr. Ruter of the Pittsburg Conference. Ho would be pleased to 
see such a fmbject disposed of with an unanimity that aU must feel 
was desirable. There were many who would be disposed to join in 
a vote of condemnation, who yet thought the resolution ought to 
undergo a modification ; which, without undue harshness, would be 
sufficient to relieve those who were charged wrongfully by the au- 
thor of the pamphlet, fix>m any odium it might attach to them, and 
furnish at the same time, an indication sufficiently decisive, of the 
sentiment of the Conference in relation to the" matter. Feeling 
thus, and thinking thus, he regretted that the motion for referring 
the resolution to a select committee had been withdrawn. He thought 
it his duty to renew it, which he now did. 

" Mr. Roszell rose, apparently a good deal chafed at the dilatory 
progress of the proceedings, now again attempted to be fui'ther de- 
layed by a renewal of the motion to refer. He spoke with hLs 
wonted animation in opposition to the reference. He thought, the 
publication of the pamphlet an offence of great enormity, an out- 
rage of singular aggravation, and that it was properly met by the 
resolution, which went to condemn it in unqualified terms. And 
who among us, asked Mr. B.., does not look upon the pamphlet in 
this light--who among us i not propar<!d to liestow on it unquali- 
fied condemnation — and who among us is not prepared to sostain a 
resolution which utters this condemnation in tie most appropriate 
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tewns? But, continued Mr.' R., so:ne find alleviation for the un- 
worthy conduct of the author "n the fact of bis having unhesita- 
tingly and openly avowed himaelf as such, before this Conference 
Pr^y alleviation— -creditable excuse ! when this was 'done not be- 
fore but afier an investigation of the matter was set on foot in this 
body ! And will brethren urge this as a suflBcient cause for send- 
ing ihe resolution to a committee — for consuming still mor^ of the 

J)reciou3 time of tliis Conference ! Why, sir, shall w© delay still 
onger for sruch a reason as this, to condemn, in terms becoming it, 
a gross misrepresentation, calculated to injure us ? If this conduct 
of the author oe mentioned, I would say, sir, that he ought in ad- 
dition to an avowal of his agency in such a matter, tx) come forward 
and express his regret and his sorrow for the offence he has com- 
mitted. 

"Do you suppose, continued Mr. R., that the reading of this 
pamphlet has been confined to the members of this Conference — - 
that they are the only persons who have handled tliis inflammatory 
and odious docmaent? Far from it — ^it has been despatched abroad 
in large quantities — and with other incendiary materials, it has been 
sent off to the west [eaat] to be scattered throughout the community. 
For saeh conduct as this, sir, no language is too strong. It is an 
insult to this Conference, and it is a duty we owe to ourselves to 
support our own character. He concluded by saying, he hoped to 
answer all the arguments that might be brought forward on the other 
fflde, when the subject was put into a position, to make discussion 
on the m'erits, proper ; and in the meantime; that the resolution 
would not be referred. 

" Dr. Capers of South Carolina, made a few remarks in a very 
spirited style, in opposition to the reference. What, said he, would 
be the efiect df such a course ? Would it not justly be said that 
we lacked courage to meet the exigency ? What other action could 
a committee recommend ? Have we not the truth now steering m 
in the face ? If we act not, aJt once, in conformity to ite require- 
m^ntg, the impression must go abroad that we are wanting in oom> 
age. 

" Mr. Bowen, of the Oneida Conferenoe, olqected to the resolu- 
laon itself, and read a substitute for it, which he intended at a pro- 
per time to offer. He did not believe that to pass the resolution 
as it was, before the Conference, would be beneficial. Some of the 
brethren, whilst they thought the brother had not given as fall a 
view of the cam bs the circumstances called for, yet believed that 
he had acted honestly. In this view, the terms employed in the 
resdntion -were not acceptable to them, and they beUeyed, othcra 
Idssexcej^onable might be used, whicli would enable the Conference 
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aocoraplish all it ougbt to desire to at-^eoraplish, that ia the ward- 
*'V ^ injury from themsehes, hy invcdidating the pamphki, 

" Mr. Draie, of the Missiasippi Conference, opposed the refer- 
ence. He thought, a committee could not act on the subject now 
before them, nearly so advantageously as the Conference itself. In 
aiiswer to the objectioD.s, taken by some to the resolutions, as im- 
peaching the motives of Mr. Scott — he declared he did not so in- 
terpret them, nor did he suppose they would be so interpreted by 
others. He did not consider the re.solution3 as impeaching the mo- 
tivds of the writer — ^the object waa, the pamphlet. It waa this 
which was doing the mischief, and it was this which, at a distance, 
would be set down m true t — To prevent this, it is the diity 
of the Conference to say, it is not true. The pampMet it was, 
that ^ould serve to increase the number of abolitionists — it was the 
influence of it, and not the character of the author, that the mover 
of the resolutions, doubtless, had in view in ifttrodticing it in the 
Conference. . ' 

" [It was a saying of Lysander, the tyrant of Athens, that when 
the lion's skin proved too short, he eked it out with tJie fox's tcdl. 
The southern gentlemen — part of them at least — sefem somewhat 
inclined to practise the same device. And yet the attempt in this 
instance, was one of astonishing boldness and effrontery. To Bay 
in one breath, of a man, that he has told a ' pcdpaMe falsehood 
and in the next, to argue with his friends who are to be persuaded, 
by this means, that his motives are not brought in que^<>n, is in- 
deed adding itisult to injury. The attempt at such a fraudulent 
imposition on the one hand, and the stupidity which could be im- 
posed on by it on the ,other, is no small proof of the disqualifica- 
tions of both parties for the ministry. Men who can me, and men 
who can believe, such an argument, are but badly qualified to con- 
tend in Glod's magnificent and awful cause.] 

" Mr, Early, of the Virginia Coliferenc^, commonoed his remarks 
by expressing his sorrow that a motion to refer had been made. 
He had often remarked it, that when a whole deliberative asisanbly 
Wias just ready for decided action, an offifcious prop6sition wto Oflfer 
cd, as in the Dresent case, to divert it from its course. But if it 
be true, that brethren are not prepared for a frank and ready de*i 
sion, let ^e resolution lie on tlie table. But has it come to. this, 
that we have met here, some of us travelling a thousand miles and 
more, others suffering privation in leaving our homes and our fa3t&- 
lies unprotected from danger, it may be, during our absence — atfd 
have no power even to protect pur own membfers and this body 
from itisult — from aggravated and fiJse statements 1 Will any Ofte 
Say, that the guilty ought Uofc to be censured even If Sir, have We 
!io energy ? But if -the majority of the Conference have no eb.- 
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ergy— not enough of it to protect their own honor from insult and 
degradation — be it known that there are in the Conference those 
who have, and who ought to be by themselves. You have refused 
once to refer ; if you refer it now, what will be the eflfect ? 

" Why, wr, you have but the other day denounced aboHtioaism — 
and yet do you talk of referring anoh a writing aa this pamphlet ? 
To what does all this protracted debate amount ? Is it not plain, 
that it tends rather to increase sympathy for the author of the inju- 
ry, than to do justice to ourselves '1 And shall we be accessary to 
such a resstlt as this in the case of the author of the address — of one 
who is guilty of bringing into this body a pamphlet of an incendia- 
ry character — or of him who is acting concurrently with the vilest 
miscreant here, (the editor of an incendiary paper in this city, who, 
violating the laws of the state where he Uvea, is compiled to seek 
a refoge out of its limits,) and who has been twice tried and Bon- 
tenoed to three months hard labor in the house of correction by the 
laws of his own state ? And shall it be said, under these circum- 
stances, that this Conference has no power of correction — no power 
to pa:» censure I It is full time for you, sir, to speak oiU — to tes- 
tifi' that you have swne respect for yourselves — to' say that you 
have some regard for your honor. Ajak the oldest member of this 
body, if he ever witnessed the disturbance of a Conference, by a 
member, after this manner — ^if ever such a case occurred before i — 
Submit to tub, air ! If we submit to this, we are prepared to sub- 
mit to anything. 



" [Although a considerable number of the spectators were in some 
measure prepared for such an exhibition as tibat of Mr. Early, by 
prelibi^^ of his temper, in the former debates of the Confer^ 
enoe on the subject of abolition — yet the rudeness of his language, 
and the ferocity of his manner, l>oth in better harmony with the 
calling of his overseer, than that of a miiuster of Jesus Christ, 
prodi:^ed an evident Bh6ck on the majority of those present. It 
foraished ocular demonstration of ihe odious supremacy which the 
spirit of oppresdon acquires, by long and uncontrolled domination, 
over the spuit of love ; and^ve, so far as one instance oonid, de- 
cLave evidence of the irreooncilableness of the religion of the Go^ 
pel with the Slavery of the South. 

" The persons supposed to be alluded to, by Mr. E. towards the 
owidlasioa of his speech, were Mr. Scott and Mr. Storrs, both 
members of the Comerence, and the editor of the Philanthropist, 
•who was in the gallery as a spectator ; and who, by the rules of the 
boose, w«8 not permitted to make any reply to tins assault on his 
feelings and character — made in the presence of hundreds of speo- 
tators, and unprecedented, so far as is known, in an^ profei^edly 
reli^ous assembly, tliat has ever been convened in this country.] 
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" When Mr. Early had ended his remarks, a gentleman whose 
name we are uofc enabled to ascertain, moved to lay on the table 
the motion to refw, then under consideration. This was carried by 
a large majority. 

" The original reaolutiou was again read. 
" It now seemod th^t the Conference were ready to proceed to 
a final vote. Mr. Scott rose and* moved, that his name be insert- 
ed in the resolution instead of the word member — so that who wa» 
intended might be fully known. 

" Dr. Bangs moved to lay this motion on the table. It was 
accordingly md on the table. ; 

" At this stage of die proceedings, Mr. Ruter asked penaisaon to 
be excused from voting on the resolution. According to our re- 
collection, he was excused. Some intimation was given thai others 
would desire tjie same favor. 3Ir. M'Ferrin of the Tennessee 
Conference," remarked, with some degree of petulence, that it waa 
not agaio^ the rule for members to retire from the room — ^that ia 
this way tbey niight avoid voting. 

" The votte was then taken on the original resolution, which was 
passed by ninety-seven in the affi-mative, to ninhtjebt'' in the 
ne^tive. Many, it is supposed, did not vote, as the whole num- 
ber in the Conference was more than one hundred uid fifty, «nd 
but few had left for home. 

" Mr. Storrs now moved, that he and others who had voted in 
the negative, should be permitted to have their names entered on 
the Journal of the Conference, as voting against the resolution. 
The debate which was about rising on this motion, was soon quell- 
ed by another, to lay it on the table. ^This succeeded by a u:i^ 
©ajority." 

The abolitionists, who were few iu number, were not, however, 
wanting in ability or spirit. They did not tamely scbmit to the 
injustice uont them, and by silence acknowledge they desorvod it. 
Imifiediatoly after the condemnation of abolitionism, in oonneotioB 
^ with the attendance of two xnemuers of the General CouferMice tJt 
an anttfilaveiy meeting, there was prepared a protest. But l)emg 
refused the right of r^rding their names as voting against Mr. 
Winsns' resokrtMni, ihey yrere prevented from mieriBg it oa 
the records. 

The adjournment oi' the General Conference, and the spMdy 
gathering o^ various annual conferences, a£S)rded am^de scope for 
developments of a pro^lavery character, which will be noted hare- 
after. 



CHAPTEll IX. * 

PU0-8I-AVSRT ItKMri BfOBRS MfOAT**— MJtMOP tAI. XO WBSLBlfANa 

IS KNQLAND — SCOTT's M0VKMKNT8 T. MEBKITT's WBiriNUil 

ft 

liYNN CONVKNXI.ON CONFEKKNCE RIOUTS CONVJRNTION O*' LAV- 

MjtS—- TUKXB COKKKSPONDKNCK WlIU BlBHOr WAOQU. 

This doings of the General Conference of 1836, furnish abun- 
dant evidence of a desire and a design to crush alKjlitionism. The 
success of the efforts to se<;ure that result, was, however, very far 
from hebg equal tc the expectations of many. Indeed, the imme- 
diate influence of the measures adopted to overthrow it, was favor- 
able to its extensive and permanent success. That such means 
should be made use of, by a dignified assembly of Christian miuis- 
teBB, startled thousands from thoughtless indifference to earnest in- 
quiry and active exertion. Let ns review, for a moment, the acta 
of that body. What had it done ? 

It refused to order published the Address of the Wealeyan 
Conference, which contained a declaration "that great scriptural 
principles are opposed to the continuance of slavery." 

It refused to condemn slavery, in the reply made to that Address, 

It reported against any further legislation oe slavery, although 
petitions in favor of it were signed by thousands, and presented. 

It did decidedly *' condemn modem abolitionism," by a vote of 
123 to 15, and refused to say, " we are as much as ever convinced 
of the gieat evil of slavery." 

It did wholly disclaim any right, wish or mtention, to interfere 
with davery, as it exists ia- this country, by the same vote. 

It did condemn, " unqualifiedly," " two members of the Qeoeral 
Confermce," fat speaking at an antinslarery meeting. 

It condemned as " palpable &lseboods " the vmtaket of a mem- 
ber, in speaking of the arguments used in debates on the subject of 

It advised "both ministers and people" "wholly to refrain 
from this agitating subject." 



Tlio utttual le.sulta of these proe»iediugs will ha (iovolopwU by the 
narrativo wliich we aie about to i-eUto, of the mov«mentB iu tha 
Church, tavomble toabolitiouisna, Bubsuquent to this General Con- 
feieiwe action. 

At the first sesniou of the Now fiamjiBhire Conference, U) which 
these "two menibwa of the General Conference" belonged, who 
were consured, a vote waa passed, approbating the courHe their 
tleiegutos had pursued at the General Conference. Prompted by 
Christian independence and sympathy for the slave's cause, Gkougb 
Storus withdrew from the travelling ministry, by asking a location. 
This, in tha Methodist ministry, is merely taking the control of a 
man's locomotion, thought, and speech, from the Bishop ; and 
Duming to act for himself, in the di.<ipo8al of his time and talents. 

From this time, the summer of 1836, this devoted friend of ihe 
•slave occupied himself for years exclusively in efforts to advance 
the anti-slavery enterprise. For a long time he was employed aa 
an agent of the American Anti-Slavery Society, and subsequently 
was publisher of Zion's Watchman. 

Early in the month of August, the same year, a memorial on 
slavery was prepared and sent over to the Weiileyan Conference 
in England, signed by eighty-nine anti-slavery ministers of the 
jMethodist Episcopal Church. The action of the General Con- 
ference prompted this movement. R commenced with saying : 

' ' Vknekable Fathkbs and Brjethben,— - 

"The undersigned, members of the Maine, New Hampshire, 
Oneida, New England, Genessee, Black River, and New York 
Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the United 
States of America, respectfully beg leave to address you upon the 
subject of American skvery. We are emboldened to do so, from 
a consideration of the Christian joy which you were pleaJMd to ex- 
press in your last Address, (presented by your excellent Repre- 
sentative, the Rev. W. Lord, to our Q^nend Conference at its last 
sitting in May last,) that the Methodist Connection in this ooontry 
had ' already began to resist and condemn this banefrzl system 
and especialJyvBS our General Confereace refused to publish the 
Address of our British brethren, by which our people might obtain 
a knowledge of the fraternal solicitude which is felt by them fbr«}, 
in relation to this subject, we think it proper to take tim method 
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)fi>r giving you inforinatiou of a few Lota, which we trust will sho'Y 
our Fatl^er8 and Brethren in Kughind, how much the professed 
foUowsra of Wesley iu thin oouutry need tlioir prayera and Chris- 
tian admoaitiona. 

Iu our differout aouual conference!?, as yoa are aware, proba- 
bly, we have now about three thousand travelling .ministers, and 
out of tibis nuwber we are not aware there are three hundred, who 
H/« aboliiioniatS'. who believe that holding and treating the human 
»pechs u& properttf is a sin against God, which oaght to be imtm- 
diately abandoned. 

" In our views of this great evil, we do not differ from Wesley, 
Olaike, Watfion, Coke, and the sentiments which hai'e been put 
forfti frtwa yott* venerebie body. But there are a few facts in re- 
ladoii H) the system as it exists in this country, and especially as it 
is countenanced and defended in the Methodist Dpi^opal Church, 
with which we wish our brethren on the other side of the Atlantic 
to be acquainted." 

It then speaks of — 1. The number enslaved. 2. The slave- 
trade. 3. The moral condition of the enslaved. 4. The course 
taken by the Methodist Church of this country in relatwn to this 
subject. 5. The present state of the Methodist E. Church — its 
connection with the slave system. 6. The political bearing of this 
subject ; and "7. The influence which may be successfully exerted 
against this system firom abroad. 

At the "Wesleyan Conference to which this was directed, Dr. 
Fiak was present, as the delegate from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The document was not read in open conference, because 
" they said it was not for them officially to encourage representa- 
tions "firom individuals and portions of conferences, when they Lad 
an official interchange and correspondence with the entire body." — 
(^Sw Br. Fitk's letter, 2fo. 541 Advocate if Journal.) 

" I thittk I may add," says Dr Ksk, " that the English gen- 
erally perceive the impropriety of direct interference with this 
questioa in America.^' That he was mistaken, however, is evident 
from ibis consderation. Although the reply to their first Addre.s8, 
wkich Br. Y'vak read in the conference, in no way responded to 
their itroag views against slavery, but complained of their want of 
pK^T sympathy for the American Methodists; — yet, their an- 
swer to that reply fe-affinned their detestation of slavery, in still 



HISTOKY OF aMKUIOAN SiAVERY AND ^'TmODISM. 157 • 

strotiger terms. For proof, the reader is referred to the fofurih 
chapter of this work, where it is inserted. Although the memorial 
of the eighty-nine was not puhlicly read, it was without question 
examined by very many in private, who learned therefrom what 
was much needed to give them a correct view of the question of 
slavery. Morex)ver, Mr. William Lord wa» also present, having 
returqed from America, where he had represented the Wesleyan 
Conference. "^Vhat his peisona.' feelings were toward the aboli: 
tionists, and what the probable influence exerted by him tipon the 
preachers, may be gathered from the following extrect of a letter 
from him, published in the Christian Guardian of Canada, dated, 

" Bristol, (Eng.) Feb. 20^ 1837. 
" I was greatly delighted with the sober, but. very. de(adod letcer 
of Mr. Merritt to Dr. Bangs. I think he has taken the right 
course, and the time will soon arrive when others will wi»h they 
had taken the ^uue course. It is inipossibie that the question of. 
emancipation can remain stationary in a free country. JNow that it 
is mooted, slavery must be destroyed, or it will destroy the free in- 
stitutions of the country. At the General Conferenoe, the aboli- 
tionists were in a very small miiK>rity ; before anirther, the -case 
will be greatly altered. There I envied the position in whioh 
brother O. Scott stood, making a firm siwid against the juonstraiaa 
evil, opposed by an overwhelming and influential majority, 
many of whom are haters of slavery, but had not the moral 
courage to contend with public opinion, or sincerely believed the 
abolition measures tend to the destruction of their country. But 
m in our country, so in America, the stonn will soon blow over, 
and die question of emancipation wiU become popular." 

Having again introduced to tiotioe the name of Orange 
Scott, it may be well to present at once, a view of his mov«BieBts 
in furtherance tif the anti-slavery enterprise, aftei the General 
Conference. He was removed from his pjaee as presiding elder, 
in July of 1836, and stationed in Lowell, Mass., by Bishop H«d 
dins. The mjdn cause of this removal was believed to be Aat 
would not desist from writing and* speaking on fee " ag^tatihg sob. 
'ject." During this year, Mr. Scott's labors wore attended with 
abundant success, in the conversion of sirmers, and the upbmldiiig 
of the church. Showing how perfectly consistent it was to asso- 
14 
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ciate vigorous efforte for the oveitbirow of slavery, witli the peculiar 
work and labor of the Christian miniatry. The following ^ves an 
account of this success, in connection with Br. Parker, his col- 
league. It was written, Nov. 11th, at Lowell. 

Speaking of his labors in Lowell, in 1836, he says ; 

""In lite station I now occupy there has been a continuous revi- 
val for more than three years, and more than 600 souL professed 
converaon during that time. All the preachers engaged herein 
were thorough-going abolitionists ! " 

. Of his own movements there, in connection with his colleague, 
he says : 

" Wo first aimed at securing an outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
and salvation iimong the people. We did not labor long before 
sieeing a general majiifestation of his giuce. Multitudes crowded 
to the house of prayer. The body of the church and the vestry 
too were filled. . On one occasion 75 were forward for prayers in 
the church, and 50 in the vestry above, on the same evening. More 
than 150 professed conversion — 100 joined the M. E. Church. 

" During this revival we preached and prayed for the slave, and 
such was the state of feeling in the church and congregation, that 
they were prepared with entire unanimity for the adoption of almost 
any abolition measure. I lectured publicly with the approbation of 
the church and congregation, although at the commencement of the 
year they were not one-tenth abolitionists." 

In addition to the discharge of his pastoral duties, he was found 
often, daring the year, at a distance &ora home, lecturing on slaveiy, 
and attending public conventions in several of the States. His 
presence and counsel was secured, at the formation of the Penn- 
sylvania State Anti-Slavery Society, at Harrisbnrg, Jan. 31, 1837. 
An extensive correspondence with the public, through the periodi- 
cal press, was a further evidence of a lively interest \n the VHrious 
questions a^tating the public mind, and showed a mind and heart 
capable of long continued and powerful efSoit. The pernicious le- 
KtUte of abolitionism in discouraging revivals of religion, had been 
dwelt upon at length in the pul^ic papers, by various ministers of 
distinction in the Methodist Churoh. Justice to the cause of truth 
and righteoosness, requires the insertion of a letter from him, 
tooshing that matter. It will be found to contain a correct and 
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comprehensive view of tbe cause of dedeasion in the Chui-eh, and 
Rn able refutation of the charge above noted. 

• From Zion'a WAtchman. 

DECREASE OF MEMBERS IN THE M. E. CHURCH. 

Mr. Editor : — Much has been said during the past year, re- 
specting the decrease of memDers in our church ; and still the evil 
exists. The minutes of the several annual conferences for 1836, 
just received, show a decrease in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of 1857 members for the last year ; and year before last, there was 
a much larger decrease. Thus, for the last two years the M. E. 
Charch, with h«r 650,000 church members, and her 2,900 travel- 
' ling preach ^rs, has been going astern ! How is this ? We live in 
an age and land of revivals ; tnid the doctrines of Methodism are 
carrying increasing convictions to the hearts and consciences of mil- 
lions of our fellow-citizens, that they are of God. And yet our 
church is on the retrograde march, and has been for more than two 
years ! Some sections of it have been fevored, but this is not the 
case with the great whole. A curse and a mildew seem to rest 
upon us ; and I am of the opinion, that the true cause of ouj bar- 
renness has not yet been told. It appears to me that our specula- 
tions upon this subject have amounted to but little. We have gone 
round and round the principal cause, while we have enlarged upon 
small matters and secondary things, Bui I am determined to bring 
out boldly what I believe to be the " wedgs of gold and the Baby- 
lonish garment," or the " iniqmty which is found in .us." 

There are Achans among us, a thousand times worse than Achan 
of old. He robbed God in temporal things ; we have robbed him 
of his own image I We have stolen not merely a wedge of gold, a 
Babylonish garment, and a few hundred shekels of silver, but we 
have stolen homan beings, and have made merch^dize of immor- 
tal spirits ! And even in the North, we have apolo^ed for this 
iniquity — ^we have connived at it — we have attempted to cover it 
up with the Word of God ! In most of the annual conferences, 
and in the General Conisrence assembled, we have arraigned and 
condemned the innocent. We love our iniquities and the gains of 
unrighteousness too well to bear the reproofe and ezpoeurt^s of the 
Nathans whom God has raised up 1 Tne highest eccleaastical tri* 
bunal of iba Methodist Episcopal Church has Boiemnly condemned 
the course <rf all her ministers and members who dare' to plead the 
cause of the oppressed, while it was reftised to breathe a syllable 
agaiuBt those who oppre% and rob God's intelligent oreatni'es of 
t^ir all ! I am not sorprlaed that God has sofiered destruction to 
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come upon our Book Concom, or that a blasting mildew rests upon 
many parts of oiu- work. I doubt not that there are heavier thun- 
derbolts in resei-ve for us, if we, repent not. Our glory, it is to be 
feared, is fast departing and dying away, It appears that the lan- 
guage of the prophet Ezekiel to ancient Tyre, is as applicable to us 
as it was to her. 

" Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth — and I have set thee 
80 ; tbut thou wast upon the holy juountain of God ; thou hast 
yrjJked up and down in the midst of the sftones of fire. 

" Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day thou wast created, 
till iniquiiy was found in thee . 

•* By the multitude of thy merchandize they have filled the midst 
of tj^ Tvith Yjoleuce, and tkou hast sinned. Therefore I will cast 
thee out £s profane out of the mountain of God ; and I will destroy 
thee, O coveriDg cherub, from the midst of tho stones of fire. 

Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine in- 
iquities, by the iniquity of thy tka^fic ; therefore will I bring forth 
a fijre irom the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring 
iihee to ashes upon the eiurUi, in the sight of all of them that behold 
thee."— Ezekiel xxviii. ; 14, 15, 16, 18. 

The Methodist Church has stood forth in prosperity, as the 
anointed ch«:ab that cov«reth. She " has dwelt upon the holy 
mountain of God," and she " has walked up and down in the midst 
of the stones of fere I" She was " perfection in her ways " from 
the day that she was created, " till iniquity was found in her I" 
But she has made *' raerehandize " of the souls of men, and " vio- 
lence " is in .the midst of her ; and she " has sinned." She ha^ 

" defiled " her " sanctuaries " by the iniquity of her " laArwc." 
« » « « « « « # « « 

y 

Dr. Fisk ^ves it as his opinion, that one cause of our decrease 
<rf members is our agitation of the subject of slavery. Similar 
opmions have been expressed by others. By " oujr agitation " is 
meant, I suppose, abolitionism. If it were affirmed that an oppo- 
wflya to abolitiodisiQ has been a curse to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the assertion would be supported by too many facts to ad- 
mit of Buecessfia} contradicticm. But when it is intimated that an 
oppc^tion to slavery has produced a decrease of members, stub- 
wstn &cts are contradicted. 

The New England and New Hampshire Conferences h^ye been 
the h<a beds abolition ; and in both these eon&renees there has 
been, during the last two years, a nett gain of 2ii41 members ! And 
tibia, too, in th&t part of the country where, the hotted ar(H-slav«ry 
baUle0 have been fought. Where presiding elders iMld prfUMJhars 
h»r« lectured k|»o slavery, attended anU-siavejry meetings, ai}d 



mSTQKY OF AMEKICAN SLAVKRY AND MfitHODISMv 161 



spoken out in tones of thunder from the pulpit and through the 
press against ordained rohhery, and Christian mctmiom^t^r, our 
gain for the last tv. ' ■ years has been about tax per ceut. Had the 
gain in aU our pro-slavery conferences been equal to ours, 5a the 
stead of losing several thousands, we should h&ye gained about 
80,000 members! The nett gain iu the New Hampshire Confer- - 
ence haa been,- for the last two years, a lit^,le le«» than twoyerwnt,, 
or about 38 mombers. The Maine CQOf^resnc© has lo^ 9li$-»t4ii« 
Philadelphia Conference ^ 1347 — and the Baltimore Conference 
2255 ! All these Conferences have passed anti-abolitioji r««di\tipn3, 
and have strongly opposed the discussion of the slave question ! 
This speaka voluines I Put this- and that together. Br. J'isk 
and others vt. fact§. Anti-^abolition alias pro-alavery measures vs. 
revivals ! In the station I now occupy, there has been a perpetual 
revival for more than three years, and not less, prob?ibly, than 600 
or 800 souls have been converted to God in thosse revivals ! And 
yet all the preachers who have been employed in this station duiing 
this period, have bew thorough-gping aJjoUtionists 1 1 Add to this, 
George Thompson, the fanatic, and mawy other abpIitiQn««fc«tjfifl{- 
rics, nave lectured here frequently during the last three years, and 
1500 or more have been added to the anti-slavery societies in this 



In many other parts of omx conference, abolitionism and tocuaaioa 
h^ve bad nearly a« ruiuioas an eflfect uppn the cause of (fod I 

It is not, pretended that revivals of religion are confined to abo- 
litionists ; but it does appear from facts, that to say the least, aboli- 
tionism is not an "unhallowed flame," or abolitionists poor fiillon 
backsliders. I think it may b^ safely said, that three^urths of all 
the revivals vfithin the bounds of this conference, during the last 
yeftr, were brought about through the instrumentality of ajwlition- 
ist«.' Many of our brethren, however, who differ from ui^ in senti- 
ment, on the great question, have been blessed and fa,vored of the 
Lord ; and in this I rejoice. 

There has been a decrease in most of the slaveholding oonfer- 
ences for two years past — though in two or three of thpm there 
has been an increase, and in one or two considerable increase. And 
yet, take the whole of our slaveholding conferences together, w^ 
number about 2500 less than we did two years ago. Pittsburgh, 
Ohio, Indiaiaa, and Illinois Conferences have been among the fa- 
vored, la Oneida «nd Genesee, there has been a lar^fE^ng off. 
Out of 22 annual confierenoes, 12 have fewer members noi;^ t^gi^ 
they had two years ago I These are mostly slaveholdhlg cojifeygpr 
ces, and such as have taken decided measures a^unst' the aboUtioR- 
isrts ! I am not aware, however, that the Oneida and Genesee Cou- 
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ferenoes hme arranged themselves on the side of oppressor, or in 
other words, against immediate emancipation, tliough they have sus- 
tained a loss. However true it may he, that there has '^ee > an in- 
crease in some of the elaveholding conferences, yet it is alffo Loe, 
that the principal part of our deficiency for two years past, has been 
in those conferences, and in sueh as have violently opjwsed the 
doctrines and measures of the abolitionists ; while there has been a 
gain in both of oar abolition conferences, ' and in one of them a 
large gain. <^ Facts are stubbokn things. 0. vScott. 
LoiceU, Nov. 25, 1886. 

At the annual .conference for 1837, Mr. Scott declined taking an 
appointment for that year, and occupied his time travelling at large 
and lecturing on slavery, as often as impaired health would allow. 
Ho attended the annual sessions of the Maine, Now Hampshire, 
Erie, Oneida, and Genesee Conferences, and lectured in numerous 
intermediate places, to large and attentive audiences. Several of 
these conferences formed anti-slavery societies. The reception given 
him was generally cordial ; but, in some instances, he was wounded 
" in the house of his firieads." At the Oneida Conference, which 
began Aug. 30, 1837, at Courtlandville, N. Y,, Bishop Hedding 
delivered his Address on Slavery. When he concluded, George 
Peck, D. D., now editor of the Methodist Quarterly Review, rose 
and oflfered two resolutions,. condemning 0. Scott by name, as guilty 
of insulting the conference, or to that effect, by commencing a course 
of lectures on slavery in the place. The Bishop had declared he 
would not tender to Mr. Scott the usual introduction to the confer- 
ence. But now he interrupted Mr. Peck, stating that he hai not 
designed to introduce Br. Scott, because he might be understood as 
approving of his course, which he deemed disorderly and irregular. 
But now he would do it, as he might wish to speak to this resolu- 
tion. Hew equivocal the compliment which this conferred. In- 
troduced as a " disorderly and irregular " person ! 

"When the mover had finished his speech, Schuyler Hoes very 
shrewdly inquired of the Bishop if these resolutions came within 
&e items cf business laid down in the Discipline. The Bishop said 
they were not proper conference business, but he had told Br. Scott 
that he considered his conduct disorderly and irrfegular, and there' 
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fore he would put the resolutions to vote. They wsre, however, 
withdrawn. An opportunity had been offered for publicly attacking 
0, Scott, and that sulBced. But anti-alavery principles took deep 
root in the Methodist churches, and spread far and wide, iu the 
face of all opposition. 

Among the adherents to the cause, xnany of whom caiae iuto 
the ranks during this period, and afterwards rendered great service, 
there was one whom all reverenced and loved — ^the venerable 
Timothy Merritt, of the New England Conference. From 1832 to 
3.836 he was editor of the Christian Advocate and Journal. For 
want of correct information respecting the designg of the abolition- 
ists, he had for some time stood aloof from them, and disapproved 
their doings. The first indication of a different feeling, was given 
in a letter to Br. Bangs, which was alluded to by Mr. Lord, in an 
extract to be found in the former part of this chapter. He con- 
demns slavery ; admits that abolitionists may be Imprudent, but 
contends for co-operating with them in their design to overfiurow 
slavery, and plainly ictimates that snrh. shall be his course. This 
letter was read with interest and satisfaction by many ; but by others 
with surprise and alarm. Dr. Fisk replied to it, and pressed upon 
Br. Mcrritt's attention what he called "-the principles of the ultra 
abolitionists," quoting in opposition thereto, the argument of the 
Counter Appeal, which he declared " no sophistry has been able to 
evade." This was ably answered by Br. Merritt, who defended 
abolitionism, and triumphantly refuted the arguments of the Coun- 
ter Appeal, and showed how inconsistent good men were who op- 
posed the abolitionists. The Doctor replied to this, in i ji efifort to 
justify his position, and repel the arguments of hin opponent, ex- 
pressing a determination at the close, to withdraw from the discus- 
sion. A candid review of the discussion justifies the conclusion 
that Dr. Fisk was completely fbUed in the argument. An aoalyse 
of the discussion is tius presented by Zion's Watchman, in an ed- 
itorial : , 

" Dr. Fisk's reply to the Rev. T. Merritt, which will b© found 
in our present number, we hope' will receive the impartial attention 
of all our readers. On the following pomts, it wXL be seen th$ 
Dr. makes no reply to brother Merritt at all : 
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1. Tto quesfcioii at issue between tlie abolitiouista and their oppo- 
nents. Brother Merritt quoted fi-ODi the " Appeal " and " De- 
fence,*' and also, from l>r. Fisk himself, to show, that he had niis- 
fltated this question. But the Dr. make.'? no retraction nor correc- 
tioij of any kind. This is more remarkable, because it is not the 
first time that Dr. Fisk has given his brethren from whom he dif- 
fers, just cause of complaint against him, for misstating and evading 
the question at issue, between him and them. 

2. Brother Merritt drew an argurnent against slavery, from the 
well known meaning of two Greek words, and the language em- 
ployed by the apostles, b'at the Dr. gives this argument the go-by. 

3. Another argument was drawn from tho fact that the i^ew Tes- 
tament doas condemn, expressly, every part and particle of which 
slavery is composed. No notice is ti&en of this argument by the 
Boctor. ' 

4. Brot^r Merritt particularly requested Dr. F. to say what that 
kind of slavery is, which " frees the slaveholder from guilt." To 
this the Dr. makes no reply. 

5. Brother Merritt complained of the Dr. for misrepresenting his 
Tsews of the measures of the abolitionists. The Dr. makes no ex- 
planation, no retraction- 

6. Brotiier Merritt quoted the language of Dr. Fisk, in which 
he declared befpre the Wealeyan Oonferenee, that he believed 

slavery was evil, only evil, and that continually and he re- 
quested the Dr. to '* name one thing " which he, :t the other Meth- 
odists, who opposed the abolitionista, were doing to remove this 
evil. To this request no answer is given. 

7. Brother Merritt pressed an argument, ad hominem, against 
the Dr's opposition to the anti' slavery cause, based on his course 
in relation to tbe subject o*f temperance. The Dr. makes no reply. 

8. Br. Fisk tried hard, in his first letter, to make it appear, that 
tiie Bev. Mr. Merritt was really no more of an abolitionii^ than 
hiiBselt Brother Merritt replies to this, and shows, in five distinct 
partieolars, wherein he agrees with the abolitionists, and requests 
nrotiber to state how for he agrees with him in those particTi- 
lars. On these points Dr. Fisk mokes no reply. 

9. Btotber Merritt made a very special request, that Dr. Ksk 
should g^ve his 0{dn«n as to what Idnd of an " «vU " he Believed 
i^v«rf to be, wb^er & moral or a poUtie<d evil. And this t«- 
qaest, also, is passed over in total ealence. 

We 'regret these and similar omisnons on the |»rt of Dr. Fisk, 
IBiWe k^ansd tre know thai great aBtad|»tionB haVe been 
rafefld tinxmg^ th^ eoantry , to have those points fimrly and thoroagMy 
iavei(i|&ted by himself iuid theBev. 3&. Meiritt, into whos« hands 
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tlio coutroversy had so happily fallen. These bretJareu, it. is 'well 
known, have long had the confidence of our entire community, and 
it was believed that they were fully competent to do the eubject 
ample justice ; and hence, we believe, thousands on both sides of 
the question will be disappointed, on learning that Dr. Eiek winds 
up a discussion, which he himself begun, by writing two letters only, 
and afler omitting some points as important as those we have no- 
ticed above." 

A few weets after this, Mr. Merritt published an address to the 
members of the M. E. Church, that was instrumental of great good 
in the cause di anti-slavery. Prof. Whedoq, by Dr. Fisk's request, 
resumed the controversy, and addressed a labored argument to Br. 
Merritt, on the meaning of certain texts. This was, no doubt, 
deemed by its author an irrefutable argument, and it an abk 
effort. But it was replied to, at Bro. Merritt's request, by Fred- 
erick P. Traoy, a junior preacher in the New Skig and Conference", 
and completely exploded. No reply to this was ever attempted. 

The writings of individuals have been thus particularly noted, 
because by this means alon^, were they able to ^ve utterance to 
their anti-shivery opinions. And individual efforts in writing and 
speaking were, for a longtime, the sole instrumentality used. By 
reference to the third chapter, it will be found that the anhuAl oon- 
ferences were not allowed to act on this question against slavery, up 
to the present time. The importance of mutual consultation and 
concentrated action were very generally acknowledged among the 
abolitionists. This gave rise to Methodist Anti-Slaveiy Conven- 
tions. The first in New England was held Oct. 25, 1837, at 
Lynn, Massacliusetts. Its deagn was set forth ia a " Call," whicb 
was signed by about seven hundred nude members and miui^rs, 
from within the bounds of four different coWferei^es. 

The Convention was organized by appointing tbe following offi- 
cers: — President, Hon. Seth Spr«gue, Duxbury, Mass. F»c«- 
jPresidents, Eev. Jos. A. Merrill, Wilbraham, Mass., Bev. Timo- 
thy Merritt, Lynn, B«v. Jared Petkins, Poitamouth» N. H., and 
Solomon Weeks, Esq., Marlbofou^, Mara. Seeretarie9, Rev. 
La Eoy Sunderland, New York, Rev. 1). t. Robinson, Northfield^ 
N. H., Rev. James Porter, Worcester, Jfass., Rev. F. P. Xnnfj, 
Newbury. Mass. 
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The (Jonvention issxiod a declarntion of sentiniDiita, ombra<;ii;g 
thoir views of slavery — the respiHisibility of tho church -uiid tlio 
nae«aares to bo adopted for the overthrow of slavery. Au olab>>- 
rate and ably written report was also issued, prepare(i by Jtjtham 
Horton ; and a series of resolutions, expressive of their fet^liugs 
and detfirmlnatiooa, were unaniuiously adopted, and published. 

It will have been observed, that in the progress of tho uiiti-sluvery 
movement in the ehurch, an unexpected difficulty obstructed its 
course. After the annual conferences were prepared, by a convic- 
tion of duty, U) condemn slavery, they were prevented by the Bi.sh- 
ops, who assumed it to be their prerogative to decide what business 
ehoold be done in the conferences that was not expressly named in 
tho Discipline. The right to adopt resolutions on moral subiect.s 
was not thuB specified, and they forbid it unless the resolutions 
were, in their o^muon, correct and »^roper. This subject was nijit- 
ter of much discussion. It claiued a share of attention at tho 
convention just named, and for a long time the discussion of " Con- 
ference Rights " occupied many able pens. A sketch of it Ls ne- 
fceasaiy to a full view of the subject of this history. A committee 
on this subject was appointed at the Lynn Convention. The ven- 
erable Timothy Merritt was chairman. The foUoving are extracts 
from the report : 

" The committee to whom was referred the subject ot Ooafereuce 
rights, beg leave to report : 

That thgr exceedingly regret the necessity which has imposed 
upon this Convention the duty of expressing an opinion upon a sub- 
ject involving, as this does, the official conduct of some among us, 
for whom we entertain sentiments of the most profound respect and 
esteem. In exprc^adng this opinion, however, v o beg it may iie 
distinctly understood and remembered, that we are but perfurmiu;^ 
a solemn duty, which, we believe, has been imposed upon us, by 
the course wWeh has been taken by some of the superintendents of 
the Methodist B. Church — a course which has denied to annual 
conferences what they believe to have been their just rights. So 
far, therofcHre, as we believe any of our conferences have been nn- 
juirtly deirived <^ certain rights, it would seem but proper, in view 
of what has been said and done on the other side of this question, 
that an opinion should be expressed by this Convention on this 



iiuhject. It litui U)uu uiiuriuud Ity Mmut of our biahupa, that armiiai 
ooiiforouiHiM imvo ii»> ri(//dn but mvh m aio hjWiUttjd iri tU*s Dm 
oipljjio, and of fcioiiic of thoat^ it would Hceiu that our BiBbops c^laiui 
to be the h<»Io judgert, at leant in the, inltirvalrt of the (Jenerj*! Con 
ferejicoH. 

Mights claimed by the Omifereiucf . 

If we uDderutAiid this aubjoct, jtho righttfi claime<l by some of our 
annual conferences, and of which they think they Itave bee i uii 
justly deprived, are such as involve moral obliyaiiom, — oblij^atioiiM 
impoeed upon them by what our Diwnplino prono.unees a " great 
evu and an ovil which exists in the Chunsh of •which we are 
members. The cries of suffering humanity, Jind of those , rishing 
for lack of knowledge, urge us«on to the performance of "iose du- 
ties, which some of our presidents have prohibited. 

But iu approaching this subject we protest against the supposition 
that this defence of conference rights, rights which are common to 
all Protestant ecclesiastical bodies, does in any way conflict with 
the proper ditties imposed by the Discipline upon our Church 
officers. We have no controversy with Lpiscopacy, as stick. Our 
object is simply to maintain our own rights as Cnristians, and Chris- 
tian ministers, in the proper discharge of our duties to (rod, and 
our fellow men. 

Ground assumed by the Bis/iops. 

The ground assumed by two of our biahopa. is, that they are ni>/ 
obliged to put any question to the vote, in an annual coqference, 
excepi sucn as is specified in the Discipline ; and that an annual 
conference is not obliged to do any other businest). It is admitted 
that an annual conference caanot force its {resident to put any 
question to the vote, whether specified in the Discipline or not , 
neither can the president forne the conference lo do any busineas, 
more or less. But it appears to your committee tkat both the na- 
ture and fitness of things, requires annual conferences to do all 
the bixsiness, which, in their judgment, the interest* frf the Church 
demacd ; provided Luey do not conflict with the provision* of the 
charter. Ihe Conference, we think, should be the judge, (provi- 
ding it keeps within the provisions of the charter) as to what busi- 
ness the interests of the Church require to be done. A whole 
conference may err ; but will it be as likely to err as one man 't Is 
it safe for one hundred to give up their solemn judgment to one 1 
And above all, ought the one to require this of the many ? If the 
many do this once, may they not be called upon to^do it again f 
and if they do it on one subject, may they not be required to do 
it on others 1 If annual conferences are under mond obligatioDa 
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fed exbri iikmx influenoe to promote vfli&t they soleiimW beliere to be 
the best intercats of the Obiirch, then it 'follows, as a matter of 
co»iree, that no mm has a right to prevent thdk doing this. 

Absurdities. 

To suppose that ca^. mm can be \mdcr a laorsil obligation to pre- 
vent a hundred others froro petforaxing v^hat they conscieutiously 
believe to be a Oh'TstiSa duty, is^ absurd. Ana to suppose the 
conscienee of a weadent is the standard by wHch the consciewces 
of the whole body are to be tested, is equally abawrd. . The presi- 
dent has a conscience as •well as the membsra ; and if he cannot 
consdentioiMily perform the dutjep of tlie chair, he c*n resign his 
office. ]Sut while he fills the chay, has he any right tp make his 
conscientious scruples a, pretext for, laying heavy burdens on thp 
consciences of hundreds of mimstei-s and thousands of Church 
members? The Conference does tohai it does, oa moral sobjectSj 
V'tider a sense of moral oWigation. Tbe president puts these 
matte3ES to the vote, uot bec(^»4se he believes the measure jZiWftctpiW 
or injudicious, but because he is ppjesiDSNX. He has not been 
appointed to that office to do certain things, and nothing else ; bnJ 
to put to the vote any businc^ the Conference may vrish to act^ unon, 
providing it keep within the provisions of the constitution. , A»<i 
if it be contrary to ,the Discipline to express an opinion on the 
evils of slavery, let it be shown. If, therefore, an annual confer- 
ence feels itself reli^nsly bound to oppose any an, and especially 
«ach am as the Discijidine acknowledges to 1)6 moral evils, the presi- 
dcEft ^ have no right to prevent such expre^ion of opinion ; and 
to do so, is to esfcablifllV a principle dangetotis as & precedhd, 
oppressive in its fM^ro and fene^c^. 

i)i4ai]s>linw^ an^koritif for Co^fertmt a^an. 

As t» iiie atithori^ fpr conference action on the subject of slavoiy, 
m vrould remark, 

In the first jflace, tbere is aothing in the Discipline which for- 
bids -cxpresfflDg in conference cajwicity an opinion on the evils of 
slavery. And the plainest principle^ of Chrytinnity show, that in 
the v^ nahtre of phiv^Sy a body of Cbtis^an tnihistere mnst have 
a right, in their associated cipacrty^itb bxtrcss an bplnldn bh what 
l3i^ believe to be a thosral tiuestibn. Aba so hamati tribnnal can 
pp^ly deprive' tljein of these rights rJf iconsiiiettce and opinion 
Secondly,^ Oftie lMsciplin^ not only proV^es, ihat every pehibn " 
•^xjtf itheee oocasipns," [^t the contereucesj tmf . " freely 
"^hater^riiin his heart,*' but expressly declares, iJjat we are aH 
nai*3h?ai5 e\-ier t^nvinc^ of tho gf^ctt evil of siavcnj ; and " the 
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bujing of men, vfoiTsen, and cL-ildrcn, with an intention to enslave 
them,", is as strongly j>rohibited in the DiscipHne, as drunkeoneaa 
and fighting. To , pveteiid, therefore, that the Discipline of the ' 
Methodist E. Church gives no authority to a company of Methodisf; 
pr&aehers, in coafereiiee asseaibled, to oppose -what it'opposej, 
[i. c. slavery,] u absurd! 

Proper (hnfisrence Btmncss. 

The bishop 7*^ ■ Oonference, but merely the president. 
As presided, he ^ right to refuse to do the proper dntifts of 
the chair ; apd the pioper dxities of the chair extend to all proper 
conference bussness ; a»(l all biisiness, wkich is not contrary to 
the Discipline, and 'which is in accordance with the genius of 
Methodism, is proper conference business. Bishop Hcdding has 
defined pwper conference business to be, " such business as is 
specified in the Discipline, either by express provision, implication, 
or inference and in such laatters, he said, he was under obliga- 
tion to put all questions to the vote. Then he is under obligation 
to put anti-slavery resolutions to the vote. How is it possible for 
the Methodist Discipline to oppose slavery as strongly as it does, - 
and give no " inferential "or " implied " authority to a conference 
of Methodist preachers to. oppose it? But suppose it does not ; "rill 
it be pretended at this late period, that Christians have no right to 
oppose all sin without human authority, or that human suthority 
can deprive them of this right ! We hope not. 

As Bishop Hedding is referred to by name, etjuity requires the 
insertion of an extract from bis address on tWs snbjeet : 

" It has been said, ' It is the prerogative of the (annual) con- 
ference to decide what business they w?U do ; aod token they will 
do it.' But I deny it-— this is assuming the rights of the (reneml 
Conference, and usurping a control over the preadent of an annual 
conference, which no body of men has a right to exorcise but the 
General Conference. And because I was nnwilling to subtait to 
this usurpation, I have been severely censured. I haVe beon un? 
justly, repeatedly, and cruelly held up to public view, by certain 
inconsiderate; writers, as one who infringed on the * rights ' of mj 
brethren, merely because t did not consent to do what I was under 
no obligations to do — what I was bound by no law to do, and what 
I had never {promised to do. And more than this, the acts I was 
called upon to do, were such as I believ^ it wr^g for me to da, 
and this, I be&eve, was well nnderstood by those who oensoreid me. 
Tlie men who have written again4 'me, have "«mtteni agpinst the 
General Conference- also, and thereby bave clearly shown that they 
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disregard ' . e authority of the Chm-clj in any departtcent, unteas ife 
shall CO- ^Mit to adopt their cwjed, and to follow their measures. 
Then* ' *,s appeared to be a strong closire iu these men to drive me 
intf ' ,ja8ure«? which they knew I believecl to be wrong, and which 
th. knew also would bo likely to bring riie into collision with "the 
r joral Conference, as well asAvith some of the annuijl conferences. 

ensures, hints of wrongs wher no wrongs were, and even threats 
*jave been employed to acexiraplifii this work of tyranny. 

. If an annu;^ coirference possessed such rights as these writers 
have supposed, it piigi\)t legally censure the very G-enerai-Confer- 
enee who gives it existence, and do other things wl^ch* would scatr 
ter our connection to the four wiuds. And yet, because I could 
not acknowledge such ' rights,' I have been indirectly accused of 
attempting to ' rule ' a conference. I have attempted no such 
thing — have only claimed the right to rule myself in my official 
duties — ^to judge for myself, as I must answer for myself, what it is 
lawftil and expedient for me to do ; that is, what motion T may or 
may not properly put to vote in an annual conference. And al- 
though I could not with propriety submit a question of this sort to 
the dictation of a few individuals, or to the dedaou of an annual 
conference, yet, I have uniformly acknowledged my responsibility 
to the General Conference, whose agent I am, and to wnom I am 
amenable for acting or not acting in all such case,:. Yet, individ- 
iials have demanded of me, on the ground of * rights,* services 
which the General Conference never required, and thereby have 
aitempted to govern me. 

This subject' lias been connected \yith the ' ri^ts ' of our people 

to send petitions to the annual conference. Thai; the people 

have a right to petition the general or annual conference I cheer- 
fully admit And that an annual conference ought to attend to 
their petitions on all business which the Discipline requires such 
conference to dorl admit hIso, and this is all the business we have 
covenanted with the people to do in an amiuol conference. But 
when they petition us to do such things as;are foreiign to qjir diiiy, 
I deny their right to, require us to spend our time and strfength m 
doing t^ose tilings. If they ask us to do a thing for tis a nivor, 
ire will cheerfully do it, if we can conastently ; but if 'Ca^ij demand 
Buch service as.a ' right,' tbey must allow us to judge of oar own 
obUgaUons and duties. 

!ote great subject; on which tibis demand on oar I^cm and servica 
is claimod, is slavery. And J hfiye never refused to, aUedd to it in 
ftnnnal conferoaces> ^ far as my time, health and obligations to the 
whole Cburcb wotdd fidm Bat what I have done, I have dono 
on principles ot coiirSiffy, not on the ground of obligation, or ' riight,* 
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for it. is proper for me to do many things to oblige my friends, which 
neither friends nor enemies could demand of me on the ground of 
' JiiGHTs.' And my respected colleague, who has l)een represented 
to the public as taking to himself undue authority at tho last sesaion 
of the New England Conference, acted, eo far aa I know, on the 
earoe principle I have. He offered to put to vote a motion to 
appoint a committee to consider and report on petitions and memo- 
rials from the people on that subject, oa such conditions as he 
deemed consistent vrith his obligations to the General Conference 
and to the whole Chur«h. But his conditiono were rejected, and 
the reason why he declined to proceed and act in the case, was, 
cMms were made on the part of the friends of the cause of modem 
abolitionism, to which the president could not, in his judgment, 
constitutionally submit. For they claimed the ' right,'' as a con- 
ference to appoint a committee to consider and report on said me- 
moriala, as also the right to act in a conforenoe capacity on any 
report from such committee." 

A more extended notice of this discussion is not necessary. Tho 
single point in dispute was this : Had the Bishops power to decide 
what was proper conference business, without allowing in. appeal 
from that decision to the conference 1 But the Discipline of the 
Church had not specified this as their prerogative. Hence the con- 
troversy. During the discus.sion the editors of the Advocate and 
Journal took sides with the Bishops. But the editor of the Maine 
Wesleyan Journal sided with the New England and New Hamp- 
shire Conferences, '.rhe presiding elders of various quarterly con- 
ferences assumed the same prerog^itives, and refused 'to allow the 
coMereaesB to condemn slavery. The result was a long continued 
and fearful agitation pf the Church. On one district in the New 
England Conference, the coori^ of the |a«siding eld^ wad so offeo- 
eive to the people, that iibey refused to sappoort him, and petitioned 
for his lemoviil. Although iu advance of otlier &ct3 to be noted^ 
its connection with the subject under conaderation will justify an 
introduction of it here in detail. In August, 1839, the foUo?ring 
call was issued Zion's Watchman, and Zion's £^^d. Before 
the convention was held, between four and five hundred names were 
atiiuihed to it, embracing &e most intelligent and inflaen^ of the 
xoale members of the Chuxch on thak district. 
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For Zion's Hcral«, 

Bko. BaowN : — We wish you to publish the following call, Trith 
the cufieaatt«cb^ to it, ia tae nex4 number of the Herald, and in 
the'^number following, the call mthout the names. 

Joel Haydeis Willtamsbui^h ; Thomas Musgtaves, Northamp- 
ton ; J. J. Bassttfc, Springfield ; S. R. B- Lewis, Westfield ; D. 
S. Jones, Gx-»>enfleid ; Jasper Bemeut, Ashfield ; D. S. Hastings, 
Blpndfbi.' ; W. B- Alden, Ludlow. 

A CAhh FOB A CONVKWENCE OS LAYMJSN. 

We, iho tinderaigned; lay members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chwv:^ on Spviagfield District, after due deliberation and consulta- 
tion — are of opinion that it is a duty we owe to ourselves and the 
Church to which we belong, to give a imited and decided expression 
of our opinion in reltrfion to the oppressive course pursued by the 
JVesidtnff JSlder during the last year. And inasmuch as he haa 
been re-appointed to the District this year — contrary to our known 
wishes and remonstrances — we therefore recommend that a confer- 
ence of the LMty of the District be held at Williamsburgh, Mass., 
on ThMTtday the 29th day of Augpist, 1839, to consult on the 
most judicious course to be pursued under existing circomstanees.'' 

Hie convention was held ; Abel Bliss of Wilbraham, presided. 
A committee was appointed to correspond with Bishop Waugh, and 
request the removal of the presiding elder. 

The committee, before named, wrote to the Bishop as follows : 

. Sj^ng^U, August SOih, 1839. 

'vBjtv. AND DsAB Sib: — The undersigned, being a cMnmittee 
app<;»nted by a convention of the laity, held at Williamsburgh, Mass., 
on the .29tji inst., have the honor of addressing jou for the purpose, 
a«TnsfcmeJed, of Teqtiesting the removal of the Rev. Daniel Dor- 
db«^£ram kk "pUm, m preading elder of lAie SfMingfield district ; 
»sd> fih^i present to ycwur neties the fttUowios gQn^men, either 
of whom, in wo opinioD of the oonventiou, wooid be aeoeptahle aoA 
usefiU as president of the district. £Here follow the names.]} 

B^ aeefdred, dear sir, that the aboye rec^uest and presentation are 
nade by Qliom tthb aocerely desire ibe prosperity of the Methodist 

€%arol> ; and w1io» »lso» dephaie the neoesntj of this measore, 
|Mtt40Qwiqg t^ pf^Meoe9^ D. Dorefaesteri^orsiBiijjan usdess, (sit 
o|iDion in, which we think tho Bishop wouU f^Hy oonour, omild h» 
hat travel the district,) they can no longer witness the desolation^ 
of our beloved Zion, witilout another emit for the restoration of 
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j)eace> tinion sud prosperity to this now distracted and gulfoying dis- 
trict. 

Youra, in the boadg of a fioe and peaceful gospel, 

J. J. Babsktt, 
Denis Cook." 

To tbat he thus replied : 

" Bakimor. , S^t. llth, 1839. 
" Messrs. J. J. Bassett, and Denis Cook, 

" Dbar Bretheen : — I have recei fed a communication from you, 
dated 30th ult., saying, that you were a committee appointed by a 
convention of the laity, held at Williamsburg;h On the 29th, and 
instructed to request the removal of Rev. Daniel Dorehester ftotti 
his pkeo a-s presiding elder of Springfield District, and ali», to 
name certain gentlemen of the district. You fiartiier state, that the 
above request and presentation, are made by those who sincerely 
desire the prosperity of the Methodist E. Church ; who while they 
deplore the necessity of the measure, they (deenring the presence 
of D.' Dotchester worse than useless,) cannot longer witness the 
desolation of Zion, without another efifort for thd i^sAomtion of 
peace, union aad prosperity to your now distracted and suffering 
district ; and you finally express a conviction that I would concur 
if I could but see your unhappy condition. Tias is the substance 
of your communication. Now, dear brethren, while I beUeve tha* 
Zion does, indeed, moom on your di^aiet, uid while I raoom on 
that account, I have no reason to believe tiMA &6 esmsB of hat 
desolation are to be found in either the talents, piety, or conduct of 
your presiding elder. Does he refuse or neglect to do the ttnties 
of a presiding elder as laid down and Sj^ified in the boc* of dis- 
cipline ? Is there anght against his Clhristjan or ministerial (shmaiet^ 
, I attended closely to the chaises preftnred against him at the kte 
session of the New England Confsrenco—to Sje; testimony, and ita 
application, in their iavestiffation ; and the conviction on my mind 
was thoroiich and abiding, mat if brother Dorchester had allowed 
matters and things not required by the Discipline, to be introdweed 
into, and acted upon, b his quairterly toeeting oooferences, in 
opposition to tl» solemn advice <^ the General t/offference, tiiere 
would nothafe been a complaint heard a^dnst him. In the absence 
of all specific objection in your request for his removal, (to sw 
nothing of the anti-Methodist character of your converitton, and 
without charging this irregularity to ito^ true cause, whteh kaa ial<50 
oponted yoor moumfol desdlations,) I aivBst itespeotFidUy iu&ciu 
you, that i do not see enffident oau£e to t«mov« blOBbor Dtorchsster 
from ther Springfield District. 

Respectfully yours, B. Waogh. 

15 • 
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In a lettev U> Mv. Dorcliesier, as quoted by Wuu Livesey^ ia 
Zion'a Herald of Nov. 6, 1839, the Bishop says : " There were 
remonstrances against your return," but, he adds, Bisfacp Soule 
and myself both thought that the int^^reste of Methodism required 
your return, and you wei-e therefore re-appoi\ited." On this a brief 
comment is nflered : What ia " Methodism " ? What " interests " 
are those referred to by the Bishops ? That the wishes of the peo- 
ple were not regaided as expository of Methodism, is evident from 
the fdid ttat they objected to his appointment generally. That the 
petsooal feelings of Mr. Dorchester were not taken as expresave of 
Metbodistio views, is shown in the letter of Bishop Waugh, just 
referred to. He says to Mr. Dorchester, " I distinctly remember 
your aversion to a re-appointment, and that you only submitted to 
it in view of the l^damental principles of our itinerant system." 
That the peace of the district, and prosperity of the Church, ia the 
converaon of souls, was not conteflnplated as " the interests of Meth- ' 
odism," would seem evident fit)m their knowledge of the sufiering 
condition of the district, and the obnoxious character of the man 
whom they apipointed over it — ^is not this what is meant ? Methodism 
is that system of ecclesiastical arrangements adopted for thei govemr 
ment of the Church, whose interests are identified witli the Episco- 
pal prerogatives of absolute control over all appointments in the 
ministry, and over the proceedings of the several annual conferences. 
To maitttain tius system, adde from considerations of utility or expe- 
diency, woold seem to be what is meant by acting as the authorities 
did on behalf of " the interests of Metho^sm." 

From a desire to connect important facts of a kindred class, the 
namtiye has anticipated dates, and passed over incidents that de- 
serve special menUon, but which will be deferred to the coming 
chapter. But in coaneedon wiih the controven^ just now adverted 
to, whicli grew out of denying to the quarterly cc ."erences tho 
ri^t to judge for themselves in matters coming beiore them, I 
ffcn the foUowiog extract from an editorial in the Maine Wesloyan 
Journal of 1888 : the edittw, Gr. F. Cox, was not an aboiitioDist. 
It is here quoted firom Zion's Watefaman of Feb. 10. 1838. 
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" But we reply thirdly, and which, we tnist, will settle the ques- 
tion, — The decision of the General Conference of 1804, places it 
beyond a doubt. It vr&s there said—" Quarterly conferences are 
clothed with judiciary power — ^presiding elders, as chairmen, pre- 
serve order and settle questions of order, but not of law, apart 
from the court over which they preside." [See an account of the 
se&sion of that conference, by a member of the venerable body, in 
the Western Christian Advocate of 1836.] And this decision, ir; 
will be borne in mind, was made when the rules of our Church 
were made, and that too, after a long discussion upon this very 
point. 

And we say this should settle the general question ; because the 
presiding elders have all the powers of the Bishop given tx) them 
in the district over which they preside. And their trust is dele- 
gated to them in the same phraseology, as that which conveys the 
trust to the Episcopacy. The language of the Discipline is, in 
reference to the Bishops : " They shkll preside in our conferences 
— shall change, receive and suspend preachers — shall travel through 
the connection at large — shall oversee the sptrittcal. and temporal 
business of the (^hurch." The trust is conveyed to the presiding 
elder in the following words : " To travel through his appointed 
district — to take charge of all the elders, deacons, travelling and 
local preachers, and exhort on his diatriefe — to change, receive and 
suspend preachers during the intervals of the conferences, and in 
the absence of the Bishop — ^to preside in the conferences in the 
absence of the Bishop — to oversee the ^ritual and temporal l/iisi- 
ness of the Church %n his distnci~to take care that every part of 
discipline be enforced in his district," We say it seUtes ilie qties- 
tion, because the General Conference of 1804 luu by itfl deciaon 
determined the fact first, judiciary powerhoiowfi^ to the quaiv 
terly meeting conferences : and secondly, that the terms, " oversee 
the spiritual and temporal buaness of Ae Jhurch," do not mean 
that tney have power to settle " questiong '; taw, apart fix)m the 
court over which they preade. ' ' And \ , ith these sentiments agrees 
our practice. One case occurs to 'ja. which we ought not to with- 
hold. It was at the Maine Confeieu( of 1835. Bishop Emory 
was in the ohair. Some ten or yenty ques*'ons cf law ctme up, 
from the quarterly conference, ,'X)m Indust'y cucuit, for decision. 
Bishop Emory pr<^osed then to the conference for their decision. 
But to hasten DUidness the -7 ar of tLIr uticle, if he recollects 
rightly, rose and moved thav; tae s -^stionbe submitted to ^ae chsir; 
It was done : and the decisio/w of Bishop Ec^ry were given. But 
his opinions all receivwl t ) c sancti c of the conference vote, and 
are thus recorded on ti o jov . iials oi the conference, »s the opluioUj 
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not of tlie Bishop, but of the confiarence. Moreover, we find more 
than itveni^ decisions of a judiciary character, at that single sea^ 
sion, by im coaferonoo, besides the oxamination of character. And 
we venture to say, that there is not an annual conference in the 
United States, whose journals will not show, that from the begin- 
ning they hjfvre acted judiciary bodies upon all questions of law. 
And we confess ourselves utterly surprised that any different view 
<jan be entertained )3y persons who have attended these bodies for 
any length of time, indeed, we think when the jud^ivg power ia 
taken from the conferences, they are so much less than a cypher, 
that they need never be used." 



CHAPTER X. 

J>&. nSK BSSUMES THE CONTBOVjEBBf — -J. HOBTON AXD Ii. LXB BE* 
PiY TO HIS ABTICLES — ^DfHCA CONVjBNTIOK — i DSUBOAXB SEII 
TO CANADA — PLAN 01 PACIFICATION — IOWKLI< C0NV«NM05— 
QVABTBRLY CONFKHENCJB PBOCEEDIMGS. 

Eablt in the year 1838, tbe dncussion was a^un resumed by Dr. 
Fisk, whose attention was, doubtless, diluted again, to the subject 
by the growing importance of ib» question of slavery, in the opin- 
ion the public generally. He wrote ably in defence a£ the coarse 
of the Bishops in refosing to pat to vote ant^daveiy resolutions ; 
claiming for them, as ' ' rights, "the prerogatives they ateumed. But 
the most important productions of his pen were a midi of letters, 
addressed To the Ministers and Members of i/a N&rthem and 
Mxttetn Conferences of the M. C^rch.^' The poist to which 
he desired by these letters to eall attention, stated to be this : 
" That the doctrines and meastires of modern abolitiomsm ^ rev- 
- olutiooaxy in their character and teadeniy , and must if persasted 
in, end in schism, and in the dismembennent of tibe Ohmrch <^ 
CShrist." He argued that schism in the Churoh was fortidden by 
Qod — ^that if right in any case, it was not justifiable on the account 
of slavery, because its abolitokm could not thereby be effected. To 
prove that abolitiGnists were sobismatics be adduced ihe .follo^ring 
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^KJt^, wbkh etabmoe all bis mem vtgammiB : 'Skeiy xiiSaao to lat' 
loiraliip «lavtfhl>ld^ MOkistadua, They avtsy themdeim 3oi » b6»» 
tile atUiUdd tcm»t& their di&tseatmg brbtiiren, md deefiroy nHj^fcdjil 
cQundenoe. l%«y sum to alter i^e iaw8 of the Cboroh bj^fiirccltig 
aseoekiioas nHtibin pale of the Ghuxdi. j[%ey wodd e«it^diie 
theii- patronage to such iitstitvttious mii y&hodk^ as ^teiiP 
ytsm. ' And finally, they are opposed to' ^* MetbcdiMn a» it aiiias^' 
was, and OB it ever has been." , ^ ■ r 

lliese letters, six in ntimber, were ^psetA over ^ edlofl^ # 
Z'ixalB Herald, averting each more than thtee ooliiu^ of a tiiiddBilc^ 
slieei ^ They ttrere first pafalished in the Chiistiafi "MAf^omF^- 
New York, and afterwards copied into Zions M&tM ^ Bikboaii/ 
An able review and reply was pr^ared Jc^mm Mtiiiifdi' IL 
tmginshed laisjistei^ irtaticaied in Cotton. Waf 
obatiusteariaed by: great esaaik«\ and kindness uf riiiamx, whiiiltdodi^ 
mended them &verably to ev^my reader; and did ' <kvek i» ^ravciEi^ 
my; enilRu»umiitg ii^enoe i among idk^h^osJAtei^^ otharlrisii' 
might h«ve bew'eflMed by Dr. Fiak^s i(ea%^a1^e letters, 
Horton'^ re{^ to the posii»nis i^t tibe Bodibir eii^bMtbed ilie' fi^tewK 
ing main points. ' The^ diViaons *' ^^od ctMooonaa^ his (^n^ to 
" ovMd are those '^caoeed;" fay«oppoat»a^> on^ll«ry to^^t^ 
dootarinea^'^'of righieonsoess udd troth. Mr. "Wtsifif fidjMda^^' 
" «U slavekdldezs was qnoted to sastoi& tlM> ii<A^4elliipiti^ 
tx^e of abdstikdsts. Hie M ran0Gi<ms hostilit;;^ ''^ 
kihdfy diselumed and' disproved j while the: neoMii^ of yeviSMifi^ 
&ots, and the propriety of their use, was mainteiAeSim Vt^«l^ 
eluffacter of ^ e^ to be raoioVttd, and ^^SiidhM^ iibj^ 
tahcje :of the overthrow pf Bhty^eaey^ The right to pnniiot^ Vdu^^ 
in the: govemsB^itt of the Oboioh, by meaios oopri«teBi:'S^ 
coBstotiknv ^RS^^til^ sn^tained-^ eomiiston^df dxfiiii^ M 
{Iniz etittg^ to piovtote^^l)!^ views of troth ara& ri^^«llHn^^ 
en«<%dt%ailyi Jlifiix^ HetSndisB^I^ d^^liik' 

aboKtioi»B% waft eiaariy dbewit. TMs brief tiMS^ i^ .^ m 
dwouaakHi lt^vcQ,vbcM^^ B^esMi jii^ imf«K^M^^ 

ea^^'Ol^&e%la«liiaf;moidefi^Hlf^th» times. 'A'-'*---^ 

The same lettersiOroin Dr. Side werer«pIk4 toMotfctiM|p^^ 



hi ■'?ii§!j's .Wate'jmaji, ;%.E^^ a memibey-fif .i&sj .Black 

•^^i^ -^^rissof letters :ia..r§plj -to ©r. ^j$kj,3i5. be'fof9-;ijitij»ated, • 
'i^a,,;|Ki§it|on^ of tl?? .P.o^3tor; wfsya tlsoxougbly sifted aacl scattaed. 

effort wf^ succeeded by a uumW or aniclss ou tho . sin f.f 
]^vajf:,;a.}i^.lil^;ynm^^^ Itsjnoral character.. Hia witiBgs 

^gge\ingtn?ija6i9,t§ii> with feq^usat JectTire^j .in producing a greut; 
#*ng® . efiiMg Methodists of Western Not Yoxk fxvdxahle to 

m^^m^ ptm\ph$.. . ..: , ^ •> ■. ... ' ... . 

. .fi^b9it||;,4i|it,l|aRe:^l^ a aumlier of letes, 

addre^glvtQ I>r..Fis^, o^e.? tlie . signature '^WQaleyaja/' la wMch 
tfe§:^*^ly }#i^t!?)?y-:0?: Methodist Abolitioiiism ^"728 ^vea-'-tlbo I?cd-. 

course , ii^e (jnlsljon; of slavery tiud colojiiziitiort was criti- 
'ii^;#adi4l3'.;and ^^ftdlyt^a^ a compireheaaivo view of t!i0 :gre''.fe. 
qi^^ojat, In al! ifeiQRgtii ajid breadlib, wais prfiserited. Tjiq whole 
fga#)tt:^sf eonfer^nce -ffightg, was also ably set forth and aefen^eici 
by §as)aef^fej?j in gi, lojig letter ti>: Bishop Waugh. ia myiew of 
Mf rep^u^, f^t^Naptqii^et Soiiferebce, over the ragnatore " CJoko." 

3ai0|iqe!i,in the ofiidsl . papor at New rinck' ;0a 

^giis eo^bpfiHJed iij >i^«i%ctis^ There ia now beto ine an k>i 
^n?§ f\fQlt?pe i^yith. hfeipyodiictions,; which wo«M ? seiem^io Bb 
thf, r^^klP^ j&m-MMvin^t labor. / ■ • .-y;/- -> ,,;..a:,-u 
^^ng^e.alj^j.igrit^^ uot. bje&jfo named> lo whose eser^joES 
m^ob 3i?:?ay,^^1b9 ^it#ii«»!d, should be named Oyrss Prindle, 
?l; !3^«S^.vCg''^Qnc9 ; B., X Ebbiasoa, and : Gray Bwskiey^ ;of New 
HiHiiof Maine; JiiiB. Bridge, Jam^ Pdsfcor, 
^.£m^: #v K. , aiime, of New E«|l«idi; Schuyl^ Eoes^ of 
^jffi^ ap^ liy Ift^ntt*^ of Hew iYoii;; EhibsequfMy Smilfe 

*ftfty '<?^hei^, Withotit stopping to %tffodace any 
thing farther of individual "Kaovemorits^ ife beooi^es Trecessary new 



of ; ^lia' M^&odl^ Spisfeopal' 6hiirol3/fMe^ 

fetQ, '()maaeipatiaia, to ' be lieM^in tb8^ dfcy =<^ =lJfcjbai'' N.' ' 
Becond-'atid thirdidays ef l^jr, i838,i:tba C(mi%iit5Oii>M0t'"j|i -te , 

9 o'clock A. BI., and wascaled to order lr(rtKe ORw. SMo^ 
rit, of Lyna, I^Iassu . ^^^areapcjaj tljQ.H^ 

Sundcrland-''a||f oiiited S$ci«^ ' ' ^ •.'j':'; 

nv^^Q a report, whic]b, ,{^^ ^^fi^^'^l^o^l -\ 

, A pijbMc/ismdiiiJ^H^^jng ■^ddjpss.war 

oa the coanect^ORtof :^&v^itsi&;tW)SHiiieK'ioM ^'Hw^if- k^i^mi^i' 

on the sin of slavery wider <M cis^iifnstdnces. The C^mt^^m 

^ It was the decided .opim6a~of. tbe CWventadn, thiat ifc was riot 
only our sdema .dtity ,t» send sin add^^ ^ 

• B. Church^ith sl^v^^^fet^^^. ii^ 



Gonfereace 




FuxwJtit to appowtctet't, Luthar Lee attended thj Canada Goi> 
&3r«tto«» dujing.the saimrjer -of 1888. Tbc fcst iiifMniaUoii le- 
ispackag bia ^isit x?as givca in th« i*liristi&ii Advocftte imd Joui-niii 
of -.ha ISth of July, -183S> ■wh6r<} i^e find a letter from J. T. Peck, 
gitiag an attcouitjfc of his .i-sit to the Caaada Conference. Among 
other things the writer bringi? in the atUiudauca of Luther Lee, at 
that conference, snd aiys ; 

" E«v. LuUisr Lee, deWgate from the XJtiea Anti-Slavery Con- 
Tenclios), ■was present durio* part of the session ; but before any of 
m anived. The loading members of the eonferenoe resolved, that 
thoy ooald not receive hiio *« tlu..i oMce, The meeting hy which 
hi wot appointed was 'conddereahy the Methodist .E'. Church 
proper as iilegttinictte md revolvHmory in its tendency. The 
lenMng mmsure^ of the party ■wife deen ed hy xnir General Gon- 
fermce and principal men as schismatical and highly do igerouc. 
They cpt^ not therefore, cotssis^ntiy with the frieadlj relations 
existing between the great bodies of Methodists, receive their rep- 
resentatives, or extend to th^i, in any sense, their official sanction, 
Sttt, as « meflaiber of the Black Hiver Cohference, Bro. Lee was 
most cordially received, and treated with all that respect which his 
talenia and ra^k among m merit. With this we were aU perteotly 
pleased J 9^ \mist not fajl to say, that the course^of Bro. Lee, 
niter 1^6 .Was inferijied (if tbe_ views of the leading members of the 
ooi3dfereitii<>ft, Mghly creditable to himsetf as a gentleman and a 
Biiittater." 

" OAilADA CONFEBBNOE." 

M]». EiDiiH^B :— ♦fbe aboyp i^ the ^tle of wi article published in 
the 61^h N6. 0^ the C!M*«ah Advocate and Journal, from the 
pea of Ite!«r. Ji TTPeckj which, from the alltifflions itmj^es to my- 
self^ «s cntatle^ to a few moihehts of my attention. 

Tko ^ing I "onih to correot is a mistake which I suppose the 
printer ;xi«9 Dtiad67-:|br,Ipi^i^ th^t l^v. Professor Peck 

wotild make such % mistake. The printer, then, makes brother 
PeeS^say that ''K^v. Luther L6e^ fr6m the Utica Anti- 

Slavety CfeifiveBtioia; waj( p«!Scnt during part of the time ; butbe- 
fcrc ti; srri.vtd." J^sr the trri^i !?, I r*^*- nrivam «t 

seat of the confereiiice until brother Peck and his associates had 
been there two days, npr did I leave until some hours after they 
hid (^eEl their depafturo. And I may remark that I should not 
law left »s soon as T did, had I not taken a formal leavo of the 



coriferenee ut the earnest reqrest of brot]>cf 'Peck, who iusisttHi 
upon my making an address to the eoaferenee, iu behalf of aU the 
brothrea present, fiom the States ; aud whicli, niuch urging, i 
cujisented to do. ' 

Again brother Peck says, "the leading memhers of tJje" iJoufeiv 
enee resolved that they could- not receive him in that oj/ice." If 
by this brother Peck means, as the language imports, thi\t such a 
resolution waa passed in a conference capacity , or iu any other as- 
Hociated capacity, to specie very nw/ stly, I think he is mistalcen. 
If it be so, I- will be very thankful for a true copy of the resolution, 
for I have not to this day been infoimed of mf such *' resolve," 
nor 01 aii}' other like it on the subject. It" the leading nieinbers 
of the Canada Conference had any such proceeding of which I have 
not been informed, I shall be liappy to stand corrected on the re- 
ceipt of the information. On conversing with fjome of the leading 
membe 3 of the conference, I was referred to the president, who 
gave nae the following statemsnt of his views. The venerable father 
said they were -with the abolitionists in principles, and that we might 
rest assured of their sympathies and their prayers, but that he thought 
it womd be imjproper to receivs me in a conference capacity, as an 
anti-slavery delegate, lest it should disturb the friendly reiatiojia 
subsisting between the two bodies. Indeed, this was the principal 
objection, and about all the onfe I heajrd mentioned, and that sncK 
an objection. should exist was no* strange, nor even unexpected to 
myself. What other state of tilings coald have been expected in 
view of the codrfie which the Christian Advocate has taken, and in 
view of the fact that brother Pe<ik was present two days before I 

certainly break firieiidship between the two connections, as lie told 
me he did dsswre them. 

As to wfeat hrbtbor Peek eaya of the anti-slavery principles of 
the Canada Conference, I have only to remark, that tf they embrace 
tl«j views of Pres. Fisk, Biishop Hedding, and the Bev. N. Bangs, 
I have very much mistaken the views of the one or the other, for I 
suppose thom to be abolitionists iix the common accejjtetion' of ths 
tenn. If th6 brethren in Canada think this :a misstatement of their 
views, I shall take it very kindly if they wil l correct my 'mistake, 
for I. do not .wish to entertain wrong views oi them or of any other 
class of men. , -r ^ 

J.'llU,Vlif '^<**l/ id\3H*s XUUV. 

The Christian Gnardian has come to hand, in which we find the 
following tratimony, which, it will be seen, the Wesleyan Confer- 
enqe in Cuoada bore in favor of Mr. Lee's attendance with tise'tt ^ 
their recent session : 



" During the gmtor part of the proceedioga of the Lite cpafer 
ence held afe Kingston, seyeral pre..^ers frouj the TI 'lod States 
T?erfe preaont ai^ tpok part in the protjeedings. Tk Eev. Mr- 
Pec!' , Principal of the Conference Academy, preache<l two excel- 
lynt L id deeply a&ctiog sermons befores the cosiference; and the 
Hey. Lntber delivered an able and beautiful address on the 
vablie admicajpa of the young men (who had travelled four jears) 
ito foil connection with the conference, Mr. Lee-forcihly remarked 
*. at ' though civil discord h^d ho;vled in the storm ' along the fron- 
tivjra of tlte Aiaerican States, yet the religions part of the coiiinni' 
nity had no participation in those hostile and lawless proceedings. 
Previous to the departure of the Amwican brethren, the following 
rseolutioo Ifaa pyopo; and uniannaoufily aviQjp!**d by a rieing vote : 
Besotved, TjaJ. the cordial, tiurnks of this conference ba pre- 
sented to onjr beloved anol MsM? esteemed brethren, the Eev ds. 
Luther I«6e, Jesse T. Peck, C. W. Leet, and A. J. Phelps, of Lhe 
Black Ei^er Confei«nce of the Methodist Episcopal Ghurch in the 
XTnited States, for their attendance and company during the are- 
oedtng part of the present sessdon ; and we gladiy: ay;pl ourselvea 
of this opportunity^ to «xprf ss our unabated {yttacbmeufr to, and our 
affectionate union with our brethren on the south side of the St. 
Lawrence ; and our e^etit prayer to Almighty Go(3 is, that the 
great prinoipie of We^l^au MpthodiiiiH lauy tsver j-s maiutaiued 
and sfareng&ened, that ' the Wesleyan Methodiata are, one' body in 
every part of the world.' " 

The delegate appointed to iaj»esent the Methodist abolitionists 

ftroin the prosecution of his missdou, from considerations growing out 
of the viat to Canada by Mr. Lee, and the probability <rf being 
tBfS&i$3iki. eoA etaimrasaa^ by lemoiistaranoes from ihe leadets in 
the OhuTCib here* addt«e^to &e Weeleyan bietituien. 

At the ensuing sesson of the New England Conference, held ia 
Boston, J^ui^e 6, 1888, an eflfbart was.inade to prevent the increao- 
ing agitatiora of tiw sabjeot of aUyery, by whaijvaadefflgnated " A 
1^ oi Paoificatibn.*' It was » proposal fbr doiniHromise, that the 
ftboHtionlBts geaeraliy legicdrded as &lal to the cause of the slave. It 
T©ad% 

" COMMON GROtfin). 

VHienma the Methodist Ejaseopal Church in the North Has be^i;^ 
fkiad'iBlill ifi gmtlj exited <ai the subject of Araetioan Slavery. m4 
^ ifietuiB which dMmW be iiaed &r Its removal frtsn the Okdrch— 
■ad 



WheToas y»6 deam it of Yitai iB^rtanco that the pe«e of tlie 
Cliuveh shouM be secured, in order io her prospeiifcy — 

And, whereas it is recognised as a eiirdinal ymue m jeiipm by 
oar blessed Lord, that, hifj followert? should fee " Peace MakorSj ' 
and love one another— and fyhioh are even given as tests of disci- 

'i ; ,.LiL.ic, ill;. .ui Jcvoignod, miiiuitera of said Church, after mu- 
tiu;i consultation, have agreed to adopt the following Principles and 
itle.ibuies, for the purposes abv'>ve nanicdi 

Principks. 

We beliL-ve that the systcai of Aiiierican Slavery is a gi-oat morui 
evil ; and that the relations springing from tim, wHch Bind fen in- 
noc>ent race to perpetual bondage to othera against their widb, are 
sinful ; although we concede that the Boapter who sustains this r> 
lation, is not, in everv case, necessarily guilty. 

Measures, 

We agree that, in any action we may be disposed tQ tajje on this 
or any other snibject, we will — 

1 . Never attack an officer, clergymaa, or privatfe member ef the 
Church in a public journal or leotitre, or publicly ajs^ai^ ihfe o^- 
oial acta of any church officer ; hnt allt auon diffioiiMd* rfiifHt 'bei ad- 
justed according to the DiscipHne of our Church. Ptpvided, how- 
ever, that this Siall not prevent the courteous invefiti^(%Q. e^'i^B- 
ciples and opinions. ; !,. , 

2. We agrtee that we will not countenance a»y'])rbther mleaViRg 
hi« wroTwr work to leotxrre uooa this Or an V other sutiect, witKoiit 
the sanction of the : proper authoaities o*' tfa« CJhurete. - 

3. |fa paper dwHi be establishfid ppfcefimWy foyjth* mii;p«W »Ww 
stated hy our aid or sancjtion, or aihall be coan^naooed bj a^^ 
c^dsm to be controlled liy any l^esleyaaor Metibpiiiat iif^e^f^,f)i 
having appellations attactsied to ^ein peeulikt to eiiir ChurcBl 

4. W© agree that tto eodetiea w otmveritions dSfoiitiiig ffie c!i^ 
ac4er specified in section 8d, sball receive ottr arapwbaJiMi tti* tM. 
Our conviction is that, iu the pre^nt ejcsAa o{ miatfii Ah^ TB^at»pf - 
the. Church claims at our hands that organia^tiop.of this. <?i«|»ct€r 
ehoiald ook esist. ' . ' ^ , .. , 

6. We hold toat ous? ministeys and private members are at lilwnrfcy 
(nor slwil it be reipurded as an aSnc« Ibr them tteos tift dto)^«> iodiJ. 
acct thepJselveB.as they juay ohoo(». «H!th «iny Airti^lavery tto^fwjy 
independent of the Choroh ; prQwdeid, however, ^ Qnr aotjbn in 
such cases f^all not contravene tbe ^iaifnpk^ of this agr^ni|»Bt< . 

6. It hJ^U nt^ be regarded aif ah 6^ <kmcw!w*ci 
just— that prayer be offered iia p^Mtt ft* tl» nm^t* ahd Tiif ife-i^e, 



or foy tho aboiisii^ut of tlic^ystem. Ew, we.rewiasjjieu*^ that fci)« 
apostolic l^ug^e^ibe ^^sed, as as may be, iu suoh devotious. 

7. Our preach<»rs liave liberty not only to read our rules oaee a 
qujurt*?: ttf . tl><?> gocieldes, ouoe a year to the vfe'bols congregation, 
brutfcw axplem.at t!iefie eeasoiis any part of our Discipline. 

8. We ijoid tliat oia- people have the right of petitioaiug the 
^Grener»i Confecrence through the^ yeai-ly isou&renoas or othtu-wise, 

•up!}fli..iJus or qay jiubjost with which tJi^j have to do. 

9. Nevertheless, in all circiinigtances relating to the aboye, we 
recommend to our preachers acd people to exercijse " the wisdom af 
the serpent aqd the bannleasness of the dove. " 

|k,«anrob<^tioa of the advers© opinions expressed of the " Paci- 
• fieatiott " proprjed, it need only be observed that a note of trittiaph 
was sounded at the South, in view of its adoption by the Maine 
Annual Conference, aiid it was published and approbated by the 
" Ashboro' Citizeu,'' .f North Oarolina ! 

The eflfeot of this " plan " eventually wcdu be to commit the 
abolition conferences in such a manner that action in the future 
ropli.^jbad , obtained in the past, would be prevented, or render 
the aet^r UaMe Iq arregt and condemnation by the confersnoe. Tho 
Metfa^idisfe pireaohers of t^he " Granita State regretted it almost 

' fttlSIHlBC'tt&ly. 

As the aboliti9n conferences were aeitber of them coaanaitted to 

»tl <<-.,...-' '.»».' D . .... - ~- 

BOti mM eoDtiiMl«d, ^Jui tho ^lisHn^iiTe me&jores of the abolitionists 
<««9W pemirered' ill with abaadant m^ TTttauccftasfal attempts 
Wetti tmia at the K, E. Cofeferenc6 to exj^I 6r censure prominent 
^»tk>^qmsjbG|.^ t^^ members of annual confer- 

ecscm .vere yq^^ {ted, suspended fromttheir office and nunistiy for 
menfy attMiding asii^Iaveiy oonventions. An aceount of some of 

t«8(8e Twll ite gj-ren hereafter. 
' Tri ifev of these feeis, and in order to promote the general in- 
ttiff^ fji the Gwnse, it wa^ deteriegpted to haid a oppv^ntion in 
.jMv'niwi ,Mva!^.,^nuu,i» »ai»' WHS lawcHm, sigaea Dy near iwv nsn^ie^, 
embrtfciog aoine of the ka^g i»i#it«3« and' principal members of 
the tlBree NeT> Enj^fth^ <»nfe|€i«6e«. '^ese nUtaes were ill pb- 
isiisd^^^'^ n' fisi^''yf&d^l^^ Th** coidy«uatiojo awemblefl agreaably t« 
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" The evening before the meeting of the convention, Rev. 0. Seott 
delivered a lecture in Rev. Mr. Thurftoct'g meeting-houae, on the 
Biiifulnesi, of claiming man as property. At nine o'clock on'Wod- 
iieaday morning a public jHrayer-meetiug ■was held in tlie' Methf^ist 
Ohmch on Ohapel Hill. The (jonvention wSa' called to order at 
ten o'clock by Eev. T. Merritt, and Rev. J. Hotiou was appointed, 
Ghairmsn. The officers were theft chosen, viz : 

Jtev. Joseph A. Merrill, Webster, Mass., Pvtident; E«v. T, 
Merritt, Lynn, Ma*®., Hon. Seth Sp/ague, Doxbury, Ma^., Bev. 
I. Bonney, New Bedford, Maaa., Rev. S. Cliamberlin, New Mar- 
ket, N. H., W. D. Oass, Concurd, H., Vice Presidents; La 
Roy Sunderland, New York, Bliha Scotl, Great Faite, N. Hi, Lu- 
cius C. Matlack, Vbiliwielphia, »Seere<artejf,'' 

The committee of this convention prepar ed able addressee, suiteid 
to the position of afiairs in the Church, whitsh were published and 
eitcwjively rtjad. The reader will have observed on a previous 
page, an alluMon to the authority asstimed by presiding elders in 
the quarterly couferenos ; it may be well to' specify, the: afore, 
some instaiix?es, that were deemed oppralsive, aad «8the pi^OfCCiedingB 
are of a »iuiiiar character every wheie, tLee«rie«' vdll saSieBi ' 

" At the call of 'R&r. H. Kinsley, the piresidiug el^dr ^ !l!f«ac- 
viile District , Erie Conference, (Dec: 1;9, 1 888, ) ' twenty-wje of 
the oRwsal meriibers of this circuit cohvctied fbr quartetly inetlihg 

Some ordinary business was done, and the sect^&ki^ in^d ttie 
foUowuig preaml^ and rvfK^UitioBS : - ■ ; , 

Whereas, a reaolutioin -was ^d^sed \fj tire Erfe' AraiTiiJ C?Oin- 
ference, at it^hst aeSteiori, in whicli if w*as :' idged incbteipai^ie with 
the duties and oStj^ah'on* of MetBodiS* preachers to (ij)^d tlveit 
time in delivering abolition lectures, attending abolition doiiVfentions, 
aiding in getting up abolition meetings, or dreuktitig ak^tion 
papers ; and whereas, some measures were j)ur8ued (as we believe) 
oppresfdve to some abolitionists, and injunpus to that part of the 
Church of God to which we belong : therefore, 

1. Mesohed, By thd Quarterly Meeting Confbri^fiee df |Un« 
dolpb circuit, ' while wb disclaim aii i».'jnTion of inTe»TCrrag witn 
anyitran's private opinion,' and ^le We disavow ai^y dbiagn to 
impeach any man'd motives, ot cast any roitectiona ; tnaiwe an- 
e«re^jr regret the coarse pursued liythe Erie Annual Coiiffepeiicite, 
at ita last session, in reference to abolitionism and iome abolit!piiist». 
16* 





fil^ (MHiefl^ to i^ BOii eoaf^ A ii^otilait^ Was 

nciliB IMl^»l^i*^ln■Bi^^ on 4^ tebfe. ^ prea^g oldar' said 

«Rdi43t^rii|N|litt t(x^ eaiSk^ ji«dbMbi]i» to 

jif .the 0(wfe«niC8, , tRie jpc^csa^^ elder s^ed hia, eyoeptipaft tc 
'ahdtibeiir piuisig^ uiic^j; Wti^It was; tW stdii^ 

XMdhitioasniiaKe aod > tlt»iade(^ioa x^^^ 
T|iQ lin^ndiiig^^^^ald i|o| tjh^ i!)Qti$f 
Wi?C% <»iitfe!^iw» ,?isj^ the 
^ oiyifig jmMfer.to the aiaiuial ooirfereqice.'? 

|^,^eim we ^AdtjpBtfp^ we {.a^j^im^ tp meertf Mfuan in 

f = J4pS «^ to f^. tlH» xiB9<4atif(a to thf 

Ittottgh he afterward called for the inading fiiS^iti^ h? 



to ,foto; 




Amotiaii &r adjoanunent i9m mm>wmda. Idstoadof ^ 

""-^ ™* -Hwrtiim., .%,99Brfm!Q4 1^ the aept <^ the 



' ;^(9^ xjalled for tbe^ ieading of the 



|M»^.«^M<^wn<>9' jn»e Bi«aak]g,e|der 
||fi^|ll^%;i^^ «|8 A^ae that the jooRua 

n ao to do oy tbe confOTenoe. The prnadmg relaer oumiissed 




m 



4ii^ijmm«e»«^oni». :; ■''-'■■^ 
Onlheit^kiwiegiM^iay the ofi^ellgilty t>f tlie ci3«uf^| p^l ft^ltrgb 

. .Mt^iiedi 'EkA^ v&. not kn0'vritt|^y ai^^ in ^motins aui' 

c . wwia^'idim»mm^ of afi: exM^ 

Iflt^tMLoB^xiy tab B^; BdfiJli CUs^jp, in &d saibe p^f^' 
to above, an sasttiih,reTj socieiqr was fonued. wU# snb^r^a^tii 
<Ofife imodiad iai tbuiy m^m^bers: l!bk^ ' Ood tod*^^ coms^. 
; ; ; i Y%>ttffi iii bei»k]f of suflfemg htraiamfe^ 

^(li^ l^d il^e p to wbi^b we tWopi^ to ji^ye jWi^^c^ ao^^ 
0# tbe prdcw^i^ at bur third aad fooitb qiuotmj.q^^ 



MS^:4«p?^'i^ t^9,B^r^ 0? «a»» to f '.p^^h^^^S- 

yaf^ to the captives, and Ihe oa^nipg of j;;;^!^^^ ^ 
are .|)^niid." , ,M^r ^iaOT^d;>a^ffi,o?r i|p ,ji ,J^.^|!o^ste!pce 

mii^ni^i KoSi^ ^o olge^Bs to pBj^g#ifl fittil(tiire 



S^lMi^lamidS^o^ ^(^^l^lf^K^l^dio^ elder wished ik, be 



deot ' 



agreed to. At the, fourth quarterly laoeting held- in the mcating 
house in North West Duibury, after the U8»ial bpsiness iiras di»- 
posed of, the foJJowipg. resolutions were brought forward, vit.: 

1st. Tbat.,i|ihile W0 mean no disrespeofc to the persoits or oflices 
of oar Bishops ;ukI. presiding elders, jet we feel id duty bound to 
declare our firm Wief, that weir claim of deciding wb^t is and what 
is not tb« business of their j^e^peotive bodies, and thus pix>hibitiag a 
free ezpr^sedo^ of o|»nion on the great sin of slavery as it exists in 
the M. E. Church, 18 utterly unsupported by either the letter or 
spirit of our I^>isdpline, and ought to be repudiated as dangerous 
precedents, wn^ph, in the end, might deprive the Ghurch of her 
most sacred ri^its. > ' 

2d. Whereas, it is a Christian's duty to labor to attain to truth's 
utmost height, and whereas, truth can only be arrived at by discus- 
fiion, thfir^re, 

Hesohed, That any e&xta to suppi-ese free and candid debate on 
any question of relirion or morals, are decidedly and widely at va- 
riance with the libml spirit of Christianity, and subVerave of the 
plainest rights of man. 

3d. Whereas, to be a Methodist does not take away the common 
rights of man, and whereas, it is the undeniable right of every man 
to associate with hb neighbor for the various purposes of moral afi- 
tion, tiberelbre, 

Retolved, That Methodist Anti-Slavery Conventions, being aa^ 
eooiations for the purpose of combined moral actioi(x on the great 
evil of filavery, are not violations of pur duty to God or tLe Church, 
but are founded in right and duty. 

After the iabove resolutions were read, the presiding elder mad^ 
0ome remarks, and then said, " to mako ^ort work of it, I shall not 

rtiiemi and there need be no discussion on the subject.". Sro. 
W. Simmons then moved that the resolutions be taken up sep< 
{(rately and diafoussed : the motion was seconded, but the president 
rafosed to pnt the question. Bro. J. Sprague fiien moved that thd 
dodn^ of the thir^ and fourth quaiterly meeting conferences be 
pmUsdied in Zion's Watchman and Zion's Herald. This motion 
was seconded, and the president again refosed to pnt the question- 
Beir. £. B. Bradford, preacher in charge, then moved that the two 
resolutions that were passed be published. The vote was tBikeQ-in 
iiie affinaatiTe. The presiding elder then said, "Receive the bene; 
diction/' Thus the meeting closed while there was a motion before 
the meeting, and that without the consent of the meeting. 
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, 4)&e aext is firom an sppointmont in the eame viciuifcy," the vil- 
lisgft of Duxbury, during the same conference year,-- but eairKer. ' 

At;a Cluaiterly meeting conference held at Dnxbury, ;^las£u, in 
the meeting house, Oct. 6th, 1^38, Kev. BartKplonMJw Otheroan, 

? residing elder of the district (Boston) presided. tUiV. Hiram 
'tiKtoiings, preacher in charge. A large proportion <rf the stewards 
aj ;d leaders present. Seth Sprague, Sen r. , offered 'the following 
resoilitioiis : , , , 

1 . Resolved, That to hold our fellow men in slavery is ;8i6, , 
■ 2. ^?^«olt>etif, That some sins in themselves, and by reason of 
aggravations, aie more heinous in the sight of God than others. 

JResofoerf, Thatfor'a professed Christian to hold slaves, is sin 
in itadf, and aggravated by his professicm of being a d^^ciple of 

Ch)3St. ■ 

4. Resolved, [Riat liberty and slavery cannot exist together ; and 
that the same principle that holds a colored n\an in slavery would 
hold a wMte maiji if it had the power, axid that the same manciples 
of tyranny that persecute abofitionists hold tbe colored man in 
^slavery. ' ' ' , . 

b. RssoKed, That slavery in the M. B. Church is like the 
wedge 6i j^old and Babylonish garment in the tf of Acbah. 

6. Resolved, That under God all power in -jh and i^te is 
in the people ; and that there is, in these Uniteo. ».iates, no order 
of 'nobility or priesthood above the people. 
• Resohkd, That history and experience teach, that those eili* 
bmsted with power are very liable to abuse it. Thereforie it is the 
dtity of the people to watch them and expose ilieir first eacroach- 
i^^nta upon then: rijghla. . 

8. ; Resolved, Tlwt it is with girief and alann that w<) have ob- 
served a siystera of oppression ana persecution set Up and prosecuted 
by the Ne^ York Conference against abolitioruste. 

9. ' Resdl^ied, Tbat while God gives us the exewise of out reason 
and the use of our btijgues, we will coplinue to plead for the slave ; 
mobs shall not deter us, nor cinl or ^celesiatrfical bodies sil9uce us. 

The adojption oif the resolutions bein^ calledj for, the presiding 
older ifi^uested the moyer to wifli^lxsw them. The mover observed 
that ; he liad formerly withdriwn bno f^t ^£ resolutions, out 6f eour- 
le^ t6;ili'e j^:;ea&hg"*elder, and lhait be cou^d not do it a^n. He 
wished j^iese reSblUtions acted pn, as he beili^v^ they spoke the 
rentimen^t^i pf fe^^ , .;i , , 

The pre£idmg elder said dduld be done a 
quit^ly<(k>nf«i^n6d1^t wl^tiia &p^i<^^^ IHscipUnd, ^nthpoli 
ti\6 (BOiLs^t of ;3ie presiding ^l')^^ '^^^^^^^ H^ il^iit 

refused to put the i-csolutions, assigning the following reasons, ^ : 



Ist. l ohmioi patthd TdsoluiiOQs beoaose I believe ffiey do 
no gwkL : V 

2d. I cannofc put them beciiuge I believe thej will do harmv 

3d: t oanaot pat tljem because they are in 6p|>oation to tfcb. a4* 
vic^i of thfii'Oiineral CbnferepCe, 

4th. Sow of them reflect upou the doings of afiXi\is^ <6o4* 
ffeirence. 

' 5tK. Some of thiem hisive the appearance of reflefcti^g on tjig 
official acte of our Bishops. 

6thl I Cant^t pat th^m becaiise I do not be^e^e the d(^^ 
the rbsoiations. 

Bh). $[ffagae,thep i^ade; spm^ remarks on the power aswme^ by 
pread!ti^:<^ldeire and Bish^^^ not defined in the Diaoipiine, 

ad be^jg; UTeaponsible, aAitrary, and unprecedented in oiir Churet^, 
oontraiy to $cripture and the institutions (rf oui- country, ^nd ex- 
trenieiy Oj^ressi'f'e and grievous. 

The preacher in char^ arose and said, if he understood tlje 1I09- 
ttine assuined by the pre^dent, it lyas this, yiji : 'thfui he, ^a. presi- 
dent of lihis confeience, had the sole power of jodgirig what %usi- 
negs the Discj^Iine allows to be done in a Gtuarteriyconfer6i^,.«nd 
What pot, 8ind appealed to th^^ spy whethjer J)6 i^aa jCpc- 

rect, assiumg hrm that Ve'd^iBured to appeal if tjiat W8»ij?<^iaw^a^ 
suiii.^d; " ',' ' ". , - ' ' . ■' , ■ ' ' , . 

The president repeiited some remarks he had bejfi?re ;aiede, ,but 
g?iye no direct answer to th(J iri^uiryi Gonseqaentiy^ tHe ^[ap^'al 
y^.'nbt'maJe. ' ' 

!I^c presi(fihg «14er then inquired tf' there wsw any more bua^ 
ii(B^ td be done. BrO.»S.'^ repMet^' the resoluljoiis wejpe b^^ 
conference, ai);|4 he could not present , any until they ; were ^ 
of did not know buf he mi^^t present' some, after' ihey wes§ 
ad.e^' on." 

The president ihen ssudf the conj^repc^^ in'uist excuse / him, as , he 
must leave it. The membej^^ ther would^ riot excuse him 

tiU ihe bustriCM was ^do^^ tt^ tben lejffe ihe - 

tl^e preached then desired to know whetlier lie clbsect 

the' 6briK^eft(» on whet^ier he lelt the 

chair for 1^ ip filly? repitod twit hp chsif^ ^^P^nfe^enqis.^ 

iTie'jpnMicher rein^k^dV thaj; rocli a 'cbu^ 
usag^ ftnuiMi as. iqj^lfeirly cqnfer^i^;' j^io. Spragu^ 

then remarked tbiat it' uesS a^biu^iy. ^i^ t^xi- 

atin|; the f<^Hn£^ of our membo^^^Qi^l^i^i^^^^^ 

toese iH9asui«s.f^g tnerf ; H§ had: no. fbub^ t>pt,jt^^^ 

fi^iilfetl jfpidt^Mye"^^^ as p^i^Dti^'' a? latnbs Raid ;it, not Men ^ 



the ]B]5ij^«|?<^eiited oo»|dii|f?t; and oppces^.o^' ihek. ftij^pm^is^ > &xk 
jba, air, aa(i ilieir oppoaays, rests the wlspte, K»Bji!P««i}Uiiy..<tf .*^ 

afiexiatipn aqd diiHciuty- i- i 

llie presicie^t tiiep left the hotw^.-" , ,, i r - i 
By a vote of the JiqeBttltera lie QC^^a^oo tlie;|nre«idys« ;i& 

The reajlutipwji weff^theu »4<»M 

Oij. inotipij, of Spy^^g««» ;S«e!^^^, itj. .wa« wwjiniiiwiyi iitsled, 
that 6ie flMret^ fqr^ mxi att^sBt^^i «^ <^ thft= 4oi«^)Of 
q^rtei^in^t^iCQ^p^ jguitH^attqa ia, and 
Zji)n's Wfttcj^pwja. 

The foliowwe; reeplatiosi, QjBferecl ; by 8. S^«»^, wwt theo pwaed. 

^^i??v<}c?|, iS^ti the course puffime4: by ^^mr. prea^ing, e^ef ia 
reftarence to the foregoing resoluii<Mi3, is cQntijaiy to the JPuwipimc 
and usages of oiir Church, a violation of our rights. «s sodKX and 
Christians, dangerous a« a yreOjBd6n|j ;»Djd t© i*s_4 «Q|Moe of- defep 
mortificaition ajid regret. ' 

A-truj9 a)py 6^ the J^e^oor^Srr-, ' 

CLEVELAND, OHIO- 

qila^riy oooferenoe of Cleveland t^tation^ iit 1^ £irie 
OonfiexeQce of, the Methodist E. Chureh^ o^nmenced co Monday, 
P. M., Harch 11, 1839. The Rev. WiUiam Stfjvens. jpregiding 
elder, in the phau',. Af^er transacting the usual business of the 
conference, a brother offered a resolution on the subject of Teai- 
perance,' which, after mAiiy objectaond and much hesitation on 
part «f the; presiding ^ld;er. ym mseived as bnaiziess, and by voto 
of the confer? n,9e) Iftul ep, thif tflybl^.. A )?roth/9i: thea presented a 
rosolutibnV (the preading^ ewer denmdinjg- its.puj:piOrt before he 
Woiuid strtfer it to be "read,) requesting our preacper to read fronji 
the desk ali such notices of moral aiid i^li^tts meetings as might 
come fr6ia responsible sources. After much opposition firom the 
presiding elder, and many repetition? :of the obarge thkt we measit 
to insult his gi-ey hwrs C-j he, condpscetided to pu^ the vote, 

A brother neyt offered a pfeamble and. set of resolutions op the 
subject of slavery, and the gag resolutions' of the last Erie Con- 
ferenpe. A^n the chalif protested t^nst the reading, till he 
should k^oir their ciontents! In vaia (fw a while) did mem^ 
hers icall for th© read^g as ^planatory of tieir fientiin^otfl. They 
were read, and now the war began, yehement repejtitdans tli*t 
we designed to abuse the chair, with the declaiAtion, that lie,, the 
pfisidmg elder, should take the responMpiU^ of^pjrebihti^ om 
iM&Hi on the resokitioQs, as long as' be- held the bhair, ^^ifig- H 



not ooii$|£0t)o«i busi«ej»-4bat he, himself, presented the afort- 
«iid'obn&3dt>UB j-esf^ution passed at the Brie Conference, and it wae 
abusive and premeditated revenge to ask hjai to put a vote against 
a resolution »he bad carried and helped tb pass at the Erie Con- 
fOTdntie. He declared it not conference business. This decision 
was appealed from, but he would not put the vote of appeal, deny- 
ing otQr power to«'aOT)e8i'firom his decision! T^e power of con- 
ference to decide what was proper busine^ was strenuously urged ; 
pi^edents were referr^ to in legislative and ecclesiastical bodies, 
showing tibat & vote of order was with the members of each body. 
He declared he would neither act nor leave the chair, but by te- 
i^dest, called for the closing of the minutes, but there was a iesolu- 

on the table, and the niembers would not ac* upon it until the 
present was disposed of. The next call was foi adjournment till the 
next «vening. 

' On Tuesday 12th, pursuant to an adjournment, the conference 
met. Though the presiding older was in town, he did not attend. 
Oar preacher, broUier E. J. Kenny, was called to the chair ; the 
resolutioms were then adopted unanimously. 

J. W. Redfield, Secretary. 

Thejfe is no neeesaty for swelling the account by additional facts. 
These show that the difiBoUlty was two-fold. The two conferences 
claimed the right to determine what business should be done, and 
were disposed to censure the authorities of the Church for sustaining 
slavery. This action was deemed wrong by the presiding elders, 
and the right claimed was declared an assumption ; who should be 
Judge was not specified in the Discipline df the Church ; the pre- 
siding elders olidmed the right, on the ground of precedent estab- 
lished by the Bishops in the annual conferences. The people re* 
garded these precedents aa a violation of the principles of Metho- 
dism, and dangerous to the interests of the Church, and therefore 
discarded the elaitn set up in the quarterly conferences. The con- 
troversy Continued until the General Conference of 1840., It was 
there settled by an amendment of the Discipline, expressly giving 
to Bishops and presiding elders all the authority they had claimed 
snd exerdsed during the anti-slavery a^tation, in the several an- 
Btjal arid cparterly conferences. 

Alioaost the entire history, thus far, hasrelated to New England. 
The iodependence and characteristic intelligeace of the people led 
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them to embrace the; priuciplea of njodorn abolitionism at an oarly 
period. New England Methodism soon became idifintifit^i with ab- 
olitionism. Its character was the antipodes of a slaveholding 
church. Its actiott was necessarily in opposition thereto. To 
inaiiitaia the prerogative system of Methodist Episcopacy, this auti- 
filavery action m'lst be prevented ; and hence New England became 
the principl arena of this strife. To yield to these prerogatives, 
was to extinguish the hope entertained . by the abolitionists of ro- 
forming the churck, and purifymg her pale from the pollutions of 
slavery. But to repel suepessfully these claims of the authorities, 
was to secure and naaintaiu freedom of action, and increase the 
probabilities of speedy success in giving deliverance to the captites, 
and in the opening of .prison doors to them that were bound. For 
this reason the struggle was long and severe. 

Having brought the New Engknd part of the history of aboli- 
tionism down to within a short period of the General Conference of 
1840, the present chapter will now te concluded. The next will 
embrace a sketch of similar movements that were at the saioe period 
transpiring in the other parts of the country. 



CHAPTER XL 

ASXI-SI*AVERy MOVEMENTS IN VARIOUS P0HTI0N8 OF TKB CHURCH, 

FBOM 1836 TO 1838, sketohbd briefly. 

In no section of the country (£d anti-slavery sentiments find ear- 
lier or firmer friends than in the State of IVIiclugan. The Metho- 
dist E. 'Conference of that state and vicinity, as early as 1836, con- 
tained quite a number of abolitionists. One of them wrifing iErom 
Marshfield^ Ohio, Sept, 15, says in ZiOn's Watchman : 

. " ThuA^B&OTEm SuNDEBj4AND i----The Michigan Cpjaferenceihas 
just closed its first sesaop^ having been held seFe^rand a hi^f jdaysu 
Thero was considerable business before the conference, apffi(S !of it 
of ai^mewhat complicated nature^, Tvmdh required tiioroogh inyet&- 
tigation and much padence ; but, on tbe whole, there has been a 



*Esy karaiomou:^ aesaon, and the preachers have goae t») their ro- 
s{)^yQ fields of labor enoboldeaed and enoour&ged by the eUoioesia 
of the past year, to push on tlje future conquests of Messiah's 
Idngdom. 

Th6 subject of slavery wo-s not agitated in the conference for two 
jeasonfl—ftpst, the friends of abolition being in the minority, thought 

Boi best to hav« the subject brought beford the conference, as a 
report feyorable to anti-«lavery couid not be Mlopted ; and, Eeooudly, 
the opponents of abolition were not disposed to smother free dls- 
cnsaon. But rest assured, dear brother, that the cause of human 
righ^ is Hteadily and surely moving onward. Light is pouring iii 
upon the Church in this part of our Zion, and she is beginning to 
see that eke has been too long slumtieiing over this momentous sub* 
jeet, and that it is her duty to awaken, sound the trump of alapn, 
and rush on to. the rescue of the hapless and enthralled sons and 
diaughtera of oppression. 

I am confident, brother Sunderland, that the cause which we 
have espoused is the cause of righ£«90usness, and that God will suc- 
ceed our ^B^rts. Bat if -we would have the approving snule of 
heaven, we must do our duty — and, in dpiog it, we must be very 
careful in all we speak, and write, and do — ^for the monster Slavery, 
and )ks numerous defender^ and apologists are orgus-eyed, and are 
watching, closely, all ouir movetaents ; Mid as soon as tfaey detect 
any thing wrong in any one of them they commence a crusade of 
extermination against, the, whole — -the press from Maine to Florida 
is made to groan under the mighty presence of wholesale slander 
and abuse. But let every abolitionist be faithful, and by the 
strengtU of Israel's Grod, we shall ultimately prevjul over sdl the 
combinations of earth and hell that war against m. 

Subsequent to this period the dispotdtion to embarrass and oppose 
abolitionism was developed in this conference, and was the occasion 
of more energy on the part of its.anti-slavery members, which will 
be hereafter noticed. Of Western New York, within the boundb 
of the Genesee Conference, a writer in the same paper, one month 
followit^, says : 

" I find some in this region who are in favor of equal rights, of 
free discussion, notwithstanding the £Eict that the Watchman was 
sent Imk^ 6a its fii^ appearance here. The good cause of aboli* 
ficffl ii <« th* ad'sBnce m Western Nw 

Not t#o weeks dnee I had an. oj^portunit^ to attend the HartfoKl 
A. S. So«ie^8 iiionihl^ meetmg ; at which thete t^ete eigbteim 
naJtties added to the society. 



T}» .Qe^e^ee (JoBferiSHca has, I tliiqjk, ma4e rapid adyjBJoomeat 
^r. one yew past in.t^ie i^pbie aad, enji9i?i|iDig prijooMes df tlte fsiiAh 
ers of M©tn<jdii3m. About forty, (jou niaj hiave feaard tjie saixH 
bers more diefiaiteiji^sQ bco^q; £K>urqe«) signed a petition, to Oon~ 
gt^ tQ aktUsli filftyery aa tW;Pif*l?K;4 of Columbia y and this bas 
be^n effect^ d,9ivh%» ia. ft g^el d#gree, by tibe WaiH^bBsan. 
There are numbers of us who are anxiously waitiyg for the amval. 
of bioU^F 3tpEiii, Mfho^ nf^ mi4i}ta/it^^ is Xq KfRva tbe -winter in 
tliiis re^iV 1 might ma9y tblpg^. bat fiarbear. This men 
thij^g, m»fq>ve^, X a^di I fOi^jK^lyed to pr&y (as the success i>f 
the aboHtipja cai^^j aod ti^ diviite, ble^ing upatx those, who are 
boriiJg to proaoaotejitK" 

Gtt the lasfc day of Deceinbef, 1886, at MeadviHe, Pa,, Erie 
Conference, an anti-slavery society was forcaed of near seventy 
m^bers. So-wri)t6 I. S. Barris, p]re^ding elder the dfetnct, 
Feb. 8i 1837,. ' - 

Poring tiiSi monl^ of Mai:obv lBST,^W^ Mendly to 

t2}e,fonu&tij(m of 'a Melhod^ Anti^i&v«iy Socibtyj met »t ti;t6' 
d^oe «f Henry;; J. Peppery Philadelphia, Pa. ^ Being in the iiiiiht^ 
di^ vi(dmty of slavery, and giving oecafdon^fbr tike> Sstet iid^kMiOQ 
of prosonptioa &jr consoieace eak«, by an annual ootiforenoe, il is 
h^re B^Hhtioned ptirt2ioiilar}y~~«Qore hereidSter^ In varioub plaoeisin 
Norths fmdi Westenr l^e# Yoi^ dcucwg th^ thd preceding 
year, SQ<c»etaes \vere fomied among tbe members of the 6ilarch€^^«id^ 
annual conferences, of which the pwisoahffg need not bd given. 

In &e Wtttehnian of July 29, 1837, t^ere is a eeiiuntnidat»»i 
froQi A« Haana, ihe Seoretaxy of the UticaWesleyan Aati-81aV6ry 
Sociejty^ gi'^ing, noUoe of & cdnv«nti<m to be held at Caaenoti&i, N. 
Y.,: th$ 3d difty (rf August Miowibg. This wasi I believe, tiie firsts 
Methodist anti-slavery convention. It embraced all within the' 
bopide of: liie Oiidda Gonferraoe. The fellomng is m extract 
firom t^e prdoeedangs, as published by the secretaries : 

In puitSBaince to pmvions pabfio notice, a convention of olerksal 
aiid lay memfa^ asi^emblod in.Oazenovia,iBt the Methodist Ohitrohj' 
on Thwd»J» A»gust 3di 18.87, at lOio'c^oeki A^ Mr 

On^motiouj J. Ow D^long^ J^. was qaUed, to, the chair, and ^ 
W. Goodwin aj^inted ^ecret^ pro tern, l^o meeting . wa9 
owaed wiA prayOT liy flie Kev. B. G. Paddbckr-after wliica the 
object of the meeting was briefly stated by tbe chairman. 



, A w5fla«Bittee©^i8Mingof Be?: Schoyler Hoes, l^v. Iffl^el Htiteh- 
iaisoa, ^Jto^Sice ]^ioe, WilBaun 0. Ko«er», ad^ Heniy Ne>;%d, was 
appointed t<J iiominste-ai»d;*eport officers ibr tiie conventions 

A«fltamittee.\m«lro!appdilated, eoosdiriin^ofKey.Oebrge Storrt, 
Bet. Ji. 6. MitofceUj iRev. Jose]^ Citojis, Rev: John Harvey, and 
E*;.W. Goodwill^ t» prepare and report ba«ficess for the acftiotf i|f 
the '«onv»Bda6a. ' .j-.'-^ - ■ 

t. i^Bie^ first ooinmitt^ now reported the namMof James 0. Belong, 
Esq., of XTU«i, for* Preadent, John F. Hicks,. SSsq., of Carenovia, 
Benj. 0. €ooper, of Jfoiapey"; Ooinelius SwartWout, of XHica, Vifee 
Pwa^eirist Mid B. W. Goodwin of Auburn, abd Wm. C. Bi)ger«, 
{tf Utiiea, Secretaries; which report was accepted, and th6 gehtle- 
ine.n, named therein Were aoanimpusly elected to fill the several 
oi^ces to which they were nominated. • 

Th^ disonBSttons were partaoipated in by die following miaisfeers, 
and others: S. Hoes, G. Storrs, J. S. Mitchell, J. Crosft, J. Har- 
vey. Pi M. Way, and B. J. Paddock. A hirg© number erf two- 
lotions were adopted and pabMed. Two days after this, eleven 
meinbers of the Methodist , Ohoroh at Utica issued a call for a don- 
vegy^^ bf kym«n, to be held ait New York Mills, Aug. 23, 1887. 
Tbis also was well attended^ and {ooductive of good results. ' 

At the Oazenoyia oonventifMi a oommittee was appointed to call 
a oonvratioa of Methodistethrou^ut the State. This eomraittee 
fixed upon Oct, 4Uk utd 5tb» 1887, as the cUte, and Aubom, Cay- 
uga Co<mty, N. Y., as the piaee. But in view of having a gi^O' 
end eoATention from all the ndn^laveholding ' amfereooes, and to 
afioomtnodftte the New Eoj^and brethren^ who odntemplated & con* 
yentMHi about the lime above name<l, they defomid ii^ untii the 
f^Hilig of 183S, when the general ewvention^ noticed in the last 
obpptfor^ was held. 

\¥hile the Geac^ Conference for 1887 vm in sesdon, m^mo^ 
rials were prese&ted to that b(>dy, signed by hundreds of ehureh 
members, 9n the subject of slavery in the Methodist Choroh. , i The 
memoiiftlista were replied to adversdy^ and vcffy insufficient ]^3asbiis 
alleged for not ooosentiDg to dondemn slavery. This Report 'wlis 
replied to the inemorMists of Utica, J. tf. Dialdng'j^ Hanna^ 
W. 0. Bogers, H. Newlaod, fmd otbeb» i]iam(^ ]hi 
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ner, Fttt Bev. Israel Ohamberlajno, em tor of the Anhtmi Ban- 
ner, who published the report, r^i^sed to iasert the rejply. 

On the Meadville distriot, Erie Oonfereno^, a l^ge ao4 4nte]^ 
eating mde&ig was held, Oct, 17, 1837. jt was opmposed of ik« 
travelling and local preachers ou the district, . A report was adopted, 
deprecating the encroachments , of dayery upon the Church— -ihe 
reluctance manifested by many to rebuke and oppose it— rer 
commeuduiig the use of every lawft4 and peaceable mean^ to bring 
about the abolition of slaveay. The report wis signed l^y J". S. ' 
Barns, the presiding elder, A. Hall, and S. H. Hitchoock. These 
items are but a small part of the facts relating to tbe anti-^veiry . 
action in the various parts of the country to which they relate. Put 
they will afford an ample index of the volume of on tifus suTb- ' 
ject, as they actually transpired. Among other fkciSs in furtherance 
of the same design, the following will be of interest to the reader. 

The feeling of many in Michigan has already l^n intimated. 
No conference Motion was attempted in 1836 or 1837." The abor- 
tionists were iu the minority, and those who differed with' them 
were not oppressive or arbitrary in their coulrseJ This ]m)moted 
peace, and encouraged freedom of action among the' tmnisters aUtl 
peopliB, in the intervals of conference, on the sibject of slavery. 
A (Afferent course, however, was pursued at the session for 1838. 
To the great surprise of many and grief of some, the fi>llowing 
resolutions were adopted, condemning the course of aboUMonists, 
knd ©ou'b Watchman, their principal organ : 

Whereas, There has been, and still is, much excitement in the 
Methodist- Episcopal Church, upon the subject of abolitionism ; and 
whereas, we believe such exdtement is prejudicial to the interasta ' 
of the Church ; therefore, 

JSegphed, That It is the duty of the members of this couference 
to refrain from a^tating the Church, by forming abolition societies 
}n or but of the ohuroh, or by attending Methodist abolition con- 
ventions. : , - i 

Booked, That the Zion's Watchman is antHnethodistioal in its 
geoand oooise, and that it is the duty of the members of this con- 
ference not to jpatronize or wrculate it. 

, JSewhed, That those preachers who take a course that is ealcu- 
late^ to injure the circulation of our official periodicals, to givo 
17* 



ufee« tQ:ftb^jiott or otiwr fwrin^diO^ls, violate Oielr olji^giittipus i& 
the Church, «n4 shoaid be wUjb vxwdiugly. , 

jReio&wd,' Thai the secrettury, ibe, and l^ereb;y; is, instructad to - 
fui-^ a'i^pV the fere^tw^ lresdlationstothe Wfestehi Christian 
ili^t^ litia i^<i OliHstian Mvt)o&t6 and J6i!i^ ibr {HibltealidB. ' 

So for fifom suppressing the anti-slavery of Rlic^igau Melodists, 
it ^ve to it life aad vi^jor. Zion's Watchmaa contains an account 
of an iutorestmg tt)ipual raeiDting of their state anti-slavery scKjiety. 
It vnf th^ anniversary, and held n^ Sharon, Washtenaw Co., 

J>ctk;gatea were appointed to atten4 the gen0ral coiiv^ntion at 
IJtiea, to be heM the May following. An alile address was pre- 
piaed,ju)4 a ccnninittee aji^inted to present it to the eosuiog sea- 
son of the Michig^ Annual Conference. This address to the 
oonfiearence was called forth w view of the resolutions of the pre- 
vious seae^cKi, quoted above. Although several lengthy documi^nts 
touohipg 'm question of alayery in its various aspects, have&jir&^y 
been i^d ibefore tljua readers the points embraced in the above n^ed 
ad^iidss are rather peculiar, and may be of interest to all. It pre- 
sentcid unanswerable arguments in oppoatioa to the views of those 
whose sentunentiE! were expressed by those resolutions. There have 
been preseated specimens of the character and ability of nortiieru 
and easteni abolitionists, in this volume, and it would pot be well 
to allow the Michigan breUiren to be unrepresented in that respeet. 

Rev. Wm. M. Sullivan, of Michigan, wrote at wy jcequest the 
following narrative of abolition movements in Mlchigaq : 
. The abolition members of the M. E. Churcl^ in Mi^lu^ were 
orgKQixed February d, 1839. The originators of this SjHsiety mot 
in the town of Sharon, Washtenaw Co., at the above, nsniioned 
date, uid in framing th^ plana, tbey designed 1^€sr iir^ut^«tion, 
as far as posable, to recognize the conTenti<Hi|^ j^|Qj|ilple,'^ so 
much regarded by Methodiste the world over. • 

The oonstitntioBi wbieh they adopted mad« thetai a State so^e^, 
and other irooie^ Ibrmed within ^o M. £. Cbardb were mxiKary. 
The object which tiiey supposed they wonid gain \>y ti&t was to mi^et, 
w^ a concerted action, subtequcnt emietrgeneies idaai mi^ht. arise 



iivilfe aiJwad of aatiirsl^iyery priaoipli)«(. A lectmer eii^loyed 
iu t^i c^mei).9«weQjt tbji^ o^rat^ojo^ of this BCHu<»tjr. ;iv^firj|i; 
bryjg thp ol^oja of the enslavetl before the He^ip^ jp«o- 
5tf jl^hi^ S^, fjir &s it was pr^c^cable. Up 8UC!fi|9^Qd 
yei^ in foru^Eig a oumber ftusiliaries, ami hx tjie d^%Qi;j^ ijl 
about two bMii<lre4 lectures and sQTfflipas. , . : 

Four qu^9grt4$r]y conveiatioas i>f ikt) socisty were bold ^^ng . tl^ 
year; one in Plaiuiield, Oakland Co. /another in J^e^j^^I,«^nia|V 
Co., 4» fhird in 9ftUj»af Wwfctepaw Co., and the. fi)flJiji\ at ^n 
Arbor. !Py?s^ n^tings wew well attended, con^it^er^ d^ 
tanoe firout each othf^i> and the amount dt oppositioa we^ hu^ p,^' 
wuirteor. . ' , : . 

; |p q|i^e Te^>ect our condition in 3tate ^s di£Eeire4iiK^ 
o^ist ifbolitionists of other States, We have had, at no timi> aq^, 
help from the itiiterant minigtiy of the M. E. Chuw^. 
Zion's Wat^limaQ wais ^rst pulidishod and sont gratis to maay of tho 
nor&era,pcQacb9K8> ^ &w of this olaas in this State prc^essed (o b^ 
aWiitioni^ ^ blustered a jli^e in its rapport, ib«t f\t> iifir 
nnal ,c;c!ii|^peacd of ]^838, the snti-fibfdMiim 9oreira were. .bK^niyj^ '^o^ 
bear ^ppn tiiepi, ^nd they basely, saboait^d. and tb^ has b)^p,. ikf 
, last of aboUtipn in this b<^y of uiinifiters. From that day to 
aot one m;»wber of the Michigan Annuai Qonferenpo M. 
Ch«;^ h^ been kpown, in any pablic manner, to identify hifn^elf. 
witb ^ f^boHt^oniat8,of tius State. God has his own wajr in ma- 
iqg supp^e8»;Whe|n a great moral change is about to be efife<^d. 
^a|iy of 4|M»^^loQal preachers, and official laymen, men of reput^Uoa 
and mrOit rushed to the rescue, and with cnurpri^ing bddoeas and 
eofflgy pajji^agd the caus^, which was forsaken by thei|r {itastprs. 
Thifkiwi^ l^ ^9 derived from ajbojiijoiusts in generoL Jbu^ i^. 
a good dc^graa of puril^ and fervor In our soeiety. 

'Si^ aSS»^i^ the Miohig^ State Anti-SlaTezy Society were iij/t, 
&llowiog : J^aan Oillet, Sharon, President y Bev. Marcus Swift, 
X JS^ankin, a»d Rev^. Laban Smkh, Bloomfield, Vice Presidents j, 
BeT. Wnv M. Sullivan, Jwxkson, Secretanf; Dr. "V. Meeker, Le»- 
^e, Cor. Sec. ; Lyman iTenkins, Sharon, Treasurer ; B^ty, 
gard Morey, Aev. Edmund Young, Geo. J. Barker, and L«ke Q^-, 
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b«rt, of Siiarori, Rev. Willi '.m Onin©, Eatoa Co.,Bev, JoseijbEdr 
mo«61«oi;i, HidgWay, Kev. Sjimuel Nobles, Ann Arbor, Managers. 

A. committeo was appoiuted by the society to place a eopy oi 
t^oir AMi^an in tiio hands of 4be prosiding Biflitop of the etisamg 
coudu^Qce, with the request that he should lay it before that body 
at their mxt seaeioQ. The committee were Mareas Swift, Aiaaea 
GKllet, Anth6oy Yerkea, Samuel Nobles,' Dr. V. Jlieeker, Wm. M. 
Sullivan and Hagard Morey. 

In a fontaer chapter the labors of Orange Scott and George 
Sfcorrs "frer* nbticed. They were instrumental in forming several 
societies composed of ineimbeis of annual conferences. At the first - 
anniversary meeting of the Genesee Aati-Slavery Socieiy, held 
during the secsion of the annual conference for 1838, a mob was 
excited, which entirely pre vented their meeting at one time, although 
they' manag^ to do' their business, with some difficulty. ' ' 

AVtbe sesaon of the Genesee Coaferenoe,' in 1839; it became 
necessary to choose delegates to thoi General Cosferenc© of^l840. 
The rfetfommendation of the N. B. Oonfefehob toi sdter fee general 
Me'iw M to fbrMd shiTeholdittg, also trp Ibr conffi-JIeiiBia'«n. 
ThesB subjects excited deep faielihg, and a i^inted disdtt^ion was 
had upon fSie lvtibeir, which continued two days. The eydning be- « 
fate the discussion begin, forty of the anti-slavery brethren met and 
agreed, if possible, to defor tho New England resolution imtS after 
the election of delegates. But those who opposed them ta ^e 
conference were not like minded. During the diaoussion it was 
tirged by these that the proposed altbraticn \fas t^VOlutionary ; and 
great efforts were made against abolitionists in* general^ and the 
editor bf ^on'g Watchman in particular. A great dnl was said 
of dbe pr(fsoripti<m pnustised by abolitionij^, ahd th^ aeniaiDalion 
of abolition delegates by the ahti>slaVery men, was addtbed M tin- 
denee, and their pledge to support thescrfdooededaxiedprofl^ 
When ^ vote was tdken at the close of the sedond d»^, nxirf stood 
up for iioiHX>ncunenee with New England, and ihiirty for ^Ooeittiv 
rence/ Many did aoi vote eitl^ way. Tlas was ddetbed'a 
trimnph of the opponents of aniinilaveryj and titey f^pionBii tot 
^ride the spMl. ■ ^ " ■ • ; ' 
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A meeting was immediately auiiouncod, " of those opposeii 
to all proscription," to nominate General Conference delegatea, 
to bo voted for tlie following day. They met, and at once, 
prohibited all from co-operating with them, who were pledged 
to vote for anti- slavery candidates. A ticket was nominated, 
which was far from satisfactory. 

Both parties, in Conference, evidently dreaded coming to 
the election : — each hoped for success, and each dreaded de- 
feat, but at last the trial came ; six delegates were to be elect- 
ed. One hundred and twenty-five votes were cast. Sixty- 
three were necessary to a choice. Of the anti-slavery ticket, 
Asa Abell had 73 ; John Parker, 67 ; Jonas Dodge, 63 ; A. 
N. Filhnore, 64 the opposition ticket, Glezen Fillmore 
had 63, and Manly Tooker, 63. 

At the session of the Black River Conference for 1838, 
Luther Lee located ; and from that time forward, devoted him- 
self wholly to the advocacy of anti-slavery eentimente, being 
an agent for the New- York State Society. At the close of 
one of bis lectures in Utica, N. Y., 130 names were added to 
the Wesleyau Anti-slavery Society. As a specimen of the 
opposition he had to contend with, in advocating abolitionism 
at that period, the following letter is inserted : — 

" Deab Bbothkk : — A few weeks since, I gave y u a little 
account of a mob, since which, it has occurred to me, that it 
might be interesting to your readers, to furnish, from time to 
time, an account of the most important occurrences, which 
may a tend my labors, as a lecturing agent of the New- York 
State Anti-slavery Society — for your are already apprized 
that such is my calling for the present year. 

" On Friday, after the mob already described, I was blest 
with another, feS I was delivering a lecture in the Methodist 
meeting-hou3ej;*t Crane's Corners, in Litchfield, Herkimer 
County, N. Yi. This, like the former, was got up by the lov- 
ers of whiskey. I discovered, as I entered the Church, that 
a rude company were collecting about the door, and concluded 
that we should have some disturbance, but the leading brethren 
Were not expecting any such thing, as we had no Christians in 
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tliis place, who did not cave if tlio abolitionistfe were njobbed^ 
Soon after meeting commencetl, it was manifest to me, th»| 
Satan was on the spot, attended by liia faithful ally, king alco- { 
hoi, for the noise and shout of a king was heard in Satan's 
camp. I proceeded, howevar, without much interruption, until j 
I had nearly finished ray discourse, when the enemy charged. 
The first shot did not take effect, for some cause, but they 
Stion reloaded, and one was heard to say, 'now shoot him in 
his eyes and the next instant, the cliarge came, which did 
execution, tho\Lgh the eyes escaped. The reader must not be 
alarmed for my safety, for had I been killed, I could not have 
given an account of it : ' He that fights and runs away, may 
live to fight another day, — but he that is in battle slain, can 
never live to fight again.' 

" However, 1 neither run nor fell on this occasion. If the | 
leader wishes to know what kind of a gun the enemy used on i 
the occasion, he is informed it was a squirt gun, charged with 
whiskey and lamp black. I finished my discourse, for I found 
that I could talk with a black face just as well as with a white 
one, and remarked, in conclusion, that no doubt that was the 
best argument they had, with which to oppose abolition, and 
that though the congregation could all see that it was a very 
striking argument, one which a man could not get rid of so easy 
as some others, yet it was not a convincing argument, and 
could never prove abolitionists to be wrong. It reminded 
me of the cowardly sailor, vho hid himself at the comiaence- 
ment of a battle among some casks ; but soon a cannon baU 
struck a tub of butter near him, and covered him with its 
contents, whereupon he rushed into the scene of action, cry- 
ing, , ' there is no danger, they shoot nothing but butter ' — 
and so, they have got to shoot something at me worse than 
whiskey and lamp black, before I shall be conquered or dis- 
couraged, in pleading the cause of the oppressed. I do not 
know but some would contend that this mob was got up 
nndcT the 'golden rule,' for the mob, no doubt, would, ail of 
them, like to have whi.skey put into their faces, and most of 
them, rather than not to have the whiskey, would be willing 
to take a little lamp black with it ! 

" Yours, for God and the oppressed, 

"LuTHKB Lie. 

"Peru, N. Y, Oct. 16, 1838." 



Having labored in this region until the siimmer of 1839, Mft 
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lice removed to New-England, and became tbe General Agent 
of the Massachusetts Abolitioa Soc'^ty. 

Ha\ing introduced to notice the movements of tbe aboli- 
tionists iu New-England generally— in Michigau and Western 
New York, the chapter will be concluded with a brief sketcii 
jof similar proceedings in parts of Pennsylvania. 

In Philadelphia, a society was formed in March, 1837, as 
before noted. Ita members were diligent in the circulation of 
anti-slavery periodicals among the Methodist. They were 
\ represented, by delegates, In the Utica and Lowell Conven- 
1 tions of 1838. To the influence of this society may, perhaps, 
be attributed the fact, that while in New- York city, anti-slave- 
ry preachers were excluded from most, pr all, of oho Methodist 
I pulpits, there the largest churches were open to them, evea 
I while engaged in anti-slavery agencies. Among the early and 
1 devoted friends of the cause, in this city, it affords the author 

I great pleasure to mention H. J. Pepper, G. C. Wilson, T. 
Condell, T. T. Mason, Lewis Thompson, Lewis Bebee, D. N. 
Sinn, L. Soby, and others of kindred spirit. 

At Bustleton, near Philadelphia, a society was formed, of 
more than forty members, of which John G. Chase was chair- 
j man. Both of these societies were subsequently much afflict' 
> ed, by the persecution of soiae of their members for opinion's 
I sake. The particulars hereafter. 

j At Clarke, Honesdale, Meadviile, (as before ^med,) and 
I other places, flourishing societies were formed. The Philadel- 
I phia Annual Conference, however, gave no evidence of sympa- 
I thy with abolitionism : and very few of its members were ever 
j suspected of leaning that way. Excepting two or three among 
tbe juniors, they were nearly unanimous in efforts to oppose 
and crash any developments of that character. 

The reason of this may be found in the fact that the slave- 
holding State of Delaware, and part of the Eastern shore of 
Maryland, are within the limits of that Annual Conference. 
And, until recently, some of the mlmsters have been skve- 

I 
I 
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holders, to my personal knowledge. As late as the session of 
that body for 1846, a slaveholder was elected to elder's orders, 
showing how little they were affected with anti-slavery feel- 
ing in that region. In no section of the country has so little 
sympathy been awakened in behalf of the slave, among Me- 
thodists, as in Pennsylvania. 

In a letter to the author, dated January 22, 1848, J. P. 
Betkor says, " The only anti-slavery Convention of Metho- 
dists, after 1836, in Pittsburgh, Pa , convened pursuant to a 
call in handbill form, published by myself, in 1839." The 
cause, however, advanced by the efforts of individual ministers ; 
among whom stood foremost Rev. E. Smith, of the Pittsburgh 
Conference, whoso proscription for abolition's sake will be no- 
ticed hereafter. 



CHAPTER III. 

A KEW PAPER STAHTED— -GENERAL COKFEnENCK OF 1840 — DELS_ 
gates' HAMES — RTTMOEED PROSCRirXION — ANTl-SLAVEKr PETI- 
TIOKS — HEW-TORK MEMORIAL— REPORT ON SLAVERY — O. SCOTT's 
SPEECH — ^BISHOP HEDDIKg's COMPLAINT — S. COMFORt'c CASE — 

BISHOP SOULE's resolutions — COLORED MEMBERS' MEMORIAL 

ACTION ON CONFERENCE RIGHT.S— WESTMORELAND PETITION — 
IfEW-TORK AND NEW-GARDEN CONVENTIONS. 

In the preceding chapter, the movements of anti- slavery Me- 
thodists out of New-England, from 1836 to 1838, were, to some 
extent, presented to notice. In a previous chapter, the move- 
ments in New-England, with other facts, were traced down to 
the same period. This will continue the general narrative. 
Passing over many incidents, during 1839, similar to those 
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related, tlie following facts are submitted to the reader, as suiE- 
cient to mark the progress made. Prior to the General Con- 
ference of 1840, at Baltimore, the New-England Annual Con- 
ferences chose anti-slavery delegates to represent them. So, 
also, did two or three other Conferences. Memorials to the 
General Conference from two Annual Conferences, hundreds 
of ministers, and thousands of members, were also prepared 
and forwarded. 

On the 6th of January, 1840, a new anti-slavery paper was 
issued in Lowell, Mass., Jotham Horton and Orange Scott, 
editors, called the American Wesleyan Observer. Its princi- 
ples were liberal — suited to general reading. The special de- 
sign was to furnish New- England Methodists with a channel 
of free discussion on slavery. It proposed to continue for six 
months, which would include the sittings of the General Con- 
ference, whose proceedings would thereby find an early com- 
munication to the public. It proved to be a spirited sheet ; 
sustaining well the character of its worthy editors and cor- 
respondents. 

No events of special importance occurred prior to the Gene- 
ral Conference of 1840, in Baltimore. During its sessions, 
several incidents occured, deserving notice at this time. 

Prior to its commencement, a series of articles from Dr. 
Bangs appeared in the Advocate and Journal of Ne«^ork, 
on the subject of " Union." They were more especi^y de- 
signed to show the power of the General Conference over an 
Annual Conference, and affirmed that it could cut off an An- 
nual Conference in a supposed case of derilection, frcm the de- 
nominational standard. These articles, with sundr j rumors 
afloat, in the vicinity, led many to conjecture that it was con- 
templated to cut off the Abolition Conferences, or, at least, 
prevent some of ^he more obnoxious anti-slavery delegates from 
being allowed a S3at in that body. Slueh attention was direct- 
ed to these matters by the abolitionists, and some public dis- 
cussion ensued. It was understood, subsequently, that Dr. B. 
18* 



disclaimed the application some had made of his arguments. 
And, if the purposes named above wore entertained, they 
were abandouedj as no such plans were ever named in public. 
An incident ia the Committee on Slavery strengthens the 
probability that violent measures were contemplated, in refer- 
ence to some individuals, at least. The fact alluded to was 
this : when the subject of preparing a report was considered, 
the Northern members, not abolitionists, were unwilling to ex- 
press an opinion of slavery in their report. This conservative 
course was displeasing to the Southern members, who wanted 
ihem to say that slavery was a moral evil, if they thought so. 
Said Wm. Smith, "We, at the South, do not believe slavery 
a moral evil. If you from the free States think with us, say 
so. But if vnu think it is a moral evil, hands off that brother," 
pointing to Orange Scott. This may have been suggested by 
an intimatiou that such a " laying on of hands" was thought 
of by some. In view of other facts, it ia repeated that this 
" strengthens the probability." 

The General Conference of 1840 was organized May 1. It 
consbted of 145 delegates from twenty-eight Annual Confer- 
ences. John A. Collins was chosen Secretary, and James B. 
Houghtaling and Thomas B. Sargent, Assistants. 

The next day the presentation of anti-slavery petitions com- 
mence The first was offered by Orange Scott. It was from 
JSfew-Tork city. A slaveholder, J. Early, at once moved the 
appointment of one from each Conference, as a Committee on 
slavery. That Committee consisted of the following persons: 
N. Bangs, 0. Scott, J). B. Randall, J. Templeton, T. Sjrtcer, 
R. Hopkins, J. C, Ayres, S. Chace, O. Peck, J. H. Power, J, 
Parker, Lj L. Haioline, A. Mumoe, H. Crews, H. H. Bascom, 
A. Eddy, E. F. Sevier, S. S. Moody, J. M. Holland, E. V. 
Levert, G-. F. Pierce, W. M. Wightmaa, J, Jamieson, Wra. A. 
Smith, S. Brison, M. Sorin, and E. W. Petherbridgc. Four 
of whe twenty-eight were abolilionists. The doings of this 
Committee will be hereafter noticed. Anti-slavery petition* 



and !ticmorials were presented, by tiie following persons, from 
the places named : 

Ouangk Scott, presented, dirring the session, the following 
petition and memorials : From tho New-England Confer- 
ence, read and referred — New- York city ; Lowell, Grill, Wey- 
mouth, Ilolliston. Gi"eeufield, Nantucket, Northfield, Oharles- 
town, Lcyden, Claremont, and Brookficld, Mass. ; Square 
Pond, Conn ; Rochester, Vt. ; Oswego and Louisville Circuits, 
Black Ri^er Conference ; Courtlandville, Cazenovia and Lo}^- 
don, Oneida Conference ; Plymouth and Woostcr Circuits, 
Michigan Conference ; Seneca FallS; Genesee Conference ; 
Troy and Cincinnati, Ohio Conference ; Ipswich, Mass. ; 
Barnesville, Pittsburgh Conference ; Ner/port and Economy, 
Indiana Conference ; Penn-Yatm, Genesee Conference. 

JogEpn A. Mkrbiij; from Springfield, Webster, and Dur- 
bury, Mass. ; Barnesville Circuit, Erie Conference. 

PniNKAs Cbandali ; from New-Bedford and Fall River, 
Massachusetts. 

J oHN Parker ; from Copely, Michigan Conference ; and the 
Quarterly Conference of Victor Station, Gene.see Conference. 

Jonas Dodge; from Ridgeway, Lewiston, Palmyra, Middle- 
port, Walworth, and Poultney\'ille Circuits, and Newark Sta- 
tion, Genesee Conference ; East Cayuga and Speedville Cir- 
enits, Oneida Conference. 

Glezev Fillmoke; from the Genesee Annual Conference; 
read and referred. 

AsAHEL N. Fillmore ; from Medina Station, and Sweden 
Circuit, Genesee Conference. 

JoxHAM HoutoN ; from Wesley Station, Lowell, and Lu- 
nenburg, Mass. 

Abram D. Merril ; from Providence, R. L 

EzEKiEL RoBiNsox ; from Kent's Hill and Greenfield, Me! ; 
Farns\. jrth, N. H. ; and from the Maine Annual Conferenoo. 
^!h© last —as read. 
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Asa Ab eli.; from Middlebury, V t. ; Liberty and Naplot 
Circuits, Gienosee Conference. 

Truman Seymoxjh ; from Berkshire and Moore Circuits ; 
and from Shelburne and F errisbuvg, Vt. 

Sherman Minor; from "Weybridge Circuit, Troy Conference. 

Elijah H. Pilcher ; from the Quarterly Meeting Confer- 
ence of Kingham, Michigan Conference. 

EzEKiEL W. Stickney ; from Providence. 

R. C. Bailey ; from Exeter Circuit, Maine Conference. 

Manly Tooker : from Canandaigua Circuit, Genesee Conf 

Schuyler Chamberlain ; from Kingston Circmt and Sane 
Town Station, New-Hampshire Conference. 

James Templeton; from Chelsea, Vt. 

Gardner Baker; from Mexicoville, Black River Conference^ 

Elias Bowkn : from Madison and Morrisville, Oneida Conf 

Z. Paddock ; from New- York Mills, Oneida Conference. 

As the presentation of petitions constituted the first an* 
R prominent movement of abolitionism at this Conference 
much pams has been taken to examine the published journal 
and give a particular account of it. It will be of interest U 
all to know these facts. 

The importance attached to this mode of action, by soma 
will be appreciated more fully from the following incident 
Wm. M. Bunting, the son of Jabez Bunting, D. D., of tbr 
English Wesleyans, at an anti-slavery meeting held at New 
Castle, Aug., 1840, said — 

" There is only one step further which we could take. Aai 
in coming to Conference, I assure you it was an anxious quea 
tion with me, whether we ought not to proceed to somethift, 
more practical, amounting to a disclaimer of all future coit 
nexion with the American Church, while she continued in sin— 
(applause). If you will permit me, I will just tell you on wha 
grounds I came to the negative of that question. In the fira 
place, because by such a step we should forfeit the opportuni 
ty and right of reiterating the remonstrances which cxperien<5 
proved had already been in a great degree effective ; and V 
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the second place, because I considered, that whilo there are to 
be found some of the worst specimens of fallen nature in Ame- 
rica, there are also to be found there some of the noblest speci- 
mens of humanity. I knew that memorials, from upwards of 
10,000 Methodists, had been presented to the Baltimore Con- 
ference, in favor of abolition, and that among them, were up- 
wards of 500 ministers; and I was informed they constituted 
only a tenth part of the members of the Episcopal Methodist 
Church of America, who hold the same sentiments." — Quoted 
from the New- Castle Courant, Aug. 14, 1840. 

One of the petitions from New- York, presenied by Orange 
Scoi.t, purported to be signed by more than eleven hundred 
members of the ChurcL in that city. This astounded the 
New- York delegates and others, who supposed that abolition- 
ism was almost destroyed there by (heir vigorous persecutions. 
As this is a curious affair, and' will develop some interesting 
faQts, showing the vigorous opposition anti-slavery men had 
to contend with, it will be given in detail. How remarkable, 
that so much pains should be taken, by distinguished clergy- 
men, to prove that their people did not feel for " those in 
bonds as bound with them !" 

When the news reached New- York, two, of more, wrote to 
Dr. Bangs on the subject, who sent, forthwith, on his own re- 
sponsibility, ard without consulting the Committee on Slavery, 
said memorial back to the city. A great Committee, of some 
thirty persons, was appointed to scour the city, in order to 
ascertain who and what these signers were. This examina- 
tion resulted in a Protest from New- York. This protest, 
with the accompanying documents, was borne fiom New- York 
to Baltimore, we believe, by C. A. Davis and D. M. Keese. 
By request of Dr. Bangs, C. A. Davis came forward and took 
his seat near the altar, to assist in presenting th© protest and 
documents. 

The protest stated, in general terms, that the memorial had 
been signed by 813 females I This would leave 341 males. It 



liiithiu ciuugad luuiiioriiii with fraiul uutl i:ui*f:;tn'K'w : (li 
ritiiteil tliai, it »vas an ini{U(«tuin anii. libfi. 

'I'hv ( '(liiiHiitteo oil Sliivery, tlirou^li Dr. 15iui|^.s, clidiiinaii, 
ropoitctl Oil f.ho i'rotost, bat tboir report wun never takviU up 
from the tubio. It contained a coiidttiuiiation of all abolition 
inovemontg io general, and the New-i^^ork memorial in particu- 
lar. But the firmness of Oraiige Scott, who chi>.lleugod au 
investigation of the whole affair in the city of New- York, and 
charged Messrs. Davis and Reese wicii getting up the piotcst 
for effect, cooled the ardor of his focH, and taught them that 
prudencrt was the better part of valor. 

An investigation was instituted by the Abolitionists in 
iVew-York, in reference to the getting up of the Protest, 
when it was clcirlj proved, that the most unfak means were 
used to accomplish the work of defaming the Abolitionists, 
It was ascertained, that the double signatures, on the memorial, 
were occasioned bv inadvertently mixing the petitions on temper- 
ance and slavery, both having been signed by the same persons. 
The alleged " forgeries" were admitted to be genuine by the 
signers, or sworn to, by the person obtaining their signatures. 
The names specified as "not members" by the protest, were 
all proven to be members in good standing. The *' fictitious 
names and places" sustained by citing the name of Miss Pat- 
ten, 219 Allon-street, who could not be found, by the "pro- 
test"-er8, was disproved, by finding her at l'J9 Allen-street. 
Those who " had not signed the memorial" on Slavery were 
by mistake transferred from the one on temperance, which they 
did sign. Those who consented to be reported as " imposed 
upon," were interrogated by the "protest" -ants as follows: 
Did you sign the petition for amalgamation ? — for the division 
of the Church?— for a new Discipline? &c., &c. Surely 
they were imposed upon by the enemies of abolition! The 
whole affair was made to bear quite another aspect. An ex- 
tended report of the triumphant vindication of the memorial 
prewnted by 0. Scott, was published in Zion's Watchman for 



Jiuu; 'r/, fH-IO, und ill Uu; AiimiicjMi VVeHloyaii (U).sci'v<u- tiu- 
Juiy !». 

Tlio at'iioi! ut' (5k' (iomuiitk't! un Slavoiy liavifig tlieso peti- 
tions ill charge, deserves pui tieulaT iilteiitioii. The first report 
of tlM Cuniiuittce, May 14, wa« that they wished io bo did- 
o^iarged (Voiu tho coiiHidcraMoii of fche acts of the Annual Ooa- 
ferenccs on th<5 subject of Slavery. This waa not granted. 
Tlieir iiext report presented tho following propositions : 

1, That it is inexpedient to express any opinion, or tj 
adopt any measures to control or juodify Slavery as it exis s 
in t!ie United States, other than those now recognized in o .r 
book of Di.scipline. 

" '2. That the General Coriferenco, In its legislative capacity, 
has no authority to expound the general rules of the Discipline. 

" 8. That it is to be regretted that Annual Conferences have, 
in some instances, exprcs^ied conflicting oj iniuns on the item on 
Slavery in the general rules, and on the subject generally ; and 
considering the great delicacy of this subject, as well as the ne- 
cessity of union among ourselves, it is the will of the General 
Couferenee that the Annual Conferences, in their action upon 
this subject iu future, should closely adhere to tho language 
of the Discipline, as it now stands. 

" Respectfully submitted, 

" Baltimore, May 19, 1840. N. Bangs, Chairnuin" 

When this was oflFered, the minority asked leave to present 
a counter report, but it was denied In the speech of Orange 
Scott against the above report, everything was said that they 
desired to offer. When he rose to speak, the rule limiting 
speakers to fifteen mini;tes was su.spended. The official re- 
porter of the General Conference, for the New- York Advocate 
and Journal, said :— 

" The speaker's manner throughout was dispassionate and 
conciliatory, and his whole address free from offensive or in- 
flammatory epithets. He was beard with the greatest respect 
and attention by the body, and by a very large audience, 
which had convened to listen to the debate on this theme." 

A spirited discu-ssion ensued, but no action was had by which, 
the redolutiou of the report became the language of the Ghjne- 



rul l.'ont'eroiico. After the famous Protest was referred to tlio 
Couuuittee od Slavery, unotlier series of resolutions were ofter- 
ed coudeuuiatory of all abolitiuu movements. But they wero 
never acted ou. The whole result of their labors, during many 
long sessious and heated discussions, was — nothing ! 

The trial and acquittal of 0. Scott and L. R. Sunderland, 
at the New-England Conference, on charges preferred by 
Bishop Kedding, will be given in detail hereafter. This event 
was the occasion of an interesting discussion, when Bishop 
HeJding, May 9, presented a memorial to the General Confer- 
ence, and stated that, at a Conference in 18.S8, he had com- 
plained of two brethren for saying improper things against him ; 
that the Conference had acquitted those brethren contrary to 
what he believed was the law and evidence in the case ; and 
he advised tiiom at the time, that though he believed they had 
erred in judgment, and not in intention, in clearing these 
brethren, yet inasmuch as he believed them verily guilty, and 
ought to have been condemned, and as their acquittal involved 
an implied censure upon him, that he had determined to call 
the attention of the General Conference to this case, as record- 
ed on the journals of that Conference ; though he supposed he 
had no right to an appeal. He had not stated to what Confer- 
ence he referred, but he would do so if the General Confer- 
ence desired it. N. Bangs arose and moved that the case be 
referred to a select committee of five, which was carried, and 
the committee were appointed as follows : N. Bangs, Wm. H. 
Baper, Geo. Peck, J. Dempster, and J. Early. 

Two weeks after this, the committee reported that the 
Bishop and the delegates fro'.ii the Annual Confoi enee com- 
plained of, had a meeting in their presence, and the difficulty 
was " amicably settled." A few days after, the Committee on 
Itinerancy pyesented a report. 

" This report consisted of exceptions taken to the adminis- 
tration of the different Conferenoes, aud prescribed, in the form 
of resolutions, rules for the regujjition of their admiqistration, in 
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future. In fcbo preamble, the New-England Conference, 0, 
Scott and La Roy Sunderland were alluded to in terms of 
great severity. 

After adopting the resolutions, with which the report con- 
cluded. Mr. Dodge moved to amend, by introducing an excep- 
tion to the Georgia Conference resolutions, which declared 
that slavery, as it exists in the United States, is not a moral 
evil. He supported his motion by a forcible and highly cred- 
itable speech. Ho was replied to by Rev. Mr. Hodges, of 
Georgia, who attempted to define the resolutions and defend 
them by the peculiar circumstances under which they were 
passed. Then, it was moved and seconded to lay the motion 
of Mr. Dodge upon the table ; which prevailed by a strong ma- 
jority. So that the Conference refused to take exceptions to 
the Georgia Conference resolutions. J. Horton moved that 
all that part of the preamble of the report relating to the New- 
England Conference be laid on the table — lost. P. Crandall 
moved that that part of the preamble be stricken from the re- 
port, and supported his motion by a pertinent speech. Mr. 
Stickney followed, and warned the Conference against the fear- 
ful consequences of the New-England Church, of sending out 
that portion of the preamble. 

Bishop Hedding then arose, and advised that that part of 
the preamble be stricken out, and after expressing his strong 
attachments to the New-England Conference, having been 
connected with it for about twenty years, he proceeded to 
state the reasons for the advice he had given. The assumed 
irregularities of that Conference had arisen from a wide 
spread and intense excitement, which had been awakened and 
kept alive by the combined operation of various causes. He 
alluded to the passage of the Georgia Conference resolu- 
tions, as one of the causes which had contribu ted to inflame »■ 
this excitement, and, said he, ' now you have laid the motion 
tib take exceptions to those resolutions on the table, and if 
that portion of the preamble is sent out, it may contribute to 
increase the excitement.' Wm. A. Smith opposed the views ad- 
vanced by Bishop Hedding, in quite an inflammatory speech, 
in which it was thought he misrepresented Bishop Hedding. 
He said Slavery in the abstract, that is, in a metaphysical 
sense, had no moral character at all Before concluding his 
remarks the Conference was «djourned. 

During the afternoon session the report of the Cotnmit- 
19 
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tec on Itinerancy being under consideration, the motion to 
strike outall ot'tlie preamble rektingto the New-England Con- 
ference was in Oider. Mr. k^mitli proceeded to finish the remarkf3 
which he was making at the hour of the adjimrnmen". of the 
morning session. He entered into an extended argument on 
the subject of Slavery, and attempted to prove that it, is not 
a moral evil. He was followed by several speakers ; and 
finally, on motion the whole preamble was struck out." 

No official condemnation of the course pursued by Aboli- 
tionists was put forth, although it was desired by many and 
expected by wore. The language of the Bishop's address evi- 
dently invited it. Hear them : " Wo regret that we are com- 
pelled to say that in some of the Northern and Eastern Con- 
ferences, in contravention of your Christian and pastoral 
counsel, the subject, (slavery and its abolition), has been agi- 
tated in such forms and in such a spirit as to disturb the 
peace of the Church." 

There was a willingness to condemn Abolitionists shown by 
the action proposed by the Committees on Slavery and Itine- 
rancy. Hear the report of the Committee on Slavery : 

"Whereas, our Church in various places, has bflen much 
agitated on the subject of Modern Abolitionism for several 
years past ; and, whereas, it is most desirable to tranquillize 
these troubled waters, that we may pursue our appropriate 
calling in peace and harmony, therefore — 

Resolved, By (he delegate.'? of the several Annual Conferen- 
ces in General Conference assembled ; 1. That it is incompati- 
ble with our duty as Christians and Christian ministers to agi- 
tate' the Church on the above subject, any farther than we may 
feel ourselves bound to express our individual opinions on 
proper occasions, in temperate language, with suitable defer- 
ence and respect for the opinions and character of those from 
whom we may conscientiously differ. 2. That we highly dis- 
approve of the conduct of those who disturb the peace of the 
Church by their intemperate and inflammatory speeches and 
publications, by forming Anti-slavery Societies or Conventions 
in the Church, and giving them currency by taking the nime 
of Methodists, or by bringing the doctrines of modern abolition- 
ism into Quarterly and Annoal Oonfereiioea, class, and any 
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other meetings of devoLioti. * * * * 3. That it be, and 
hereby is made the dnty of all the Atinual Conferences, bishops, 
presiding elders and preachers, to use their influence to banish 
the above practices from among us. 

KespectfuUy submitted, 

N. JBanos, Chauman." 

Tha most probable reason why some definite action against 
abolitionism, was not tateu, was the degree of excitement and 
lnt^Jrest associated with the case of Silas Comfort. A full view 
of this case, including all the action proposed or had on it is 
worthy of record. It will bo referred to hereafter. The foots 
are these : 

Silas Comfort, of tho Missouri Conference, was charged with 
mal -administration for receiving the testimony of a colored per- 
son against a white person in a Charch trial, although bis 
character passed unccnsured. He appealed to tho Genera! 
Conference. Bishop Waugh presented his appeal, May 7. 
It was laid on the table for the present. On motion of George 
Feck, May 15, it was called up, and made the order of the day 
for the next day. The appeal was taken up. George Peck 
ftddressed the Conference on behalf of the appellant. The 
Missouri delegates replied, and Mr. Peck responded, S. G 
KosEel proposed the following t 

" Resolved, That the decision of the Missouri Conference 
be sustained." 

W. Winans offered as a substitute—" That the decision be 
affirmed ; except so much of the decision as passes his charac- 
ter which should be reversed." This was admitted. Before 
the vote was taken, that part referring to Comfort's character 
was witbdrawn. The simple affirmation of the decision was 
then negatived. Yeas 46 ; Nays 65. 

Tho next day. May 18, J. S. Tomlinson moved a reconsid- 
eration ; but after some discussion withdrew it. I. A. Few 
then offered the following: 

**Resohedf That it is inexpedient and unjustifiable, for any 
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prsachei' among u3, to permit colored persons to give testimony* 
agaiusfc white persons, in any State vcheve they are denied tliafe 
privilege in trials at law." George Peek, D.D., seconded it. 

S. Gr. Roszel offered a substitute, directing preachers in 
charge in slaveholding States and territories, not to admit such 
testimony. This was laid on the table, and Ignatius A. Few's 
resolution was adopted, by a vote of 74 yeas to 46 nays. 

On Tuesday P. M., May 26, the vote refusing to aflSrm the 
decision of the Missouri Conference, was reconsidered, and it 
was resolved That the appeal of Silas Conafort be not enter- 
tained," in view of the fact, that no censure or reproof was 
given him. 

J. S. Tomlinson offered a substitute which was laid on the 
table. It proposed, in addition to the above, to " erase from 
j the journals all the proceedings" in this case, including Few's 
! resolution. 

I Gt. Peck then moved to consider Few's resolution. But 
an adjournment prevented action. Two days after, it was 
taken up agai-^. W. A. Smith offered, as a subtitute, " That 
the resolution be reconsidered and amended, so that the An- 
nual Conferences may allow such testimony, if they "judge it 
expedient." 

G-. Gary offered a substitute for this, which proposed to re- 
scind all the proceedings, except the refusal to entertain the 
appeal of Comfort, and give annual Conferences authority to 
determine whether colored testimony should be received Oj 
not. This was laid on the table. 

The vote was now taken on Smith's motion, to reconsider 
and amend Ignatius A. Few's, by adopting it again, with the 
clause added respecting Annual Conferences, allowing or dis- 
allowing the testimony of colored persons. The vote was 
yeas 69, nays 69. Bishop Hedding declined giving the cast- 
ing vote, so the resolution of I. A. Few was not reconsidered. 

The final decision of this case was, in fact, two-fold. First. 
The General Conference refused to listen to Comfort's appeal. 
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Second. They declared such conduct as hia, unjustifiable and 
inexpedient. 

It is seldom that more words are used to express less ideas, 
thau the following resolutions, presented by Bishop Soule, and 
adopted by the General Conferenco, June 2, two days before 
the Conference adjourned : 

" Resolved, 1. That ia the decision of this Conference in the 
case of Rev. Silas Comfort, it is not intended to express, or 
imply, that the testimony of colored persons against white per- 
sons, in Church trials, is either expedient or justifiable, in any 
of the slaveholding States or Territories, where the civil laws 
prohibit such testimony in trials at law. 

2. That it is not the intention of this Conference in the 
adoption of tbe resolution of Ksv. Ignatius Few, of Georgia, 
in regard to the admission of the testimony of colored persons, 
to prohibit such testimony in Church trials, in any of the 
States or Territories, where it is the established rule of the 
Church to admit, and where in the judgment of the Constitu- 
tional judicatories of the Church, such testimony may be ad- 
mitted, with safety to the peace of society, and the best inter- 
ests of all concerned. 

3. That it is not the intention of tbe Conference in either of 
the above cases, or in any action had by this body, to express 
or imply any distrust or want of confidence in the Christian 
piety and integrity of the numerous body of colored members 
under our pastoral care, to whom we are bound by the bonds 
of the gospel of Christ, and for whose spiritual and eternal in- 
terests, together with all our fellow men, of every color and in 
every relation, and condition in life, we will never cease to 
labor." 

The first is unmeaning^ and useless. It disclaims what no 
one would suspect them of. Had they not said it was inexpe- 
dient and unjustifiable ? Why so gravely and solemnly afl&nn 
lhat ^hey did not mean the opposite ? 

The second resolution disclaims absolute and universal pro- 
hibition of colored testimony, but qualifies the exception in such 
a manner, that it really maKcs the action of the Conference 

look more obnoxioua than it appeared without the explanation. 
19* 
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The third way a Hhamelosa confession of the " Chi'istian i^aty 
and integrity" of their " eoloied uienibors," whom they had, 
nevertheless, treated with a dregree of contempt, which ver- 
biage cannot gloss Ov^er, and no explanations justify. 

Not only waa it deemed inexpedient and unjustifiable, to re- 
ceive their testimony against white persons charged with crime 
but also to allow them to speak for themselves, by a petition, 
to that General Conference, by whom they bad been " stripfc 
of the dignitj' of Christians, degraded in the scale of humanity, 
and treated as criminals, for no other reason than the color of 
their skin 1" 

The following petitition was presented to Thomas B. Sar- 
gent, and by him given to one of the Bishops. But it was never 
presented. A copy of i.*- was afterwards published in Zion's 
Watchman, with a letter from "A colored Baltimorean," June 
SO, 1840. 

"PETITION, 

**From the official members of the Sharp-streel and Ashhury colored 

M. E. Churches, Baltimore^ 
To the General Conference of the M. E. Church, convened in this 

cily.- 

iDsAit BRKTiriszur, — Wo have learned with profound regret, 
with unutterable emotion, that your vftcrable body adopted on 
the 18th instant, a resolution which substantially declares that 
it is inexpedient and unjustifiable to admit the testimony of 
colored persons against the white members of the Church, in 
those States where colored testimony against white persons, 
in civil and criminftl cases, is illegal. 

The adoption of such a resolution, by our highest ecclesiasti- 
cal judicatory, a judicatory composed of the most experienced, 
and the wisest brethren in the Church, the choice selection of 
twenty-eight Annual Conferences, has inflicted, we fear, an ir- 
reparable injury upon eighty thousand souls for whom Christ 
died — souls, which, by this act of your body, have been stript 
of the dignity of Christians, degraded in the scale of humanity, 
and treated as criminals, for no other reason than the color of 
their skin I Yoor resolution \m, in coy bumble opicion, vir- 



tually declared that a mere physical peculiarity, the handy 
work of our all-wise and benevolent Creator, is prima facio 
evidence of incompetency to teli tho truth, or is an uneniiig 
indication of unvvorthiness to bear testimony against a fellow 
being whose skiu is deuominated white. 

Believing that the adoption of this resolution, by your ven- 
erable body, is eminently calculated to foster and strengthen 
that unholy pride of caste, and those unchristian prejudices 
which are ti-aoipling us in the dust, and marring, as far as they 
can do it, the iueflaceable traces of the image of God, stamped 
upon our deathless spirits; believing that the deed you have 
done, could have originated in that love which works no ill 
for its neighbor, but iu a disposition to propitiate that spirit 
which is not to be appeased, except through toncessions deroga- 
tory to the dignity of our holy religion; — knovring that the 
adoptiou of this soul-sickening resolution has destroyed the 
peace and alienated the affections of twenty-five hundred souls, 
members ox the church in this city, but who now feel that they 
are but spiritual orphans or scattered sheep, who are doomed to 
wander, if not to perish, having no spiritual shepherd who, they 
believe, cares for them ; we say, being thus impressed, and 
thus circumstanced, we feel called upon most solemnly to pro- 
test against this act of the General Conference, whereby every 
colored member of the Church is unjustifiably and unnecessarily 
disfranchised and degraded. We protest against this act of the 
Conference, because it justifies the wicked and * condemns the 
just,' and is, consequently, an ' abomination to the Lord ;' be- 
cause its tendency is to make one portion of the community 
proud, haughty, vain-glorious and overbearing ; and produces 
m the other a state of imbittered feeling, which effectually im- 
pedes the fi-ee course of the gospel among them, when pro- 
claimed by those to whom they have been accustomed to look 
as their spiritual guides. 

Brethren, out of the abundance of tho heart we have spoken. 
Our grievance is before you I If you have any regard for the 
salvation of the eighty thousand immortal souls committed to 
your care ; if you would not thrust beyond the pale of the 
church, twenty-five hundred souls in this city, ( a few words 
lost,) — if you woiJd not incur the fearful, the tremendous re- 
sponsibility, of offending not only one, but many thousands ot 
his ' little ones ;' we conjure you to wipe from yom' journal, 
the odious resolation which is ruining oar people. 
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Erttliren, wo are led to Ixjliove tliafc, ooukl the iiistigatcf^s 
and supporters of this most cxcofitionable rcBulutioi), only seo 
the evil which its adoption by the Ooulbience has ahcady duiio 
— could they witness thq heart-reudlug spectacle of a whole 
people in sackcloth, they would see cause to go out speedily 
and weep bitterly. To those of our brethren, from whatever 
part of the Union they may have come who espoused our cause 
in the hour of trial, we tender our heart-felt thanks ; they 
have our prayers and our tears, the blessing of the poor, and 
these wo know are not unheeded by the Great Head of the 
church, who is no respecter of persons. 

Finally, biethren, if you expunge from your Conference 
Journal the resolution in question, we shall be greatly relieved, 
and shall legard the act as an evidence that you are not un- 
mindful of our spiritual interests. On the contrary, if you, 
upon a reconsideration of the subject, (for which we pr^iy,) 
justify the deed you have done, you will, to say the least, ren- 
der it impossible for us to esteem you very highly in love for 
your work's sake. 

And now, brethren, if in giving you an honest expression of 
our convictions and feelings, we have, in your view, 'gone forth 
beyond discretion's mark,' or employed a phraseology savoring 
of asperity, we beseech you, before you pass judgment upon us, 
in this respect— (tor we wholly disclaim any intention of offend- 
ing or irritating)— to review the character of the resolution 
adopted, and its disastrous effects upon otu* interests and hap- 
piness ; reflect that we are men, and have all the sensibilities 
of men ; and you will, peihaps, come to a different conclusion, 
or pass upon us a mitigated sentence. 

That the Great Head of the Church may guide you in your 
deliberations, and conduct you to the best conclusion, in the 
fervent prayer of your much afflicted brethren." 

This addressed was signed by about forty persons. 

Among the interesting incidents of the Conference was the 
case of David Dorchester, Presiding Elder of the New-England 
Conference, which determined the question of Conference 
Rights. A brief statement of facts will suffice. He had been 
charged with mal administration, for refusing to allow the 
Westfield Quarterly Conference, to pass resolutions against 
Blavery. From this decision he appealed to the General Coo- 
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ference. His appeal wu» opposed, ably, by Mr- Scott, urul 
others. The decision of tlie iS'ow' -EiigluiKl ( !onfbiei)ce, wu.s, 
liowevor. revcraed : and thus tho doctiine of the Bishops and 
Presiding Elders, was endorsed, that Annual and (Quarterly 
Conferences were bound to submit to the decisions of their 
Presidents. An able and protracted discussion was had on 
" Conference Eights,'' during the few years previous, employ- 
ing the pens of Bishop Hedding, Dr. Fisk, Dr. Luckey and 
others, in favor of high toned prerogative ; and Orange Scott, 
Jotham Horton, C. F. Cox and others, on the opposite side of 
the question. The decision above named, was rather an ex- 
pression of what they desired the law to be, than an exposition 
of the law as it was. For, soon after the action in Mr. Dor- 
chester's case, the Committee on revising the Discipline, re- 
ported amendments, declaring it the duty of Bishops and Pro- 
siding Elders, " to decide all questions of law." And in a re- 
solution accompanying this, explained the late provision by 
saying — " The Ptesident of an Annual Conference or Quar- 
terly-Meeting Conference, has the right to decline putting any 
question to vote, when, in his judgment, it does not relate to 
the proper business of a Conference." Another resolution 
declares their right to adjourn the Conferences" when, in 
their judgment, the proper business is done. Tho Conferences 
to have the privilege, only, of " recording their dissent on tho 
journals." The enactment of these laws, prove, that the pre- 
vious action of Bishops and Presiding Elders, was without 
law, if not contrary to law, and did not promote the peace of 
the Church. Its contrary effect will be seen hereafter. 

The last item of the proceedings of this body to be noticed, 
is the action on the memorial ^of tho Stewards and others, of 
Westmoreland Circuit, Baltimore Conference, complaining of 
that Conference, for refusing to elect to ordination, local 
preachers, oa the single ground of their being slaveholders. 
This was referred to a Committee of nine ; Henry B. Bascom, 
chairman. The report presents a general view of the sub- 
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jeot anc? (Kindude,'! ^ith the following resolution, which was j 

Mesolved, By Ih^ flelejjates of the several Annual Confer- 
encea in Geaerali Confere^c^ assembled; Tha^, under the 
provisional ex^eptioi* of thji general rule of the i<!!hureh on the 
subject of Sl^verjV ;tfcp simple holding of slpes,, c*:^oiere 
ownership of fslave property, in States or TemtQries, UhAtv. the 
laws do not admit of emancipation, and permit the liberated 
slave to enjoy freedom, constitutes no legal barrier to the elec- 
tion or ordination of rtiihisters to the various grades of office 
known in the ministry of th© Methodist Episcopal Cbureh ; 
and cannot, therefore, be considered as operating any forfeiture 
of right in view of such election and ordination." 

With this view of its action, these remarks vdll conclude by 
a brief recapitulation of some of the doings of the General, 
Conference. 

1. The action of tba Missouri Conference, declaring the ad- 
mission of colored testimony mal-administration, was virtually 
endorsed, by the final action on Comfort's appeal. 

2. The color of the skin was made a badge of ecclesiastical 
degradation, to the reproach of man and the dishonor of God, 
by the adoption of Few's resolutioa 

3. Tlio CoiiiOi'eiiCd oudoiiieu tho seatimeut, that Slavery 
" is not a moral, evil," by taking no exception to that declara- 
tion of the Georgia Annual Conference, and by refusing to 
act when special attention was called to that matter, by 
Dodge, of Gencseo. 

4. It refused even the indirect censure of 'advising the 
Annual Conferences, to " adhere closely to the language of 
tlic Discipline, in their action upon this subject in future," by 
leti.*ng the very equivocal report of the Committee on Slavery 
lie on the table unnoticed. 

5. It took away the right of Conferences to act on the sub- 
ject of Slavery, by giving arbitrary power to the Presidents, 
whose single " jadgraent" shall control their entire action. 

6. It declared, in the most solemn manner, that " the simple 
holding of slaves oonslUuies no legal baixier to the eleoti<ni or or-< 



^oationof miniaters to the v«rious grades of ofBeeknowa va tto 
4:^Uj^ustpy of the Metli(Hli5»-3?pi«icopal Church/' in the circjwx- 
8tai;w5e8 nwTnedin the re3oluti^«n oa the Westmoreland saemoriial. 

^jijDd in their address ta iheWesleyan^ of Engh^nd, "all in- 
termeddling with tho, subject of emancipation" in the Sonthem 
States is deprecated as iinscriptural and anti-Wesleyan, which 
is attempted to he proved by reference to 1st Cor. vii : 20, 21, 
and Richard Watson's instructions to the West India Mission-" 
ajies. 

From this it is not diflSculfc to determine tho position of the 
Church officially, and the facilities afforded to its anti-slavery 
njinisters and members, to carryforward the ami -slavery move- 
ment, and restore the primitive character of the denomination. 
It was a pro-slavery position tenaciously maintained, with tho 
increased embarrassment of the course of those whose anti- 
slavery path was already very difficxilt to travel. It is true^ 
that " modern abolitionism" was not formcrlv condemned, as in 
18U6, bat eighty thousand of those for whom it proposes to aot^ 
' were shamefully degraded. It is also true that the Pastoral 
Address did not dare adyise the people " wholly to refrain'* 
from the agitation of the subject of sl^vofv- ij^ 1836^ bv* 
they did the work far more effectually by empowering the. 
Episcopacy and its a^rents to suppress all discussicu in the 
official bodies of the Church. 

Such was the position of affairs subsequent io May, 1840. 
Pnriog the summer of that year a call was issued, appointing 
ft Methodist Anti-Slavery Convention for Oct. 6th, in the city 
of New-York. It was issued by Orange Scott, July 20th, as 
Chairman of a Committee appointed at the Utica Convention 
for this purpose. The call assigns the pro-slftvery doings of 
tho late General Conlerence — ^the duty of clearing their '* skirts 
j^qm all participation in the responsibility" thereof, and tlie re- 
strictions on ofhoial action, as reasons for holding a General 
Convention. The formation of a National Anti-slavery Soci- 
ety, and the disposition of money for missionary and other be^ 



224 niSTosY of aksmoan slaveey and mrihomsm. 



nevolent purposes, were named as subjects of consideration. 
And about one montb before the Convention met, an able Ad- 
dress was published by Orange Scotfc, in favor of the objects 
named above, a.nd urging the formation of a Geneial Anti- 
Slavery Missionary Society, whose fnnda should be unconta- 
minated by the pTice of blood, " the fruit of theft and robbe- 
ry," as the contributions of slaveholders were significantly 
designated. 

A very able comraunication on the same subject, was pre- 
pared by J otham Horton, and offered for publication in Zion's 
Herald. But it way rejected. An act, on the part of its con- 
ductors, iadicating, as some thought, a state of mind unfavora- 
ble to the anti-slavery movement. They also refused to pub- 
lish the call itself, until a few days before the time. It was 
alleged on tlieir behalf that they suspected " other objects than 
purely abolition, would be urged on the Convention." 

A very general interest was manifested in the Convention, and 
a numerous attendance was the result. It was the the largest 
and best Convention the Methodists ever held. There was more 
piety, more talent and influence represented in that assembly 
than could be safely attributed to any one of a similar char- 
acter, perhaps, heretofore held by them. A delightful spirit 
of harmony prevailed. The discussions, though animated, 
were yet dignified, able, and candid. 

Tho appointment of 0. Scott to the chair, may be consider- 
ed a satisfactory intimation as to the estimation w jich the 
" great body of Abolitionists in the Methodist E. Church" 
placed upon the character and labors of that tried friend of 
0od'B suflFering poor. 

More than eighty letters were received by the Convention; 
some from GhiM^hes, with their pastors in the chair ; some from 
Methodist Anti-slavery Societies, and other distinguished 
friends of the cause, snch as Boyd and Smith, of Ibe Pitts- 
burgh Conference, and the venerable Nathan Emery, of the 
Ohio Conference. 
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The closing scene was most solemn, aad iiitei esting tsjond 
description. Bros. Prlndle, Hatch, A. B. Merrill and Bodge, 
led in prayer. The feeling that pervaded the entire assembly, 
during that hoar, was act soon forgotten. 

The results of that Convention oame far short of realixing 
the expectations of its friends. A lethaygio spirit soon crept 
in, and ultimately benumbed the energies of the Abolitionists 
in the Church. It ;a true, that an " American Society" was 
formed. But it did not outlive its first Anniversary meeting. 
The close of that was the er " ^ its being. 

The report adopted on tL :a of the late General Con- 
ference, was a brief statement o* facts, with a few resolutions, 
recommending the people, generally, to act, &a hitherto, in op* 
position to Slavery, 

The report ou the Missionary question, declared the recep- 
tion of the knovrn fnjfksi.of Slavery for missionary purposes, "an 
insult to humanity, and a deep disgrace to the cause of God;" 
and having been memorialized, by hundreds of Abolitionists, to 
devise some plan by which they may contribute to the cause of 
Missions, so as to " rebuke Slavery," a plan was r»3ommend- 
ed. But the first dollar was never appropriated afi directed, 
that the writer knows of. 

A few weeks after this Convention, the Metiodifits of Indi- 
ana, held a meeting at New-Garden, Wayne Co., Nov. 30th. 
As their proceedings were brief, and will furnish some of the 
names of the brethren in that State, who were active Abolition- 
ists, they are here given : 

" Agrftably to notice, the Methodist Convention assembled 
at the Methodist meetinjg-house, in the town of New-Garden, 
Wayne Co., Indiana, on the 30th day of November, 1840, for 
the purpose of forming a Wealeyan Anti-Slavery Society. 

The house being called to order, George J). McPherson WMi 
nominated Chairman, and Griffin Davis appointed Secretary, 
pro. tem. The meeting was then opened by reading a portion 
of scripture, and prayer by Daniel Worth ; after which, some 
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appropriate remarks were mati . und the business of the meet- 
ing taken up. On motion, 

Mesdvedy That a Comm'' .oe of three bo appointed, to pre- 
pare a preamble and conf^' . .utiou. 

Resolved^ That a Con lutteeoffiye be appointed, to bring 
forward nanjcs for offi-'ors and Executive Gomniittee. 

On motion, the Ci' ■ t^ention adjourned till early candle-light- 
ing this evening.- 

Evening Session. 

The Cowm? co appointed in the forenoon, to bring forward 
names for off • rs and Executive Committee, offered tl ■ follow- 
ing: For P jsident, Joseph Curtis; Vice-Presidents, Francis 
Boot, Jar .3 Clayton, and Daniel Worth ; Treasurer, Charles 
Heston • Jorresponding Secretary, Griffin Davis ; Recording 
Secreta, J, Jbsiah Bell ; ^Executive Committee, James Lovin, 
Willia' . Buodsam, George D. McPherson, John Bands. Robert 
Milin^ .n, James Starbuck, John Moorman, and John Thomas. 

T! 3 Constitution was then read and o|Ei3red for signers, and 
jref I ved, in all, forty-seven subscribers'!" 

The following letter to Bros. Hortoa and Scott, dat«d at Pair- 
iew, Ohio, July B, 1840, gives information of progress in that 
region. Thri writer, at the time, was a presiding elder in the 
Pittsburgh Conference. 

" I have ))een very busy since my return from Baltimoic, 
baying attended one Camp and seven Quarterly-meetings, and 
have had no time to write one line in favor of abolitionism, but 
liop« that, ' there is a better day coming.' Abolitionism is 
gaining rapi<ily in this country, — in some Quarterly Conferen- 
ces, in my District, there are abolition majorities where there 
were very few one year since ; and, for the most part, the 
change has itaken place quietly. Our Conference c^tomencei) 
in a fcT days. Heavy threats are made against the Abolition 
iste; my pra.yer is, that the Great Head of the Church will 
enable ui, first, aad above all, to act righteously, and then 
prudently ; and then I have no fears,^ — God wiU take care of 
the Ark. Yours truly and affectionately, 

E. Smith." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

T'lE NEW-EN'SLAND CIIRTdTIAN ADVOCATE, PUBLISHED AT 

LOWELL ANTI-SLAVERV MISSIONARY SOCIETV ORGANIZED—- 

ANMVERSAJIY MEETING AT ALBANY — WESTEEN CONVENTION, 

CINCINNATI MICHIGAN MEETIN(3 ACTION OF ROCK RIVER 

CONFERENCE— UNPROMISING ASPECT OF THE CAUSE — SERIOt 3 
DISAFFECTION BEGINS TO BE MANIFESTED. 

The advantages of free commuoication with the public, hav 
been seen in the rapid advancement of the anti-slavery cause, 
espeoiaUj in New-England ; which was mainly attributable to 
the liberality of the conductors of Zion's Herald, the colutons 
of which were open early and ;ong, to the fullest discussion of 
Slavery. Some exceptions to this remark must be made, 
however, in the course pursued in 1840, and onward. 

Whether from choice or neeessity, is not now affirmed, but 
it is trud, that the writers on anti-slavery selected other chan- 
nels for addressing the public mind, and very little was pub- 
lished in the Herald, either original or selected. Some com- 
plaint being made to the editor, he excused and defended the 
^ anti-slavery character of his sheet. The facts here ^iven, and 
subsequent events in relation to the Herald, led some friends, 
in Lowell, to thick of a new paper. 

On the 9th of December, 1840, Abel Stevens assumed the 
editorial charge of Zion's Herald. In his debut he said : 

" On the moraento^s subject of Slavery, the Herald was 
early opened by a vote of its managers, for discussion pro and 
con, with the understanding, however, that the editorial de> 
partment should be neutral This, we think, a liberal arrange- 
ment, and should satisfy all parties." 

The " imderstanding " here allnded to, had not been under' 



228 HISTORY OF AMERICAN SLAVERY AND METHOfilSM. 



stood hitherto, although its introduction in this connection waa 
more clearly comprehended, The publication of the New- 
England Christian Advocate was soon commenced, L. Lee, 
editor. It was immediately and vigorously assaulted, in their 
defence, the publishers say, after applying to the attacks in 
Z ion's fierald : 

^ 

" "We have felt the necessity of a paper in New-England, 
which shall be decidedly anti-slavery in its character. Zion's 
Herald is the only one published in New-England, claiming to 
be Methodistical, whieii u.-aVet any pretentions to abolitionism; 
and what its abolition eljjiiiicter is, may be seen from the fol- 
lowing remarks in f]*e -iebut of the new editor, who has just 
taken the editorial chsnr. \le says: ' On the momentous ques- 
tion of Slavery, the Heraid was early opened, by a vote of ita 
xaanagers. for discussion pro and con, with the nnderstanding, 
however, that the editorial dopartmeot should be neatral 
This, we think, a liberal arrangement, and should satisfy all 
parties.' As liberal as the editor supposes this to be, it does 
not satisfy us, for the following reasons : 

1. We wish a paper conducted by some one, who has such 
views of responsibility as will not aUow him to be ' neutral' on 
a moral question, which he himself acknowledges to be a ' mo- 
mentous question.' 

2. We believe that the times demand a paper, which shall 
throw its editorial inf . uence in favor of truth, justice, and mer- 
cy, ' on the momentous subject of slavery.' A free discussion 
paper is aot enough — it is no more an anti-slavery paper thaa 
it IS a pro-slavery paper. It is said, the Her$ld is ' o^en for 
discussion pro and con.* This, in plain English, is this : the 
Herald is open for discussion in favor of slavery and against 
slavery, with the understanding, that the editor shall be neu- 
tral ! it is clear from this, that the Herald, so far fts the edi- 
tor is concerned, and so far as respects the rules under which 
the managers have placed him, is as much a pro-slaverv, as it 
is an anti-slavery paper. I'his is liberal indeed ! "What a 
wonder it is, that Abojitionists, who are laboring and praying 
for the abolition of slavery, will not be satisfied with a paper 
half pro' and half ' con.' on this great question. 

The aboTO are Bome ox the reafions which have iadueed OBto 
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aesume the responsibility of publishing the New-England 
Christian Advocate, 
Signed, in behalf of the Laywien's Wesleyan Association. 

WlLEilAM NOKTH, 

Edward A. Rice, 
Leonard Huntress." 

Lowell, Mass., Deo. IT, 1840. 

The first No. of the New-England Christian /advocate was 
issued in Deo., 1840, bat dated Jan. 7, 1841, from which time 
it was regularly issued until March 31, 184-2 — a period of 
fifteen months. But it wae not supported as its charaeter and 
object deserved. The publishers were involved in debt by it 
to a coxisiderable amount. 

During the year 1841, several large and important meetings 
were held by the friends of anti-slavery Methodism. The first 
was that of the Abolitionists within the Gknesee Conference. 
It was held at Palmyra, N, Y,, May 12 and 18. They formed 
a Ooniferenoe A. S. Society, auxiliary to the " American," 
formed at New- York in 1840. J. Heustis, President ; P. E. 
Brown and J. Dodge, Secretaries. 

The Missionary question, that was introduced to notice at 
the New- York Convention, oooupied much attention this year. 
Action in allusion to it, was had by the. Michigan Wesleyan 
A. S. Society, at a meeting held at Ann Arbor, Deo. 31, 1840. 
The Convention recommended an entire disconnection between 
the Abolitionists and the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
E. Church. 

The formation of an Anti-Slavery Missionary Society was 
proposed, and discussed at length among the preachers, during 
the New-England Conference of 1 840. But no action was had, 
except to appoint a Committee to confer with the Bishops, and 
ascertain if they would appoint missionaries to be flup|>6rted 
by such a society if formed. 

A meeting was held in Lowell; Mas? « which issaod a call for 
20* 
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a Mi-^siooary Meeting, to be held in that city, M&,y 16, 1841, 
Of thia meeting, Rev. JotLam Hoiton was appointed Chair- 
man, and Leonard Huntress, Secretary. 

A so'iiety was formed. The principal officers of the Society 
were, Joseph A. Merrill, President; Orange Scott, first Vice, 
President ; Luther Lee, Oor. Secretary, and E. A. Rice- 
Treasurer, 

This important movement did not accomplish any thing 
worthy of its deputation. The energy of Methodist Aholitiou- 
usts waa n'ot now combined. Various influences had been suo- 
oeHsfully exerted to scatter their power. 

A third important meeting, held thia year, was that of the 
American Wesleyan A. S. Society. Their first and last Anni- 
versary was held at Albany, N. Y., Oct. 6. Cyrus Prindle 
presided. The formation of the Missionary Society waa hailed 
with joy. Various measures were recommended for the year. 
The World's Convention for 1843, to meet in London, was ap- 
proved, and O. Scott and L. R. Sunderland, were appointed 
delegates. And a Conventbn, previously called, to meet in 
Cincinnati, Oct. 20, was, also, sanctioned, and La Roy Sunder- 
land appointed to attend it 

The last-named meeting, was the first great Convention on 
Slavery, held in the West. Mr. Sunderland was present. 
From his acooont will be given a brief sketch of the proceed- 
ings. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Oct. 23, 1841. 

" Deai^ Bbothbb, : — I seise the first opportunity I have had 
since the close of our Convention, to give you and the readers 
of the Watchman, a brief account of itg proceedings. Take it 
all together, it was one of the very best 1 ever attended. The 
Rev. Samuel Lewis, an intelligent and influential local preach- 
er, of this oity, was chosen President His address, on taking 
the chair, was a most able effort in behalf of Right He 
addressed the Convention a number of times, and in a manner 
that would have d.one honor to Daniel Webster, or any other 
man in thia or any other nation. 

One put of im Oo&yention was of » Teiy novel and inter- 
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csting character. It was," wbat we called, an ' experience 
meeting,' held on the second evening, when a number narrated 
the process of their conversion to the principles and measures 
of the abolition cause. The real interest of that meeting, it is 
not in the power of language to describe. Two of the members 
of the Ohio Conference, attributed their conversion, wholly, or in 
part, to the speeches of our Br. 0. Scott, before the Gfencral 
Conference, in this city, in 1836. 

About 150 delegates were in attendance, and some of them 
from a great distance, (four delegates, only, were residents of 
this city !) But our meetings were quite full in the evening. 
Some of the stationed ministers were seen occasionally in the 
house. Ex-Senator Morris was present ; and Mr. Blanchard, 
Dr. Bailey, Dyer Burgess, and other prominent friends of the 
cause, stuck by us till the close. 

Notices of the Convention were read in the M. E. Churches 
of the city. This fact is the more surprising, when we know 
that the prejudice against us, is almost as strong here as in the 
city of New- York. 

The Convention was continued from Wednesday till Friday 
morning. And, when we consider the number of delegates, the 
distances from which they came, and the vast region of country 
represented by them, we must set it down as a great Conven- 
tion." 

Interesting letters were read from several distinguished 
brethren, among whom may be mentioned, 0. Scott, J. Horton, 
E. Smith, and B. Soyd. 

Among other matters of special interest, the subject of a 
(roiioral Convention, to be held prior, or subsequent, to the 
tTeiieral Conference of 1844, was acted on. A Committee 
was appointed to correspond with Abolitionists, generally, and 
appoint it if judged best. But it was never called. Likj^ other 
good and great anti-slavery measures, well planned this was 
neglected and forgotten. 

Subsequent to this period, there were several ^.u.^^ior gath- 
erings. A brief notice of some of these wil! bring the narra- 
tive down to the close of 1842, when a ntv*- jaov^ment was 
eommenced, the history of which will b*" reserved fc a fivtore 
and distinct portion of this work. 
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Early tlie ensuiug year, a meeting was held at Palmyra, 
N. Y., commencing Jan. 5, 1642, and adjourning to the 19th. 
An x\nti-81avery Society was formed, auxiliary to the " Ame- 
rican Weisleyan." An able address was delivered at each 
meeting. At the second meeting the following officers were 
elected ; Kev. W. Osband, President ; Samuel Moore, M, B, 
Russell, Rev. S. D. Sherman, and James Seeley, Vice-Presi* 
dent^; J. . K. Oumtngs, Corresponding Secretary j- A. A. 
Allen, Recording Secretary and Treasurer, and leather Reieves, 
Willard Chase, George Wilcox, Durfee Osband, and James 
Burchard, Managers. 

In Michigan, the Wesleyan A. 8. Society held its Anniver- 
sary, at Ann Arbor, Januaiy 12, 1842. The following ofl&cera 
were elected for the coming year: Rev. G-. Beekly, of Ann 
Arbor, President ; J. D. Baldwin, of Detroit, Cor. Secretary. 

Another meeting was held at Essex, on Burlington Dis- 
trict, Feb 15 and by some of the preachers, to conisider 
their " duty as Methodist preachers, in reference to Slavery in 
our Church." Bishop Isbell was called to the chair, and B. 
M.> Hall, chosen Secretary. In Providence, R. I., also, the 
Anniversary of the Wesleyan A. S. Society was celebrated in 
April, of this year. It was addressed by Mr. Horton, then pas- 
tor of a church in that city. This was their fourth Ani^iversary. 

During the summer of this year, some of the Methodists, in - 
Illinois, memorialized the Rock River Conference of the M. E. 
Church. . Aftet regretting the existence of Slavery, they say : 

" We, therefore, pray you to take some measures to show to 
U8«and the world, your abhorrence of this sin, and tc appoint 
special seasons of prayer, for the oppressor and oppressed, to 
be observed, by the ministers and members of our Church, 
throughput this Conference." 

The memorial was referred to a Committee. Their report 
was adopted by the Conference. Attached to the report, were 
9evere^l resolutions, dclarlng it " inexpedient to take any action 
upon the subject of Slavery." 



The ftotion,' in diffejvnt soctions of the country, Ijas now been 
sketched brieflj, until we; have approached the period oi 
1842-3., Other meetings were held in diflterent parts of the 
country. Of these, niay be ^aeutioned, the Preachers' Meet- 
ing at the several Annual Conferences of New-England, and 
ffome others. Bafc tho great end, tbe Beformfttion of the 
Church, by the action of its authorized judicatories, did not 
progress. The old and tried " Watchman " was forsaken al- 
most entirely. The mass of those who had employed their 
pens in the anti-slavery discussion, had wi^hirawn from before 
the publia The columns of Zion's Herald were occupied but 
little, with articles in any way r<;iating'to slavery. During the 
entire year of 1 842, excepting a few of the last' numbers, one- 
third of the papers had nothing on the subject, and the remain- 
ing twq-thirds had, perhaps, an average of three-fourths of a 
column each, or 1.32 of the space. For months together, not 
a line of editorial on the subject of Slavery, appeared in that 
paper. This will give an idea of the anti-slavery feeling in 
New'Kngland. In corroboration of this general statt^ment, it 
may here be remark«d, that. Bishop Heddtng, in the fall of 
1842, said to the Kev. Mr. Bates, " The anti-slavery excitement 
^n the M. E. Church, is at an end. The principles m(ty re- 
main, but the excitement has passed away." This was sai4 in 
vie^ of resolutions passed by the Genesee Conference. 

For two years previous to this time, the aspect of things had 
appeared, to many good men and true, more and more dis- 
couraging. Early in March, 1S40, the following sentiments 
appeared in the Watchman, over the initials of a well-known 
and talented preacher in the New-Engli^d Conference : 

" PROSPBOTS OP OUR* CH0ilCH. - 

" < Oh ! bright and flattering,^ says the bigoted MetbodiSt. 
And so one would think from reading the Cfari^tiafn Advc»ate 
and Joomal. ThatMper is ornelly and wickedly dumb m;r6- 
iation to the cause of humanit j. ', The editors of, the Adyo<^te 
an^ Joursal will vtoi bark on this; subject AuQa,.lipt^Teii: 
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they pounce upon the friends of bleeding hnmanity and growl, 
moB% ominously, because of their praiseworthy eSbrts to disen- 
thral the bondmen of our country and our Church ! • 

Oh ! Methodism, how hast thou corrupted thyself in an un- 
holy alliauce witii the American Moloch^ — ^ the sum of al) vil- 
lames!' 

'The prospeota of Methodism were never more dnbions, in 
this country, than at th« present time ! True, we are numer- 
oua, iBflaential, and rich ; bat, then, the Mother of Abomina- 
tioos has found a refuge within our pale : we have] reclined on 
the adulterous Hp of a heartless Delilah until, like Saiupson, 
"we are bhorn of onr strength. 

Ichabod ! lohabod I fiames forth on the walls of our edii&ce, 
in chara<ster8 of unearthly fire ! ' The glory has departed,' 
' The prophets prophecy falsely, and the jpriests bear rule by 
their means ; and my people love to bave it so : and what will 
ye do in the end thereof?' — Jer. v : 31. 

Buxbury, Feb., 1840. J. D. B. 

Another, sinc^ station&d in Boston, and now in the M. E. 
Church, writing to Bev. O. Scott, said— 

There appear to be gloomy and dark times to Methodist 
Abolitionists. The New-Eneland Abplitionists, many of them 
at least, are led away, as the sons of Israel were, by the 
daughters of Balak, to commit whoredom with the Moloch of 
Slavery. Could I communicate my thoughts, as jou can, I 
wonld'nt 'spare; J. S. 

The sentiments, bei*e expressed, may not be entertained 
now, by the same individuals. But many others felt the same. 
In Feb., 1841, Orange Scott said, in the Watchman — ^'I have 
little hope that the church will ever be reformed in relation to 
Slavery." Anid in the ensuing year, he reiterates the senti- 
ment, in Zion's Herald of June 15, with a significant statement 
of the alternative for those who were dissatisfied with the 
eooo<)fm7'!of the Qhuroh, as developed in the straggle for anti< 
slavoiy piinctples. He says — 

"Ther& is, thereforis, no alternative but to submit to things 
pretty much as they are, or secede, I have never yet feltpre- 
pareufor the latter; how I may feel hereafter,*! cannot tell. 
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Bat my opinion ia, that those who cannot conscientiously sub- 
mit to Methodist economy and usages, had better peaceably 
leave. For, ' how can two w»lk together, except they ba 
agreed?'" 

Another said — 

" I have, for a long time, believed that Abolitionists wotild 
do more honor to the cduee of God, and exert a more weighty 
and lasting influence in favor of righteousness, if they should 
breair oS from their present ecclesiastical connections, and meet 
in convention by delegates from the ministry and laity, and 
o 'gani^e a Church free from the sin of oppression ; embracing in 
their religious crc^d, nothing but the essential doctrines of the 
gospel, and leaving out everything that does not involve tho 
grand scheme of gospel truth. On such a basis, every intelli- 
gent Christian could unite, and who can doubt but the pleasure 
of the Lord would prosper in their hands, and then they might 
sing — ' Let names and seots and parties fall — and Jesus Christ 
be all in alL' 

From yours in the bonds of the gospel of peace, 

Joseph S. BAa&TS." 

Monroe, July 25, 1840. 

Another letter, in the New-York Watchman, speaks as fol- 
lows: 

** In our own State, there has been quite a large secession 
and it is on the increase. We hold, that we ought to go to- 
gether, if we can. If it is the duty of one, it is of another, and 
of all. We are convinced that, unless something is done, there 
will be, constantly, small secessions in diflFerent parts of the 
Church. 

We are anxious to know our duty in this important step, and 
we know that, in this inquiry, we are making that, which is 
made by hundreds in the Church, in this State. 

YouTP affectionately, 

William M. SuLucvAN, 
Valorws Meekee. 

Leslie, Mich., March 8, 1842. 

Three months later, another write© — 

Beother SoNBERtANi) :— I Bee by the last Watchman, that 
" you'suggeBtaCon^j'ention of Methodist Aboliti6nlstB,t6 obnsider 
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what is their duty in present emergencies. This strikes me 
as the best thing that can now be done. This step should have 
been tjiken inunediatelj after the last General Conference, if 
not beforO. Bat better late than never. I have diligently 
watched the signs of the times, as it respects the progress of 
abolition in the M. E. Church, for a long time ; and there is, 
i& my judgment, no hope of roformin^ the Church." 

Afcer the transfer of the Watchman to E. W. Goodwin, 
Albany, Y., the two letters appeared from which the fol- 
lowing extracts are niade: 

" AatJ nowthe old qnsation retarns again — What can bo 
done?' Can any man, who has a c«>rreot view of this subject, 
who 18 » Bible Christian, '■ loving G'od with aU his heart,' and 
' his neighbor as himself,' ' remembering; them who are in bonds 
as bottad with them,' lend his influence to sanof )n or sustain suoh 



be dontiect>?d with a slav^hoWing Church, especially if he be a 
pious, consistent Christian or minister, and not exert an influ- 
ence in &vor of that Ohnroh, with all her abominations, what« 
ever thdy may be? In former years, I have been very much 
opposed to the idea of Abolitionists leaving the Chr.roh — ^have 
deeply regretted it when any have done so. But, fpz a few 
monthit p^t, I have viewed the subject in a different light. 
Abolitionists are accused of opposing the Church. And bo long 
as the present statb of things exist, the Charoh identiflgd with 
Slaveiy- — to oppose Slavery is to opposd the Church. LettikC 
Church, then, separate herself from God-dishonoring, soul- 
crushing slavery, if she does not wish to be opposed by the 
friends of truth and righteousness. Let her ooQupy gnmnd 
which can be sustained by the truly pious and good ; or cease 
to complain of the opposition with whioh she mieets on the%ubr 
iebt of Slavery, appears to me, that the Choreh; oaght to 
be immediately reformed, with r^ard to the sal^edt of SlMrfi- 
ry, or forsaken by ©very tru« friend of God and man. 

Lykdon Bono. 

Lisbo%St. Lawreaof Co., Sept. 12, 1842. 

The ties that bind me to the M. E. Ohnrch are strong — 
very strong. In the atiaistry of this Church, I have spent 
nv>re thai tw;^ty ^eai;s of tho. best part of my lif% during 
wiiidlt time, I have :^med ^lai^ bfi;ele of frloE^ds. T|ie»d 




to 
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twine about my heart ; io live and die with whom, I eduld 
forego almost anj? thing but principles. And I ooafess that 
within the two or three years last past, and particularly within 
a few months, the siruggles which X have endured, with resjject 
to my duty in the present emergency, have given to the society 
and fellowship of these friends, a temporary preponderance-— so 
that I have felt at times like trying to hope for the beat, and 
submit to things as they 'are. But my judgment has never 
fully acquiesced in such an inclination ; and, having balanced 
- the whole subject, and well considered the matter in ail its re- 
lations and bearings, I have come to the conclusion^ 

1. That the M. E. Church will remain a slaveholding 
Church, as long as there are slaves in this nation. Of this, I 
have no manner of doubt. It then follows, that to hold a vol- 
untary and perpetual epnneotioa with guch a Church, is to be 
connected in Church fellowship, with what Mr. "Wesley calls 
' complicated villany.' 

2. I have also come to ihe oonclnsionj that 8& k>Bg ^ nen 
love power, there is no hope any material modifimition in oar 
plan of Church goyercment. 

We must have, at ho distant 4ay, a (yhuroh oji anti-slaye^ 
principles — a Church in which the' rights and powers *oiF aU 
shall be promptly secured and balanced. I beKevie'tlie bfessibg 
of heaven would re«t on a Cburdh founded o& such prittoiplds ; 
and there ar$ many vA U&sr-'&aglAAd who aoxioos for saoh 
an pjrganizatioQ. L(it us, then, all prepare for a general rally- 
in the springj and, separate ourselves, if we have not previotislj 
d6h6 80, ' from all cotineetioh with Slavery. 

Ant IiroreRANT M. E. Preacher, (0. Scqtt.) 

October, 1842. , 

Such m» the Biate of feeling at this period. The ooeasioh 
of it has 'been gradually d&reloped in the prededii^ hi&tdryj flii'd 
is mosi explioitly sat forth in conimuiHoations josi i^6w 
quoted. A more detailed account of thi& efforts of iecolesittBti- 
oal bodies, aad indivi^als is anthortvy, to ■pvA down Abdiitioa- 
ists and abolitionism, will give a clearer view of the grooad for 
dkcoaragement so unequivocally &ipreme(L 

Vcom remarks, dlresdy lander the eye of the t^er^ ife Is 
loi&wnf that; iM»ae had given vap all hop« «f fedeemisg Ib^ 
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iy[etiio(iist CIj). r\ib, attcl gone away from her commuiiiou. The 
tat^ts, now befor "3 us, are introductory to that result, on a more 
extended scale ; the ooimideration of which will be deferred 
until after the ensuing chapter. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

mOlVIBVAl. PROSCRIPTIONS AMONG THE MINISTRY ANI» LATlTt 
POtl ABOLITION V1EW6 AND ACHONS. 

Having endeavored, to tt*co out a faithful history of thf 
connexion of the M. E. Cbnrch with Slavery — the rise and pro 
gress of the anti-slavery sentiment, in different sections of th> 
Church — and, also, present to view, to some extent, the actioi 
of the authoritiesJn opposition to. tfaia sentimental oome nov 
to notiiD^ ft development of tiie most remarkaUeoharaeter, an' 
almoat unparalleled in the history of ecolesiastioal proceedings 
of modem date. Some of the &cts, have been glanced at al 
ready. A portion have been distlqctiy noted. But the.greate 
part, thereof, are new, and only just now brought to view, h 
this history. 

Persecution, for opinion's sake, has always been abhorred, a 
^- ;ta manifestation of the most malignant sectarian, bigotry. An' 
Protestants usually; agree, in attaching this stigma to Borne 
exclusively. The hot cf snoh monopoly is seriously doubted 
however, by some. And the facts to be noted now^will, perhap> 
give occ«Bion for str^gtheniug such doubts. They ti^iil spea^ 
unequivocally. 

During the progress of the anti-slavesy discussion, it becam 
manifest, to many, that the Ohuroh was voluntarily involved i^:. 
tjie orime of sutlaiiung Slavery. Thiscriminaliiy proven, sua 
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the result would seriously embjirrass her peace md temporal 
prosperity.. And, therefore, the discussloQ njust be suppressed. 
Such seems to hare been the determiuation of some in authori- 
ty. The most effectual mode of doing this, was, to declare all 
■interference criminal, and punish the offender, by compelling 
silence, or by expulsion from the Church. To carry oat this 
purpose, jn bringing persons to trial, it was necessary to avoid 
becoming obnoxious to the indignatioa of the oommuaity, gen- 
erally. For this reason, the efforts, in bome instancea, ar« dis- 
guised by plausible modes of expression, in order, more effect- 
ually, t& accomplish the end designed. These remarks pre- 
mised, and the reader is prepared to appreciate the following 
statement, that will be well sustained by ample evidence. It 
is this : At the General Conference of 1836 — ^by various An- 
nual Conferences subsequently — in different Quarterly Confer- 
ences, and by many individual pastors ; the most severe and 
tmreienting course of proscription and persecution, of individual 
members and ministers, was successfully carried oil 

The instonoes to be noted, were, in some cases, distinguished 
by a contianed series of proscription. The effort having failed 
in the first instance, was, with some, repeated several times. 
The incidents extend over a period of several months or yeurs. 
ffhe execution in other cases, was immediate. The order ob- 
served, in each narrative is, to name the instances of proscrip- 
tion, as they were commenced, without regard to the fact, that, 
in some cases they will extend beyond the period, at which 
others of a subsequent date, were concluded. Without further 
remark, the reader's attention is invited to the following in- 
stancea, under date as they occurred : 

CASES OP PEOSCRIPTION m THE MINISTRT. 

1836. Gkokge Stores and Samuei. Norkis. — At the ses- 
sion of the General Conferonce of this year, held in Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, two members of this body, from the NewHamp- 
shire Annual Conference, attended by invitation, a meeting of 
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the GinciDBati Anti-Slavery Society. Their namea were, 
George Storrs and Samuel Norris. They spoke a few minuteB 
each. For ihisj they were publicly rebuked by the Confer- 
renoe. They were declared guilty of " unjustifiable conduct " — 
with exciting, against that body, " the suspicion and distrust of 
the community,'* and disapproved of " in the most unqualified 
sense." During the discussion preceding this action, the most 
denunciatory and unchristian language was used towards these 
brethren. Mr. Payne, of Alabama, declared their conduct 
" offeufliye and criminal I " Mr. Levinga, of New- York, 
charged them with " recklessness," and " setting at defiance ail 
admonition." Mr. Young, of Ohio, was "in ordinary oases 
opposed to harsh language, but the present was a case which, 
so far from (filing for mild and gentle words, ought to be 
marked with asperity 1" Mr. Winans, of Mississippi, said-^ 
" There was great indelicaoy, great indecorum, great disrespect 
ill their conduct They merited r^rehcRsion." In faVor of 
inserting their names in the resolution, Mr. Smith, of Virginia, 
said, with sounding emphasis, '^Let them be brought forth in 
all the length and breadth of their damning iniquity i" 

Oranob: Scott. — At the time to which allusion is made 
above, the whole question of modem abolitionism was fully 
canvassed. The two principal speakers were, Mr. Winans, eS 
Mississippi, and Mr. Scott, of Massachusetts. A few days 
after the discussion, Mr. Scott usued an address, embracing 
a view of the arguments pro tod con. This pamphlet was by 
vote of the Conference, declared to contain reports, " palpably 
fal!ie"-~and affirmied to be "an outrage on the dignity" of the 
body. The particulars are related in Ohs^ter IX. of this work, 
His triumphant vindication is there recorded It is here al- 
luded to for the purpose of introducing to notice, the first of a 
series of efforts to dishonor and crush Orange Scott. Mr. 
Winans declared the author of that pamphlet, " » reckless 
iocendiary or non compos mentis" — as having stated " bare- 
&eed, glaring, tod palpaHe falsehcodfl." And in x&fij to the 
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iible vindication of Mr. Scott, lie eaid, " I consider the niisrop- 
resontations contained in the pamphlet, deliberately false staie- 
inente, and made with design." And any response to what 
had been said, he deemed " unbecoming the dignity of the 
Confortjce." ♦ 

This commencement was vigorously followed up. After the 
adjournment of the Conference a few weeks, Dr. Bangs, in the 
Advocate and Journal of New-Yol'k city, and Methodist 
Magazine, reiterated the charge of falsehood against Mr. 
Scott. Several of the preachers, in the district of which he 
was the Presiding Elder, made application to the Presiding 
Slder of an adjacent district, to call a council, to investigate 
the charge, which had gone forth over the length and breadth 
of the land, in a periodical having a circulation of 25,000 
copies weekly. The Author of this allegation was informed of 
Hie time at which the Council met, and summoned to appear* 
He declined, however; but sent a letter, denying tJiat he 
meant to charge Hey. 0. Sbott with the sin of falsehood.' 
The Council met T^|Bd&y, July 12, 1836, at Springfield, 
Mass. TixQ day following, the New-England Conference com- 
menced its session. On the customary examination of charac- 
ter, when his character was under consideration, a reporv was 
preseijted by a Special Committee, declaring his " veracity un- 
iropeaohed.'' The report was accepted without a dissenting 
voice, and ordered published in the Christian Advocate and 
Journal, Zion's Herald, and Zidn's Watchman. 

The n?xt dif&oulty Mr. Scott had, was at the New-fi^nglatid 
Conference of 1837, held in Nantucket, During the preo^ 
ing year he had addsessed a aeries of letters to Bishop Hed^g 
throngli the publie prints, on the subject of Abolitionism, Coii<- 
ference Bi^ts, &4». The course of the Bishop on the question 
of Slavery was severely censured, and some things were mis- 
«t&te(i ,I|nd^ dato of Jape 10, the editor of Zion^a WM^h- 
fljiaajsay*— 

«£;who|t Hedding, iM^ving y^sterdaj^ oitaine^ loavo, pio- 
2l» 
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ceeded to address the Conforeaco, this morning, in relation to 
certain letters which had been pul Ushed in the Watchman, by 
the Rev. 0. Soott, implicating, as h -" tho";^ht, his oflicial con- 
dupt^ at our last sessioii. Ho read his remarks from a writtea 
manuscript, wbicli took him four hours in the delivery. It was 
one of the most ingettiously plaiined, well written, and labored 
produetious we ever beard. He assigned various reasons to 

{'ostify bis course at our last Conference, and showed wherein 
le thougbt be had been misrepresented. 

Monday morning, June 12th. The Conferenoo granted 
Bro. Soott the floor tbis morning, to reply to the address of 
Bishop Hedding. The Bishop informed the Oonference that 
he should moke no reply to Bro. Scott, unless he was misrep* 
resented, and in that case be should only explain and correct. 
The reply of Bra Scott, not only went into an exanunation of 
the points on which the Bishop conceived he bad been misun- 
der<>tood or misrepresented, but the new views of Episcopal 
aiid Oonference Bights were diseusaed with great ability. The 
speaker went over nearly the whole question of Anti-Slavery, 
as it is now iieM by tfate AboKtionists, and be was, in many 
parts of bis remarks, truly eloquent. A large number of spec- 
tators were present with the Oonferen^ who seemed to feel a 
deen interest in what they beard. BNr gave way for Bishop 
Heading to explain, correct, or defend the position^ be beid 
taken, more than one iiandred times, in the course of bis reply." 

As an indication of bis feelilngs towards the Bishop, the fol- 
lowing ffiitfaot of a letter published in Zion's Watchman, after 
the conference, is here inserted : 

" I will only add, that I have now, and always have bad^un- 
iimiteti confidence in Bishop Hedding's .moral integrity, purity 
of motive, and general character, for fair and impartial admin- 
istration — thon^ we differ, and agree to differ, on the question 
of Oonference ngbtt, and the powers of Bishops. Bishop Hed' 
mi mj$e)i, for aoghi I know, are friena»— and be is oer- 
tiunlj one of the last men I would Icnowingly injure. 

July 3, 1837. O. Soorr," , 

AfW tills, while attending the Gknesee Annual Conference 
for 1837, J)t. Bangs took occasion, Id tiie course of some te- 
vtttks, to deebura that, the pabliabed seeount of Brother 
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WinatJs' argnments, in the General Confererice, was a total 
misrepreseutation." A« this was more than ever had been afi- 
Berted by any one respecting it, Mr. Scott denied it, und cHittl- 
lenged the proof. Br. Bangs replied throagh Kion'a Watch- 
man, and inoreased the aggravatioia of his first offence, by de- 
claring that Uie General Conference passed a resolution de- 
claring the pamphlet was unqaalifiediji falee !" — and that they 
"pronounced the whole pamphlet palpably false." All who 
Iiave read the facts, as recorded, know that no such sweeping 
condemnation was put forth by that body. 

The abore attack was followed by a renewal of the old 
charge, couched under the itssumed form of a " Review of the 
proceedings of the late General' Conference," and published in 
the Methodist Magazine for January, 1838. In replying to 
that, Mr. Scott offers a remark that will be appreciated by 
every candid reader. He says — 

" The violence and fi"equency with which I have been at- 
tacked, of late, by Rev. N. Bangs, seems to indicate that, in 
his opinion, an important object is td be gained by destroying 
my influence, Repeated and severe attacks have been made 
upon my character and veracity. Bro. Bangs may think he 
has a good end in view, but whether the end will justify the 
means, is a matter of some doubt." 

Of the character of the above ^ Review," an adequate opin- 
ion may be formed from the fact that, the editor of a Metho- 
dist Episcopal paper, the Pittsburgh Conference Journal, 'en- 
dorses the statements of the reviewer in the following language : 

^ It is a pity that any circumstances should render it neces- 
sary f if indeed necessity can be pleaded.) to treat a brother in 
the Church with such a heavy hand as Rev. O. Scott is treated 
iu this review. And yet the severity looks more like that of 
truth and reason, than of wratL" 

These efforts were seconded by others. At the session of the 
Philadelphia Conferenoe for 1838^ held in Wilmington, Del, 
the following anpreoedented resolutions were passed without a 
4i6S^ting voice. The only hesita&cy manifeited was m the 
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question of E. Beod, who uaked if there was any evidence of 
the facta alleged. This was replied to by Jaa. B. Ayres, who 
satd he had beard them himself This was sufficient, and the 
following resolutions were adopted and widely circulated in con- 
nection with the printed u:iinutes of that Oonferenoe : 

" Whereas, This Conference has heard with surprise and 
mnoh regret, that the,JR,ev. 0. Scott, of the New-England 
Conference, and the Rev. G-. Storrs, a local preacher, have 
come within our bounds, and are engaged in delivering lectures 
on modern abolitionism, and promoting the formation of anti- 
siavery societies within the Church, and in the prosecution of 
their objects, they are in the habit of inveighing bitterly 
against the settled order, usages and Discipline of the M. E. 
Church, to the great injury and embarrassment of the Chv.roh, 
and to the wounding of her peace. Thei'efore — 

Resolved, That this Conference strongly protest against tho 
condnot' of the said 0. Scott and Q-. Storrs, on the subject of 
modern abolitionism, and the formation of anti-alavery societies 
within the Church, and with the title of the Church, and that 
we earnestly exhort our brethren and friends to refrain from 
any act or deed which may favor the plans and objects of the 
said Scott and Stovrs, and that we also earne^ly recommend our 
brethren and friends to discourage the objects and plans of said 
Scott and Storrs, on the subject of modern abolitionism, as 
they tend to disturb the peace and prosperity of the Church 
within our bounds. 

Mesolml, That a copy of this protest be forwarded to the 
^Jew-England Coni'erence, and also to the Presiding Elder of 
thQ Oneida District, Oneida Conference, Rev. E. Bowen, 
Utica, Kew-York." 

Here two ministers of the M. E. Church were publicly ar- 
raigned by a Conference to which they were not amenable, and* 
.in their absence publicly charged and condemned as guilty of a 
crime, for which, if really guilty, they were liable to be ex- 
pelled from the M. E. Church 11! 

At the ensuing New-England Conference, the last effort was 
made against Orange Scott, tbnt we shall have occasion to no- 
tice. A li&t of charges were made out and preferred against 
him by Bishop Hedding, which, if saatained, would have ;^ 
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suited ia his suspe^sioB from the ministry. A*powerful effort was 
iBade, hy the Bishop, to secure his convictioa. The sympa- 
thies of the old men were appealed to by the eloquence, even, 
of the Bishop's tears. But it was in vaiu. Orange Scott came 
out of the trial acquitted of all blame. 

Daring the year ending with June, 1839^ he sustained a 
supernumerary relation, and devoted himself to the advance- 
ment of the unti-slavery cauee. The two years following, he 
was stationed in the oity of Lo»7eil ; and removing thence ia 
1841 to Newbury, Vermont, became connected with the New- 
Hampshire Annual Conference. And here, for the present, the 
narrative will allow him to remain. 

La Roy Sunderland.— As the editor of an ably conducted 
anti-slavery paper, Zion's Watchman, which, for years, gave 
forth " a certain sound," to the great confusion of the slave- 
holding community, this brother became, at an early period, an 
objees of dislike to the haters of abolitionism, who labored to 
cripple and destroy his influence. Having signed the Appeal 
to which attention has been directed in a formev chapter — the 
Editor of the Adv^Dcate and Journal, in the 451st No. ot that 
paper, said, " One of those whose names appear on the ' of 
signers, has proved himself to be, if not a hot-headed, a'. t, 
a warm-hearted, and, we presume to think, rather an injudi- 
cious Abolitionist. We mean the Rev. La Roy Sunderland." 
This public assault, in the official paper, was one of many 
statements, that seemed to indicate the determination that 
" The Watchman must be put down. Its editor must be de- 
stroyed!" At the General Conference of 1836, Br. Bangs 
moved the appointment of a Committee, to inquire as to " where 
superannuated preachers should be made responsible, when 
living out of the bounds of the Conference to which they be- 
long." This Committee reported in favor of having them tried 
by a Council, to be called, by the Presiding Elders, in whose 
districts they may reside, which Counoil should have power to 
suspend until the session of the Annual Conference to which 
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thej belong. This was adopted as a rule, and inserted in t&e 
Bisoipline of the Church. The origination and design of this, 
may be safely conj&ctured from the exaltation of a minister in 
New- York city. " Now," said he, " we have got a trap for 
La Hoy Sunderlaid." Immediately after the (General Con- 
ference, the New- York Conference held its Annual session, 
June, 1836. The Zion's Watch inau was condemned by an 
express resolution, pending which, the most violent charges 
were made by various members, involving the Editor in the 
crimes of falsehood and slander. The Rev. P. P. Sandford ac- 
cused him of " publishing profanity" — slandering every min- 
ister in the fl. E. Church" — ^" perfect recklessness" — " cast- 
ing disgrace on avery Methodist preacher in the land" — and, 
finally, declared him ^ unfit to edit a religious paper, and un- 
worthy the confidence and fellowship of his brethren !" This 
was followed up by an effort at the New-England Conference, 
which held its session for the same year, in July, at Springfield, 
Mass. J. W. Hardy, a member of that Conference, preferred 
the charge of " Repeated instances of slander or misrepresea- 
tation?' Dr. Bangs appeared as prosecutor. The evidence 
adduced, as proof, consisted mainly of the statements made by 
correspondents, on matters relating solely to the question of 
Slavery, in connection with the Church, and the sentiments 
expressed by various persons. Four different votes were taken 
on the specifications under this charge. One of the particulars 
specified, was sustained by a vote of 35 to 32. But it was not 
regarded as supporting the charge. On the question, Is the 
charge sustained two-thirds voted nay, or 42 to 21. Sub- 
sequently, in the absence of the Editor, a resolution was passed 
by the Conference, declaring that his " writings" had, some- 
times, been unguarded, and his statements incorrect, which he 
was desired to avoid and correct. On inquiry of Bishop Hed- 
ding, Mr. Siuderland was informed that the " writings" refer- 
red to, were the papers presented on his trial, whether written 
by himself or others I But there were no erors or mis-state* 
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^ents pointed out by this resolution. Not one. Hence its 
passage may be deemed as merely " a tub to the whale !" 

The account of this trial was published in the Advocate and 
Journal, in a manner calculated to do great injustice to Mr. 
Sunderland. The Virginia Conference Sentinel, of Aug. 19, 
1836, published the account with a lengthy article signed "A 
Methodist" It is only necessary to quote an extract. It says, 
"He is a malicious slanderer. The lawless accuser of the 
brethren, maliciously outraging the pious feelings of the whole 
Church." 

At the New-England Conference, held at Nantucket, Mass., 
June, 1837, Dr. Bangs again appeared as " the accuser" of La 
Boy Sunderland. The bill of charges is a curious document. 
It is here quoted entire : 

Nantucket, June 8, 1837. 
" Bev. Le Boy Sunderland, Sir : — I think it my duty to 
prefer the following charges against you : 

1. Slander. 

2. Falsehood. 

1. Specification of falsehood. In affirming in Zion's Watch- 
man, that at the last New-England Conference you were hon- 
ably acquitted from the charge of misrepresentation, prefer- 
red against you by J, W. Hardy, and afterwards saying, that 
you would not have so affirmed, had you known what the Con- 
ference had done in that case. 

2. Specification. In deceiving Dr. Luckey in a conversation 
on the same subject 

2. The first specification under this charge, namely, slander, 
is the published letter in Zion's Watchman, of March 25, 1837, 
headed ' Methodist Missionary Society in debt ;' and in the post- 
script to that letter, which was not published, which I have in 
my possession. 

The second specification is a mis-statement in Zion's Watch- 
man, of June 3, 1837, of what I said and did in the New- York 
Conference. 

If you acknowledge that you alluded to me in a recent num- 
ber of your paper, when you said, that a member of the New- 
York Conference had reported that about the Editor of Zion s 
Wbtohman, which hd dare not vouch for under his own fignatore, 
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then I bring this as another instance of elander. If you say tha* 
you did not allude to me*then this falls. N. Bangs." . 

On these charges, the Dr. labored hard to secure cooviction, 
but ia vain. The accused was acquitted triumphantly on every 
point. In view of the result of this trial, Dr, Bangs proposed, 
for peace sake, that the Editor should not publish an account 
of it. This was acceded to. But the very next year, being 
again arraigned on .similar charges before the Conference, Mr. 
Sunderland published the account, twelve months after date. 

At the session held in Boston, June, 1S38, charges were pre* 
ferred, by Bishop Hedding, ugainst the Editor of Zion's 
Watchman. A copy is here given : 

"Thursday Afternoon, June 14, 1838. 

" Bishop Soule in the Chair. Called up the case of La Boy 
Sunderland. 

Rev. L. R; Sunderland is charged in behalf of the M. E. 
Church. 

1. With tre<\ting me in a scurrilous manner. 

Specf. i. id publishing in Zion's Watchman of Oct. 28, 1837, 
a piece entitled ' What is the difference,* and signed G. Storrs. 
Specf 2. In approving said piece, and recommending it to the 
notice of the reader, in an editorial note, in the same paper, 
rote No. 15. Specf. 3. In publishing to the world, coarse and 
disrespectful language against me. 

2. With publishing against me an injurious falsehood. 
Specf. Representing that Southern people made me believe 

that they sometimes sold skves so as to part families for their 
good, &c. See note 1, appended to my letter, published in 
Zion's Watchman of Dec. 9, 1837. 

3. With publishing a false conjecture respecting the Bishops. 
Spec£ Close of his editorial for Ziou's Watchman of June 2, 

1838. 

4. With reporting a falsehood. 

Specf. In a statement made to the meeting of abolition breth- 
ren in this city on the dth inst., respecting the appointment of 
Pavid Plumb, at the last Conference at New- York. 

5. With misrepresentation. 

Specf. Prefixing a false title to the second part of my Ad- 
drcss^ as published in Zion's Watchman, Nov. 25, 1837. 
Boston, June 14, 1838. E. Hex>j>iko." 
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This trial CHHumeiaced on the same day and month, that the 
trial did one year provious. After a tedious trial, tho Confer- 
ence agreed that the Editor had published and approved the 
article by Geo. Storrs — that he had represented that the South- 
ern people made the Bishop believe that they sold rfave:; for 
their good. By voting in the negative on all the other specifi- 
catisns, and on all the charges without exception, the inno- 
cence of the editor was fully sustained. But observe. The 
Conference, in fact, declared that the Bishop's address was " A 
defence of slaveholding." Such was the title, to which refer- 
ence is made, in the last charge. The Bishop declared his de- 
termination to carry the matter up to the ensuing General Con- 
ference. I'hus ended this third trial. 

The New- York Annual Conference was one of the earliest 
and most powcrftd opponents of Mr. Sunderland, as will have 
been already noticed. At its session for 1839, held in the 
month of May, in the city of Brooklyn, N. Y., a memorial was 
prepared agaittet Mr. Sunderland, to be carried up to the New- 
England Conference. The memorial was prepared by a Com- 
mittee, appointed by the New- York Conference. They were, 
Messrs. S. D. Furguson, F. Hodgson, and J. C. Green. It 
was adopted, and a Committee of two appointed to carry it up, 
to wit. : Dr. N. Bangs and F. Hodgson. The memorial com- 
plains of his editorial remarks and other communications, relafr- 
iug to their action as a body, on the agitated subjects of Slave- 
ry and Abolitionism. It disclaims all jurisdiction over him, and 
yet declares his conduct " unbrotherly and unchristian !" It 
also " regrets" that " the manifest tendency of his course is to 
injure the cause in which he professes to labor." A most re- 
markable solicitude is this ! 

This trial afforded Mr. Sunderland an opportunity to sketch 
^e history of his persecutions in the city of New-York, in ft 
masterly manner. His defence was distinguished by great 
ability. Want of room only, compels we to pass it, thon^ »- 
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iuctantly. The Committee, to whom tJie case was referred, re- 
ported as their conclusion of the whole matter : 

That Rev. Ija Roy Sunderland be, and he hereby is, acqmt- 
ted, on the charge preferred against him by the New- York Aa- 
Boal Conference, and, therefore, that his character pass. 

Oranqe Scott, 
J. A. Merrill, 

J. PoRTEB, 
J, HORTON, 

T. Merritt, 

Lynn, June 13, 1839. J. M. Bidwell. 

It need hardly be observed that, this Committee contained 
men of the greatest ability and celebrity in the Conference. 
Their unanimous opinion, as above expressed, is an honorable 
testimony in favor of the defendant. 

Within ei^l months from this time, a complaint was made 
to the Presiding Elder of the New- York District, by Messrs. 
B. Goodsel) S. D. Fnrgnson, and C. A. Davis, against Mr. 
Sunderland, by virtue of the rule adopted in 1836.~(See sec- 
tion 18, page 63, of Discipline published in 1839.) It charged 
him with " Immoral and unchristian conduct alleging \'ariou8 
vague and indefinite specifications of " Misrepresentation," 
" Deooption," " Vituperation," " Defamation," and " Slander." 

The persons aggrieved were numerous and of gi-eat inliuoncc, 
including all the preachers stationed in the city of New- York, 
and those connected with the Book Concern ! An array of oppo- 
sition most formidable. It was, however, ably met, and in the 
end defeated. The Editor of Zion's Watchman being informed 
of the charge by the Presiding Elder, Rev. Daniel Ostrander, 
replied in &n able Protest, showing conclusively : 1st. " That 
the complaint was indefinite, insufficient and defective. 2d. 
*'T1iat it was contradictory and disagreed with itself.". 3d 
That the time laid in the complaint extended beyond tlic juris- 
diction of that court of 'rial, over any member of an Annunl 
Conference." 4th. " It charged oi?"3nees for which the defend - 
ant had been tiiod and acquitted three years before I" 5th 
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" The Court itaelf was in violation of the laws of the Church, 
And, finally, that it was an nhscriptural proceeding, and repug- 
nant to the directions of Jesus Christ." 

The Presiding Elder admitted the tnith of the first, third, 
and fourth particulars, but the trial went on, although the de- 
fendant was not present. One week afterwards, the following 
letter was received, from the Presiding Elder. It is a tiniquo 
document ! 

" Mr, L. R. Sunderland, the following is the report of the 
Committee on your case, viz. : 

New-York, April 2, IS40. 
The Committee having assembled for the purpose of reviewing 
the evidence adduced in support of the above specificatioas, pro- 
ceeded to a careful examination of them separately, and decided 
as follows : 

That the 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 1 1th Spccificationa 
are sustaijied. And in view of the whole, the Committee are of 
opinion that the charge of immoral iand unchristian conduct pre- 
ferred against the Rev. L. R. Sunderland, is clearly and fully sus- 
tained by the testimony as above. Fitch Reed, 

WxLLtAM ThACHER, 

Richard Seaman, 
E. E. Griswold, 
Ira Ferris. 

According to the above verdict, it ia my painful duty to sus- 
pend you : and I do hereby suspend you from all official servi- 
ces in the Methodist Episcopal Church, until the next session 
of the New-England Conference, where you must appear for 
tiial. D. Ostrander, P. E. N. Y. Dist." 

New- York, April 6, 1840. 

At the cnsTUDg session of the New-England Conference, held 
at I/)well, July, 1840^ this whole affair was 8ct aside. But in 
anticipation of such a result, his opponents made out a new bill 
of accusations, which was presented by C. A. Davis of the New- 
York Annual Conference. Among the items, was one, charg- 
ing him with having slandered the Bishop, who presided at the 
Conference, Joshua. Soulc, by saying that every word of a piece 
of pactry about liim was jusiificd. For reasons, most obvious 
to those who know the vcnciation felt to<yai*)3s thD ~Bifehops^>f 
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the M. K. Church, and their power of patronage, Mr. Simder- 
land w&s convicted on this specification, and on this alone. 
The majority was small, and an effort to reconsider tLe action 
failed by only one or two votes. Yet the charge of immorality 
was not sustained. The penalty affixed was, that he should 
publish the vote of the Conference in Zion's Watchman, with- 
out note or comment. This was the last blow aimed at his 
ecclesiastical life. He withdrew from the traveling ministry at 
this Conference. 

ITie lines referred to in this case, are given below, with the 
occasion which called them forth, thus reported by a correspon- 
dent in Zion^s Watchman : 

*' Bishop Soule stated in the Pittsburgh Annual Conference 
of the M, E. Church, during its session at Washington, Pa., July, 
1839, tliat he was not only considered by some of his brethren 
as a pro-slavery man, but as a slaveholder, also. He said he 
would take the present occasion to give his views on the subject. 
He denied being a pro-slavery man or a slaveholder ; adding, 
* I have nothing to purify my hands of in relation to Slavery, 
for they are undefiled. I not oniy never held a slave, but Al- 
ways refused their services as hired servants in my family, or to 
accept of them as loans, or to permit them, when traveling in 
slave States, even to clean my boots ! Yet you will start,' said 
he, ' when I tell yon, that, when traveling in Georgia, an excel- 
lent man, a professor of religion, came to me with tears in his 
eyes, asking advice in relation to his slaves, and the good brother 
stated he only waited for my advice to emancipate them, and 
take them to Ohio, (where I lived,) and purchase knds for 
them and their children to locate on. I advised him not to lib- 
erate them, as they were better with him than in that State, as 
the laws existed there. I will now conclude with saying,' con- 
tinued he, * I have never yet advised the liberation of a slave, 
and Qank I never shall ! ! !' 

At the moment of this address of consistency, were pending 
the proceeding of a sister Conference of the East against Slave- 
ry, which had been submitted by that body for the concurrence 
of the Pittsburgh Annual Conference. It reqmred not a 
prophet's eye to see the result. The resolution was lost, there 
being only five votes in the Conference for the exclusion of 
il&vehdldeTB Lorn tha Church xnembsrship. 



HISTORY OF AMEniCAN SLAVER V AND METHODISM. 253 



TO BISHOP SOULE 

" When day with all its wiles is fled. 

And thou in deep and ssarching thought, 

Survey'st each act and word thou'st said, 
And each with good or evil fraught — 

Mark ! Cau'st thou then to God appeal, 
And say, thou know'st my hands are clear* 

No B?ave have I ! I've sot my seal — 
Nor can oppression 'gainst me bear ! 

But oh, the heart, by sin deceived. 

Can only see its crimson fade ; 
It dims the soul which it received, 

'Till guilt seems pure whate'er its shade. 

And thus, mistaken man, art thou, 
In calling thine, clean^ holy hands : 

Go, go, repent thou even now. 
For thou hast tightened slav'ry^ bands ! 

Where was thy Bible — where thy mind ? 

When truth had fir'd an honest heart. 
To break the yoke, the chain unbind. 

And bid the oppress'd in peace depart ? 

Yes, they'd have left dark slar'ry's home, 
Tho' he was mild who swayed their lives, 

Kor outcast would he've bid them roam. 
But bought them lands for babes and wives; 

nad'Ht thou not said to him, thou'rt kind. 
They're happier here than in that State, 

Where equal laws they cannot find, 
And slav'ry here's a better fate. 

But I would ask, could'st thou secure 
This Christian master length of days ? 

Or could'st thou then, their peace insure, 
'Gainst change, should age hedge up his wajsf 

rd ask ther 'note in eandor, too, 

Would'B. thou, tho' treated tender, kind, 

Consent t« be a slave, in view 
Of freedom sweet tho' unrefin'd ? 

What, tho' they had not all their rights. 
Yet might they taste of purest joy ; 

For nature's ties would yield delights. 
When slavery could no more annoy. 

22* 
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Lefc not ' the oppre^s'd go free' thou'et said, 
And think'st thou ever wilt so speak ! 

A bishop thou ! as such thou'at away'd. 
The would-be just, but weakly meek ! 

Each darken'd mind, each orael blight. 

From superstition's sombre power. 
Of all those soultj, thus robb'd of right. 

Is sin of thine from that fell hour I 

Yfovld that the brother had but viewed, 

A bishop as but erring man ; 
With aoul, perhaps, not all-subdued. 

Or mind that oould not justly scan. 

Beceive thia truth — deep, dark thy stain ! 

Thy very soul is tinged with blood ! 
Qo, do thy first workB o'er again ; 

Go, oleanse thee in the Sa^ioar's flood ! 

DSBOnAH." 

Lucius C. Mati.ack-. — ^The arrangement fixed on compels the 
introduction of my own experience at this citage of the nar- 
rative, it being among the first cases of proscription, which 
gives it a prominence, from which I shrink and yet cannot 
consistently avoid. 

" In the year 1827 I became connected with the Sabbath 
School of the Union Methodist Episcopal Chorch, Philadelphia, 
being eleven years of age. Five years afterwards I was associ- 
ated with Daniel Glackin, an experienced teacher, as an assist- 
ant in charge of a class in the same Sabbath School. Two 
years afterwards I was appointed the Superintendent of the 
lower school, embracing the smaller children of both sexes. 
Here I employed my time until authorized by the Church to 
hold public religious meetings, after which my Sabbaths were 
occupied, for twelve months, visiting Ihe poor and destitute, in 
the alms-house and suburbs of the city, and endeavoring to in- 
struct them in the truths and consolations of religion. 

At the expiration of this time, on application to the proper 
authorities, license as a Local Preacher was unanimously voted 
me by th^ last Quarterly Conference for the Union charge for 
1837, signed by John Potts, Presiding Elder of the South 
Philadelphia District. At the same time, a unanimous recom- 
mendation was given me as a suitable person to be received into 
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tlic Philadelphia Annual Contbi-encc, as a traveling preacher. 
This was nearlj three months previous to tho sitting of the 
Coufcrcnco. 

lJuriug that time twelve persons, members of the M. E. 
Cliuicli, met together and formed a Wesloyaa Anti-Slavery 
iiocioty in Philadelphia. This Society I assisted to form, and 
was appointed its Secretary. 

A short tjme ensued before the sitting of Conference. When 
my name was announced, Rev. S. Keppler rose and addressed 
the Conference in a few remarks, highly commendatory, closing 
with the following significant remark: ' But in justice to Bro. 
Matiack and this Conference, I am constrained to say, he is a 
modern Abolitionist.' This announcement was electrical in the 
efF(!et produced on the Conference. Jamed Smith, Presiding 
Elder of the North Philadelphia District., assured the Bishop 
that the Abolitionists were radicals — 'and this young man is a 
radical. These radicals deny your authority and the authority 
of tho General Conference. Ho has been spoken of Jis a young 
man of talents and piety. If he were pious as St. Paul and as 
talented ts an angel, he should uovcr enter this Conference as 
an Abolitionist if I could prevout it.' To this, James Brooks 
Ayrcs responded a hearty amen ! Other characteristic remarks 
were made, some friendly to the- person, but none daring to ap- 
prove the principles of the young man. The case was finally 
disposed of by a motion to lay it on the table. And there it 
lays until this day. 

Immcdiiitely after tho adjournment of Conference, tie 
piVacher appointed to West Chester, Pcnnsylvanii., tho Rev, 
John Lcdnuin, engaged mo to aid him, as he would necessarily 
be absent for some months from his charge. Thus, was twelve 
months spent, at the close of which the Philadelphia Confer- 
ence met in Wilmington, Delaware. 

When my name was read, the old objection was started. 
IMy presence was called for to nmkc known plainly what mj 
views wore on this 'vexed »|uostion.' President Durbin was 
opposed to this, and recommended tho appointment of a Com- 
mittee to confer with n)C and report what my views were on the 
^u^)j xt of Slavery. This was agrci^d to, and the Rev. Presi- 
di'nt .1. P. Durbin, Rev. Charles Pitman, and Rev. Matthew 
Sorin, were appointed. 

After some conversation, a brief report was made out by the 
Committee and presented to Conference, which stated briefly 
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that Bro. Matlaok acknowledged himself ;i iiiodem Abolitioutai, 
mid wpproved of the luoasitrca of the ^boiitionista. 

On presentiug thia report, Rev CI. Pitnum deekred that al- 
though he hud supported this brothi '-, " yet now bocduae of his 
avowed aholitioniaai I can uo longer stand by him.' After re- 
marks by several in opposition to my reception, the vote was 
tak'^u, and a ununimouH rejection was announced. One of the 
Presiding Elders then offered a resolution, authorizing my being 
employed on any district during the year. This was voted by 
a large majority • many, however, consistently voted againwi 
this, arguing thut it was manifestly as improper to have me em- 
ployed by the authority of the Presiding Elder, as by the An- 
nual Conference. 

At the Quarterly Conference for the Union charge, Phila- 
delphia, January 10, 1839, after the business of the Conference 
was attended to, the examination of character was commenced. 

They proceeded to canvass the question of my license being 
renewed, and brought into view — 1st. That immediately after 
my rejection at the Annual Conference, I proceeded to Phila- 
delphia, and attended an Anti-Slavery meeting at which O. 
Scott lectured, at which meeting I took a prominent seat on the 
platform. 2d. That soon after Conference, while preaching at 
West Chester, Pennsylvania, I traveled out of my way in speak- 
ing to a text, merely to preach abolition. But it appeared that 
they would have pardoned all that was past, and taken me into 
covenant favor, if any assurance of my future good behaviour 
could be realized, and, therefore, the question was thrown out — 
' Is Brt>. Matlack at present a lecturing agent P Bro. Pepper 
answered in the negative. ' Will Bro. Matlack become a lec- 
turing agent in the tuturc All seemed to agree that the 
brother had settled that question by assuring them that he 
shouii feel at liberty to lecture whenever requested. 

The Presiding Elder added some remarks to v^at had been 
said, after which, the question was presented, ' shall this 
)>rother'8 license be renewed.' The vote was taken, and Bros. 
Pnpper and Williams voted in the affirmative, and eight voted 
in the negative, eight or ten not voting — so the case was dis- 
posed of. 

After being refused authority to preach, by the Quarterly 
Conference, I continued to preach, however, when opportunity 
offered ; and believing that the action of the Conference was 
unconstitutional, I pupposed it was only necessary to point it 
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out to secure redress. Accordingly, I prepared an appeal to 
the next Qua. fcerly Conference, held April 23, 1839, 

This appeal was placed in the hands of the Presiding Elder, 
and read to the Quarterly Conference, but no mention of it was 
allowed in the Minutes. The Presiding Elder, Solomon Hig- 
gins, decided that this session of the Conference could not re- 
consider the doings of a previous session. Thus it ended. 

Being thus denied my request, having no authority fi-om man 
to preach, I, nevertheless, continued to exhort sinners to repent- 
ance and faith in Christ, in the several large congregations of 

colored people in the city. For this my pastor, M S , 

reproved me, as manifesting a disregard of the Church authori- 
ty, which had determined 1 should not preach. I justified my- 
self by the ' General Rules,' p. 79, book of discipline, where it 
is made obligatory u|)on all to * do good of every possible sort 
to all men — to their souls by instructing, reproving and exhort- 
ing all we have any intercourse with.' He 'advised' me to 
cease my public exercises, as he would be eompelled to charge 
me with insubordination. I promised to think of it, and inform 
him soon. The next week I ''aformed him more positively, 
that I was conscience-bound, and felt that ' Woe is me if I 
preach not the gospel.' I heard nothing more of this matter 
from him. 

It can easily be imagined, by the reader, what my feelings 
were at this time. I had been trained up in the Methodist E. 
Church from my infancy. In the city of Philadelphia, I had 
been connected with the Sabbath School of Union Church, 
since my tenth year. From the age of 15 to 18, I was engaged 
as a teacher in the same school. For two years from that pe- 
riod, I was the Superintendent of the Second Division of said 
School. After this, I was licensed to exhort, and employed my 
time, for one year on Sabbath's, holding meetings in the suburbs 
of the city, among the poor, in company with others, who were 
associated together as a Home Missionary Society. Led on by 
the indications of Providence — ^urged from a sense of duty — and 
encouragedby the counsel and advice of my friends, I looked 
forward to an entire consecration of my powers to the work of 
the Christian Ministry, as the great purpose of my being. 
Many friends had gathered round me. Leading men in the 
Ministry had proffered their friendship, and a blight path spread 
itself before mc. But all was changed. The Conference re- 
fused to receive mo — the Quarterly Meeting withheld my 
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liceuse — and my pastor threatened my expulsion from the 
Church. For these rcasoaa, I now began seriously to 'contem- 
plate a voluntary exile from home, and friends, to seek a shel- 
ter in New-England. 

To satisfy any one who might question the truth of my being 
rejected for anti-slavery opinions, I copy the following letters. 
The firat was prompted by the circulation of unfriendly reports, 
alleging my rejection by the Philadelphia Annual Conference, 
for other reasons than my abolition sentiments : 

'' TO PRESIDENT DURBIN. 

* Enterprise, Sept. 19, 1838. 

* Much Respected Sir, — It may seem presumptuous in me 
to address a communication to you, without previous acquaint- 
ance, but the circumstai ces in which I am placed, will, I trust, 
be stifficient excuse for my forwardness. It is not necessary to 
remind you of my case in the P. A. Conference of 1838, as you 
was Chairman of the Committee appointed to ascertain my views 
of the principles embraced, as well as the measures pursued by 
the modem Abolitionists. Subsequent to that interview, and I 
have supposed, in consequence of some developments made at 
the time by me, respecting modern Abolitionism, my application 
for admission was rejected. Some evil disposed persons, how- 
ever, have more than insinuated that something worse was the 
real cause of my being rejected, that being the ostensible ob- 
jection merely. 

Presuming that you are acquaint ?d with the real cause of my 
rejection, and being desirous successfully to repel such insinua- 
tions. I have written these lines to request that you would in- 
form me if anything else was laid to my charge, and what ; 
which will oblige your afflicted, though unworthy brother.' 

To this I received the following prompt and satisfactory 
reply : 

^Dickinson College, Sept. 21, 1838. 

* Sir — I have received your letter of the 19th inst. I am 
not sure that I was in Conference when your case was decided. 
But l am satisfied that I did not hear (or if I did, I do not re- 
member,) anything urged against you, except your connection 
with abolitionism. I supposed then, and suppose now, that 
this was the cause why you was not received. If there were 
other causes, I do not recollect them. 

Respectfully, J P. Durbin 
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S-ion a&'ii- tha Quarterly Conference at v/hich my liceuss was 
WitUbeiJ, Bro. 11. J, Pepper obtained the signatures of - several 
of the :aemboi-s of the Conference to a declaration that the only 
reason alleged was my abolitionism, as it was called. He 
solicitsd the names of Solomor. Higgins, Presiding Elder, and 
Matthew Sorin, Pastor of the Church. They said the state- 
ment was true, but they did not give their names, iest some im- 
proper use should be made of the paper. 

' TestimoniaL 

* The undersigned being members of the Quarterly Meeting 
Conference of Union Charge, Philadelphia, and being present 
at the session of said Conference, January 101839, when the 
license of Brother Lucius C. Matlack, as a local preacher was 
withheld, deem it an act of justice to him to state that, the only 
alleged cause for withholding his license, was his having deliv- 
ered public lectures in support of ' Modem Abolitionism,' with 
his avowed intention to deliver such lectures as occasion might 
offer, and being in favor of getting up Anti-Slavery Socioties in 
the Church. Wm. Williams, Local Preacher. 

A. LUDINOTON, " " 

Thomas Taylor, Leader. 
Henry J. Pepper, " 
Sam'l y. Monroe, " 

MiTCHSLL BeNNIS, " 

Thos. K. Peterson " ' " 
Philadelphia, May 29, 1839. 



Charles K, True. — At the New- York Conference held 
May, 1837, this brother was elected to elder's orders. The 
vote was reconsidered, however, and his having read an address 
on Slavery, to his people, at Middletown, Coun., from the pen 
of the venerable Timothjr Merritt, was urged by Dr. Bangs, H. 
Bangs, P. P. Sandford, J. Kennady, L. Clarke, and others, as a 
reason for denying him elder's orders. But their efiprts failed. 
After their consumiag nearly all of one day, h disecu^on, he 
was elected by a large majority. - 

The next year, (iSSS,) he was arrested m .the ohavge oft 
"Contumacy and Insubordination." This, Wf». .||ffirB\ed in 
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thrcs spcsifications. 1 . Violation of his pled^^e on Slavery at 
the last Conference. 2. Aiding in the puLlicf.tion of an anti- 
slavery tract. 3. Attending an Anti-Slaver/ Convention at 
Utica. Luther Lee, of the Black River Conference, was Yuh 
counsel. The trial continued two daye, and resulted in the 
suapeixsion of Mr. True from all the fanctions of a gospel min- 
ister, by a vot.e of 91 to 37. He appealed to the next General 
Conference. This was on Tuesday, May 29. The next day, 
however, he sent in to the Conference a pledge, to abide by its 
decisions on the subject of Slavery, and refrain from such ac- 
tions as it would forbid, and the suspension was taken off. Not, 
however, until he had promised to withdraw from the Ameri- 
can Anti-Slavery Society. 

1838. James Floy, (now D.D.) — At the session of the 
Conference just now referred to, this brother was arrested on 
the same charge and similar specifications. He had acted pub- 
licly against Slavery, and attended au Anti-Slavery Convention. 
He was found guilty of " Contumacy and Insubordination,'' by 
a vote of 124 to 17. In favor of suspending him from the ex- 
ercise of his functions as a deacon in the Church, the vote 
stood 102 for, to 31 against. So he was suspended. The 
next day, however, he also pledged himself to abide the deci- 
sions of his Conference on the subject of Slavery, and the Bus- 
pension was taken off, by a vote of 127 to 1 . 

Paul R. Bbowit. — ^Tbis brother was arraigned at the same 
time with the above, on the same charge, for attending the 
Utica Convention. Before the Committee, he manfully assert- 
ed his purpose, to do all he could, to oppose Slavery and pro- 
mote Abolitionism. They reported in his case that, " he be 
mfuired to refrain wholly from this agitating subject — ^be re- 
proved by the Bishop— and not appointed preacher in charge,'* 
hvLt in a^^ a^tbordinate •tilltion, with sora« one over him. This 
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was adopted. He made a noble defence, sketching fully the 
pro-slavery action of variouf? Conferences and leading men, aa 
a good and sufficient reason for holding Anti-Slavery Conven- 
tions in the Church ; and In justification of his attendfiiiec, and 
co-operation with them. He concluded his remarks in the fol- 
lowing dignified and christian manner. 

" I have taken my stand, and cannot go back — I am not am- 
bitious — feel it a solemn duty. I must stand, if alone, and 
all the world against me — I can bear to be censured — it may 
do me good — I am willing to be admonished by any one, any- 
where. And as to the charge of a circuit, or station^ I do not 
wish it, I never felt worthy of it, and think wiser and better 
men should be placed there. It would be quite a relief to me. 
But as for pledging not to discuss the subject, I never can do 
it. If you think you must censure, or suspend, or expel me, 
why, you must take your course, and I must bear it. But I 
feel it my duty to plead for the slave, and I must have the 
liberty !» 

He was publicly rebuked. The appointment of this noble- 
hearted brother, given by the Bishop, was, in a distant field of 
labor, where he suffered much inconvenience and many priva- 
tions. And all for being honest, and opposed to slaveholding. 

David Plumb. — The same charge was made against this 
brother. The acts specified were — Attending a State Anti- 
Slavery Convention, and by other means agitating this subject. 
He, too, was suspended from the ministry, by a vote of 79 to 
37. The day following, he pledged himself to abide by the de- 
cision of the Conference, while he was a member of it. The 
suspension was then removed. He asked a location. This 
was refused. 

At the New- York Conference for 1830, ulthough he had 
withdrawn from that body, and united with the Church again 
on probation, he was charged with not .filling his appointment, 
and violating his pledge. Suspension was again formally vot«d 

23 
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in liis case, although he was beyond their jurisdiction. Such 
was the zeal against abolitiouisixi with which they were eaten 
up ! 

Several other individuab were arraigned and censured by the 
sanae Conference. One applicant for elder's orders, Professor 
Huber, of Middletown University, was rejected. A brother, 
named Young, was not received on trial, because of bis aboli- 
tion views. But without further remarks on the doings of this 
bodj, I will proceed to notice similar movements in other Con- 
ferences. 

J. S. Barris. — At the Erie Conference for 1838, the follow- 
ing criminal (.?) accueation was laid against this brother, who 
was at this time a presiding elder. The account annexed, was 
published in Zion's Watchman of September 1, 1838, over the 
signature of Benjamin K. Maltby, of Ashtabula, Ohio. It 
furnishes another specimen of the frivolous character of the 
charges against Abolitionists. This attack, however, was only 
productive of "regret" on the part of the Conference, and 
" admonition" from the Bishop. 

His case came up on Monday 13th inst., and was laid over. 
Tuesday it was called up again, and the following charges were 
read : 

" ' Charges preferred against the Rev, J. S. Barris, of the 
Erie Annual Conference, to wit : charge of insubordination to 
the constituted authorities of the M. E. Church. 

Specf. 1. Disobedience to the advice of the General Confer- 
ence, in lecturing and agitating the subject of abolition during 
the past year. 

Specf. 2. Contempt of this Conference, by getting up and 
presiding in an abolition meeting on the 9th inst., — and deliver- 
ing an abolition lecture under pretence of preaching a gospel ser- 
mon ; delivered in the Presbyterian Church, in this place, on 
Sabbath eve last, 

Specf. 3. la giving leave to the pastor in charge of N. Cas- 
tle Ct., to attend the Abolition Convention, held in Utica, 
May last. In behalf of the Church. Dated, Painesville, Aug. 
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Testimony was called, when it appeared that Brother Ban is 
had introduced the subject of Slaver j into a sermon or two — 
and replied to a Dr. Howe, whose business in his district was to 
make the people believe that Slavery was r divine institution 
and in accordance with the word of God. Here Bro. Barris 
took bis stand upon his ordination vows, which required him 
' with a ready mind to drive away erroneous and strange doc- 
trines.' As to the ad\dce of the General Conference, he stood 
upon the clause of directions to those who ' must speak out,' 
&c., as applicable to him, and which he had endeavored to 
obey. His ' lecture under pretence of a gospel sermon,' was 
one on the responsibilities of man to his God. He had touched 
upon Slavery under the head of duty of ministers to oppose sin 
in all ite forms, wherein he argued that sin though in ' high 
places' sanctioned by law, mingling in the politics of the coun- 
try, and an opposition to it, attended with excitement, should 
by no means form an exception. His character at length 
passed, under a resolution expressing the regret of Conference 
at his course, and giving him up to the Bishop presiding, to be 
admonished, and requested to desist from such conduct 'n 
future." 



Benjamin Preston. — This brother was arraigned day 
before the Conference adjourned, upon the following charges, 
found guilty and suspended for one year from his ministerial 
office ! 

" 1 . For saying that the proceedings of the New- York Con- 
ference at its late session were unrighteous, and unjust, and 
equal to a Roman Inquisition, and would as lief see the perse- 
cution under the reign of Queen Mary revived, as such pro- 
ceedings ; and that the devil was at the bottom of it. 

2. For saying, that in reference to his abolition sentiments, 
he would lecture as much as he pleased, and circulate Zion's 
Watchman as much as he could, and the Conference might 
help itself if it cciuld. 

3. For making exertions in favor of an abolition meeting in 
Monroe village, to the injury of the Methodist Society in that 
place, although earnestly requested not to do so. 

4. For desacrating the Sabbath by delivering abolition lec 
tures thereon. 

In bahalf of ths Church.. John Bain." 



264 HISTORY OF AMEniCAN SLAVERY AND METHODISM. 

I here Insert another extract from tlie letter of Bro. Maltby 
above named. After speaking of a resolution, adopted by tho 
Erie Conference, forbidding abolition lectures, conventions, &c., 
be says : 

" The day following came on the examination of candidates 
for admission to membership. The use to be made of this 
resolution now began to appear. A majority of the candidates 
were abolitioniscs. When these came up for examination, no 
objections appearing against them, they were called out before 
Conference to tell what were their views of the resolution, and 
whether they were willing to be governed by it. This point was 
a trying one to the young men. They had gone through the 
period of probation assigned by our economy. They iiad 
looked forward to this as tho time when they should be conse- 
crated to the high vocation of feeding the flock of Christ, and 
of coming also into a more immediate association witli their 
brethren in the Conference. But before them now arose a 
resolution denominated a law of the Conference by which they 
were to govern their future conduct, in regard to a great moral 
evil. I say nothing of the sacrifice it required at tbeir hands, 
or of its intrusion to the sanctuary of conscience ; or its con- 
flict with their sense of obligation to God in this matter. The 
resolution is before the public, the reader may judge for him- 
self. 

A number of the candidates refused to pledge themselves to 
accept this resolution as the outline of their future conduct. 
The conscf|uence was. they were refused admission. Some of 
those who came after the fixed determination of the majority, in 
regard to the crime of refusing the pledge was fully manifested, 
thought it prudent to consent to be governed by it as a Confer- 
ence rule, hoping soon to fiee themselves free from the restraint 
of such a resolution. There was, afterwards, a reconsideration 
of the cases of some. One gave satisfaction to Conference in 
reference to the resolution, and was admitted. Three remain 
rejected from membership, two of which are continued on 
trial." 

1839. GooDsiLL Buckingham. — At the Pittsburgh Con- 
ference for 1838, the following resolution was adopted, ;?hich 
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was made the basis of proscription in tlie case of the above 
named brother : 

" Resolved, That while this Conference disclaims all inten- 
tion of interfering with any man's private opinions ; and while, 
as the Discipline says, ' we are as much as ever convinced of 
the great evil of Slavery,' we judge it incompatible with the 
duties and obligations of Methodist preachers, to spend their 
time in delivering abolition lectures, contributing to the getting 
up of abolition meetings, attending abolition conventions, or in 
circulating abolition papers. 

The extract given below, is from the pen of Robert Boyd, a 
worthy member of the Pittsburgh Conference, and one of its 
delegates in the General Conference of 1844 at New- York. 
The letter was dated July 30, 1839, Barnesville, Ohio, anc/ 
published in Zion^s Watchman for August 17, of tho same 
year. 

" Such was the nature of a part of the business, which it was 
understood, would come before the Conference that many were 
extremely anxious to witness the result. I refer to the. subject 
of Slavery. This came up first, when Bishop Soule laid the 
resolv 1 of the New-England Conference before us ; and 
again in connection with the case of Brother Goodsill Bucking- 
ham, (a probationer,) who had delivered two lectures on the 
subject of Abolitionism during the past year. While the case 
of Bro. B. was before the Conference, a doubt was expressed 
whether a majority would entertain the resolution of the last 
Conference on the subject of Abolitionism, with the construction 
which the mover had put upon it, in a letter written to another 
member of tlie Conference during the past year. It was, 
therefore, moved and carried that the fiirther consideration of 
Bro. B.'s case be laid over, to make room for a reaction on tho 
resolution of last year. Whereupon, it was moved to rescind 
the resolution. 

Before the vote was taken on this motion, the construction 
of the mover, above referred to, was read, which went to say 
that, the delivery tT oven a single lecture, in the course of a 
year, under any circumstances, or even lending an abolition 
book or paper, was a violation of the resolution : and, further, 
that a brother thus offending, after being admonished of the 

23* 
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orror of hia way, uiid bmiie with t\)r a sen.sou, could liavn ' no 
more phifc iimon^ U8 as a truvcliaif IVlothotjist, jirciudcn.' 
With tl'.is oonstriu'tuiii aud uud.iistiUidiu^ of tin; ic-oluiioii; tlu; 
voti^ was taken to resv^'i.ul it, and tiio laotiou waH iost ; 'i t 
voting for rescinding, and 58 against it. After this a.riion 
upon the resolution of h'^it year, Bro. Buokinghani's cast; was 
again taken up, and lie was permitted to address the i'onfer- 
ence. And such was hirf self-possession and truly amiable 
manner, as to form the most striking contrast with his principal 
warm blustering opposers. hi short, such was the ability and 
araiableness manifested on this occasion, that (?ven his warmest 
opposers felt and admitted that he was no ordinary man. But 
he was firm to his purpose, and nobly refused to pledge himself 
' wholly to refrain' from the agitating subject. Hence he was 
dropped, 29 voting for, und 49 against his continuance. 

The amount of the matter is simply thld : viewing his case 
apart from the tesolution, he appeared before the Conference 
as one not only passable, but one most to bo desired. He was 
presented by his elder and colleague, as deeply pious, habitual- 
ly serious, greatly devoted to his work, and possi^ssing far more 
than ordinary talent and education, and exceedingly anxious to 
continue and give himself wholly to God and his work. I'hus, 
wo se8, one, every way qualified, according to the Bible and our 
discipline, cut off by the power of a resolution that was made 
after he gave himself to the Conference I" 

EzEKiKL RoBFNsoN. — This worthy man was one of the Pre- 
siding Elders in the Maine Annual Conference. Being deeply 
interested in the anti-slavery cause, he attended, among other 
public meetings, on that subject, the Convention in 1S39, at 
Utica, N. Y. He was one of a committee to call Txnother con- 
vention. At the session of the Annual Conference for that 
year, he was deposed from his office, because of his connection 
with the abolition cause. The fact is thus stated in Zion's 
Watchman, some time subsequent to the occurrence : 

" We have never alluded, we believe, to the fact that Bishop 
Waugh removed our brother, E. Robinson, from hia district for 
reasons connectr;d with the abolition cause. We are told that 
303 reason assigned by Bishop Waugh was, that Bro. Robinson 



wan OH;; of til ■ i'i)UHi.itt;'.ii tor ciillitii; auoilicr 'ioavciiiioii, iiio. 
|{,. aNsuK-d ilic Bisliiip, (lir time, iiiaf iu^ Uii.s not ui favor of 
li(>I(liii<; aiiotlicf coii\ ciitioii bi^fori; flu; niixf (cou.'rul Coufor- 
(!U(!n, (hou^li belii'v;ul in om- ji;;;ht to lioKi vw- if we chose 
to do w) ; and ii'! fmilu'r infoiiuod hliii, tiiat it was his d;'si_<jii 
to oppose tlic holding of the piupoHod cou vontion, and probably 
he would have dt)ne it, had it not b;^en postponed, us all oiU" 
readerH know. Vet ho was deposLnl from liis eldership. 

Hovf will these facts sound iu the ears of posterity a hundred 
years hence ?" 

This .statement is fully corroborated by a member of tho 
Maine Coufiu-ence, (since of the New-Englaud Conference,) La 
a letter, found iu Zion's Watchman, of Sept. 7, 1S39 ; the Ibi- 
lowint' is an extract : 

" The great cause of God aud humanity stilJ advances among 
m : neither ' tribulatiou, nor distress, nor pcjrsecutiou,' can 
check ita glorious career. The removal of Rev. E. Robinsoa 
from his office of Presiding Eider for his ' peculiar sentiments,' 
rdias his abolitionism, k making more converts to this cause, 
than Bro. R. could have done by taking an abolition agoney. 
Had the superintendent appointed him to such an agency, he 
could not have disturbed the peace of the Church more than he 
has done, by the unprecedented act of cashiering a man for 
opinion's sake. Alas ! who will answer for this ? 

Keweastle, Me., July 26. 1839. '^'^A^f^ON. 



Henrv v. Decen. — The following letter presents tlie facts 
of a peculiarly interesting case of proscription by the Book 
Concern Agents : 

"New-York, Oct. 29, 1839. 

" Rev. O. Scott, 

Dear Brother, — Though personally unacquainted, I tako 
the liberty, at the instance of Bro. Sunderland, to address to 
you the present communication. 

I have been employed in our Book Concern for the past five 
yeara — two of which have been spent in the Advocate OfBce, 
and tbe last three, as General Book-keeper. I believe, that, 
during th»t time, I have given satbfaction to the Agents, both in 
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n!!j;;i,i (i to my b^Iiaviour aiul 'Idi'lity. it has bee however, :t»iy 
iui.iiDi time (a.s tUr as my wovdiy iiiteresLs are ooiicerucd) , to bo 
aa Aboiit'KaLst and an su-jh, ehpeeially of late, have excited 
the Hu-spiciou and prejudice of my eiiipbyers. Sensible, how- 
ever, of the peculiarity of my .situation, I have endeavored to 
exercise strict prudence in all my movements — and until late, 
all my opponenta have in vaiu sought for any opportunity to 
bring ouvht to niy charge. 

At a Centenary Meeting, held in the Church to which I am 
attached, tlio brother who was appointed Secretary (one of the 
trustees,) rose and stated that he felt it a duty to divide his 
Centennial Oflfering between the objects proposed by Confer- 
ence and the Anti-Slavery cause. Knowing that a number of 
our brethren (the majority being Abolitionists,) had come to 
the meeting with the same intention, I rose and asked whether 
it would be considered out of order, for the Secretary to take 
down, on a separate sheet of paper (apart from the minutes of 
the meeting,) the amount which might bo subscribed for this 
object. To th's, the preacher in charge, Bro. Tackaberry, put 
his veto — and nothing more was said on the subject, until to- 
wards the close of the meeting, when, fearing, that my example, 
in not giving anything, might be misconstrued, and have an un- 
favorable influence on others, I again iose, and stated, that I 
highly approved of the proposed objects, but feeling that my 
circumstances would not admit of my doing much, and believ- 
ing myself in duty bound to do something for the slave, I had 
come to the conclusion to give my offering that way. 

I'or this procedure, without any previous intimation of the 
same, I had, at our next ensuing Leaders' Meeting, my class- 
book demanded of me. The members connected with my 
class, feeling themselves aggrieved, called a meeting, at which 
thoy expressed their unqualified disapprobation — and appointed 
a Committee to have the statements which ] had made before 
the class, in Bro. Taekaberry's presence, printed and circulated. 
This document (a copy of which i now send you,) was printed, 
though at my request not circulated. 

In addition to the above punishment, such a prejudice was 
excited in the minds of our city preachers, that, though pre- 
viously, scarce a week paspad without some iuvitation to preach 
on the ensuing Sabbath, I have since been carefully avoided. 
And to cap the climax, the Agents, on last Saturday evening, 
gave me mj diamisaal — at the same time, refusing to assign any 
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other reason than; that they were displeased with my late con- 
duct. 

Under these circvitustances, I have been advised to apply to 
you —with a request that, you would use ycur influence, either 
in obtaining me some situation in you- region of country — or in 
enabling me to travel under the Presiding Elder on some circuit, 
until the N. England Conference, wlien i shall probably join it. 

You will hnd subjoined below, a few lines from Bro. Floy, of 
the New- York Conference, who was my pastor for two y^ars, 
and intimately acquainted with rae. And, also, Bro. Sunder- 
land, who has also been more or less acquainted with me for a 
few years past. 

Affectionately yours in Christ, 

Henry V. Degen." 

" During the two years that I labored on the Harlem Mis- 
sion, Brother Degan filled the offices of Superintendent of the 
Sabbath School, Class Leader, and Local Preacher, with great 
acceptance. His labors among that people, have been greatly 
blest in the awakening of sinners and the upbuilding of believ- 
ers. His preaching talents are good, and from my knowledge 
of his daily conduct and conversatiou, I think he would make 
a good pastor. James Flov, 

New- York, Oct. 29, 1839. N. Y. Conf. 

P. S. Bro. Degen was recommended to the N. Y. Annual 
Conference, as a suitable person to join said body, by the 
Quarterly Conference of Harlem Mission last year ; but of his 
own accord, withdrew his recommendation. J. F. 

Dear Erothkr Scott — I pity Bro. Degeu. He never 
scarcely dared to open his lips for the slave, and the Book 
Agents have dismissed him, out of mei-e hatred to abolition. 

Yours, La Roy Sunderlan^j. 



William M. Scllivax — ^Had been a traveling minister, but 
had been located within the bounds of the Ingham Mission > 
Michigan Conference. As editor of the Michigan Freeman, he 
had commented upon the proceedings of that Conference, in re- 
fusing to ordain Marcus Swift and Samuel Bebbins. The fol- 
lowing is a copy, verbatim et literatim, of a list of charges and 
speoifioations : 
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Leslie, July 1, 1840. 

" Rev. W. M Sullivan, you are hereby notified to attend at 
my shanty, or such other place aa may be agreed upon, in the 
the vUage of Leslie^ Ingham county, on thxirsday, the 16th of 
July, 1840, at 10 A. M. to answer the following charges and 
specifications preferred against you in behalf of the Methodist 
E,. Ciurch. A Commity will caled to hear and investicate the 
case. Isaac Bennet. P. in charge. 

Charge 1st. For publishing in Michigan Freeman, of Deo. 
25th, lP??9j falsehood in regard to the doeings of "the last 
Michigan Conference. 

Specification 1st. Founded on the clause in said publickation 
' to lessen his (swifts) influence.' 

Specification 2d. on the clause, ' and as an omen,' &c. 

Charge 2nd. for slandering the Michigan conference in the 
above named communication. 

Specification 1st. In denominating the Michigan conference 
* pro-slavory.' 

Specification 2d. In representing the conference as ' refusing 
swift ordination for a base purpose (or purposes) after he had 
fully complied with all disciplineary requirements.' 

Specification 3d. In applying the terms, ' slaveholding power' 
and * gag monster' to the Michigan conference. 

Specification 3rd. founded on the item, item * sacrificing the 
man,' &c. 

Specification 5th. founded on the item ' had not the iron 
rod,' &c. 

Specification 6. founded on the centance so it is ' the wrath 
of of man is made to praise god.' " 

The time of the trial was altered ; and, then, the charges 
were withdrawn. Not, however, until the utmost efforta had 
been made, in vain, by Rev. Loring Grant and Rev. E. H. 
Pilcher. 

John Watbon, was a traveling preacher nine years, and until 
1840, was connected with the Oneida Conference of the M. E. 
Church. 

His experience will be given in his own words, showing the 
ttifiuence exerted against him, on account of aboKtionism : 
At the laat seraicm of the Oneida Conference, (lit jlfomli!^, 
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N. Y., Aug., 1839,) tho Presiding Elder of the Cayuga dis- 
trict, in the bounds of which I had labored for some years, re- 
peatedly urged me to give him a pledge, that I would not dis- 
cuss the subject of Slavery iu the pulpit. And, when my 
nawe was called to pass my character, he said there was nothing 
against my moral, or Christian character, but wished my caae 
laid over, which svas done. Shortly after, the Presiding Elder 
beckoned me to go out, and also another preacher who had in- 
formed him, that I had given much offense to the people of 
Amber, by preaching a very warm abolition sermon iu that 
place. But after a little investigation, 1 showed that, notwith- 
standing all the labor of this mountain, it only brought forth a 
pro-slavery mouse. One man had been offended, and one, too, 
who had opposed all the movements of the friends of temper- 
ance in that place. And I presume, sir, yout will conclude, 
that he is but a sorry Abolitionist who will not displease, at 
leastj on?, man in a year. 

After going out as above mentioned, the subject of giving a 
pledge waa again renewed, and I was now informed that the 
stationing Committee wanted it from me, and that there was 
no place in the Cayuga district, where the people would submit 
to have the subject of Slavery discussed in the pulpit. The 
following short dialogue then took place, after which, nothing 
more was said to me about giving a pledge : 

' What did the framers of our discipline mean, when they 
asked, ' what shall be, done for the extirpation of the great evil 
of Slavery P Did they mean that slavery was a great moral 
evU P 

' They did !' 

' Is a great moral evil a great sin ?' 
< It is !' 

* And shall I give you, or the Conference, a pledge, that I will 
not preach against a great sin P 

* I expect that the General Conference will give more latitade 
upon that subject ! ! !' 

* The above is, I believe, verbatim. From which it appears, 
that, until the General Conference, I can be allowed to preach 
against little sins, and if that august body shall see fit, in their 
clemency, to grant the indulgence, I may, hereafter, be per- 
mitted to preach against greater sins I * RoU round ye wheels 
of time andJiring4he welcome day,' when presiding elders and 
MfivS^^t^Sas^s ySi jVi^hBS^ 9|>pr$.ES ^ bmdar tLem £roin 
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preaching against the worst of villainy. What the next require- 
ment will be I know not ; perhaps something like that in Acts 
iv. IS — And they called them, and commanded them not to 
speak at ail;, nor teach in the name of Jesus.' 

At the time of Couferenoe, 1 had but partially recov- 
ered from a severe attack of pleurisy and infiammation of 
the lungs. Before that time, 1 never gave intimation that I 
needed some favor to be shown me, on account of my health. 
Well, I was appointed to Spencer — allowed to be one of the 
most laborious and difficult to travel, of any circuit in the Con- 
ference — and having eleven appointments for one man. I com- 
menced my labors on the charge, the second Sabbath after Con- 
ference, and after many difficulties and disappointments, at last 
got my family to the village of Spencer, Tioga Co., where, 
after coming a journey of about eighty mUes, one man sent us 
a candle, and this was the provision for that night, for myself, 
wife, and four children. There was no place to buy any bread 
in the village, and I was ashamed to beg. The next day, how- 
ever, it began to be more encouraging, for one of the stewards 
(there being two in the place,) sent us a bushel of potatoes, 
tind some slabs for fire wood, this being Saturday, and my 
family now provided for, I was prepared to preach to three con- 
gregations on Sunday. Yet, ' none of these things move me.' 
As a Wesleyau Methodist, ' I absolutely deny all slaveholding 
to be consistent with any degree of natural justice j' and shall 
not shun to declare that Slavery is sin under all circumstances 

Respectfully yours, 

John Watson 

Fayetville, N. Y., Sept. 30, 1840. 



Edward Smith, was a traveling preacher in tlie Baltimore 
Conference, and subsequently a Presiding Elder in the Pitts- 
burgh Conference of the M. E. Church. During the year 
1839, he became known as an active and efficient Abolitionist 
in Western Pennsylvania. He had been solicited, by the Wes- 
leyan Anti-Slavery Society, the American Anti-Slavery Socie- 
ty, and the Ohio State Society, to devote his time whoUy to 
.lectures on that subject, for which a liberal salary would have 
been ^ven to hitn. But he was so devoted to his work, as a 
Methodist preacher^ that he dcksUned thefe ofiejrs. Indeed) he 
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had, for tLe same reasons, decliQed a nomination to Congress, 
when offered to him by a party then ju the majority. 

Yet he was not inactive aa an Abolitionist— lecturing and 
debatirig publicly on the subject, and to the utmost of his dis- 
tinguished abilities, promoting the cause of the slave. His suc- 
cess in the gospel ministry was very great. 'Thousands pro- 
fessed conversion to Christianity as the fruit of his labor, and 
many personsnow irt the gospel ministry, regard him as their 
spiritual father. Such is the report of those who know him. 

In 1838, a resolution was adopted by the Pittsburgh Confer- 
ence, prohibiting the preachers attending conventions, deliver- 
ing lectures, or circulating papers of an anti-slavery character. 
This was construed to mean, that a preacher was liable to ex- 
pulsion for even lending an abolition book or paper. (See R. 
Boyd's letter on Buckingham's caae.) With this constructiou 
it was re-affirmed in 1839, and a preacher was cut off for vio- 
lating it. Subsequent to. this, E. Smith had written several 
able communications for the Watchman, condemning this reso- 
lution, and criticising the action of the Creneral Conference. 
This called out an attack from Dr. Bond, who aasailed his 
veracity and general reputation. These were refuted by the 
reply of Robert Boyd, who cited facts positively contradictory. 

What communications passed between New- York and Pitts- 
burgh, if any, is not known. This oaly^ is significant. Within 
twelve months from the assault just named, Edward Smith was 
arraigned before the Pittsburgh Conference, on, a bill of seven 
distinct charges. The number of offei^oes l^d to his charge, 
was evidently designed to cover the palpability that abolition- 
ism^ was ^0 )xea,A and front of his offending. , 
.. An indeoent haste was manifested, by the **<Mei( men.'* to 
dedde the owe fanuiiarily, by dispensing witli the usual 
fottb» of ttfial; The ^eoiaon of the ^»cured a ref- 

et4n6e to a Cdihmitt^^,lbeforie Whom the Bit" of charges was so 
iiiqqrougBy'dft^d by the ^used, that two only willusttood Hie 

ordiBil/ It is H!iV*>^ss*u7-*»^jHa - ' 

24 
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First. Giving " publicity to things resp -^ctiog the Methodiij* 
Episcopal Cturch" and " the ministry, which are highly sland- 
erous In their character." 

Second. Declaring that ho " would not take an appointment 
in Virginia, if the Bishop were to send (him) thsre — thua en- 
couraging % spirit of rebellion in others^ and violating (his) own 
ordination vows." 

The prosecutor was Presiding Elder of the District, and had 
written to the accused an admonitory letter, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy : 

" September 9, 1840. 

" Dear Brother : — A sense of duty only induces me to drop 
you these lines, and whatever may be their reception or fate, I 
assure yotl t"hey are well intended. 

Complaints have been made to me that you have, in one in- 
stance, at least, delivered an abolition lecture, or preached an 
abolition sermon ; and that you had made an appointment to 
deliver another in a short time. As a friend, I advertise you 
of the fact, that such movements give diBsatisfactjon to many of 
the memberfi of the Church ; and I advise you to discontinue 
them. As it Is not a matter that constitutes any part of the 
appropriate work of a Methodist preacher, it can be dispensed 
with, without infringing the rights of any. The resolution of 
the Conference upon wiat subject, which you helped to frame 
and pass, i^otdd h^ve been rescinded before you, of all men in 
the Conference, became an abolition lectxn-er, 

Re..E.Snu*. «• H<.p«ks." 

This was repUed to thus 

* ■^NeW'AihetUf September U, 1840- 
*^ Dear !BRaTHEB :— -Yours of the 9th inst. is now oefwe nae. 
You inform me that complaints have been made to you, that I 
hi.vG delivered one lecture, or preached one sermon on aboU- 
iionism, and that I had made an appointment for another ico- 
tur 3. The first M, trao : I haye delirere qn? lecture ; but had 
not, at the tibiie t su|i5>0S3d you received your information, made 
an a|)poinlifacht fbr anotlrer. ]6ut I have no disposition to con- 
ceal the &ct, that I intend to promote the interests of abolition 
in every way I can, witbottfe naglecting mj. work. I in^^jnd to 
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lecture, circulate books and papers, ind do the Yety best 1 caa 
for tlie caass (A' abolition kua the oppressed. This I feel to be 
my duty, in connection with attending faithfnliy to the duties 
of my circuit ; and if I hurt the feelitigs of my brethten, or 
* give great dissatisfaction to manj of the members of the chctrcb,* 
1 cannot help it. I must, and will, take my conscience into my 
own keeping. As to the resolution of ottr Cooference, you will 
see my views of it in the last * Watchman.' 

1 have carefully aud prayerftiUy looked at this Bubjecl, and 
have come to the conclusion, that the above course is the way 
of duty, and trusting in God, I intend to pursue it. 

Yours affeottotiately, ^ ^ v 

Rev. R. Hopkins. ^- ^^^^h.- 

The accused defended himself, by showing the truth of all he 
had ever said about slavery in the M. E. Church. For these 
were the " things" referred to in the first charge. 

After speeches from Dr. Elliott and Charles Cook, the first 
arguing that thd Church was anti-slaveiy, and the Iiist buding 
the church and the bishops, the vote Iras taken, and the follow- 
mg resolution, offered by T. M. Hudson tod J. Muuroe, was 
passed, by a vote of 67 to 24. 

" Resdhedy That in t3i6 judgment of this Conference, the 
charge contained in the fourth (now first,) specification, is sus- 
tained." 

The next charge was taken up. This was admitted by the 
accused, who read the law of Virgktia, of which an extriaot is 
heipe given : 

" Chapter 66. —An Act to suppr^ the circulation of tncen- 
diarg pubHtatiMtf and /or other purpo»e». (Passed March 
33, 1836.) 

WherftftS) attempts hkve been tecetttly madia by certain Abo^ 
litionists, o* Anti-Siavery Societies^ ana evil di4>08ed persons, 
being, and residing in some cf the non-slaveholding States, to in- 
terfere with the rektions existing between the muster and slave 
in ^Am State, and to excite in our colored population a spirit of 
insubordination, rebellion, and insurrection, by distributing 
among them, through the agency of the United States M^, 
and oth«r mctuu, ^itiua iziceBdiary hecdo^ pafopbleto, or: q^bm 
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writings of an inflammatory and mischieyous oiiaracier md tend- 
ency ; for remedy whereof, and to provide against the dangers 
thetein arising— 

1. it enacted the General Assembly — That any mem- 
ber of an Abolition or Anti-Slavery Society, or agent of m 
Abolition or Anti-SLb/ery Society, who shall come into this 
State, and shall here maintain, by speaking or writing, that tho 
owners of slaves have no property in the same, or advocate or 
advise the abolition of slavery, shall be deemed guilty of a high 
misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be fined in a 
sum of not less than fifty dollars, nor more than two hundred 
dollars, and suffer a term of imprisonment of not less than six 
months, nor more than three years, at the discretion of the 
jury." 

During his defense, Mr. S. said — 

" Mr. Chairman, I will call the attention of the Conference 
to one or two particularB in this law. I am a member of an 
Anti-Slavery Society, and also an officer ; to this, the Confer- 
ence has offered no objections, now, or at any other time ; con- 
sequently they do not think this wrong. Was I to go to Vir- 
ginia, in what situation would I be placed > I would bv. subject 
to be sent to the Penitentiary for two years, should I advise a 
master to liberate his slave, or say tho slave had a right to his 
freedom ; for this, would be saying the master had no right in 
the slave ; for the master cannot nave a right to the slave, and 
the slave a right to himself, at the some time. 'I might be sent 
to the penitentiary for five years, for taking a copy of * Zion's 
Watchman' out of the post-office. Now, sir, were I there, I 
would have to advise penitent masters to free their slaves, to 
let the oppressed go free. I would have to say, the servant 
was the Lord's freeman. These things I said when I was there, 
before these laws were made, and as human laws cannot change 
moral principle, I would have to say diem now, if I were there, 
or sin arainst God, and lose my soul. This is my full convic- 
tion of duty, on this point. Now, I pnt it io this Conference, 
ought I to permit you, sir, to seud me to the penitentiary^ be- 
cause I would not violate my conscience, and sin against God. 
To allow you to send me to Vir^nia, in view of this law, would 
be, to allow you to send me to the penitcntar^, or to hell, and 
I hope you will not be offended with me, when I tell you, I am 
not willing that you should do either ! This is a plain case ^ 
were J to ^^Uusre and do^ duty, i would be s^t io the peni- 
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tentiary, and if I noglecfced my duty, and did fiot warn the peo- 
ple, I would lose the Divioe favor, and perish. This is en 
awful subject ; 1 hope the Conference will look at it. I am 
sure, sir, yon wiU not ask this at my hand, nor do I think any 
of yonr colleagues would." 

After an able plea, he added — 

1 will now close. I have detained the Conference till some 
may be out of patisnce ; but ray ministerial all is at stake ; this, 
I hope, will be sufficient apology. I submit the question, pray- 
ing that the Conference may be enabled so to decide, that the 
interest of righteousness and truth may be subserved — and that 
their decision may be such an one as- they can meet with Joy in 
a coming day." 

The Conference voted to sustaui the charge toutained in the 
specification, by a vote of 71 to 12. 

" The Conference then came to their final action. Some one 
proposed or moved a vote of censure, and that his character 
pass, after receiving the censure or reproof whi6h he proposed ; 
but the Conference wonld not entertain it. Another took a 
resolution, of a similar import, to the Secretary's table, signed 
and seconded ; but the Secretary threw it aaide and would not 
read it, but read the resolution signed by J. Boyle and himself, 
as the oiJy resolution proposed on the occasion." 

The following preamble and resolution were read by the 
Secretory : 

" Whereas it has appeared to this Conference, by his own 
confession, that the Rev. Edward Smith has declared to his 
Presiding Ellder, that he would not take an appointment in Vir- 
ginia, if the Bishop should appoint him there ; and, whereas, it 
has been proved before this Conference, by the most clear, un- 
impeachable, and oonclnsiTe testimony, that he has &lso been 
guilty of m&tdng sbaderouis and false statements respecting the 
CauLtch and his orethren. Therefore, 

Resohedj That the Rev. E. Smith be, and hereby is, sus- 
pended from all official relation to the M. E. Church, until he 
shall ^ve this Conference satisfactory evidence of repentance 
•ad reformation. 

J. BOYLS. 

, C. COOKB." 
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" Wl»ea thia rasolution was ry»d by tho Secretary, it wom 
moved to have the ronoiutiou aiuoatiad, by striking oui the " 
words 'aad fUse.' The moverd admitted the ataeQiiiuout^ aud 
the resolutiuuii a^ amended, was adopted, by a vote of b:2 to 
17." 

These extracts aro from a published report oertijfiod te by 
luemhers of the Cojxferenoe and others, who witnessed tht trial, 
ia which Mr. Smith says : 

** I informed the Conference of my intention to appeal to the 
Qsneral Conference, and asked for the privilege of taking a, 
copy of the proceedings and testimony, which was granted. I 
thea addre88«d a few words to the Conference, in which I in- 
formed them, that they might as irell have cut me off at cnce, 
for I never expected to repent ; that I hclieve^ in my heart 
that T had done no wrong, and that I ex pected to die in this 
belief; that I felt calm, confidently believing that God would 
overrule it for mj good and his glory ; that I felt deeply hum- 
Idled under the honor thev had conferred upon me ; for I would 
be looked on, henoefbrth, aa the first victim to anti-slavery 
IHiBcipIes in the M. E. Church ; and that whatever might bs 
my lot in flitare life^ i hoped never to love Methodism leea, or 
hate slavery len — «ad then left the Conferenoe." 

In conclusion) ^yr. Mr. SmUih--^ 

" I will invite the reader^s attention to what the Conference 
fbnnd against me, and the punishment inflicted. There were 
seven charges preferred, and only two out of the seven 
sastained. Thsss two require special attention. One of 
ti^s charges, the sixth in the list of charges, was fof say- 
ing I would not go to Virginia, should the Bishop send ma there. 
I wil! state one casb, whida wili show the true %bt in which the 
Conference viewedi tbis charge when i was not interested. Br o. 
James H. White, at die previous Conference, ia Clarkesbuxgh) 
told the Bishop,, in the pretence of the ConfeareAoe, that he 
would v>ot take an appoiutment in Virginia. This Wothef said 
puUiidjr- -on the Aoih: oI the Cenferonoe— m the £aoe <^ the 
Bishop, wh^ ! said priv&tely to my Freading Elder. His 
oifanee, if a^ (^nee it be, was mum more aggravated than 
mine. And what did the Conference do with him ? The; 
'passed his character, and gave him an appointment, without 
censaauBig hua in ttny way, or requiring him to t&ke back one , 



word of whAt he had said. Ami the ( '(Miforoupo that suflpen.dud 
iat> p&sH'd hit! cha.itmt'.<r again, and elected hiui to e'der'a 
tiidtirs ; aud he wa« ofdaiued, uud given an (.'.ppointmiMit, with- 
out ha/in<r tak»'a back ono woid ot" whs-t ho anid at tb j i\mr<;i"- 
onoe in Ciarkesburgh ; coaaequout!)' , what 1 saidcoiild uot havo 
1) H'H estttaiiufd bj the C\»uferouc« as a very aerioi ^ \l.tcr- 
Bru. White waa a joxin^ preacher, and had no claima to fav^c 
on account of formor saoriJIces and toils, i was an old preao,h(^r , 
and had Borne claims on these accounts. Ho did what he did 
publicly, iu circmustauceB the most aggravating ; I did tho aamo 
thing privately, and in circumstances the least aggravating 
He was approved, and advanced to the office of an Ider. It 
surely cannot be possible that I was ct-nsured and silenced on 
tJiis account. This proves, if anything can be proven, that the 
Conference attached no criminality to this charge.' 

The other matter found rgainst me, was for giving publicity 
to things slanderous of the CQurch and of the preachers. The 
final resolution, offc^red by Bros. Boyle and Cooke, said I had 
made slanderous and fabie statements respecting tho c'uu! ch and 
my brethren. The Conference was asked to say, by this reso- 
lution, that I had made slanderouui aad faUe siatemeats, but re- 
fused to say the statements were false. The words ' aud false' 
wijre stricken out, after the resoiution biicame the property of 
tha Conference, aad consequently were stricken out by the Con- 
ference — by the consent of the Conference. And, the Confer- 
ence refusing to say, wheo thus asked, that I had made false 
stat.imeuts, was saying 1 had not nUad?. false statements. This 
is undeniable. Now what is my oflfeace, accoruiog to thb show- 
in); of the Conference 1 mada statements which w^ro trua ■ 
and in so doing, I siaodcred the church and niy breth.reu — 
slandered them by telling the truth on them. This is just where 
th3 Conference placad the mattejr, by their own act. I have 
slandared the M. E. Church and her ministers, by telling the 
truth on th::m. Well, leave the matter where the Conference 
loft it. To t'sil the truth cannot be an immorality under any 
oircumstanct : it can be but an impradencc, for which repre- 
hea.Hion should have been given. This is all the discipline 
allows ; bat the Coafereuce did much more «ith me. But I 
d.'ny that it is an imprudence to tell the truth on the ehurdh 
and its ministers. iThe Propliets have shown the example, and 
the Lord himself commanded, ' Cry aloud, and spare not ; lift 
up thy voice like a trutnpi;t, and show ray people their trans- 
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gressions, arjd the houfic of Israel their sins.' It cacnot be an 
imprudence ; to follow the example of the Ficphets, and to obey 
a plain coiBmaad of the Most High. I contend vha*, the Pitts- 
burgh Conference has Bian(3ercd the church and her Ministers, 
an hundred fold more than I did ; and if I should ' be avenged 
sevon-fold-' the Conference should be ' seventy-soven-fold.' 
Tiie Conference has said, by its solemn act in this ease, that 
the M. E. Church and her ministers cannot bear to have the 
truth told on them — it is slandering them. This is the severest 
stab the Church ever got. 

I now leavctmy readers to judge, in view of the circumstanceB 
of the case, what hag been my offence, and whether I deserve 
the punishment inflicted on mc ; and if they think I do not, I 
hope they will extend to mo, that Christian hympathy which my 
peculiarly trying situation calls for." 

A distinguished member of the Conference said, a few sionths 
previous, in the Watchraari : 

" It Ib not my intention to pass any highly-wrought eulogy 
upon Bro. Smith, or any other good man, while he is yet living. 
But, as Dr. Bond has inflicted such a wound on his character, 
fend through him, on many firm friends of the Church, I con- 
sider it due io Br. S., and the readers of the Watchman, to 
say, that he has sustained a fair reputation in this Conference, 
and filled the office of Presiding Elder with great fidelity, use- 
fulness, and more than ordinary ability. And I may add, that, 
he is generally acceptable as a preacher. It is true, a few in- 
dividuals may be found, much opposed to him ; but so far aa I 
know, this should be set down to his advantage. 

Bro. Smith is too c^tjse a preacher, and too good a discipli- 
nariauj to rank with those ^preachers, concerning whom it is 
often said, ' They are universally beloved.' My prayer is, that 
neither Bro. S., nor any other preacher, may thus stand, unless 
tbe world and the Church greatly reform. In conclusion, I 
wish to say, that such is the standing of Bro. Smith in this cir- 
cuit, where he labored three years in eonnection with a district, 
thai any e£brt to prostrats htm in the^^ manner of the Advocate, 
will be selSofudj^^felt. said firmly resented, by the great body of 
Ae most pi(KJfiir intelligent, aiid inflaenl;!;^ membsnj in this 
ehargoi J ' • 

Robert Boyi)." 

Washittgton, O., Jan. 18, 1841. 
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The Pennsylvania Freeman of Philadelphia, of the same 
j)eriod, says— 

" A friend from Pitisburgii, informs us that this brother is 
susmued by the sympathy and approbation of almost the entire 
population of that city. On the Sunday foHomug his suspen- 
sion, three or four ChuroheB of different denominations were 
tlirown open to hear him iectiire on the subject of Slarory. 
i\r rr cne of his discourses, quite a crowd followed him o\it of 
I'l oh to greet him, and express their good will. He iec- 
L iJio next evening in Alleghany, and our informant sa /s, 
that long before dark, the bridges over the river were crowded 
with persons going to hear him. It is considered tha;t noliung, 
for years, has given such an impetus to the anti-slavery cause, 
in that region, as this prosecution." 

The following testimony is from a gentleman in thei West t 

: "I have known Bro. Smith for many yeara. I knew him 
when he was a member of the Baltimore ConfereniJe — -knew 
him intimately. I have always regarded him as one of the mo(?t 
uncompromising friends of Methodism, and the *oulsof &U men. 
He has been in the ministry twenty years; 'and, I think) I do 
not at all exaggerate, when I state, tiiat he has been mean^i 
of converting as many souls as «lmo8t any <>ther maa nowii'^g. 
He has not only given his strength wid his talents, to build up 
the Church, but likewise all his means. ■ Never have X seen «o 
much devotion to the Churck in any one. He, for a 1<^ iime^ 
opposed the abolition cause; but becoming oon^inood of Us 
error, was changed into o. warm advocate of it. Aad although 
his devotion to the Church has continued, yet, lieqause he h^ea 
slavery and expresses his abhorrence of; it, he must be basely 
subjected to the ecclemstical guillotine. The Lord blcaa his ; 
persecutora! pour cut of His ^irit upon them ! giye them 
hearty repentance for all their fsas I and ti^en life eyerla&|ing { 



Mbrbitt Bat?s, a . distinguished meinW of Troy;C<H!i- 
forence, and, for some time, s Presiding ^W^ g^veiB^t^ 
UwingjiarrtttiTe oiiifl exjaerienceir , ^ ( t i.r. - /; ^1: 

" In 1841, 1 was stationed at'Kdb'seville, Essex <^uiity, N. x 
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F m tho oomtftcncemooi to its conciusioa of the year, with 
' .t a short interval, dutiuf^ tku j^rogress of a powerful revival 
jf religion— -with which we were iavored, against the most con- 
fident predictions of sonis of my opposers— -1 met with th'^ most 
bitter and determined oppositbn from a few of the leading n^em- 
bers^ solely on the ground qf my abolitionism. The agonies of 
maid I endured that year, are known only to God and nxyself. 
And yet I. did but little on the snbject of abolitionism. But I 
acknowledged ny^self an abolitionist, and woiild not pledge my- 
self to refrain ffom the agitation of the question of Slavery. I 
delivered one leoture in the Baptist Church — being denied the 
use of my o^fn pulpit fcf that purpose — ^plead the cause of the 
slave in private, prayed for tide overthrow of slavery, and some- 
times opened my mouth fc the dumb in my public miniska- 
tions. This was the sunt of my ojffence. One hundred and 
thirtj|5 wwe . »d4ed iff- tiji* Chnrch ; and more than $1,000 ob- 
tained, by my personal efibrts, for the enlargement of the meet- 
i^hoo^, Jror Ae eziatence of wbich, ten vears before, the 
Me&odis^ wem more indebted to my earnest and persevering 
ef^rtBy t^aa to tiiose of hny other man living. And yet, against 
the ardent wii^es of the great mass of the Church, I was re- 
moved at th& end of one year. 

In 1843, I was stationed at North Second-atyeet, Troy, 
Tho^h I preaehed bnt one abolition permon, m the fullest sense 
of the i&tihf and ^at one the last that t ever preached in thae 
ohnroh ; yet almost from the commencement of my labors, the 
<^posi(ion of certain prominent official members was determined, 
systematical and bitter. As early as September, if the state- 
ment of my Presiding Elder, made before tie last Conference, 
be oorreot, two or three applieatioxis had been made to him for 
my removal, solely on the ground of my abolitionism ; though 
it wtti atkaitted ^at I had^ as yet, said; but little on the eubjeot. 
It waA, howevWj.gre8!l11y; feated that I wquW, as a pledge to the 
c(mtfai7^ co^d no* be frbni me^ — and, then, merely 

for f he 'parpose illij^ijration, one of the Stewards left the 
house, and very soon aiioT, willed on me for a certificate of 
membership. In Octolie^;^BiAop Redding called on me, and 
reatusstediqRe tp meet Rev, T. Spicer,1lev. N. Levings, 

and su(A of toy o^i^rii^^^^ to attend, with a 

view of ad@iiBtiii|: «k!s6]s| Hts told me that unless 
thers w4s aA adjustment, iher& wdnlct, probably, iw; » forn^ 
v^^ji^ foit m^ remojjiil^, thus, w.l PP»c?jived, hol^ ^ 
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teri'Or over my head. I objected to such a meeting, bat was 
mlFiag: to meet the whole Church or the officia! board. He said 
he had proposed a uieeting of the whole board, bat as it might 
had to an uboiition discussion, the brethren, whom he had con- 
sulted, objected to it. He had, therefore, request-ed two or 
three brethren to in,Tite Sfuch as they might select — ^not, how- 
ever, extending the request to a large number, and iiicluding 
such only as wew; dissatiafi^d wrth my course. I aaked the 
privilege of having, at least, one friend present, btit was 
denied me by the Biahop, unless there should ba soi&e import- 
ant discrepancy between my etateme ^ts, as to fiicts, and ^ose 
of my opposers ; in which event I tni^t call in one or two 
ffienua to corroborate my statements. I solemnly remonstrated 
against such a meeting, as partial and arbitrary; though at 
length I consented to attend, on condition that, if application 
was made for my removal, no action of the Bishop sn6uld be 
taken upon it, without calling together the whole omoial board. 

I will not attempt to give the proceedings of that meeting in 
detail. , They were such as might be expected from its nature—- 
inquisitorial in a high degree. It consisted of the Bishop, the 
Rev. T. Spicer, who was my Presiding Elder, the Rev. N. 
Levings, and eight members of the North Secocd-street M. E. 
Church ; and' continued from 9, A. M., till 5, P. M., with a 
sliort interval^or duiner. The meeting wks opened in a solemn 
manner, the Bishop leading in prayer. Each one was then re- 
quested to state his grievances. The great burden of complaint 
was, that I was an abolitionist, and wotild not prom&e to re- 
frain from the agitation of the subject in th.e Church. Great 
exceptions were taken to certjun expressions which I had used 
in the pulpit, in reference to this effort to remove me, on the 
pi-eceding Sabbath. After they had all spoken, the Bishop told 
them tliat it did net appear from their statements fliat I had 
preached distinctive abolitionism since' I had "been with th«5m ; 
yet he was careful, at the same tinie, to say, that no Metfhpd&t 
preacher had a right to do it in any MethocUst pulpit. By dis- 
tinctive abolitionism he meant;, tte doctrine that slaveliolcRQ^ is 
sinful under all circumstances. As I was noi prepared to 
any pledge that 1 would refrain from thfe agitation of Ifevary, 
and my opposera did not see fit, at that tic^e, to request it^sv rer 
i&oi^f,. fiiOiMLh a tkoiidtf waa made' to tk^^ %(^tie qf'tK&^ 
tfee itteetkglrrol^o Tij^ in in latbriahia niatdiin iethimStf ft), 

any a^fiirtlpfJiiit. "AttWiWcldse,''t told'^^faSbl fl^d^liiffiaSfr 
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thoagh I was a Mend to the M. ^i. Church, and had expected 
to live and die in it, yet if the doctrine he had that day advanijed 
—that no Methodist preacher had a right to preach distinotire 
abolitioiiism isx. any Methodist pulpit—were maintained, I ahodd 
be cotmpelled to leave it ^ as that Vas a dootrine to which I 
Qopld never sabmit. I oive it to the Bishop to say, that subeO" 
que^tly he called on me, and requested tya unrestrained and af- 
fection a-te interview. He treated me in the kindest manner, 
f<\prei*pfcd ardent desire for my welfare, and hoped that I would 
■Doi hikvvi the Church. Yet ^e only ground on which he could 
iAska or wish me to remain, as I understt)od him, was, the hope 
t}.' ' t tj«.ere would be some change in my dews and course on the 
sobjec* of Slavery. In a subsequent conversation, he said, that 
mj ynam'y on that subject, were contrary to the Methodist dis- 
cipline J that they would not, as a general thing, he endured by 
the Methodists ; and that I was liable to be arrested, censured, 
located px expelled, for no other crime than preaching that 
slaveholding is sinfol under all eircumstanies This latter 
statement yrm in answer to my inquiries 

I mention the name of Bisnop Hedding, and give pablioity to 
some of his statements, not with a view of injuring his feelings 
or reputation ; for I entertain for him personal sentiments of 
kindnew and respect : but I could not, in justice to myself, omit 
all allttsioa to these facts, with which his name is inseparably 
connected. 

The opposition in North Seoond-atroet eonlinued duriog the 
year; the details of which would fill a volume. It was such a 
year of trial as I never before experienced. Yet I am bold to 
say, that amidst all these oonfliots, the work of vital religion 
was reyiving ua the hearts of many members of the Church, and 
the foundation was laid for the great accession of numbers 
which ensued. Though in consequence of severe sickness I 
was not permitted to pnrtioipate much in the protracted meet- 
ing, nntu near its dose, yet I allow myself to believe, that tii© 
230 added to the Chiuroh in the course of a few weeks> were ia 
some measure the irwia of that seed which God had enabled me 
to 80W amidst affliolions and tears. 

At Iht? Conference of 1S43, held in tho Chm«h of which I 
was pastor,, powerful effort was made to crush me at a blow. 
Sometime altar the Conference Had .oqnvened^ my I^efsidind 
£24^, 4^ Rer. T. Spicer, informed me, tliat he slibiild fSsI 
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Ua&t ^ere had been some diseatiafactlon with my course during 
the year, and it might be well to appobat a Gommittce of inves- 
tigation in my case. He also told me., that unless there should 
be some change in my views and course, he should not feel at 
liberty to recommend me to any charge the ensuinw 
year. He, however, presented nothing in writing, nor did 
he bring a fontntd charge. When my name was called, I think 
the next day after this interview, instead of .doing as ho had 
suggested, he arose and rftad a communication covering five 
pages of letter paper, purporting to give a historical sketch of 
my proceedings during the year, and presenting my charabter 
and conduct in a very objectionable light. When I asked for a 
copy of that paper, that I might prepare for my defense, he re- 
fused to give it; and when I thripw myself upon die Conference 
for protection, he was directed to give me, not a copy in ftdl, 
but such an abstract aa he might think proper. He accordi4g<- 
ly handed me a paper of which the following is an exact copy. 
It read, without preamble or superscription, thus : 

' 1. Too impatient of contradiction. 2. An unMnd spirit. 

3. Harsh,* censorious and severe in hi& manner, both in public 
and in private ; unbecoming a christian or Methodist preacher 

4. Alluding to his removal, he said in the pulpit, ^ Take care, 
take care. Woe, woe to the men who remove me,' or words to 
this effect. 5. Publishing and recommending the lecturer of a 
certain gentleman from Albany, on the second advent. 6. 
Neglecting his proper work to attend these lectures. 7. Dis- 
affectiou to the economy and discipline of the Methodist Epis> 
copal Church.' 

It is not a little remarkal>le that Ae subject of davery or 
abolition, was not so much as alluded tOj in the long strinig <tf 
objections read before the Conference, or in the meag!^' iibstraet 
of it above quoted, with which my Presiding Elder (condescend- 
ed to h^rot me. As he well knew that abolitiotiknB was th& 
ground of all tk» d^cuHiea, why did he manage ^ adtditiy to' 
kiosp it out of M|;ht In his bill of excepti(»i8 to me ? W«8 he 
afraid of an abolition discussion in the Conference ? I offered 
to b6 a,t the trouble of ebpyiiig hisilong turiioleyifihb W'imldi^ 
xae sk oopy { hat he would not slbw me that 'privil^; £ieiM, 
however, permit me to^ook it over in his pr^rosp in Ae 
ferenoe.ioom^ but when 1 made my defense t}e^bx«'i^te -CSoi^^;' 
^Doe, h&n)iiand:m8 ^e^^ use <tf itibr porpoaesiof i^^b«||^^7 
iTB^bhligwl'to x«}^. to ltd msnereus nl»ikm&a^^ 
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could, from memory. I regard this as about the climax of 
eccleaiastical tjranny. 

A Committee of seven was appointed to examine my case, 
four of whom were not aboUtioniste ; and after a patient inves- 
tigaiaon, tbey reported sti'ongly in my favor ; and the report 
was adopted by the Confereinoe by a wry large majority. 

One evening, during the progress of my tri&l, before the 
Ccmmzttee reported to the Oonferenoe, my mind was greatiy 
depressed with an apprehension that I should be crashed by ths 
eombuied power arrayed i^ainst me ; and as I took up tile 
Bible^ »t the hear of family devotion, I earnestly deaured' that I 
might open to BMse portion that would aiPord mo eneourag6> 
ment and comfort. I opened upon laa. zli. 10, and that part 
of the chapter which particularly impressed me, was from thfe 
lOth to the 16th verse, to which I earnestly request the ret^der 
to refer. Those w^o witnessed the result of the trial, cannot 
donbt that these preoions promises were fulled. 

As my Presiding Elder had renresented^ that a great part of 
the Ghureh in Nortk Second-street disapproved of my course, 
some of my firienda lliiou^t I on^t to be i^Ie to^ present a 
counter statement to the Conference. They accordinj^y drew 
np a paper, expresme of their decided approval of my ohatao- 
ter and oonrsej aad of their earnest desire that I might be oou- 
tinued their pastor anotiier year. Though they did not go out 
with it ^ 4 o^aloek, P. M., yet Xiiat i^raoon and evening, 
they obtained the names of 223 members and probationers of 
the Church. One of the stewards subsequently called on tbo 
Bishop,and told him that he could, in twenty-four hours, obtain 
four hundred namet , members and friends of the Church, who 
desired my re-appointment. But the Bishop told him it would 
be 9f BO use. Tas accordingly removed from the city — 
titoii^ ii was known that my wife was confined to her room — 
asrd appointed to Renssela^rviUe, one of the most secluded 
piac^ m the Trey Conference ; yet, in itself, a good, station ; 
to ^ihkk I sheald cheerfully have gone, under ordmary oirciBn- 
staaces. > 

Why was I nemoved firom Troy ? Was H because my quali- 
fiott^ns, as a preacbery were inadeqoatt^ to the station f The 
Bii^iop who appointed me there, h^, i vusslf, sat xax^r my 
misl^, aafd wif^t fo have known whether I was competent. 
My 0{qp«e«s, 1 t»lie^^ did adt assign &S» m tb<^ reason fm 
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discJiarge of my pastoral duties ? The Oommittee who sat ia 
juwgment on my case, say, in their report, which was adopted 
by the Conference, * That Bro. Bates haa faithfully performed 
the work of a Methodist minister Uuring the past year, accord- 
ing to his health and strength." Whyj then,-wa(» I removed ? 
Manifestly on the ground of my ftboUtioniam. I haye beea 
pvea J»o9fc distinctly tQ understand, from high authority, that 
if I would pursue a different coujcse on that Bubja<!it,, I oould have 
any appointment I might desire withip the bounds of the Con- 
ference. I ought, perhaps, to say^ that Bishop Kedding kin'dly 
offered to transfer me to any Conference in New-England, with- 
out any change in iny views of slavery, if I thoo^t I could en- 
joy myself axty better there, on aocouni; of the more extensive 
prevalence of abolition jninciples. ,This offer, however, afforded 
no rqlief to my feeling. If it is contrary to Methodism to 
preach abolitiomsm in New- York, it cannot be in accordance with 
it to do it in New-England ; for Methodism, in New- York and 
New-£ii^^lid, is the same : and I opuld not ask or consent to 
be expatriated, for the privilege of contravening the provisions 
of the Meth&dlst discipline, with some degree of impunity, in a 
land of strangers. 

In RensselaerviUe, I met with die same adverse influences, 
on the subject of aboliticmism, that I encountered in Keeseviile 
Troy ; though npt^^vdl<^^ iu es^tly the same form, nor to 
the. same extciot. Dwfing my.gtay there, I had Qpportunity not 
only to survey the whole ground, and mark iiie tone of the, offi- 
cial journals of the M. jE. Church, but alao to consult some^of 
th& aMest and most influential ministera in the connection. 
The result was^ the full cwviotion that my views «P truth< and,^ 
dut^, OBi the subject of Slavery, were adverse to the settled', 
policy of the M. E. Church ; and that it would be impossible 
for me to live in peace, and enjoy thi Confidence of my brethren, 
without such a compromise ' T principle as I could not, in odn- 
scienoe, make. Along co' versation with a dtstlnfroi^ed tad 
esteemed membcsr of the (^onferenoe, on the 17th of Jan- 
uary l«st, fuDy conCrmed me in this view. Accordingly,, I 
wrote to my Pr/:.iii<ii£;j; Elder the next ''Ay, infon^dng him that 
I had diis<MTed-.i^y c - ^neotaou witli the Methodist Epi^f^pal 
Ohuroh. 

For the inforin^tioii ani satHfactioc^ pf my friQnd;$, an4 ta, 
prevfl|it eyil t /«'"l^g %Sk£^ ev^l tjurpii^ng, I insert the j&iUpwiBff . 
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idthdrawnv * To all whom it may oondern : This certifies tJiat 
M. Bates was, at tks time he disBolyed hi^ relation to iJbe 
Metho^t. Bpis^pai Charoh, m good iaud regular sta>tidingf and 
adpetpfaitiji^ t^i&ong tjs>^ ptopl« of ^is ebar^ as a mixuster ^ and, 
80 ^ jui I la^owj'tho pircnmifitanceB of hia wil^d^awal from U9, 

' I)Ktnii» HASXtis.-^Thd Kew-Yorli; ]d^<;nrial and t^^ 
iOTcdv^d tiiis hrother in tibe pharge of fiU{»hobd. The facts' are 
these t — J. O. Dorr, Class Leader, had b^cbme di^onneoted 
irith the M9thQdi3t Church, and the» again i;e-iw4fced with it. . 
Being engaged in: getting signers to Jhe famous memorial, he 
was declared, by G. A. Daris^ the pastor of his CSwiroh, " not 
ainemb^^" 

But, to prove ^at ho had been a member, Mr. Barns give 
his coi'tifioate, published in the Watchman . of June 27th, not 
knowing that Mr. Davis had said that Dorr was not a member 
And then, presto ! Mr. JDavis «lapt upon Mr. Hairis theehai^ 
of i^alSehood, ^trilfiil falsehood,) and on this charge Mr. Hanis 
was tried. - -y ■n-' 

The trial, instead of bejing in the chnrish yeistry, ct soo^e tA-* 
joinii^ room, as nsnal in such oases, was in Mr. I^vis^ own 
dwelling-house. Mr. Harris having never beea subject^ to ai 
triaT before, had requested Dr. Barrett to assist 'him in his trial. 
The following: letter, writt?» on the, evte^jpog of the trialf, giv^ft 
f4«nl Idea of fiM treatoient he received : ; 

; " DsA» BiioTitB«,-— This evening I aocompamed Brov'Hferrfe 

to the house of the ReV. C. A. Davis, pSstor of the Mfethodist 

E; Ctaarch ha Visstry-street, where he was * sumtaoned to kp- 

]M»ir and anil#ef to & chsf^ «f ' &lse1io6d, plresesit^d, I tmder- * 

stand, by .the Rev. C- A. Davis himself. F attended, at the 

earae^ijrechEjie^ of ^ jA^^ him in i^ie sotanageifietit 

of his iifid. On sa^TOagM^rBou6odf&^^ 

wrwcte j^i^wdwith^waty war\''^-^BiiftV^Tra[^ liii1iE('&^— i' 
» 
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he shook hands— invited us to seate — ordered m eool water, Uo. 

Believing that the charges against Bro. Harris j had diiginated 
in the divemty of views which the accuser and aectaed nad en- 
tertained, as to the membership of Bro. Dorr, 1 felt aniiotte to 
effect a reconciliation) if possible, withijTit the mattftr eonaing to 
a trial. 3f, tfeeretbre, invited the Rev. C. A. Davis to the back 
door — stated to him mv views of the eawB^^iid asked'irhether 
the matter could not be settled on the ground, that it was a 
mere diversity of opinion. But I found, at once, that it was 
useless to urge the thing. He declared that he voould prove 
the charge and specifications.' So I gave up this effort ; apd 
took my seat in thtP house, to await the trial and iB»&t thfe ac- 
eased. ..-^ , 

Soon ^iifcer the -t^ioe: arrive^, tib.e Jftev^ Av ^^i^vi^ pTaye4» 
Having widted[ some hai^ hour, fpr the aj-nval of a^menibef of 
the tfemraitteer-the names^ Kirby, iJowe and Siandish, were 
called, and ^hey were teqti^ed to take seats atound the tabfe. 

It ^ now, that tie Rev. C. A. Davis arose, and ajtafted^ 
f th^t every ]^mon ^ces(nt> wfeo w«8 not oalled m ft: witnissaB,, 
must feave the hoo^e.^ ! He added, * I -liav$ my rearo^^ % 
taiing this comise.' He 3id not give his reaaoiw f On Hearii^ 
die decision, some few persotis took their hats anid left thehbiise; 
I felt that Afe drde^ was not ejcactly in ic^ordanc^ witfe'J^^ 
nsag& in Methodiett trials and standing near ii^ ileT; A. 
Davis, I attempted to state to him that I had been reqnffStftd, 
by Bro. HarriSi to assist. him m thf> manageiaent of Jbis.jMise. 
ftat he would! noit hear my statemehtj nor suffer otheris to, hear 
it. He threw hiihself into the ittitudS of the oratot— andi with 
a stentorian voice, forbade me the liberty of a wtfrd; He reit- 
erated his Qrder, that aU, net interested iM^:witttesses,:m 
once depart. Qn m^ng another eSijrt to get at hearxi^g 
hii6, lie spoie in a still higher tone, and with increased enennr 
of action-^he fecesl me, tod said, ' Df/Bai-rett mn^ le*WWe 
heme- ! Bfi 'Baarrfett must leave ihef horise f I Yhvi mdrt go 
nffw^ Docto*;! «' v^.:"- r - 

,fFin^^ it aseleBS 4o aiftep^ to j^p^r-my vofce. 
BO strong as liis— ^d bei^eSj the R^v. G A. Datis, hay|M;«5er ' 
oKred that he * would fl6tVg'i«^ '^*i^^ 
eluded to go. Jnst as I Had eome td lMa cbiidusiotti hif^liw^i 
vfith^terrw-ai^mti, aarf!Said, '^7^ " ^''^'-"l ■ 

:$N^^ai^ a|^r^b«»8i»^ Uiat Wf t«S«pt84^*o ^s Prttn* 

his doctrine orthodox, by Apostolic dIows and knooks'-r-as so<jn 

25* 
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88 { I ddiivered ioy Jaoies, for eoxidaoting the trial, to the 

«<e«i»tdd and kaTmg< cdxetaeoded Hw to the proteetson I!im , 
vho«cii^%i»dot fe: «eeoi:<^b% to tmtb^ I made my axit. d6ol^« 
ii|g ^ ooWEie to be arbitf«rj. ' 

Kow, IwatliOT, if I lii»v« hfnett fk^tjr in the part which, I hxra 
affib^l ia;tiie (Iravaai,/! t^^-tim^ omye pardon of mj 

• ' : ^X^oui® in t^^ 
N«r-Yoirk, j4io« 89, 1840. 

,.Thg9& wlio! 'W^'sn. present, w^re utterly anaased at this pro- 
ceeding, and Bro. Harris was thunderstruck. He expected 
amjB Aoie ^ fainti^, and was utferly unprepared to see bif 
p^WdOtiOr »xd ju^ play , the inquS^itor withoii^, d|s^9U£fQ> 
HfKTing depiiT^ tib^ acoi^ied drove the :fe« 

porlSKy lest be should j^ve the world an impartial statement of 
&ct6. Hayis^ played the tragedy thus he next performei] 
&e i^^^k^'qi calling on the accuised to 'btmg forward )m 'yrUr'. 
nmmi ! t Bro, Harris* friends adyiaed lutn to protest against 
thecu. prooeedis^. . He attempted to dp so, hut eeemed com- 
pletely unmans^ hy Mr. Davis* vblenee, and at kn^h quietly 
permitted his own witoesses to be examinsd first. jLet the 
reader look g-t the circumstances iniidfer which their teBtii^ony 
KNttt ibe given! . The present of the court h»d a packed jury 
of dj«BB, seleoted by himself, and convened in his own h.ouse. 
In the exercise of his unlimited power, he first deprived his in- 
tended victim of all benefit of council, asBsiatatioe or adyice, a 
privilege which civH cburic aecure ^ the vilest criminals. He 
then directed one of the committee |[Dr. Kirby,] to act as ^lerk. 
£^ iJie course of Hie proceedings he would tell iiie olerk to 
***ii*rK ftat,"whett ai^yfhmg ew'®^ eapisclally .fev^iabl^ 

^'jfoi|iiVy>,.*!;^«yF^ 

Tlie p^b^o proceediistgs pk»ed betw^' «ne iind im o^^teek 
in liidit! The' next^^jf ; BrS. I&imi t^eih^^ M^^ 

ingnofe-r-'"-^-^ ^ ''-'--^ \ ^--'■^^'^^---/-■^ 
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M», IXeijnjs Harbib— Pear Sir, — Th,o Committer liai^ng 
fomjid you guUtj otike cltiai^ aud specifiefttions, on wiwch you 
hive Daen examined, you ai-e, therefore, suspended from all 
offiokl 9&^mea in 4h« Metbodist EpiFcx^al Chnrokyvatii t&e 

yihkihf * es^t n4uutH^ of the «harg«9. ttas<MB«i]i^ ^nd e«&iauBta<» 
tion, to|[ether witii dseijabn of me Committee^^^ will be 
laid ; a&i whero it will be your duty to appear. Notice of the 
time of said Conference will be fura&ked yoa. . ■ ' 
Respectfuljy, C. A. Davis.."' 

, He dtargeiife t^iiscaae, *B ia,olfc«fr8, wa«;|xot "aboUtitwBisia." 
Bttt its e^ffti^hti&d \&eTmi&y is too obvious, to xteed i^i^ «x«i 
pl^nations, YeV'it »iay ^efl to ins^ i^e foUowing &<^^ 
reJiatad to t!ie aut^^ ' ' ' ' 

^At % ^I^J^^Miat^e^Sig Held. iiQm<^ mpn^ ps^^us, M/^? 
pveadiAjr noi it tbe to o|Maa t^^ servio^ Brb^. 

«^ter^"i atMf 'j§r^ ten^oM^ |6 turn ;lbe 'bo6i,J)ai; he 
decline^ : wad wislje^ iBlrQ. H. to ^f^^Qe^- M jP^?®^ J^^ PTf 

filQ^« Qfi^tiad reipii4p1a, deQbimc«d aad. oondeimaed 'this b^^^o^' 
alwlitioii iarto, ftie. €huit5h, apd pev^^honlj iitasted^" thiH;' 
ehpuid mbiVe^^^^ opnsent pf Mr, ^)., Brb. fiT. Ife^nds^ST 

before the . me(»femg oi<>*»d. , This aliterc^oii M 
tfiasai his^lasir paper privately, whiiA he <rffeisdd .at the oext 
Leaders' meeting. But the brethren prevaSWi with him to ro- 
iai^i iti 'lPhis incident was tefore^ and^ doubtleEs, Icrd to tibie 
qttfepag^U^,ie^'aboye. _. '. ;. ,V^^^,^,; 

het&t^ ri^e :^wto?ly Coii£^>«no» cuidie . oac. .Soon s^y^ 

r8|ii[J|.c, th^ij^^fi^Siftj:^!^^.. S^^^lfS^. §- 'St. 
oiel^ n^u^r, «ad ibco^ su^portes of tho etmieottba ill 
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PoBTEii E; SAWtEkyrerided at Pittsburgh, Pft. He was re- 
cbmtoended to the Quarterly-Meeting Conference in 183&, for 
liceiise to lareacij W it was refused, on the sole ground of 
aj}oliUom3ni. i JB^sumestily desiring to be xiseful and engage in the 
mifiistij^ he tnaliaqTushed & good business, and removed with his 
wife and child to New-England, to find a home among strangers. 

He gives the following narrative of hia case, in a letter to 
lUv. O. Scott, Jnly 2, 1839 ; 

"On Monday, the' 17th of "Jane, 1839, I saw Dr. Sellers, 
(btfo<lierii«~iaw of Bishop Emory, deceased,) a man of conad- 
drat)V influence in the Liberty-street station, Pittsburgh, (where 
1 hqild mV membeishlp,) who told me that he wished I would 
at his o£&oe tiie day following, (18th,) ten or fifteen 
minutes befqre the Q. M. Conference commenced. I called td 
see him r^nested ; and after th6 cufltotoary preliminariei to 
aa Uteeview had imssed, he informed me that he should expose my 
getting a HocQse to preach; said he, you are a member 
offua A. 'S. Society, and your affiliation ini| would necesaaril^ 
lekd you to engage in i^ie excitement tliat'iad disturbed the 
peac<j of the Church ; that the Church was opposied te stieh 
tMngs; and- in his opinion, sh€» was taking the wisest course 
in reference thereto ; and, therefore, he should, eonsoien^ously, 
oppose nie. Jt replied, that I was a member of an A. S. S., 
amd bri^y stated Uie way in which I became i5iil3h--iJittt it was 
with my eyes open, in a cool, deliberate manner; that toy 
mind'^ iix^d, atid hib deciabn would not alter it; tnat I 
should not Ik; ofSTobded^t hun, or aiiy other brotheri fbf voting 
against^ if he could not. vot-e for, me conscientiously. Some 
oSier things wei;e said by botii, of us, which I dp not spiow recol- 
lect. I went from this S9»ne to the Q M. Ckjnference. In 
the progress of the bosiuese^ my case, a^ an ezhbrter, was 
called up ; and the' queetaon bein^ asked by tioie Prendibg 
lUdar^ (0. Cooke,) » there .ai^jr&mg against Bro. Sawyer? 
Renr.. Wv BroitToaa^ (jMrsachjeif.^Ui.iOhatge,) jffiffweyiBd that .tibiere 
was.notluEg a^iast me. .\yjb«^et^n;^,I,^^^ Qorxr. 
fe^noe^ to ^ve them an (bpbrtqiuty of <ezam^ chiurac- 
te^. jia few ' miotutes I was called in ; it ws» then made 
known to llid Oonferenoe^ iStat I was m Aj^Ucabt 'f<« preapherHi 
lioeafb.. The. Presidiug Elder. $thoa exstiai^ed mo, by. 
ing BDudry questions. After I had angered the qu^oipa^^^ 
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Presiding Eider mentioned to tlio Q. M. Conforenqe that,if any of 
the brethren had any other questions to ask me, they were at 
liberty to do so. Acooi-dingly, Dr. Sellers rose and stated to 
the meeting, the interview he had had with me, rej>eatiag a few 
things that passed at the time ; he said, that, a private citi- 
zen or a private member in the Ghwch, h« had no objecti<m t;> 
me, nay, fartiier, that Bro. S'ftvsyer might eontiiw^e to b« 
the Secretary of thei| ^leaders' Meeting, as long, he vri^M^, 
and it would never iaterfero with him in th6.Ie*st; but that he 
was jjow applying to snstaia a dijfferent relation to the 
Church, &c., |tc.,; he then asked me the following ^juefttipBS : 
how far do yot| feel yourself bound to obey the authoritiep of 
the Chureh.? And low. far dp ypu, feel at ^liberty 
in any contingency, or ciremnstauce, to attend to these tbings^ 
^eaning. anti-slayery tlungs.) This the gpbstanoo j 
iJie exact; form of the question^, I do not now reeoV«eot ; 
think that; it differs very little ^rpm what I baTe steted. I rer 
plied that, if the General Conference should ^asa a law thbt 4he 
bretiir^ dKould not prea^^h against sundry onm^^ (mentioi^g 
some,) i Mio^jd not feel bound to obey -^em. , I sftt4 thut J 
abqidd noi feelat liberty to n^ect my regular jdutaes to M^es^l 
te these Uii^,"' , . , , . . 



SOME CASBS OP iPROSOEiPTrON AMONG LAYMBN. 

Richard M. SjnxH akd EopiaiTM, UAQKmAH. — ^hefel- 
loiwing letter from the Watchman, presents their oaaee : 

- ' " Bmlleton, Pa., March 22; ISBS: 

" MessAs,' EnitOFS, — 1ft affords me no pleasm-e to present to 
the world the faults of others. But when | see a determina-' 
tion^ right oi wrong, to put down those ambi^ us ctdled sboH- 
fidSaslJS, I feel Jh^tu^e caai«j oif truth and opj^sM, hwl 
mfi epetk To portray to you the tlu^iats i.fi<J 

]pieraeci£tious /towards those who have <>i>me oiit' deci^eCMend^ 
of ;thi^ slave, ypnldlbe to re^^ :niimitjrQi^^ of a aiinll^i: 

natutsfe.' I;rfikni;ihdi«f^»re,:<^^ liixyself t6 sptM of the pro- 
ce^aSigs of tiie Qttsui;erlj Conference, of the Meffiociist jEJ. 
CMrth, held 14 aij^^ 17th tdt; , ' ■ 

' Thei^ ##re but t&ee members of tbie Co^fesreacJe' alt>olitibn- 



HWroftT of AWfSHH5AN 6£AVEilV AND METHODISM, 

8iiM>»} B(»mI[ of Trnsiiees consisted ol both pftrties, bat ai 
l&eir kst meetiiig, the Abolitionists ymte depos^ And othera 
jmt » llbett ]pl&oefl. This gaye thdm great cause for triompb 
And ihey di^oUered it their detenainatiou to put down the 
&iia<ios. Aooordinsly tJiey oame prepared The Presiding 
£tl4er) B/W, 3. Sm&j ma tite preacher in charge, Rer. L. 
l^teitymv&j boUi ayowed enemies to abolitioniam. . The 
local preftcher named above, is a yowag man recently from 
MalBe^ Riehwrd H. Smith. His . caee ^as called up, and the 
Ifoilowkig <3ha»geis.#ere jMr^ferred f^Most him :— 1. Of being an 
AboUtionkt;. 2. Scattering inoendiary pamphlets. 

He eonfesefed he was an Abolitionist, and had distributed a 
fern * iiicettdiary jpamphletfi,' via : * Wesley's thoughts on Slave- 
ry.' The Pt^iding ESdor then asked this question, ' What 
cottuse shall y&a porsne in future .?' To which Bro. Smith 
4!)flwered, the tSiWa «s he had done. Ujpon these ciiarges his 
ii^Bse WM Withheld} a^ his case referred to the next Confisr- 
«B«^ for trial. 

^ we have Anotiiet casfe which w^ exhibit^ in bri^ter 
eolom, theispirit of dtr opposers. Bro. Robert M. Hageroaan, 
liii ejdh«(%er, f agettt 0f Zion's Watdiman in iH^ia place,) long 
known as a pious, devoted Christian, was called upon to ffivQ up 
his principles and cease to open his mouth for the dumb. His 
case was o&lled up, and the foHowing motion made, by a local 
preacher, named Boreing : 

' Thai we renew the license of Bro. Hagemian, provided, he 
giv? up the agency of that incendiary publication, Zion's 
Wati&toan, and keep his abolitionism <mt ie>f the C^uroh.' 

Before putting this motion, the Presiding f^der rose and ad- 
dressj^d the Conference some ten or fifteen minutes, descanting, 
in unmeasurecl terins, upon the character of the ' Radicals,' as 
he tms pleaded to call them. He then concluded his remarks, 
b/ the attention of the Cknoferenc^ to ^6 eitelits of 

abolitidniiriA. ^Ldbktat^d|yt>^ 

flneueef Pt. fIsiL told nt^, & ftiw weeks eiAn^. tiuA in N. £ng< 
liSKil ii ««i ft «oii^lete mbrill desoUtioii, afid mi are ife e^ectp 
eirsi^&eif^, ifti^ H ii^^. IStt th^ hafi about to 
did <if '^^elii^t^,%«y ffituit be Jni d6wti, ind ^e Isoi^ni^ yre 
i&iia m to T^am AI^H^^i^' lieensd^ W ifeenM^ i# 

that are this is the <»»ils^' «6 hive tt^eU ifi Ma^eT^l^i^ > 
The aio^n abo^ ><iferred 'S6y ink thien ^nt knd can^. 
Tisik &ai 4 b^ ^«|!<^^ ^ % 
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Chiiroli, joerely for acting as every consbtent, cdnacfendoto 
man would, ia the performance of his duty. 

Yours respectfolly, Jorm G. GHAsa." 



E. W. GooDwiK, thus states hia loss of official cbaraeter ia 
the Church : 

On the evening of Sunday, Nov. I requested the privi- 
le^ of our preacher in charge, Rev. H. F. Row, to offei a few 
i*6mar'k8, before the benediction was to be pronoucoed. AC' 
cordingiy, when that time arrived, the minister infornjied the 
congregation that Bro. Goodwin had something to coauuunjcate, 
or words to that effect. I then rose, read a ndUce for the 
monthly concert of prayer for thfe slaves, to be held in the lec- 
ture-room we were then in, and added some remarks. 

The next morning I was w;aited ox» at an early h()^^ by the; 
preacher, who informed me, if I intended to peraist in my. course, 
(by which I understood my being an Abolitionist,) he, shqnld 
deprive me, of my official standing as a leader in jth^ CJIflirob, , 
Oh my reply, that I thought 1 op'l done apthW wtom, nor 
anything more than conscience and duty diotait^a, and mat I 
must, ili,erefore, continue my abolition course; be tTien required 
my official paper ! ' I asked if I m^ht know Ha pafj^cular rea- 
son of ray removal. He answered, ' It is on account of your 
abolitionism, and ;^ur coiwse last night ! !* * • * 
Yours with and for the oppreaaed. 

Auburn, KYo, Deo. 39, 1838. E, W. Goodwi»." 

I. O. BoRR, thus states the caae of Ms removal firom office 
in the Clnirch : 

" During the sitting of i&e N. Y. A. Gonferenee last May; 
the RfiT. J«,2. i^i^u,,palrtor <^.tiie;P»«»eret. phni>di^ stated, 
to me th^t,he ^elt it his duty to demasd mj ei^Srhook, as I 
had agitated ny, class with il^e subject of abolition,^ and had 
like«ri!se iit^&d^ alK>Uti6ii ledtures da^Bf tb^F^<i^<^^ciet*^ 
vct^ i& jydho'i^ While I delb^d, In ez^MM tei^^ Biy«t^ 
hifiog a^tatM oiaasf I ftdmiti|4^ ithift I, had aftt^k^ tEwot 
lecitu^ given |bj tibfi;^T^ X^t^^l^ ; ; , . ; 

"ifhrde or tonr mon^s a^teTftljis, 1 P^wn apa|)er,.l)y cair 
jfrliiftlbt' pastor, (RIV. !^ 

given by rao to the Rev. C. W» Carpenter, and Eev, li- Z.- 
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Hichols-r-Biot to agitate tha Church witlttiie subject of al^olition, 
and wholly to refrain from all abolition movements ! I protest* 
ed a^iutt wioh a movement as Aia, and denied cTer having given 
any such pledge. I requested a popy.of this paper, but could 
not obtain it t Being a delegate from the Methodist A. S. So- 
of X>«aae-«t., to the Contention now in session in thu oitf , 
i reported our society, as having been formed soon after the 
tmag of the N. Y. A. Conference^ — ^that we commenced witJi 
xis^inbers — ^now nK|mli^d akmt $0^ »fid hoped, that iQ_Mr. 
other year, we i^onl(t^at« ^f |hel0h|u'<di. Bro. Richardson 
stdd I hatl disturbed the peace of tibie Church, and had broken my 
pledge, ind he must therefore demand my book. It w&s nven up. 
"New-York, Feb. 16,1839. J.O. Doim." 



Pehsecotiom IK P£NNS7LTANiA.— r-ThelK^owingiafr(»» alot- 

top fi^^an 4sstefiin«d brotJaietr NjOdrth Sast, Pa., ,F<|b.: 1^40 : 

; "Cfet piey»^ iii <^a^;!iM'4»eni oi'iM ift^rfs 
to stop ^e cireulation of the Watohnian, and none dare take it 
bai sueti as would sooner saorifice' their connection with the iH. 
£. drarcfi, titto abandon 4jie^oaw»d of#ie poor slave. 

The pmcdber has ezpelted fonr' brethren, and to do so, he 
a(6ted «ui proeeeutor and judge. He deided them tilie-privuege 
of defrase before a mock committee. ^ 

These startHng fsdi: 'oould 1^ s^ulti^ed. The subiect 
would reoeiTe no additional li^t, however, aa the same features 
would only be repi-oduoed. The incidents narrated, are » ettffi- 
oient bibsui for a con^dt jndgsiMt'on issiie. The rt^tstt of 
th» «xteaaiYC series of proscriptions, was eoon felt and tnani- 
ifested. It generated a loss of confidence in the integritf of ^ 
prime ministers, ifhct^ Uirmray easei^ movers of 

mdm^iieai. Thii was Msboiated wi& a detHr^oe of atbdi- 
ineiat td the Ghijffek itself. While many desired 'to gfvft a 

o»i la»i. ThAse l^ks^ ^m^^v^pt^ .ii>« way &r 
w^drswai ftott Metiradist £!^lseop«l Ciinrdi^ m tl^v ai- 
ground, that it w«« hdp^esidy wedded to ^i^ry^ isid 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Tho incidents -which distingaished the last chapter of the firafc part 
of this Tolume, were productive of results, perhapa, not anticipated 
by the principal actors. 

One of these reeulte wm, tho withdrawal of many useful Ministers, 
with thousands of worthy mombers, who united together in a new 
ecclesiastical organization, distinguished from the M. E. Church, by 
parity in its ministry — the association of laymen and clergymen in 
Yearly and General Confereuooe — the actual control of each Church 
over it« own affairs — and the adoption of total abstinence from all in- 
toxicating drinks, and non-fellowship with elaveholdicg, as tests of 
membership. 

The character of the men who were prominent in this movement, 
their long standing, deserved influence, and the plausible groRuds 
alleged for their conduct, led the authorities of the M. B. Church, to 
fear the effeci of their example, and endeavor to prevent it, as fiir &a 
possible. This was attempted in various ways. The official papers 
were employed by editors and correspondents, in impugning their 
personal character — ridiculing the number, character, and condition 
of their adherents — ^misrepresenting the reasons for their withdrawal 
— affirming that their sentiments and conduct were anti-Wesleyan 
and unscriptural — and that the organixation they had framed, was 
fatally defective, and unworthy the support or confidence of intelli- 
gent Christians. All this was reiterated by tens of thousands, much 
to the injury of those assailed, bnt more to the reproach of the 
assailants. 

In view of the above facts, there is presented in this work, an ao- 
oount of the anti-slavery secession — the prominent individuals en- 
gaged therein — accurate statistics of the denomination — the grounds 
alleged for their organization, with a statement and defence of the 
economy which they have adopted. This will constitute it in fact, ' 
the first volume of the " History of the Wesleyan Methodist Connec- 
tion in the United States." 

The character and design of this volume, is now fully before the 
reader. Tho field of observation therein presented, abounds with 
objects of interest. That attention has been directed to them in the 
best manner, is not presumed. But without further remark, the 
volume is submitted to the public, as the merit to be attached to the 
performance, will not be increased or lessened by the explanation of 

N«w York City, May 1, 1849. THE AUTHOR. 



CHAPTER I. 

C8CESSION8 IN CLEVELAND, MUNROE AND WILLIAMSPIELD, OHIO 
UTICA, NEW-yORK ; ANr MICHIGAN — WITHDRAWAL OF HOB 
TON, SCOTT AND SUNDERLAND. 

The strongest earthly ties are thoae by which men are at- 
tached to the religious organization, through whose instrumen- 
tality they have been called from sin unto holiness. But the 
most ardent affection may be destroyed, by accumtJating evi- 
dence of the unworthiness of its object. And ardently as many 
Abolitionists loved the Methodist Episcopal Church, the action 
of her authorities, on the subject of Slavery and in relation to 
those who espoused the slave's cause, changed that affectionate 
regard to mere finduranr \vhioh soon gave place to serious 
disaffection, and was folk by ultimate withdrawal. 

This result was not simultaneous, as if preconcerted, but it 
occurred at distant points, and long intervals. Without 
further preliminary, I introduce to notice, such facts, respect- 
ing these developments, as I have been able to procure from 
various sources, in the order of time in which they occurred. 
A fuller account, embracing all the facts, will be given by the 
pen of a future historian. 

Cleveland, Ohio. — A letter from this place to the author, 
written by R. H. Blackmer, and dated March 26, 1845, says : 

" The exercise of the despotic power, vested in the clergy of 
the M. E. Church previous to the year 1839, had given much 
dissatisfaction in Cleveland, and led many members to dislike the 
government of said Church : but the developmenfcj of Episcopal 
power in 1838-9, brought affairs to a crisis. We had witness- 
ed the suspension and expulsion of ministers and members, on 
account of anti-slavery efforts ; the management of the bishops 
in annual conferences — putting to vote pro-slavery resolutions, 
and refusing to allow actions on anti-slavery ones ; the presid- 
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ing elders, exercising the same powers in quarterly conferences , 
and lastly, the ' gag resolutions' of the Erie Annual Confer- 
ence. These last, led us to action. We introduced resolu- 
tions at our Quarter / Conference, declaring it to be the fluty 
of ministers of the gospel, to preach against all sin, and espe- 
cjully ' the sum of all viflanies' — disapproving of said ' gag reso- 
lutions,' and petitioning the Conference to recind them. The 
Presiding Elder refused to put the resolutions to vote, saying 
they were not Conference business. This decision was appealed 
from, but the Presiding Elder refused to allow the cappeal — 
claiming the absolute power to decide what the Conference 
might do, and what it might not. After much altercation, we 
adjourned the Conference to the next day, when, the Presiding 
Elder not being present, we passed the resolutions. This was 
in July, 1839, and the Annual Conference, which met the fol- 
lowing month, annexed Cleveland station to a circuit — evident - 
ly for the purpose of dissolving the Quarterly Conference, be- 
cause the majority were anti-slavery or anti-Episcopacy, and 
both must be put down. This last act led to the secession." 

MuNROE, Ohio. — A letter in Zion's Watchman, from Ensign 
B. Hill, dated Ju/ie, 1840, says : 

" It is nearly one year since, about thirty psroons, who 
seceded from the M. E. Church on account of ther objections 
to the recent administration of discipline within said Church, 
were formed into a large Congregational Church, which has been 
much blessed of the Lord. Their numbers have about doubled, 
and I trust their graces have increased. They have established 
an interesting Sabbath-school and Bible class. We have not been 
exempted from our share of persecution. But it haa not injured 
us. The Lord be praised for his goodness to the feeble and 
oppressed." 

WiLLiAMSFiELD, Ohio. — About the same period, a secession 
ttccurred in this place. David Pechin, speakmg of them in a 
communication to the True Wesleyan of April 25, 1846, says ; 

" Six years ago, there was a secession here, from the Metho- 
dist E. Church, on account of Slavery and Church govern- 
ment. They organized a Congregational Church. They an- 
ticipated a secession of the main body of the Abolitionists, and 
whenever that event should take place, it was their intention to 
become united therewith." 
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Utica, New-York. — During the same year, a large number 
of members withdrew from the M. E. Church in Utica. The 
reasons assigned were : the efforts of the authorities to suppress 
the anti-slavery discussion in the Church ; its pro-slavery 
character ; the action of the Oneida Conference, in restoring aa 
expelled member, and the government of the Church. 

They organized under the title, " The Wesieyau Methodist 
Church of Utica." The ensuing year, a meeting was called at 
Utica, to take measures for holding a General Convention of 
seceding Methodists, and form a common organization. Per- 
sons attended this preliminary meeting, from the Protestant and 
the Reformed Methodists, the seceders in Cleveland, and a few 
individuals from Michigan. No important result foEowed. 

Michigan. — For the full and interesting detail given below, 
I am indebted to Wm M. Sullivan, who kindly prepared it 
at my request. He says : 

*' In the year 1839, secession commenced in this State, in 
consequence of the proscriptive measures of many ministers in 
the M. E. Church, and the arbitrary character of her gov«rn- 
ment. Secessions, however, this year , related only to individ- 
uals. They had grown weary of the proscriptions which they 
were compelled to bear from the domination of many of the 
Episcopal Methodist ministers, over th^ir consciences on the 
subject of Slavery, and here and there, in different parts, had 
forsaken the Church, determiued to plead, untrammelled, the 
cause of their oppressed countrymen. Some resorted to other 
Churches, while others stood alone for many months, without 
the aids in the maintainance of their Christian character, which 
they formerly derived from the Church they once loved. 
Among the seceders this year, was the Rev. W. W. Crane, of 
Eaton county — a man, acknowledged as a Christian, and 
talented as a preacher. For some time before his emigration, 
to this State, ne was a member of the Genesee Annttal Confer- 
eace of the State of New- York. 

The first organized secession in this State, took place ^bont 
the first of February, 1841. There were five classes in the 
western part of Wayne county, drew off' at the same dme, 
numbering near eighty members. A delegated Conrentioa 
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from tbeae several classes, with some others, which were soon 
after added to their number, was called, to adopt measures for 
their organization as a Church. This Convention met, at 
Thayer's Corners, town of Plymouth, Wayne Co., May 13, 
1841 . They denominated themselves, * Wesleyan Methodists,* 
without any regard to locality, as will be seen by referring to 
the title-page of their discipline. 

The same year, a class of twenty-five memberfl withdrew 
from the M. E. Church, in the town of Manchester, Washte- 
naw Co., and a class of sixteen at Wolf Creek, Lenawee Co., 
both of which have been instrumental in the introduction of 
Wesleyan Methodism in those two counties, to the satisfaction 
of hundreds. The year succfteding, about fifty seceded in the 
county of Hillsdale, out of which three classes were farmed — • 
two in AdAihs, and one in the town of Wheatland. 

Several «m8ll classes were formed about the same time, 
mostly made up of geceders in Jackson county — two in Ingham 
county, one at Leslie, and another in the town of Onondaga, 
one at Batavia, Branch county, and one among the new settlers 
in the Grand River Valley, far away in the north-west part of 
the St^te. 

The cause of secession, in this State, was this : Two local 
preachers of the M. E. Church were recommended to the 
Annua! Conference, for ordination as elders, according to the 
disciplinary provisions of said Church. Both of these preachers 
were men universally loved where they were known. One of 
ihjem, Marcus Swift, was, for some time, a member on proba- 
tion, in the Annual Conference. Aiid the other, Samuel Beb- 
bens, had traveled under the direction of Presiding Elders, in 
the State of New- York. These brethren were regularly re- 
commended for ordination, and were entitled to it, by the dis- 
cipline and visages of said Church. But they were Abolition- 
ists—they had, fearlessly identified themselves with the friends 
of the etalaved, — -they were in the habit of bringing the claims 
of the oppressed before their brethren in the ministry and laity, 
wherewr they bad opportunity. Their character, in this re- 
gpev't, was brought as an offence by these ministers, who were 
entrusted ydi% their recommendation. The highest representa- 
tion?? pf their m^ral and ministerial character was admitted ; bat 
they were. Abolitionists, They would swallow no gags, and th3 
Couferf^ape^ consequently, refused them the oflBce of elders in 
the QJiHT^k, of Goa. 
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These two rejected brethren, after aGcertaining, to their sat- 
isfaction, that no redress could bs expecLed from the Annual 
Conference of the M. E. Church, withdrew, with most of the 
members of their respective Quarterly Conferences, and a num- 
ber of members of both sexes, amounting, in all, to about cii^hty. 

The first Annual Conferc^iice, of these brethren, was held ia 
Plymouth, in the school-house at Thayer's Corners, the same 
place where the discipline was adopti J about eleven months be- 
fore. The opening of this Conference, aa »pptars on their 
journals, is dated Feb. 28, 1842. 

The second Conference was held at Lapham's Corners, in the 
town of Salem, Washtenaw county, Oct. 20, 1842. 

During this Conference year, the Convention was called at 
Utica, N. Y., for the purpose of uniting the several branches 
of seceders, in the Northern States. A call was soon after 
issued, in this State, and a Mass Convention was held, of mhi- 
isters and laymen, who responded to said call, by the appoint- 
ment of four delegates, to represent them at the Utica Convention. 

ministerial — Marcus Swift, W. M. Sullivan. Laymen — 
Geo. J. Barker, Valorus Meeker. 

The ministerial delegation only, were able to attend. Such 
was the confidence of the Wesleyans, in this State, in those 
who had issued the call in the east, to frame a discipline to meet 
the wants of seceders in every part of the country, that they 
laid upon them no restrictions, respecting a full and perfect 
union. 

The third Annual Conference was held at the Utica District 
School-house, Saline, Washtenaw Co., Oct. 10, 1843. 

The fourth Annual Conference was held in the town of 
Adams, Hillsdale county, which dated its opening September 
11, 1844. 

In the first Annual Conference, the munber in the ministry 
were only five, including stationed and unstationed. 

The second Annual Conference presented an increase in the 
ministry, to the number of fifteen, including stationed and un- 
stationed. 

The third Annual Conference furnishes the statistics of the 
ministry, as follows : 

Stationed, 17 ; Unstationed, 9 ; Reserve List, 6 ; Licen- 
tiates, 4; total, 36. 

The fourth Conference presents the following statistics : 

Statioued, 23 ; Unstationed, 21 ; Reserve, 3 ; total, 47. 

26* 
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The first record of the number of members, in this State, is 
found iti the journals of the third Annual Conference, which is 
formed an follows : 

Half Creek and Manchester, 378; Saline circuit, 119; 
Wayne, 306 ; Leslie, 75 ; Jackson, 49 ; Batavia, 40 ; Milford 
circuit, 120: Greenfield, 18; Ionia, 12; total, 1,116. 

Soon after the organization in this State, revivals broke out 
in Nankin and Livonia, Wayne Co., in which there were a 
number of conversions, the evidences of which, remain to this 
day. The game year, the Churches at Manchester and Wolf 
Creek, were favored with ' seasons of refreshing from the pre- 
sence of the Lord.' The same year, a gracious revival was ex- 
perienced at Waterloo, Jackson Co., which resulted in the or- 
ganization of a Church of about twenty-five members. The 
year after, while revivals continued, more or less, in the east- 
era part of the State, strengthening and building up the 
Churches there, they seemed to move, with tremendous power, 
to the west. In HiU^dale county, the towns of Adams, Wheat- 
laud, and Somersett, were visited with gracious revivals, in all 
of which towns, important and influential Churches, were or- 
ganized. The year aft€r, a revival was enjoyed at Allen 
Prairie, and at Quincy, in Branch Co., the fruits of which, 
were efficient societies in those places. The same year, 'mercy 
drops,' of the same kind as those mentioned Jittove, were enjoy- 
ed fiir into the west and north, on the banks t)f the Kalamazoo 
and Grand Rivers. The above named revivals have ait result- 
ed from the labors of Wesleyan preachers. '2.svavai»^ have 
been, and yet are estimated, by our Connection <};eneraUy, as 
first in importance, as ausiliaries, to our progress in the State. 

Much might, in truth, be said of our ministry, but for the 
present, I forbear, by remarking that our consta.::t desire, and 
earnest prayer is, to have the favor of God, and more laborers, 
of a similar stamp with those we have. 

Yours affectionately, 

W. M. Sullivan." 

Events have beei"? anticipated, somewhat, by continui»g this 
narrative, unbroken, to the close. But to return a year or two. 

In Western Pennsylvania, there was organized, October 20, 
1842, by J. P. Betker, John McEldowney, sen., James Smith, 
James Whit«, and John Bryant, a Society, or Church, em- 
bracing the principles, afterwards embodied in the discipline of 
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the Wesleyau Connection. From the date of thia event, it 
will be seen that it occurred at the same period \?.*ih similar 
events in a distant section of the country. The siuiultaneouu 
organization of societies, based upon similar principles, indicat- 
ed a general and deep-seated disaffuction, "whicL, ultimately 
combined, in the formation of a vigorous agency for carrying on 
the anti-slavery work, in the Chinch. 

The secessions, before mentioned, attracted but little atten- 
tion beyond their immediate precincts. The official papers of 
the M. E. Church, only named that iu Utiea, alleging that 
they had, by dishonest means, obtained possession of the meet- 
ing-house. This was afterwards retracted. Another secession 
vas at hand, that was denounced by Methodist Episcopal 
papers, in anticipation. 

In the Advocate and Journal of New- York for Nov. 9, 1842, 
Dr. Bond heralded the approaching secession thus : 

*' The agents of this great enterprise are, certain preachers 
who had grown so big that, as we had long ago foreseen, we, 
poor Methodists, could find no place among us, large enough 
for their accommodation. They have, at length, resolved to 
make a place for themselves, and we predict that they will, in 
the course of a year or two, be sweated down to natural-sized men, 
or be crushed to death by the fall of the building they are erecting. 
We claim no extraordinary sagacity in making this suggestion. 
The thing that has been is the thing which shall be. Wiser 
men, and men of more weight of character, have make the ex- 
periment which they are about to institute, and have always 
failed : but there is a vanity and self-confidence, on which even 
the lessons of experience are lost. 

They will now hazard all for revenge ; assured they can do 
much mischief, though they cannot take off such a party as 
they once hoped woiild follow them. Our friends may now 
look out for popular addresses on liberty, in such style sa they 
have never heard in churches before. For the liberty of which 
they will hear will be the utmost licentiousness, and the most 
violent abuse of all they have heretofore revered among the 
living and the dead. All ecclesiastical authority will be repre- 
sented as tyranny, and the exercise of Church discipline by 
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pastors, will be denounced as despotism. Among tHe willing 
tearers, will be found the backslidden in heart, those who have 
lost the confidence of their brethren, and all who have heretofore 
incurred Church censures. 

A new connection having no bond of union but ultra-aboli- 
tion, may be cosomenoed with a great flourish of trumpets, and 
die away in its own noise. The result inevitable from the ne- 
cessary incongruity of the materials. Neither doctrine nor dis- 
cipline can be settled by the heterogeneous mass which will 
come together. " 

Such was the introduction given to the " New Movement," 
thai WM expected. Those engaged in it could not complain of 
being unnoticed. The notice was distinct, palpable, anything 
but unnecessarily flattering. Of that quality, these remarks 
were free. 

I have preferred that the secession of 1842, should be first 
introduced by its enemies. There is such a contrast between 
the thing itself, and the carricature given of it, that the judg- 
ment of all candid men will incline in its favor. 

Instead of a combination, extending over a wide field, and in- 
cluding a large number of those who had been prominent in the 
auti-filavery agitation, as was confidently predicted, will be 
found a few individuals, in a quiet manner, announcing their 
withdrawal from the M. E. Church. 

To these instances, and the results following, attention is 
now invited. In November, 1842, the first number of a paper 
styled, " The True Wesleyan," was issued, J. Horton and O. 
Scott, editors. On the first page was found the following : 

WITHDRAWAL FROM THE M. E. CHURCH." 

** With the date of this communication, closes our connection 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church, We take this step 
after years of consideration, and with a solemn sense of our re- 
sponsibility to God — ^we take it with a view to his glory and the 
salvation of souls. 

Twenty years, and upwards, of the best part of our lives, haa 
been spent in the service of thsM Church-— daring Trhich time, 
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we have formed acquaintances which have endeared to our 
hearts multitudes of Christian friends. Many of these are truo 
kindred spirits, and we leave them with reluctance. But the 
view we take of our responsibility is not local in its bearings, 
nor limited iu its duration. While we live, and when we die, 
wo wish t-o bear a testimony which shall run parallel with 
coming ages ; nay, with the annals of eternity. Many consid- 
erations of friendship, as well as our temporal interests, bind ua 
to the Church of our early choice. But for the sake of a high and 
holy cause, we can forego all these. We wish to live not for our- 
selves, nor for the present age alone, but for all coming time ; nay, 
for God and eternity. We have borne our testimony, a long time, 
against what wo considered wrong in the M. E. Church. We 
have waited, prayed, and hoped, until there is no longer any 
ground for hope. Hence we have come to the deliberate con- 
clusion, that we must submit to things as they are, or ueace- 
ably retire. We have unhesitatingly chosen the latter 

It is, however, proper, in leaving the Church, that we assign 
our reasons. These are, mainly, the following : 

1. The M. E. Church, is not only a slaveholding, but a 
slavery defending. Church. 

2. The Government of the M. E. Church contains princi- 
ples not laid down in the Scriptures, nor recognized in the 
usages of the primitive Church — principles which are subver- 
sive of the rights, both of ministers and laymen. 

That the M. E. Church is a slaveholding Church, none will 
deny. It is not, of course, meant that slaves are a part of our 
church funds, though it is Ijelicved the fruits of slaveholding or 
of slave-buying and selling, make a large portion of these funds. 
But what we mean, is, that the M. E. Church allows her 
members and ministers unrebuked, to hold innocent human 
beings in a state of hopeless bondage — nay, more, that she up- 
holds and defends her communicants in this abominable busi- 
ness ! All her disciplinary regulations, which present a show 
of opposition to Slavery, are known and acknowledged to be a 
dead letter in the South. And they are as dead in the North 
as in the South. Even the general rule has been altered, 
either through carelessness or design,' so as to favor the inter- 
nal slave trade ; and yot the last General Conference revised 
to correct the error, knowing it to be such ! 

This Church has defended, in a labored argument, through 
some of her best minbters, the present rightfiil relation of xowe- 
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ter and slave — in that she has uever called them to account for 
putting forth such a document. 

She has exhorted, through her regularly constituted agents 
and highest officers, the trustees of Methodist Churches, to 
close their pulpits against Methodist anti-slavery lecturers. 

She has refused, in numerous instances, through her bishops, 
to entertain, in the Annual Conferences, motions expressive of 
the sinfulness of elavehoiding — motions for the appointment of 
committees on Slavery — motions for the adoption of reporta on 
Slavery ; and that, because those motions and reports con- 
tained the sentiment, that slaveholdin^ is sin- — which, it was 
alleged, is contrary to Methodism, which recognizes and ap- 
proves of the relation of master and slave under some circum- 
sUinces. 

She has ref'jsed, through her bishops, to hear the praycfs of 
scores and hundreds of her members against Slavery, in noma 
of the Annual Conferences. 

She has refused to publish, in her official papers, several ad- 
dresses of the British Wesleyan Conference, because they al- 
luded to Slavery. 

She has arraigned and condemned, without the forms of 
trial, members of her highest ecclesiastical assembly, for simply 
attending and speaking in an anti-slavery meeting. 

She has condemned modern abolition, refusing, at the tuune 
time, to say, in the language of the discipline, ih&t she is ' as 
much as ever convinced of the great evil of Slavery." 

She has exhorted her ministers and members, throughout the 
country, " wholly to refrain" from this agitating subject. 

She has said, through some of her Annual Conferences, that 
Slavery is not a moral eTnll— while she has repeatedly refused, 
through her bishops, to allow other annual 00. ferences, to ex- 
press the opposite sentiment. 

She has allowed, without censure, one of her bishops to issue 
a labored address, in which an attempt is made to prove that 
slaveholding is not only justified, but enjoined, under some cir- 
cumstances, by the Golden Rule ! and she has published this 
address in her official papers. 

She has, through her niinist^ra and members, disfranchised 
and censured, or expelled, class-leaders, stewards, exhorters, 
and local preachers, for the simple crime of their abolition 
moyem«nt0. 

She has, through some of ber annnal conferences, prohibited 
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her miuisiers and preachers frojn patroQiziug anti-slavery 
papers. 

She has refused to receive into some of her annual confer- 
ences, pious and talented young men on trial, for the simple 
reason, that they were active Abolitionists. 

She has, through the same medium, arraigned, censured, sus- 
pended, and, in some instances, expelled her ministers, for con- 
tumacy and insubordination with respect to abolition — and 
some of these she has followed from year to year, by her bishops 
and members of other Conferences, for the evident purpose of 
destroying their ministerial character and influence ; — subject- 
ing them to repeated, vexatious, and expensive trials. 

She has, two or three times, altered her discipline to effec*;; 
as is believed, their expulsion. 

She has removed presiding elders, from their districts, for 
their abolition movements ; suffering, as it would seem, this 
crime to effect the appointment of other ministers and 
preachers. 

She has refused, in her General Conference capacity, to re- 
afKrm her former language of opposition to Slavery, though re- 
quested to do this, by some thousands of her ministers and 
members. She has refused, in the same capacity, to take ex- 
ceptions to the sentiment of two or three annual conferences, 
who have said that Shivery is not a moral evil. 

And finally, she has adopted a resolution on colored testi- 
mony, which disfranchises eighty thousand of her members — 
thus giving the weight of her influence to that slaveholding leg- 
islation which, in a civil point of view, disfranchises millions of 
our fellow countrymen. 

Add to this, the fact, that all her oflicial papers, are so much 
under the influence of slaveholding, that no Abolitionist can be 
heard on the subject of Slavery and abolition, however he may 
be abused, traduced and misrepresented. 

In view of these facts, we ask, is not the M. E. Church, one 
of the main supporters of Slavery in this country ? Has she not 
defended it in almost every conceivable way ? And is there 
any prospect that this Church will ever be reformed, so long as 
Slavery exists in the country ? If not, can we obey the com- 
mands of God, and continue in fellowship with a Church which 
rec/oivcs, shields and defends, thousands and tens of thousands, 
who, according to Mr. Wesley, are ' exactly on a level with 
men-stealers If a large portion of our ministers and mem- 
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solemul)' believe, wo can do more for the cause of the bleeding 
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there can be no hope of reforming her till the country is re- 
formed. Hut, 

2d. i'he government of the M. E. Church contains princi- 
ple:-; iiot laid down in the iScriptures, nor recognized in the 
usages of the primitive Church — principles which are subver- 
sive of the rights both of ministers and laymen. 

While we admit that no form of Church government is laid 
dowji in the Scriptures, we contend that, principles are laid 
down which are in direct contravention with some existing forms. 

That tlie Roman Catholic form is of this claf*"', all will admit. 
The claims of high churchmen are believed to be equally un- 
founded. And though the objectionable features in our form 
of Church government are less wide of the mark, yet they are 
as truly unauthorized as anything in either of the above men- 
tioned forms. 

Both Scripture and primitive usage, recognize Christians in 
the light of one great brotherhood — possessing essentially the 
same rijihts, subject only to one master. True, pastors and 
people, have their peculiar and distinctive duties, but there is 
to be no 'lording it over God's heritage.' 

From the Scriptures, it is evident that, even in the tiiaes of 
the apostles, laymen were members of the highest councils of the 
Church, and Lord King clearly proves that this was the usage 
of the Christian Church for several ages. It follows, therefore, 
that the contrary practice is not only without scripture and 
usage, but contrary thereto. That separation between minis- 
ters and laymen, which exists in the M. K. Church, owes its 
origin to the assumptions of Rome ! It exists, we believe, in 
no other Church. Even the Episcopalian Church, in this 
country, cannot elect a bishop without the concurrence of a 
board of laymen ! 
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The power which our bishops claim and exercise, in the An- 
nual Conferences, is contrary to the plainest principles of Chris- 
tian responsibility. All religious associations niudt, in the na- 
ture of things, have the right to express, without restraint, their 
opinions on any moral question. But this, no annual or quar- 
terly conference, in the M. E. Church, can do, without the 
consent of the bishop or pi-esiding elder. But no body of 
Christian men has any more right to submit to such restraints^ 
than they have to commit the entire keeping of their conscien 
ces to other hands. That holy men of God should consent, in 
this enlightened age, to exercise such power over ♦he con- 
sciences of their brethren, is truly astonishing ! but not more so, 
than that ministers can be found who will peaceably sul'rai' 
to such innovations upon their responsibilities to God ! ! 

Scarcely less objectionable, is the power conferred upon the 
bi&xiops of the M. E. Church, iu the appointment of the 
preachers. That the entire destinies of three or four thousand 
men should be in the bands of some five or six bishops, so far 
as their fields of labor are concerned, seems to be forbidden by 
the fact that, these bishops are fallible men — that they are 
often ignorant both of the preachers and people ; and that they 
cannot control the openings of Providence, and the calls of God. 
We know the presiding elders are usually calkl upon for ad- 
vice in this matter ; but there is no obligation on the part of 
the Episcopacy to advise with any one. And when all must 
admit that it would be dangerous for the bishops to exercise the 
power they posaoss, what advantage can there be in their pos- 
sessing such power If it be wrong to rob our fellow-creatures, 
how can it be right to possess the ^egal power to do this ? But 
that the bishops will ever be curtailed in their prerogatives, in 
this respect, there is not the least g^iound to hope, when it is 
considered, that afler those in the General Conference, who 
wtre in favor of some reform in this respect, had toiled for 
thirty years, namely, from 1790 to 1820, and when, having 
finally succeeded in carrying a small compromise measure, by 
a vote of more than two-thirds of the General Conference, the 
whole measure was defeated by the minority, including two 
bishops — though one was but a bishop elect. 

This measure only provided, that, when presiding elders were 
wanted, the bishop should nominate three times the number 
wanted, out of whom the conference should elect the requisite 
number — and the presiding elders thus constituted, were to be 
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made an advisory council in stationing the preachers. This 
vsas not what a hirge portion of the General Conference wanted, 
but what they consented to take, as a compromise measure. 
Bat Episcopacy would not be curtailed in this respect. And 
yfct some of our friends talk about reforming the Church, in her 
government. Impossible ! This can never be done. History 
facts ai-e all against the indulgence of such a hope. Could 
we see the most distant prospect of any material change for th« 
better, we would wait and patiently labor. We say now, ai. 
we have often said, that reform, and not revolution, is our wish. 
But no important Church reform ever yet took place in the en- 
tire body ; though by secessions, the monster, power, has been 
checked in his piogressive career. What would the state of 
the world now have been, with respect to popery, had it not been 
for Luther and the Reformation.^ Who can tell to what 
lengths tyranny would have been carried ere this, had there 
been no opposition ? no secession 

Jf the Presiding Elders were a legal council to station the 
preachers, the case would be bettered but little, in some re- 
spects at least, inasmuch as they are created by the bishop 
alone, and entirely dependent on him for their office. They, 
therefore, would be mere echoes of his will. 

Connected with this unrestricted stationing authority, which 
the cishop possesses, is the power to transfer preachers to any 
part of the United States, to Texas, or to Africa — and that too, 
not only without thei. consent, but against their will ! Thus, 
for instance, for the simple crime of abolition, a brother may 
be placed by the bishop where, in all probability, he would bo 
put either out of the Church, or out of the world. For, he may 
be transferred to a Southern Conference, to which if he does 
not go, he would lose his membership in the Church ; and 
where, if he does go, he would be liable to lose his h : It is 
not enough to say, in reply to this, that there is no p / 
.that this power will ever be exercised, because its 
would be wrong; — fcir, how can it be right to poss 
power, if it would be wrong to exercise it ? And, besides, wjj ^ 
a majority of an annual conference becomes, in the juc^gm 
of the bishop, heterodox, how can it be known that the m 
bers will not be distributed where they will lose, to say 
least, their membership ? Has not the possibility, if not 
probability, of such a result, already been more than iatima 
from the highest authority ? 
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Another serious objection to Metbcdist Episcopacy, is the 
election of bishops for life. Both Bishop Hedding and Dr. 
Luckcy, have expressed the opinion, that the office of bishop 
may be periodically elective, and that the ceremony of ordina- 
tion may bo dispensed with ; and, that too, without invalidat- 
ing any of the esceutials of Episcopacy. But now once a bishop 
always bishop, however incapacitated to the performance of the 
duties of the office from bodily or mental infirmities. But we 
have not time to enlarge on any of these topics. 

We will mention but one thing more. And that is, that fea- 
ture in the economy of the Methodist E. Church, which gires 
the power to the j.)reacher, of excluding almost any member he 
may wish to get rid of. True, the discipline requires the forms 
of trial, in case of expulsion ; but as the preacher has the sole 
power to appoint the Coipuiittee, and that without giving the 
accused any right of challenge, it is not, ?n general, difficult, for 
a preacher to punicli whom he pleases, and that for trifling 
causes, as many can testify. And, as he has the sole right to 
appoint all the leaders, and nominate all the stewards, it is of 
but little consequence for an expelled member to appeal to the 
Quatterly-meeting Conference, if the preacher is known to be 
strongly prejudiced against him. — ^however unfounded tl.at 
prejudice may be. 

Such, in brief, are some of our reasons for leaving the M, S. 
Church. We shall have more to say, on these matters, here- 
after. 

We wish it may be distinctly understood, that we do not 
withdraw from anything essential to pure Wesleyan Method- 
ism. We only dissolve our connection with Episcopacy and 
Slavery. These we believe to be anti-Scriptural, and well cal- 
culated to sustain each other. 

There are many valuable things in the economy of Method- 
ism ; these we shall adhere to. And this we can do without 
having any connection with what is worse than objectionable 
We know it will be said, God has greatly blessed the Church, 
and is evidently still owning her, and, therefore, we ought not 
to disturb her peace by any discussions of her polity. The 
same remark may be made in regard to Slavery. And yet, 
who will pretend either that Slavery is right, because God has 
so wonderfully blessed the Church, or that, for this reason, we 
should refrain from agitating her with discussions on the sub- 
ject ? We ask who ? for we all know that anti-abolitionists 
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liave used this very argument. Abolitionists, however, havo 
considered it unsound. Let them, then, be careful how they 
take precisely the same ground in relation to another matter. 
True, God has blessed us ; but this is not, perhaps, so much 
owing to our Slavery and Episcopacy, as to the evangelical 
character of our doctrines and our zeal. And let us not forget 
that he has blessed other Churches too. 

Should it be said that God has frowned upon all who have 
left the Church — it might be replied, in the lirst place, that 
this is not the fact. Some of the secessions from the Church, 
are prospering as well, in proportion to their means, as the M. 
E. Church. And, secondly, if it were true, it would not prove 
that the act of their leaving the Church was displeasing to God 
— much less would it prove, that no circumstances can exist, 
which will make a secession justiflabh. 

Though we entertain none other but kind feelings towards 
those we leave, yet we expect to be ill-treated by our former 
frienda. We know how it has been with others who have left. 
To lose ministers and members is a mortification to sectarian 
pride. Those who will defend the Church and her usages, are 
fine fellows ; but the moment they leave her communion, no re- 
proachful epithets are too bad to heap upon them. Their mo- 
tives are impugned, and their honesty questioned. And this, 
for effect, ic, sometimes done in advance ! But we have counted 
the cost, and are prepared to suffer persecution. By whatever 
spirit some of our opponents may be actuated, we hope to be saved 
from all unkind expressions. 

Though but three of us sign this document, scores, if not 
hundreds, to our certain knowledge, might have easily been ob- 
tained. We did not wish any other names now. There will 
be an opportunity for all who may desire it, to follow our ex- 
ample. We shall not be disappointed if but few do this. We 
have no anxiety on this ground. We act for ourselves. 
Knowing, however, that there are hundreds, if not thousands, 
who entertain the same sentiments we do, we have prepared an 
outline of discin'ine or plan of operation — a summary of which 
will be given in ihe paper containing this withdrawal. The en- 
tire plan will soon be published. It will be seen from the sum- 
mary, that we have made provision to organize the churches, if 
there is a call for it. 

And now, dear brethren of the M. E. Church, we bid you 
farewell. Many of jou we know and love. And while we do 
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not impeach your moiives or honesty, we hope, iu turn, you 
will not treat us as barbarians. There is room enough for us 
all. Let us have no unchrjjstian contention. 

jotham horton, 

Orange Scott, 

La Roy Sunderland." 

Providence, R. L, Nov. 8, 1842. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE TRUE WE8LEYAN ISSUED FOUNTAIN-STREET CHURCH, 

PROVIDENCE VARIOUS SECESSIONS — ANDOVER CONVENTION — 

CHURCHES ORGANIZED LOVTELL AFFAIRS REVIEWED UTICA 

CONVENTION, CALL, ORGANIZATION, ROLL ; PECULIARITIES 0? 
WESLEYANISM CONTRASTED WITH THE METHODIST E. ECONOMY. 

Unless specially informed, the reader would hardly suppose 
that the last withdrawal, in the previous chapter, was the move- 
taent anticipated, with such a flourish, by the editor of the 
C. Advocate. But such is the fact. Those individuals, in 
their withdrawal, intimated that, from the known sentiments of 
hundreds and thousands, many others might be disposed to 
unite with them, and in anticipation of it, arrangements were 
made, to organize Churches, if there was a call for it. 

The second number of the *' True Wesleyan," was issued in 
Boston, in December of the year 1842, and after that, weekly, 
dating from Jan. 7, 1843. it contained the withdrawal of 
Luther Lee, then resident at Aadover, for some time a distin- 
guished member of the Black River Conference. It also au- 
nounced, that two Churches had been organized in Providence, 
R. I. The larger one, embracing over a hundred members, 
who owned a beautiful and commodious meeting-house, worih six 
thousand dollars. The history of that Church, is so intimately 
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connecifid with the anti-ahivery struggle, and so interesting 
withal, that I will introduce here a narrative of it. 

During the year 1841, the Chestnut-st. Church, Providence, 
was destitute of a pastor some months. W. H. Brewster, of the 
New-Hampshire Conference, by the request of the Church, and 
with the consent of the Presidmg Elder on that district, was 
employed to serve them until the ensuing Providence Confer- 
ence. This was tiiree months after. A unanimous request 
was made, for the Bishop to transfer him to that station for the 
ensuing year. He objected, that Mr. Brewster could not be 
spared irom New-Hampshire. A distinguished minister offered 
to go to New-Hampshire in his stead. The Bishop then said, 
that his character might not pass. But his character did pass. 
Having traveled far at some expense, he was not willing to re- 
move again, and desired to remain somewhere in the Provi- 
dence Conference. Yet, contrary to his request, and the 
wishes of the Church, he was not transferred nor appointed to 
that station. The reasons for that refusal were not given. 
Many were conjectured by those who were painfully disap- 
pointed. The open and vigorous anti-slavery position of Mr. 
Brewster, was supposed to be one reason. This, and other 
grounds of dissatisfaction on the subject of Slavery, induced 
forty-one members to withdraw and form another Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in a new part of the city. 

This was in the summer of 1841. Their meetings were held 
in an old school-house for several months. Soon after their 
organization, Jotham Horton, late a leading member of the 
New-England Conference, was chosen pastor. 

A remark in explanation would not be amies here. Mr. 
Horton, for many years, had served the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in New-England, by the appointment of the bishops, in 
most if not all the important stations, including Bangor, Lynn, 
Lowell, Worcester and Boston. In common with others, he 
bad also occupied many a field of labor, affording but a scanty 
support and requiring much self-denial. At the Conference, 
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held in Worcester for 1841, he requested the Bishop to accom- 
modate him with an appointment in the yicinity of Boston, for 
the sake of his family. I'his request was denied, and he found 
himself under the necessity of taking a location. Thus he was 
free to accept the invitation of the Providence Church. 

In a communication to the True Wesleyan, published, Feb. 10, 
1844, a Committee of that Church, report their character and 
condition. I quote it in part : 

" Our Church withdrew, from all connection with the M. E. 
Church, on Sabbath afternoon, Dec. 25, 1842. We are rather 
jealous of our distinction, as ' The first Wesleyan Church in 
New-England.' 

One fact in our history, we remember with feelings of plea- 
sure and honest pride. Our Church was the first home of those 
who led the way in leaving a pro-slavery Episcopal organization 
from a firm adherence to principle, though at the los? of all 
things, by many deemed too valuable to part with, for truth's 
sake. From us have gone out such men as J. Horton, O. 
Scott, L. R. Sunderland, and Luther Lee, to sp-ead scriptTiral 
holiness through these lards, and build up a purer Church, on 
Wesleyan principles. 

In revitiwing the past, we have, as a Church, much occasion 
for encouragement and gratitude. About two years since, we 
numbered 41 members, and held our meetings in the Summer-st. 
School-house, an old building, the use of which was freely 
granted us by the city. Now we number more than one hun- 
dred members, and occupy a neat and commodious meeting- 
house, built during Bro. Horton's administration, vith a con- 
gregation slowly, but steadily, increasing in numbers and per- 
manence. 

S. R. Jackson, 

A. B. Curry, 

B. Arnold, Jr." 

Providence, Jan. 26, 1844. 

The second number contained, also, an article from " The 
Spirit of Liberty," edited by Edward Smith of Pittsburgh, ap- 
proving the " New Movement," although his formal withdrawal 
did not take place, until April 10, 1843. His unjust suspen- 
sion from the ministry is already knoTfn to the reader. 
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lu the same number of the paper, uotice was given of a Con- 
vention to be iield in Andover, Mass., Feb. 1, 1843. AH, 
both ministers and laymen, in favor of the ultimate formation 
of a Wesleyan Methodist Church, free from Episcopacy and 
Slavery, were invited to attend and become members of tho 
Convention. This call was signed by J. Horton, L. Leo, O. 
Scott, and L. R. Sunderland. 

The ensuing number of the Wesleyan, contained the with- 
drawal of the writer, then stationed in the city of Boston. 

All the facts, respecting secession, are obtained, mainly, from 
the Wesleyan. Hereafter, I shall give a statement of the facts 
without reference, particularly, to the paper. A brief sketch 
is all sufficient. The following secessions occurred at the timea 
Bpecified : 

At Troy, Ohio, R. Brandriff, a superannuated preacher of 
the Ohio Annual Conference, and twenty-two others, presented 
their withdrawal to the preacher in charge, Saturday evening, 
Jan. 7. I give an extract from the document : 

" It may be proper, in leaving the Church with which we 
have been associated, that we assign some of the reasons which 
have induced us to this course. 

The Methodist E. Church has ceased to be an anti-slavery 
Church, and has become, emphatically, a slaveholding and 
slavery-defending Church. 

Wc hold, that the members of a Church are properly charge- 
able for all the errors of the Church, in doctrine or practice, 
until they use their influence to effect a reformation. We are 
not permitted to discuss the sinfulness of Slavery in our periodi- 
cals, but we are commanded 'wholly to refrain." We are not 
permitted to meet in our own Church, which we have helped to 
build, by a liberal contribution of our money, religiously to con- 
sider the subject of Slavery, and to pray for the slave ; not even 
to pray that he may be permitted to read the Bible. VVe can- 
not freely exercise our duty to pray for the slave, or the slave- 
holder, in the regular meetings of the Church, without feelmg 
that we are sneered at by our brethren as Abolitionists ; and 
we have the infelicity to know, that our sympathies excite the 
contempt of our brethren, from the fact that our ministers 
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#v^ir ptkf for tU» slave. All this, Jiia<^ stf«>«, w« 
have borne, aad would eontinue to bear, if we eooM ho^ ih»i 
the Church coujd ever be reformed j but W5 camiot longer 
dr^afti i*f fsaxk * state df thinigs. " 

i!$e sext d»j b«bg th^ Sabbath^ they mefc i& a seliool-iroem 
audr oiTj^mcetb ft Choroh. 

iCt'S«iii^tt F^alla, N. Y., prior to thu date^ a small eoiapafif 
haid! iko Witbdniitm, and avait^d a general organisaiioQ. 

In BosioD, MaBB.f a small Church was organized, inaide vfP 
of seceders from several Churches, under tbe care of Jotibam 
Mtntim, who had reugAed his pastoral relatwn to tbli PrOti- 
detid« Church:. Their orgaciaatiokt was cdnsujnraftted, Jan. 8, 
184^'. it was" the Sabbath. Rev. J. Uottoa preachdl tiiese 
words ; In the name of our God we wiU lift up our bai^i^Si." 
In- tJa$ a^rsoQn, B,ev. O. Sc<;*it j^aohed. His topic octlMine 
was ennbraced in tbe words, " The little oae ahidl beooiie^ s 
thfinfitsan^;" 

After tJie serv^^ Wm. BlaljcezsSdre was chosen S&dtetmf, 
The Ohqxcb was ih6n organized^ jsnd numbered twelve mem- 
benf. Wf». Hokieat was chosen their first SteWifMr!dL This 
Chttitifa has had to c<mteiid with tib most smons d^oailih», ia 
order to maintain itself iq a city so aristooratie as Bostoia. But 
wliile iiflbntaiui^ sacsh brethreii as ^Ve.stQpd bj ii the 
first, and now sustain it^ th(»e is no donbt of nltunate Rioceas. 

Januaix 16, 1843, the M. .E. Ohnroh, in Le^eH, Mass.^ 
•mik their pastor, John Tate, Witiidrew from ^t oototatmidn 
and Ibok the name cHT W^^fsn' MetitodistB, asd i^otatod a 
Cbntmiiitee to make ahiiigemrats to nnite with a Cht|r«h firee 
from the gfeat abominations of intemperanee »ad shrory."* 

Mcfiy IdtMnni fr^n ia«fiHWs,w«»r ree)Biv«d at Boakoa|ir(tei 
all firtt «f ^^i JCfom^i aitiKlati^ thmr wbdm&m tm 
eiawiy gn»^.>a Thm ace tM ^[ootad to' wftuSt pwiawlaf , 
needlessly, this narrative. ' l i ^ 

The Ckptvei^Km^ ca^ed at Andoi«r, wafi h«ld,,jE'«b. 1, 1843. 
I gbtt^ 4ms8B,»3m the'^ti^liecl fl^p0«^.aQ■w«^aiia dififl, 
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&8 it wm thQ &tbt jueeting, aud preliminary to Uxo orgauisatiuin 
of thti Conuectics of Wesleyaiis' iu Amerie,^. 

** The Wealej-an Anti-Slavery ConTettion, appoiatod to bs 
held in Andover, Mass., met according to appoiutment, aad'^ajs 
called to order by Rev. Jotham Horton, of Boston. The Hon. 
Seth Sprague, sen., was then appointed Chairman, pro tetn., 
and L. 0. Matlaek, Secretary, pro tern. The Convention was 
opened with prayer by the Secretary ; after which, the * Call' 
was read, and all persons agreeing with the objecta therein set 
foi-th, were requested, by vote, to give their names as members 
of the Convention. 

The' following persons were chosen a CcMnmittee to nominate 
officers for ^ Convention, viz: J.,HortoH, O. Scott, J. Kim- 
ball, S. R* Jaokson, and J. K. Wellman. Their report was as 
follows :. 

For Pjreadent, Hon. Seth Sprague, Jr., of Dnxbnry. 

For Vice-Presidents, Hon, Seth Sprague, tien., of Duxbtiry, 
and Rev. S. Horton, of Boston. 

For Secretaries, L. C. Matlack, of Providencs, R. I., and 
P. R. Sawyer, of Princeton, Mass. 

The above nominations were confirmed by the Convention. 

The Prdsid^||t, after taking the chab-, entertsihed the Con- 
vention with »tHne appropriater remarks in reference to the fav>- 
oraUe^haraeteristiQftf whieh distifignish this seocaakm firom ike 
Methodist E. Church. 

A CominiUiee, to prepare bosineas for the Convention was 
appointed, eondstiog of the following brethren: L. Lee, J. 
Horton.'J. Tate, B. Arnold, Jr., Z. King^ S. R. Jackson, J. 
Kimbdl, J. Haven, and O. Scott. 

. Vyhil0 this Qommittee irere preparing bosiaess, Hon. 
S^th Sprague, sen., addt^^^tt^ th^ Co^ention, in a very inter- 
esting manner^ jwlth .|e|ercnce to the important objects for 
which this Ci^X'^^hiioW vaa fialle^.** ' 

A fleries Sf xeaolataoas mro daeossed, and imapliiiKKuIy 
adapted, part of whish ar« qaot^^- TJbsjr xeUte to Chjourcb 
d^|SQqd&i« »ad latare actions: ; Thn renoliitipMijyiti quoie^^ kive 
been before tiio reader in other forms. - . 

ilesolved. That government of, thd 1|. E.. Church, a9 
cotitained in ute ^Sisdiiltiie, atnd <i^!itih»d tvii adaunbesred hj 
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its Episcopacy, is anti-republican, and is, in principle, an eh- 
ctroaehment upon natural rights, and in its adminiatration ^ub~ 
v^i aive, not only of true Christian liberty, but frequently of the 
sawed ri^ht of conscience. 

Resolved, That the power which the hishops of the M. E. 
Church l&ave wielded against the sacred cause of the Weediuj? 
slave, and the success with which they have resisted its true ana 
holy principles, and retarded its progress in the M. E. Chu/ch, 
havd not only convinced us of the danger of confiding suoL un- 
limited power to individual men, however correct in principle 
and pure in heart we may regard them &t the tine, but has 
alarmed us for the safety of t£ie people's* rights, under mch a 
system, whenever a question arises between the governed and 
the power that governs. 

Resolved, That a sense of duty to God ; the obligation rest- 
ing upon us to do what we can to preserve the purity of Chris- 
tianity ; a love for the enjoYineut of true Christian liberty, and 
a dasire to leave this blessing as an inheritance for our chiHren, 
induces us to call upon all, of the same views and feelings, to 
unite with ns in the organization of a Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, free from Slavery and Episcopacy. 

Resolved, Hiat we recommend to our friends throughout tho 
non-slaveholding States, who entertain the views set forth i^i 
the foregoing resolutbns, to assemble in General Convention at 
Utica, in the State of New- York, on Wednesday, the 3l8t day 
of May next — for the purpose of effecting the organisation con- 
templated in the preceding resolution, and for the adoption of 
such measures as may be deemed necessary to carry the same 
into effective operation. 

Resolved, That the Convention approve of the formation of 
those Wesleyan Methodist Societies which have already been 
organized^ and that it be recommended that s«cb societies be 
formed, without further delay, in all places where it is practica- 
ble, preparatory for the general organization proposed iu the 
preceding resolution. 

R«>8oived, That a Committee of oorraRpondenoe be appoint- 
ed, vhdso duty -it iMaH be to advise inth, and pr<»vide ntr the 
tempor«ry su]^ljr of such soeietio, so fiur «s tiiey may be «b}« ; 
and that all suoh societies as may desire their advice or aacist- 
ance, and all nr^hers who are willing to aid, or desiroas of 
be^g empkyM^ bj wajr of so^lying avwk loei^es/he iardcd 
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to correspond vith oaW Committees [J. Mortoo, 0- Scott, L. 
L«e, were Uiat couomittoe.] 

Il(»olved) That whiie as Methodist«, wo adhere to that fona 
of Christian truth embodied in the doctrines tangat hy the ve»- 
orable John We«l«>y, we believa cmraelvea fully authorissed, in 
the fonnati^oii of % Church polity, to 'follow the Scripftires and 
the printitiT^ Church.' 

RaHolved^ That while no particular fona of Church gOYera- 
went ia laid down in the Soriptnrea, the principles which should 
be reeo^iked is eirery fo&-tn, in those Scriptures clearly re- 
vealed)- — asd that among those priro^es the right of the laity 
to A Toiee ia the govenunent of tht> Church, stands out as 
prumiaontly any other. 

Resolved, That Mr. Wesley, in appointing Thomas Coke 
»aid J>mGi3-A8hury, to the work of saperintending the Ameri- 
can Methodist Societies, did not design to create an American 
]|4#i^odiafr £piao^pafcy, iaTeste4 with the pjterqgatives now held 
that pffice- 

lieaoived,, That a Committee of six be appointed to prepftre 
and pabhsh, in- the ' Tma Wedeyan,' the form of a uisoiptine 
for the Wesleyan Methodiat Chardbt in ther Uaited State*) sub' 
jeot to the action of a General Convention ; and also prepare 
an address to our abolition brethren wliom we hc-t;e left behind 
in tlie M. B. Church, on ihe impropriety of rentaihing in the 
communion of a pro-slavery Church, and one whose govern- 
ment is anti-scriptural. 

[L. Lee, J. Horton, O. Scott, Wm. Blakemore, Seth 
S^ragne, Jr., and 3. R. Jackson, were chosen as that com- 
mittee.] 

Wh,eras, we have been informed that some twenty preachers 
and' six hundred members hare, durfeTg the last year seceded - 
from the M. E. Church, in tihfe State of Michigan, calling 
themselves Wetdeyan ethodists, — i^id whereas, WQ hard also 
ieamed that li wai^' their wish to wiite with their Extern 
brethren, therefbre, 

Resolved, That pur.Weeleyan brethren in MTchlMti, be 
esnMctlj requested to s^d a foil representation to the General 
Con^tioa to H held •(} Utioa, N. Y., May 91st, fbr the pur- 
poMF assisting ifi the general orgaoigatioii, tbtft ttH the 'W«8- 
leya« MethodiBts in the United l$t«tes, may form oiii^ Ooiffiec* 
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do now, or may hereafter oxiafc, be mvit.id M send repre«e»tft- 
tivjs to .he General Conveotion. 

ReBolyed, Thut should oirQU|xiS(ivnces arise, whip^, in the 
judgmeut of the Corniuittee of Correspondence, should require 
au alteration either in th$ time or plaoe of holding the General 
Conven^ou, they be authorized to mol^Q saoh alteration, pro- 
vided suitable notice be given. 

Resolved, That the CoiBAaittee of Corresponclenod be an- 
thorijsed to call local conventions, wherever it may be deemed 
expedient, prior to the eontqmplated Convention in th« Si^in^ 
0.- suiptuer ; and if Absoliitely necessary to the interests t>f the 
cauije, to change the time ^d place fixed upon for a^id Cpa- 
vention. 

Lucius C. M^thxcXj 
Pointer B.. 3a wt**, 

Seoreteriag, 

The incipient stages of a new organization were now b^gOA. 
The posttkm^^ the aopeders on eeoleaiagtioal ecoitoiiiy, tus «irell 
as on moral principles, was well defined. The joelgmeilt p'^l^^ 
vjpon l^ejbr ooscse, be icno^, in part, bj ihe eoemng 
seoesaons, now io be joftrriited. 

The Methodist Society at Rookport, Cape Ann^ Mass.^ with 
theur pastor, Vetted to dissolve theit coiftii^btibjii witli the 1^. E. 
Chjirch, and unite with ^e Wesleyans, Feb- 7, fl843. V i . 

About this period, information was roeeived olf the lWyOAtipa 
of A Cburali in Pena Y«&, IS. Y. ; one is BeUviI]i6,<<I^ of 
sixty meipberti ; oae in Athol, Ma?9., of AirtyimentberB; Slid 
one in jJabonrJN. Y., whiqh fif>o^ numbered oge l^^^eii ice;^ 
bers. iV . . 

Of the Im^^ tiic- f<^i0wing extract from a letter by the psstor, 
Lyndon Kiii^,He the Presiding Elder of Pottsdam District, 
gives t|ie jfirtiwilars : 

" P. S. Yesterday, we <«^;aini«ied » * W^jfl^an l^etJfi^t 
Cbvrc^^ iiere, embncin^ <^ onr offidsd tneint)^ 'fX^0'''wSf 
and >botrii sisrt^ other taen>l)ew, wj«>"fegppift mii ,tb Mi^f^ 
that tliey have Absolved tbeir coopectioh wpi iSie 
Church, lliere are probably leas tl^ a dosen m6mbek*<^1lra 
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M. E. Qh'jr?ii m tliis oliarge, who will not unite with the 
* V\ ealeyan Methodist Church,' " 

Of the movement in Ohio, a letter dated Feb ^6, remarks : 

" DcAit Bbother Scott,- — In Piqaa th^s brethren have left. 
Among them is Brother Ogden, a member' for many years of 
the Pbiiadelnhia Conference ; Bro. Jordan, who replied to Bro. 
SttUiv^, V snort time ago, in the Watchman, urgine him (Bro. 
S ,) not to secede ; Bro. Scndder, the founder and aposUe of 
Methodism in !Pio[ua ; and our worthy Bro,. Gordon, who, 
sometime S£0, emancipated his slaves. On Saturday and Si&b- 
bath, vre h'5d a two-days' Wosleyan meeting. About twenty 
of our brethren from this place will be there. 

An entire Chturch has seceded in Carthaeena, Mercer Co., 
and Shadrach Green with them. The building was so con- 
strcieted that it belongs, without any litigation, to the secedei^. 
Bro. Stephens, a lociJ preaclzer from an adjoining society, has 
also l^ft. 

In Dayton, there is a oobred Wesleyan Methodist Chnrch 
of Ihii^yHnie members." ' 

The Sbcaeiy at Eketer, N. H., withdrew also dming this 
month, as set forth in the following resolutions : 

" }lemivecl» Thftt immediate secession, or withdrawal, from 
the M. £., Church, is the only safe and sure ground for the ex- 
tirpation of Slavery ; therefore, we do herepy separate our- 
selves from said Church. 

Resdved, That we leave with no unkind feelings towards any 
of our brethren, who remain in the M. E, Chnroh. 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to write 
a report of this meeting, and forward the same for publication 
in the True Wesleyan. 

. JoHif P. Patbon, 

WlUtAK GrOKOKK, ; 
GiLMAJl RaKD» 

Comntittee. 

I^. l^oH : I will Uk« the liberty to add, farther, thali the 
CniiQr<At vere onMoimoos in the ^Aassa^e of the resohitio&a. The, 
one wlbif^ t^s^ves our connection mlh the M. E, Chnreh, waa 
takdOfby IgU^i^ before God »|id giving a«n)«lTe»^ to bim,. 
se^ditg^l^s goidance and blesfdng 
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Tlio meeting-house not. being deeded to Confsre»ce, h in our 
possession, and all will go on harmoniouBly. 

Your brother, J. P.. Payson. 

In Cedarville, Ohio, twenty persons united under the fol- 
lowing pledge, in March, 1843 : 

" We, the subscribers, hereby pledge ourselves to aid each 
other ia a Christian walk and conversation, and xaaintainaotce 
of Gospel institutions to the best of our abilities while we Con- 
tinue in our present state of withdrawal j&rom the M. E. Chnroh^ 
until we can be regularly organized as a branch of tbe iregular 
Wesley an Church." 

The formation of the "First Weslcyapi Chorch, J/>w«ll, 
Mass.," was announced by Orange Scott, in the Troe Wesleyan 
of March 25, of the same year. 

The eauseff of disaffection in Lowell, present's series t)f in-* 
teresting eventa reaching back to the smnm^ of 1840, They 
relate, inore especially, to the ecclesiastical eeonomy of Ike 
ChvQ^ch, which, however, developed its oftensiveness firat, in tq-^ 
lation to the anti-slavery discuseion. Having been a member 
of the Quarterly Conference of St. Paul's station, Low;dUi, dj^- 
in'g the period to which I refer, and iatitnate wsiii thie Ineffiber^ 
of that Church nntS now, I can ^ve, from peiiwnal knoWledgis,' 
a narrative of the facts. They are these : 

At the last Quarteriy-meeting Conference for that station, 
prior to the Annual Conlerence of 1840, a series of resolatio&s, 
prs^red by Wra. North, sen., were presentied to tiie itaeetilttg 
for adoption. The following is a copy of tlxem : ; ' 

" Whereas, the (jreneral Conference of the M. E. Ohoreh^ 
held in BaMtoore, in May, 1840, passed sundry resolutions 
which we bislisve are derogatory to the* Christian splrifc— and 
which substantially deprive every lay-member in the Chta-eh of 
his right and privilege of «iffra|;e,.and le^eqiaUy tho; <;Q)0|<»d 
brethren, who are deprived of their personal ^oui^^ty. ai^ i^iM^.i, 
Aad, whereas* tre, as a portion of iU»at Church,, «fe aow raffer- 
iag the just reproach of &0se high-^handed^ Keave&-d«iQ|f meair 
sores— therefore, i ; _ ; -i i 
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. .Reisolvod, Tii*tTe utterly deny the right of the General 
ConfereucG to authorize the Presidents of our Annual or Quar- 
terly Conferences to dictate, or determine couclusively, the 
kind of business that shall be brought before them, or prevent a 
free discussion and expression on such subjects aa the members 
shall think proper to act upon. 

Resolved, That we believe the attempt to invest the Presi- 
dents pf our Annual or Qnarterly Conferences with such 
powers, is contrary to all parliamentary rules among civilized 
mieu, where a representation is admitted — is subversive of the 
dmest ri^^hts of the laity, and is without a parallel, except in 
tiie Moaa^ of £opery and despots. 

Resolved, That casting out and excluding seventy thousand 
brethren from our Church tribunals, who will be competent 
witnesses in the great day of judgment, (for God hath received 
tbcan), exposed to all the li^t and injury that malevolence 
can inyent — and placing beyond the avail of appeal^importu- 
fu: recess, mil blacken the page history, and do despite 
to the spirit of God, 

Resolved, Thajk while our nation and our Church thus con- 
tiisae to Tob, afflioi and oppress, with the heaviest oppression, a 
portion of «ar race, and of lurod^s chosen people, we cannot hope 
to wei^ the jns$ ittdgment of heayein npon us. 

The jPjesiding JSUder, ^tholemew Otheman, refused to let 
the Conference yote on these resolutions, and abruptly adjourn- 
ed the Conference with the benediction. But no one left the 
room bfit himself o 0. Scott, preacher in charge, wus called to 
th^ ch^air ; ai^d ^e resolutions were passed, by a rising vote', 
iVO^mQusly. There was present, in aU, near thirty official 
members. 

A resolution wa^ added declaring that they, would not pay 
• Pre^ding Elder, who denied them the right to express an 
QpW09 op. ihfi Mtion^o^ the General Conference, or the subject 

Hie session of ihe New-England Conference commence ! 
aio^ jR^ldr, in tibie clt^ of X^well. The writer was recommend- 
ed^ J^:l^tChar9h^ for ftdmisdpon into the traveling ministry. 
YThen my case was presented to the Conference j these resolu' 
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tions ^em introduced agninst me, as I had voted for them. 
Tb« effect was, an excited discussion, in whioh many thinga 
were said against my admission,. .but more against the Qui^ter- 
ly Conference with ■whom I acted. 

Before the Conference adjourned that day, ^iabop Soula ap- 
pointed a meeting of the official board for the evening. We 
met. Bishops Hedding and Soule were present. Th^y 
labored hard to induce the "Board" to retrftct, explain, 
qualify their aption. But it was in vain. And after 12 jo'<dwok 
at night, the Bishops' retired. Bishop jSoule said ss he stood 
in the doorway : " To these brethren J will now say, that their 
action has arrayed them against the authorities of ^he Q^wrch, 
and with my present light I do not- now t^ee, l»osr I can oq^isiit* 
entlj appoint a preacher to thi^ charge." - 

The next day, he appointed a meeting of the male members 
to be held in the evening. But they sustained the action of 
the Quarterly Conference, although tijie Bi^op am? ojthj^S, 
labored until midni^t to persuade them to adopt a qontxaiy 
coarse. Notwithstanding aU this, Orange Scoit was appointed 
to^that station. But an impression was made on t2ie Sli^gp'i 
mind, and an inflr.ence exerted upon the Church, not easy to 
be effaced. Time proved 

Daring this year, the health of the pastor, O. Soott, foiled, 
and the Church was served by Abram D. Merrill, until flie 
ConfersBoe met in Jaly, 184.'{. The Church then reijucirted 
to be left unsupplied t)y the Jfiiahop. But lie appoint^ 'ttev. 
J. A. Merrill. This the brethren thought oppraasive a&d a 
Tiolation of their rights, to which it was incoBSStott iox ihom 

submit, and aeeordingly the official Boatd mi^ wbA aBer 
exohanging Views on the tmbieot, passed fdHbwinJ^ t^»- 
luiion : ' ' ^ 

" Resolved, That though we have the utmost «onfidenfi« in (he Rev 
Jcseph A. MerrilUjiad though we 8hoal4iiave rejoiced in. hl'^ ^pwfyit 
titeni to thii fttatiosi, ha4 'me reaueisfed the app0j&J^e>]t.ot;/i^ pr«d^cl!»T 

having xaadj* ,4 ai!ra«gism«id; vltU Aei&cr^^ Si.ii«w^M«af^|i<Ti^/Md 
27 
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m there are iiaportant priuoipleB mvolved in this arrsugement, -wq 
mwat, however reluctantly, decHuo to resseive Bro. Merrill the pre 
Bent Conference jear." 

This resolution was passed by yeas and nays, and the vote 
stood, yeas 33 — nays 5. After the ptissage of the resolution, 
it was voted to lay the resolution, with a statement of the facts, 
before ihe whole Church, males and females, and let them, by 
vote, afl&rm or reject it. Accordingly, on the following Sab- 
bath ^ the Chnrch members were all requested to stop after the 
close of the aftenioon service, and they were told what the 
brethren had done, and were requested by vote to confirm or 
reject it. The resolution being read and a rising vote taken, 
of males and femaiea, the whole CJhurcb present, it was carried, 
nine only voting in the opposition. 

Soon atwr this, a large meeting of the Society was held, and 
Orange Scott, then resident in Newbury, Vt., was chosen pas- 
tor. Subsequently, Luther Lee, then editing the New-Eng- 
land Christian Advocate in Lowell, occupied the desk In 
Zi<to*a Herald of Aug. 25, 1841, J. A. Merrill, the rejected 
preabher iund his colleague, made a communication to the public, 
firohi which t&e followiog are extracts : » 

" Persons connecting themselves with the M. E. Church, 
voluntarily give up the right of selecting their ministers ; ana 
preachers uniting with the itinerant ministry, relinquish their 
ri^t of dioonng their congregations ; and this is understood to 
be done, both by ministers and people, in consideration of the 
a^Tt^tages and privileges secured to them by the itinerftncy ^ 
The people have a right to petition and ask for particular inin- 
iflters, and it is tlie acknowledged duty of the stationing authori- 
tsBS to oi^iiBider and erant these petitions, b6 far us it can be 
done o<nMastently'wiw the interests the whole work, and of 
tiliis ^ese autjiorities must judge. Both the preachers and peo- 
ple have a right to petition, out to select and demand is not 
Methodism. 

/ Upon the whole, then, if the expedition we have given of the. 
df^itrapw of Methodism be correct, if the bn^ihreax rcdEemd to, 
luK«e^jtmu!6ei»iod ox xejested the aatJumties of Iku Chureh, as 



HISTORY or AMERICAN 6LAVEr-.Y AND METHODISM, 331 



the facts adduced abundantly show-— and if the efforts made to 
bi ing back these brethren to Methodist ground have proved un- 
availiag, we must conclude, that ihey have departed from 
Metuodi8m, and have seceded or withdrawn from the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. This is the position, therefore, whicli they 
now sustain to the Chm-ch. 

We wouid have it distinctly undersstooiJ, that alihotigh the brkh- 
ren referred to, are not, while maintaining tiieir present pbsition, 
recognized as members of the M. E. Churchy yet such as shall, 
within what we judge to be a reasonable time, signify to us t^eir 
desire so to be considered, and satisfy us that they will adhere 
io the regulations of the Church while they are membfcrs, wiU 
have their names attached to such classes as it may be most 
convenient for them to attend. 

From the attention we have given the whole subject, we axe 
satisfied that what we have written, is literally and substantiallj' 
correct. J. A. Mekrill, 

A. D. Sargent, 
Preachers in charge of the M. E. Churches in Lowell. 

Having heard the foregoing read, and having knowledge of 
many of the most important facts referred to, I belierd 
such facts to be correctly stated; the doctrine of theJML. 
Church in regard to stationing preachers truly exhibited ; and 
agree that the seceding brethren sustain the postibn to the M, 
£. Church as above declared. 

P. Crandau,^ P. E.^* 

Thus were a Iwge number of Christians excluded from 
Church fellowship, by the act of tjiose whom they never acr 
%:&owledged as their pasters, those only being excepted^ 
should submit to their authority at their discretion ; i. e. withia 
what ire judge to be, a reasonable time." And all this wa^ e^- 
dorsied by the Presiding Elder, and confirmed by BisuhopSf Hi- 
ding and Waugh. The first, stated that b^ ooujd apipuat^i^ 
one to St. Paul's, nntil Mr. Merrill ^ould recaU hia daola^ 
tion, proBOuneing them out of th» Church, as it was ai» oflfeiib} 
act with which he could not interfere ; and the latter, ih hj^- 
ing of the writer, expressed & sioular opinion at the ^jp^i|l^Seid| 
Cp&fdFe|iee 1842, in answer .io sundry qugstionii pr^^pMeid by 
J. A. M«rriU, 
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Fttrtlier tictaU is BnaeaesBary. No ojao will surprised at 
fiMirt of seoefision, withiu two years, or that it took away 
** two-tf lirdfi of tibe mflt> members, two Buperintendants, and 
Sfteejt teaohers of the Sabbath-echool, and eight or ten of the 
class leaders." 

Dqring the ^ri»g <^ 1843, amall Weideyan Chnrohes were 
&nned in Cinoinnati, O., Chestnut Ridge, N- Y., New-York 
dty, Oolumbi&, O., Knssel, O., New-Garden, la., Sandusky 
e?ty, 0., P^qua, 0., Syraouse, N.Y., Elkland, Pa., Pittsburgh, 
Pa.^ Worthingtpn, Mass., Springfield, Mass., North Ferris- 
hoTgt Yt., and many other places hereaiWr to be mentioned. 

B^ideti these, seyeral individual secessions occurred, prior to 
the tJtica Convention, of whom may be mentioned, Samuel 
Sa^burj and John Watson, from the Geneseie Conference; 
Cyrus Pru)4l9) of the Troy Conference, a deservedly popular 
minister m the M. E. Chtrrch, for twenty-two year ; his broths 
Lym^n Frindb, E. S. Potter, of Hadley, Mass., Wm. P. 
White, of the N. E. Conference, and Geo. May and Alaoson 
l^itham, two of the ablest members of th.o Providence Confer- 
enoe. With these sketches of secessions up to May, 1843, Uie 
way is prepared to present to notice the eall for the Utioa Con- 
Tention, wUh the proceedings thereof. 

ifi C A l» . . , « 

^ " The undersigned were appointed at the Mdover Copren- 
tion, held £*eb. 1, 1843, a Committee to fix upon the most 
suitable place, and issue a call for a General Convention, to be 
held on tibe 31st of May, to form a Wedleyan l^ethodist 
Cburo)^. Pursnaiut to the above appointmejit, we now annonnca 
titat th^ Convention vSl be held at Utioa, Xi. Y^, that- time. 
All seceding Methoduts, and other Chrii^an believers, who are 
itt fiiiror «f rormt&g ti, Church fihee from Episcopacy and Slave- 
x^/aad embraeinj^ a system «f ititteranoy,'itn^ef' ph>pe^Hmita- 
taiHW ai^ rwtdictiotts, with such disciplinary regcdatio&s as mm 
9^Wfrj preaerre axid pron^Cflo es^peri^eam an4 praeti^al 
ffO«t|men,^are invited to b$ present and cp.rO]>erate witl^ 
IstoA^n of such Ch^^ 

S,R. Jackson. , : ,1 , • 
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'* The Conventiou met. It was Cfailed t<^ order by Kev. J. 
Horton — Rov. O. S^oott was appomte4 Chairmftn, pro. tem., 
and Rev. L. R. Sunderland was tippoiotcd Secretary, pro tem. 
Prayer was then offered by Rev. Cyrus Prindle, late of the 
Troy Conference, A Committee was then appointed to nomi- 
nate officers for the Convention, consisting of L. Lee, T. Jones, 
W. Wiggin, L. Pri«dle, L. C. MatJack, C. W. Moore, J. Wat- 
son, R. MoMurdy, and M. Swiffc. The Committee, after & 
abort absence, reported the following names ; 

For President, O. Scott ; for Vice-Presidents. E. Smith and 
J. Hoiion ; for Secretaries, R. McMurdy and r. R. Sawyer. 

The Convention now being folly organized, proceeded to the 
appointment of Comipittees. , 

The Convention then adjoi^rxxed to 3 o'clock, af^ar prayer by 
Bro. omith. 

Convention met at 3 o'clock. Prayer by Bro. Sunderland. 

Bro. E.' Smith, from the West, addressed the Cdnvenfion at 
some length, in a most interesting and tiirilling fanner. 

A. Hughes, from Syracutie, N. Y., next ropke. 

Bro. C. G. Case, of Fulvon, N. T., made a few remaa^cs. 
He gave a brief history of the cause in his neighborliood. 

Bro, Swift, from Michigan, then addressed the Convention. 
He said he was a delegate from the Wcsleyan Anntial'eonfe#- 
cnce that had been formed in the West. He gave a histoi^^ of 
their origin ; they commenced operations soon After Me^^o- 
dist Anti-Slav3ry Convention in New- York, two jeits ago last 
fall, having got discouraged in tryuag to purify the Church of 
Slavery. In their commencement; and eWn up to within a few 
months, they hhi sirred much from the inflnenoe of Bro. O. 
Soott, and other leading abolitionists in ike East, in conseduence 
of their remaining in the Chtiroh, but now, he thanked GkK^ 
their eyes were t»pened. They commetioed with but ihreie naiin- 
isteri^ and One hundred members, and now ^ey numbered 
twenty ministers, and from twelve to fifteen hundired membenk'' 

The next morning, elUr some preliminary b,:^«ui«ai, Bra 
Sootii, in oonj^ianee with a previous vote of the Oonvaitioii^ 
gave ea addresB. 

He ikeioibed -&e rise and pirogress of the anti-darevy^ 
xi\eat, of a mutezlj manner ; «nd ^en glaat^ a^ di^^i^larao^ 
t|^. aiul piH>sf(M#)of thet preaei^aeoMBimi. : li^ e^oili^ Aj^p«4 
stlcrod^aU heutSL. - > 
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Without entering into any detail of the prooeediogs at Utica, 
I tjbali present the general results arrived at. The following 
comprisas a roll of the delogatea present : 

"xiCHtl. OF MEifnERS OF THE UTICA CONTSNTION." 

" Massachusetts. Boston — O. Scott, Jotham Horton. 
J. K. Wellman. Andover — Luther Lee, Daniel Saunders. 
jL^omU — ^As» Hall, A. W. Moulton, J. Kimball, A. T. 
Nute, L. Himto-ess. Leydm — J. Tate, B. N. Bullock, 
i-jrim — A. Lummus. Goskeik — W. Willcott. HadJey — E. 
S, Pottp-. ' Rockport—C. 0. Towne. Mawkti—W. King. 
Brewstej'-^E. D. Bsailey. Charlmoni — E. D. Hawkes. 
jDuxhvrif — A. Josselyn Sheffield — 0. Smith. Springfield — 
R, £I1q)«f. — — — Eliaha Bailey. 

New- York. ISfewYork City~^h, R. Sunderland, Wm. 
Braine, J. J, ^praiue, G. F. Nsedham, D. Harris, J. Timber- 
man. Z7/»co~G^. P^ler, J. Brown, H. Newland, J. Cunninff- 
hanm H. Bushnell, W. C. Rogers, D. Donaldson, A. Hanna, J. 
Wrattau, J. Lindiey, J. P. Swift, Geo. Batsford, J. Miller, 
Wesley Bailey, Wm. G. Miller. Richfield— IS . J. Alpin. 
T^r«— J. Beadle. Columbia — ^W. D. ArmstroBg. Clay — 
A- FeUoffB, J. Adams. Bme — G. Stedman, N. Shepherd. 
F^tltoR — C. 6. Case. Syracuse^K. J. Fritoher, A. Hughes, 
M. Merrick, Wm. Wesoott, C. Merrick, S. F. Green, E. 
Hunt, Jdm Co&irad. Suffalo'^. Barton. Prtkk — H. 
Nprth, Naihl. Good^rin, B. C- Cooper. Aihol—S. H. Foster. 

— W.Clark, iJ. Clark. Xoclpoff— T. HaU. Winfitld^.GoS. 
P^m Yanh-^A. Bin<|nnan, A . jESgetow, R. Bennett. Camdm--' 
Lyn»a Stddman, Wm. S. Tuttie. Boyul^im^. SiUej^ A. 
Wmetm. StM» .faik-^W, Wwk,^ £>ifrhm--^h Hubbard, 

burv. SvMg Sing-—]. Dvaagy. Fowler — M. Mitchell. De 
KaW-^TJ SpiffofA: I>tB Witt—Vi, J. Ward, A. Harrower. 
JlfeafcSW^^ A: «. Wing. Wett C*tf*y— H. MeKee, Pier- 
»<mf— Wflliam W. Stirriker. Cazenovia-—l?hilo Ferria. 
Jki^m^^^-^^ Nwth^p. Cxmgi^'r-^. Watso^x. , jRfStww-r-W. 
Bi^rtj B Jpnirt .P<wjA*«5pa»e— JT. II. Tucker.^ £ai<w~-B. 
i\ Moitel' ilioiiias Sims. Lifhon—L. iCing, jKdw. Gouldi 
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Mitchell. JVewburg—S. C. Griffing. J?alA— P. Norris. 
Augusta—S. Kies. Frankfort— i. P, Weaver, H. Cot>iiclge. 
Thorning—H. H. Joiiason. Brockett Bri4ge — F. W^ay. 
Vernon — L. Eastman. lAtckjield — J. Raymond. Solon — A. 
Wyer. RochMter-~\). Richards. Howkd—J. Kitchel!, 
BouHirdS, HsU. Reefer—A. De Lap. Lock Mfri-^U, 
Norton. Groton—E. P. Rowe, P«//<m--U. F. Bradford. 
Middi^bwu — A, Hayward. Le Roy — R. Randolph R. Pen- 
neU. Lafnyette—C. L. Webb. Chazy—M. Fist. 

Pennsylvania. Fittsburgh — E. Smith. Alleghany— J. 
Jonea. Philadelphia — G- W. West, D. Young. Camptom 
— S. G. Palmer, H. McKinney. 

Ohio. Trby—R. McMurdy. Clevehnd-^N. Bond, J. H. 
Gorhara. 

Vermont. JPau}let-~C. Prindle. Ponkney — ^L. Priadle. 
Bridg^.port — ^E. G. Drake. Mt. Tabor— B. Shaw. 

CoNiJECTicuTT. KUUngby — Geo, May. Emtford — A. 
Latham. Tolland— C. W. Moore. Strat/ordr—S. Biers. 

Rhoue Island. Providence — L. C. Matlack, P. R. Saw- 
yer, S. R. Jackson. 

New>Hamp8hire. Newington — J. W. Wiggin. 

Michigan. Nankin — Jrfarcus Swift, Granlane — Wm M. 
SuDivan," 

The nofii important husmeas, and thai whieh mostly ocoa« 

plihe for the goyemment of the ConnectioQ,. It was the pn)> 
duction of much caiifefnl tboisght, and thorough dttcusaoQ. , Bui * 
its partioalal: feataree need not be inlrodueeu to fi«tio«) hei». 

The points of diffisrenee l>etween it and the diseipliiic of the 
M. E. Charoh, were numerous, Laying respect botli fxj the 
moral sentiments and the eoelesiastioal eooaomy Of t&e Chorchds. 
They will be better midemtood by bcnag mentioned in eoittrait 
with the provisions of ^ Episcopal Methodist ee<momy. 

The twMitrf-flve Articles of Religion were^revieed^ and some 

* _ , i , i kl* — e-xV. 

do^!^B«ti ' Sey«r&I artielos wore stmcjk oa^ whieh <»ily »|med 
a Mbiike «t ewtaki tenets of the Romish Chvroliyss it ii^ 
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thought ooly desirablo to express what should bo believed, 
rather j^an enter into a detail of errors to be rejected. 

The old discipline did not prohibit the traffic in intoxicating 
djrin^) 9nd allowed their use without any restriction^ except in 
the e&ss of ^iritnons liqnors, and the^e were allowed, if judged 
neeessarj",, by the individual. Tha new, prohibited the 
manufacturing^ l^tji^gj seUing, or i^n^ intoxicating liquors, 
nidciss^ |j^r jq^eohanica^ oluemioal, or medicinal purposes ; 
9r, w »ny way^ ii;i^tic/naUy «^ knowingly, pdiog o^ers so t© 
do. 

The oy diseipline 4ii not prohibit slaveholdbg, nor the buy- 
ing and selling of slaves. The new, forbid the buying or celling 
of mil, mnam 6r dhildren, with mi luteution to eiwlave 
them; or holdSfig ^em as slaves ; or churning that it is so 
td do. : ■■ -'^ , , . , ^ - 

TJbe i)ld diseijpliiie provided for a General Conference one* 
in foiir years,' to consist df ministers only, to be elected b/ the 
ministers of ^h Ani^ual Conference, according to .t^e nipn- 
b«r of ite inE(i^asj^i^«ir-~h»Ri3^ po^*^? Tnie&, ind 

regulations for the Church i. e. people "and! ministopfi^ Th* 
new, provided for a General Conference once in four years, to 
cdnmst if eqpnA utotbefflif namsAenl sixti:hi^ .it^b^ t9 be 
ei(»et^'by'thd iAini«t^ aad laymen of eaeh .Ye)i«!yConfeii«|iedj 
ae(i^i#^'1(>1&^ nimb«ar of m^nil^ €diiirehe^->-a]]o!wittg 

}^4»eil0 V^MM ^^^^ :^i&al^-^])«luige of t ii^ fl|Qe«lt09» U^m»^ 
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powe» to decide all questions of law, with do appeal to the Con- 
ference from his decisions. Haying also the absolute control of 
all the Churches and ministers in the Connection, who must 
receive such preachers, or go to such places, as he judged best. 
The new, made the Yearly Conferences to consist of an equal 
number of ministers and laymen, who elected their own Presi- 
dent, and appealed from his decisions at pleasure. They also 
appointed a Eftationing Committee of six, ministers and 
laymen, under the following constitutional directions, as to their 
duty: ' ^ 

" Te station the r k ts, confirming, as far as .practicable, 
all arrangements maa. iween preachers and people ; provid- 
ed, that ho preacher shaii remain on the same station or circuit, 
in any case, more than th^ee years sueoeodtely ; nor be re- 
turned to tie same circuit or station, until after an intermissloti 
of three years, £if stationed thepe three 8ucce«|!^ve years ;] sad 
provided, ^sOj .that no preaciier shall be appointed to any 
statibii or circuit, contrary to the expressed widies of the cir- 
ctdt w station. ' ' ~ 

They shall rs^seive the TejMr^ntatiQns of tlie ^^>eBc^er8 «iid[ 
Iftjr d^egafce* ;: Aijid after , fixjing appphatmexits, and rending 
them o^it in ,««n ear!^ part of tjie coniferfince, the pr^s^phets 
lay members shall have the privilege of ai^ apped to ^ie coin- 
ffJrenoe froia the rieport of the statlpnu^g' Committee.** 

Without pursuuag this contrast any furtiier, it is only p9e«^ 
sary to say, that the olerical supremacy, associated with ^e 
classification .of Christian miaisteni as biK&opB} elders aniddea- 
eoB8, with ttntimitd^^e^^tke, e3»cative atid jtidi(*ted autk^rt'* 
to over the whole Chujrch,w»s at oace,aad forever, i»jeotfed by 
the W^eyan econoioy. Aiid that, it reepgaiwd, by doBStita 
F^mmt ^i^, i^arity fff tfce ^niHwstfy,; s^aid «#<^ 

tlie.aaleBclton 6£ Uieis ]>utofS'«3id''tIie a^mioirtri^ioo W';^^ 
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f'iiAPTEK III. 

KiqMERj;CAL STHr' rj-j^H— PASTORAL ADERESS ^T'OSITipN OF THE 

JREjWKMJe3p' . iETHOm.STS CLOSE OF TfiE ICONVENTXON- 

jPrevior. .• . j the Conveixtton for organizaiion, the editor of the 
True^. »<iyao, reqjiestei all who desired to unite with the 
propos' . VVesleyaa Connectiou, to send ia by the delegs 3a, or 
bjr If or, their number and location. Being an assistant Sec- 
ret^ /, I had dhitrge of the domniunleations of this oharaotcr, 
ar - 'foutfd that the whole number of members was 6,000. 

w«re spread oyer a vast territory, stretching from Maine 
«0 Mkibigan, and fr(»ai the Northern Lakes to Mason and 
XMxo«¥ lini. ■■ A Cotamittee was appointed to arrange the 
wlf6le ijrdtls. rafco lax Yearly Conferences: A liother Committoe 
was appointed to station the preachers. This task was accpnt" 
pfejhe4;.*ith jwaqh labor^ yet to gen^^ , 

'iTha Ca&veiitlon also issued Pastorid Address, w;hioh^ fcff 
kft ir^ mattti^d statements i>f the character, condition, 'and 
pi^eldts 'of il^ ' ConaepUon, well as its relation io the 
movement as the first of its class, deserves a place in this 
narrative. 

r,.. .V ^ \ PASTORAL ADCaBSS ■'■ " 

<&«.Coi^ti«Ml)^n ammUed 4^ Utica^ N.. Y^- ilav 31, 1843, fm tik* 
purpoit of orgdnizmg thi Wesfeyan Method^ Chur^A. , 

f^^r^h^forft^iKft jeiiTft to'mij^^ of lab^,'if|>'fid*' 

drd^^od on tfie subject of its ha^py isiiae,^ and the dal^ 
prd^ects thai'H'e' before, us^ 

first <)f aH; W6 wbii^^ acMovJ-le^ the go66Ki^"^%^ 
Heavenly J^ther, in fevomg as' with th» Bivitid'presMobj MiA 
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60 largo a measure of consolation, fellowship and oommunion et 
the Holy Spirit, diiri?;; the deliberations of the Conrention. 
We can truly say, God has been vith na, our spirits have bseu 
refrcdied, and the delib'jrations of the Convenlion have been 
marked by that brotherly kindnass, and unanimity of fcelinf^, 
which is ta be expected, among mm asssmbled from such wide 
extremes, only when tbc fellowfihip of the Spirit b thfe bend of 
uiiion, and the glory of God thi objoct at which all aim. 

We would congratulate yott in view of the newtejation in 
which tae action of the Convention places you to each other, 
and to the Christian world. We are now an organized Chris- 
tian cotnmunity, and have an existence and a name amohg the 
sister Churches of mr country ; and though we are the youngs 
est of them a]l, aiid small in comparison with many of Ui<^my^yet 
we trust in God that we shall so adhore to the spirit and ti-uth 
of primitive Christianity, and so subsist upon the * sincere milk of 
the Word,* that wft Siall soon be equal in proportions, strength 
and iu^fdl&ess, to the oldest^ and never surpiaissed by those 
wiio may horeafter bo added to the «ommo& &tnily. <^ Most of 
those who at present compose the New Connoction, ItM'd beeh 
mciibera of the M. Church, and have for years been looked 
upon and treated as reflectory children^ rebelling i^lnst the 
kwftd authority of dnt lifother's fam^y ^eWnfint, but this 
(&ft^^ 4»t4 iioionj^r bs preferred sg$iDet m. * 'Vfe «**»'now bf 
lafwfial Ago, and have watered upon the TOt^MmsibiKtios of i 'i£sa. 
tioct oomnranityv to^o govemsd upon jprineiples more-in tua^ 
cordance with our views of primitive Cnristianity, and we be- 
liov9 bette^r adapted to Ihe security of individual rights, and Ic/ 'the 
generdi development of ChristiiaQ zeal and enterpree throtigh^ 
out the tninistry 'and membenAip; We may still respect our 
Mother fbr the gocA a&e lias dohe ia ihh moM^ And for th6 
biainB|^ '!^h^r«trithl«he has blessed of ob ; but tmiio 
lol^ervaokllOWI(^^ btlr '«di^hority, aad trith ^kdr t)ppre«^on of 
the poor, %ith 'tier ^nipting herself with Skveiy. and^wttK the 
arbifcni^y'featoi«B <rfiier>g^^ ii^' «ta I^TC 'ntf S^W- 

ntnieil ^^MtUsaSM ¥Nit<|t%8, %%ale% iH^^ 

ble Ht'li^ddismi aS^ xLim of ns: ipv^ liivc4, itt t*e# of 

«ISoh'fe;'j6ii^6df <3i^ f&r tlieisi^ of-.'t^lf^ 
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unftniioocl to btdld her up. Did wet leave behind the vsluable 
features of Wasleyan Methodic, we shoiikl ^ink we were 
makiog li saoiifico indeed^ but sach is not the oase ; we retain 
ail that is essential to it, all that is peculiar to thu whole fiunily 
of Weeleyan Methodists in Europe and America, while we hare 
Arown off those peculiarities which distinguish the E. 
Church from the o&er portions of the Wesiejran fimlly. 

The most important changes which Wo have made, consist in 
<!lur lispudi&tion of all eonneotion with Slavery and daveholders, 
and our rejection of the prer6gati7e sr^stem of Episcopacy, and 
in theie it cannot be pretended that we have saer^d^ any 
«flSoni^ part oi Weslsyan Metibodisra. That our divorce from 
^Slavery kind 8?&'''eholders cannot be considered a sacrifiee of 
'W«^eiyuiism l& plidn, since its foundi»r said, that * Slarory is 
the Sim of all viU&ioies^' and that * men-buyers* [slavehold* 
ers,] *are exjiotl/ cn a level widi men««teale]!8.' Nor can it 
be cotttende^t ih&t Ej^iscopacjis anypaH of Wedeyaii Method* 
ism, for It ferais no part of the economy of thd' Weslsyan CW* 
iteotioii in Eorofie «nd Canada, but id peotdiar Ho tiie Metiiodist 

Chwah m tftis eowtixy. 
r W« may ^teo eongratc^kto ourselve^y dtk tlto ground of 
hivving )«tun6^ aU lhai Is ^BBeniial td the idesti^^ Sfe, body 
«Otd SWiI ef 'WiS^yan Methoc^, whiie'we littve i^rttted «ttr- 
ftdveft ham aDttie of ita «l>jee^i»l^ leattu^, which luave htiea 
«^gr«^^ iap0tt it in this ooutttty, and whi(^ hnvto, from ttm«hto 
iimQ44iBliu'Pod »td ndt^teid tho M. E. Choreh its o(Kani« 
jiatioB tO'fibie^presdndiay. ^ 

Tho wottdCHefid^BiQlBoate of M. E. OksiNili iEf r^«rd«i, by 
napy, w ploof posithn^^, tiuit Eplw(^>««y; is^n^ iA theory, and 
;im^ wi^it £Sl[kv«i^ not tj^riMOg; 'in pi«0^.^ vl^hia^'liowevfiir, is 
withos^ ff»f^i ffom 4b6 Ikot JHf otltodpBk hm been «({tially 
finqecfs^ m other .oou9tne0> white iinet^'^hM fbeeo'wd'l^iiwo- 
p&i WdittitA 4i9 «ii«^e9y and- lo|tt«^ pad 
m m/^, if'^qmvo^as of^lti# 4f . Bi €%«PoIi %r«o be «<H 

paoy,<mwiiat prmciidett arewro to aeeotmt its newoest, w|h^ 




ciliSffriwsJs Wk4 force i<itli wJii^ ihey I»9»,,tlwft^8(pi»fMikedI]PiB<* 

i^roar liQr4 Jesns: Cjbrist, i^at has ^pveitd inronadii Hii pe(»lU«r 
halo of glory, and rei>derediti »o omdeali m gaJ&Anj^ mbB io 
Gbrifb) ci:ownmg i^verj effort iHtii finiit^ au luiwiibd £ciw;,:%!t%isb 
Slavery i;^B e^, ai|id>an juopedioieoiiiia^ .wi^ Qf .'&^ 
of the Church, bat few will deay ; and if snooess has orowcod 
har efforts, lo8i4e4 ^is iiatolenhle v^^t of fwri^^ 
what ittay vra not look foif, fi^n ti^e e&rtsof areligjdnaiDoiaKio^ 
wty holding the, mmo pare dootrittes, oaanryhig out tlio same 
grand priaolple«, in the same j^irit of seal ifudracdorj waAed 
md redeeimed fi^m thu eves frutfbl s(»uree of polhrtioa / 

Brethren, ire itra now hafr BBuiU iuBiBamheri' in- ebtnpsrison 
wiith uany otiier. dieaonunations^ kaJk r6inep}»r that we have 
joat - entered upon eisistoo&i and hare cooKnienoed oiir oaree? 
mtb ifaller develieqpmeBterGf life, and etvonge^ pnABatioiui^ iJua 
^d most or aE of our older ssteM, when mey,. lUE« ioazaelT^ 
firtiitsiiimQd^e fOi^nsyiMU^ 0K8niied..aad dtttisM^4»m-' 
bem of the Christian^^^ily. Instead«f ibeiaii^tdti^isayto^^ 
view.of ORF present QBa]lke^^ woipt^^ to4haak04!^and1^ 
oicmraffft,?on theigionad'tbaiiwe arew ^rtrcmg, aod.tluit «o jaaay 
W0«bi«n>fomuita osonseontte thsininlveB to tii« 4»S8tf^ @ 
aaoid hnmai^tyi ' omudee the oiroanstaaMf 4iie 

ota»^:^9.fommdki i3B^^ that^havo. bWa liroig^.^te^ 
Bgamt^ ig8y:4md "Ihe ffivovioitttidf m^iiktoA the 
strengtii of long»«heriihsd eonneotionB^w«ro io^lr npoir oar <pr&- 
8dniAUiBbefB^vthe;<^b^r«it<«vid^^ it tkm poime iii 
oiple^and ail a afcro«g<MHimme8^oC,/^^.i^ .^iMit 
thei#aei( My^X anr ^ A Ik^e^ejhafi hi9eon^«>l3ioga- 

sand, and a BOMiil.oae a strong aataoa.' Oar priaeiples ar««C 
Qod^and'TfUi-fravttii rw'^:^^ ^ \ .n, ,>hi-}-> 

asdf irialn^ iaen&esf'Init tlMMi '«^^««a db«m 

the ^OlMWg MOillMliiCili^^ 



W4^- il$iw(i £l<<mr «Ii»ritet«ni ai« «»Afle<l; if feel th»i oitr 

tm^h s Wbiti If ottr^iaotirdB ii^ imimgii«d,*'«o long^ its God 
HMid8(i!&« iiMtfii ^ What the irapatstions if some of tw dbotikl 
bel>%hlBd/sb long ss wa kaow tliftt the glory remains, yet to 
iM MYibalwk^ .iritii whibhithe loflB of all <hi earth cannot orai- 

sB^^ breUiittin^- ve deem it pn)per 1^ e^tttitm yva agaiaet in. 
dd^ittj^ iniw improper ^irit tovrards those fk>m whom yoii may 
rsemve mong tre«tm«Bt. . Thoagii tre iro«i^> haivfr ytm fearless- 
ljr» M all' dttca, speak the^ trutii in the lorn of it, yet"we itrast 
jOM will mi&i JKa^kBr ievii foi«aTU!, ar oppoie » intter spirit vith 
the iwaeiiH temper of misdJ Yoit must expect -to be nasrep- 
reeeittedi and hare yonr imotcvoe im^a^ed those ^o remiub 
m the- Mi. E. Church osnoott Im expected to appmciate yom 
rearfaiu»l^n' JMW«uiatt; did ihey, titey^irMiid'Moir yottr ek&m« 
ple><^e&ee they vSi ;be led to irweni reasons fw ym»i coarse 
otW;tlwBriiie uotates of an enHg^teoed' judgment and honest 
cmifleieBae; and tibey irffiTdo as a»rexeaBe lor their own 
ooinei,. Jfotoify se^hnt iUie histOiry of the psi^^otTS'that^ 
mcndieini of fabjx rd^g^oas ^oemmismity ■ aw -wonti to <fe^ less 
fnatG«MI»p^iDr mcedars from illamr mm 6^ aKd> ?ihrar 

Ij^eawndi polwy) i« «pttto nakm ilntterisad (perseonlits^ ■ to««rds 
each, thaiLt(Hrard&<diher hnmefaes of theiSnard^whoM^woeh 
fnnth»ijremo«Dd; firom ftbdr^jeommoft Tssm; iWe Jcb not no^ 
lAy w^y thisiB s^ nor do ire Bay::that^ife iirT^ghs,:lmt only<ad-i 
Veii ta;itr»o a {sot| wfaioh titeds: aoa» 'ii|^t^& the timtaMaat 
wUeh wftahalir«ll-^ probacy, fi«m BttUiiy of 0Qrjfi)raiier 

assoeialeayifiritb .weifaaara takear. sweet ominart ha days 

Bttt, bre^iren, le^ none of these thinss move fou.;' you' hive 
ai^Mng^to fiMrtet,ytMmdms $ yonvwilf not $b»'«ste8Ted fiitalr 
lyfynolBSBitt^bfti l^tyottr itna ^bea^l? iHTonuivffl net W dnvm 
i«l»3«iii. i^e» It shail'^riby f1Mlrmm^mmooai^6M** ) Le^n^ 
t}»Bn^«xh^'3^>taba .omflbttit; ih jswve^?gapA mn^^la^ jio^mf > 
staat 'miKmta. aadmil t^^aea^^B^^teiOiifb^ 

a8^^^iTdfid(ii%>U)f{««a»^ ol^ 



jKarcair or ahericak^ slavery ams mtethosmm. SNtd 

ftnr leadtog ojb^eeito^ wtrrthj o£ tl^e bMt «fibrta «^ «Tety <^rli}> 
tian. . Your /iist efibrta aro^ of ootirad, <Ib8 to' ihB laeitiuititoise 
of tiiQ nmistr^ons of tdith in y«mr oira ueighboriiowda. i* In 

aaly of othb^^ jcrt lii<»«>irlw cdn be dbnte&ted without tHe r&ga^ 
lar prii^Ueg^q of aanct^qAry amoog themselves, viU ik>t bo 
lik^Ij to put j^ftJii much b'^jneyolent eS^p in behalf o^ others. 
Let no eflbrt^ theh, be wanting, so far alj youiave thb the ability, 
to support ihe worship of (Jod a.m6ng jmirsArGBj ioe yofi^'imn 
gQod, and the good of tlie qomninnity among whom you Uye. 
''•ha ^edemectioii with tii o «W0, wotdd «sill your attention 
tO'tho ^soie Sabbath^hoab.> i Too. mudbi impertanoeNeati^ 
aot bo,a^taofa«d; to th»i%Uj^n8'i!wtnie^a<>fvl^ ohil«U«a and 
ypu<J^ pji^ejr our oarQ ; it will do mora to banisV is^ddil^, to 
dry up feuntuna of viae, to bii^ten the prospects of (ite 
future church, and to ky die fodndatiou foir a more glorious era 
in^«tiid history of ClBrieiianity, thaii siiy otitep o&ei bhnmh-^f 
moeal. eS^.;j r '; , ; J it 'J- 

Wo also trust jfon will not be wanting iii yt^ cSbrts-to sop^ 
poiHt the cause of Mii^ns, and wa aire nappy to say that meai- 
aures are alteady in prpgroas to ^ve you an opjportuidty to show 
yoiir 'i«al in tins enterprisei '«s -you idU be -more partiealarly 
ififoiniied^&Mra^ ado4iber<eI^^ Miioy itave4adstiieir>b»i> 
iie7oi«ttee jH»tr9ii(ed M tiuB hraoob of «steMl .isSot^ for, wofeit^ a 
c^^nel;^l]^twgh whkh tQ dkreot their libera^ by. 
slbeui^i^ J a&d aa this obstacle is^ doubt not 

plilii^^ lubrd mtej(«b w^ 

^h^^aoscii 6f tbe bkc«fia^ i^^ye^ ybtf inH iaetw iforg^ nor' 
waM ym overibim >iihietcsQ8e'j(tfiTeia|>4ranMy.wfaidi 1m 'alr^ 
dm§ «) ]|>.f^^£Dc lliejfestom^ andritoMiMko. 
the wre^hed ha^py-.. , IjK a.word, we deace.that eyery, naMnber, 
of tSe Wesle^^ Coniteotio^i ahoidd noi.oatj * se^aaadvo-^ 
o&te of ^yery VriBiteb bfiutrai i^fohd^ In^tb^dt^-^eVen'^n 
th»SA»i$irsDlc,^tliitf ridttMb^^^ ,9<ittfeBiid 

yofir motifl|^<'lt^^n itrm ^u 

ag&M'^^t7''M^<it^V tliii'^ '$v^'hn Mbt^3t-pi^W6m 

iill^iq»4Ntanfibtl5^^wl6litt^ ti\&»:« ; iimac «r.eenf fa 



!i0eMi'?''|?idfi(*? *f .is«*itl»'^Tie»y:.>C^ of mMe mmcUh joa 
JiMnoaft C%rat. F«^fal lie «lm'i76dPbfeb'^9«^ ' 

Pkou:r, J. Watson, M. Swift, B*.if«i;TT." 

Wlt^ ja(^ sant^aois ike ijii^ of the prinoiple 

Banng «vi8rj stage of itite fhioe^fngs,' l£ie »idi<mtao)M of 4ee|> 
convfotiotta of duty aiud TeUgiotts fesiponabilitif as mtda 

AjB9^ttg!j^i\^ pis^nt ^t tib^9 C^RVevdon, who todt jWi atfti^ 
part hi its ddl;beraUonff, were several ministers of iJis HdimBed 
Metbollift: to Of Aesli #e late Rev. Elijah 

Bsdiey, founder of thlit 'vrgaiuza^^t, aiil bi&era^ weie b^- 
roiW 4»W^W« of Ck)p^ Their. prr^qifeB. «|B^ 

K spc w l ji ^ a^. -■ 'A^eiitgikimmk -^^^^^ tie Ji^gtt9f 
tioti of F»tker1B8a«t/«e cf»^ IPI^'lf^^ 

mkakAeiiakifl botb deiu^piuitajfloQieuJ)]; kteroloks^ wl^ea desiraifale. 
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fairiy. However disappointed some saiay have been r.t the ""att; 
of a ftivorito plan, Bono complained at the general result. The 
kindest feelings prjdominated. And the closing scene was in- 
teresting and imprtsaive. 



CHAFTEU lY. 

CONTimJED SECESSION — PUBLIC DISCUSSION BETWEEN LUTHER 
LEE, PKOF. KINGSLEVjAND OTHEHS — FIRST MISSIONARY MEF,T- 

XNG DISCUSSION RESUMED FIRST GENERAL CONFERENCEj 

CLEVELAND, OHIO— ROLL NUMBER TN THE CONNECTION 

REVISA^S OF DISCIPLINE PASTORAL APDRESS. 

Subsequent to the Couveutiou, secessions were going on con- 
stantly., adding valuable ministers and promising Churchco to 
the Wesleyan Conuection. 

A letter, dated June 28, 1843, from Seth Spraguo, sen., 
announced that himself, and fourteen others, in Dn 

Marshfield, had withdrawn from the M. E. Church, and formed 
a Wesleyan Church, 

On Sabbath day, July 9, a second Wesleyan Church was 
formed in Lowell, Mass., containing 125 members. About the 
same time a Wesleyan Church was organized m Dover, New- 
Hampshire, of fifty members. During this month, a small 
Churcb was formed in Troy, N. Y., also. 

In August it was announced through the Wesleyan, that the 
Primitive Methodist Church of Peeksklll, N. Y., with Thomas 
Burrows, the pastor, containing in aii iOO members, had umted 
with the Weeleyan Connection. • 

Tha ensuing mouth, Rev* Hirwu Cuimaiigs, of Dttxbury, 



KISTOHY or /MERICAN SLAVEr/aND METHODISM. 

Ma$s., and a large number of the M. E, Church in that place, 
withdrew and joined " the Wesleyans." 

Before the close of the year 1843, many ^ther Churches were 
formed in the Western Stiites, which 1 am not able to notice 
with the detail. Indeed, in that region, the greatest prosperity 
followed the new movement. 

A very interesting discussion, on the subject of Methodist 
Episcopacy and slaveholding, washeldin Western New-York, be- 
tween Luther Lee, of the Wesleyan, and Prof. Kingsley, and others 
of the M„ E. Church. Itcommencedon the2dof Jan iary, 1844, 
and continued four days and nights, in Portland Chataque Co., 
N. Y. The questions for discussion were— 1. Does tho 
Methodist E. Chxirch justify and sanction Slavery as it exists 
in the United States ? 2. Is the polity of the M. E. Church 
unscriptural and arbitrary } The result of this oral discussion 
was highly favorable to the new movement in that region. 

In the month of March, 1844, the first missionary meeting 
in the Wesleyan Connection, was held in the first Wesleyan 
Chapel built in New-England, at Providence, R. I. Messrs. 
HortOQ, Scott and Matlack, addressed the meeting. From the 
proceedings published by Samuel R. Jackson, Secretary, it ap" 
pears that over $200 was raised and appropriated to Home 
Mismns. 

The discussion in Western New- York, before noticed, waa 
renewed April 9, at Jamestown, on the challenge of Professor 
Kingsley, of Afieghany College. It occupied four days and a 
half, and waa participated in by Luther Lee and Edward Smith, 
on the one hand, and Messrs. Kingsley, Graham and Stead- 
man on the other. The result was, that Wesleyanism was 
more firmly established in that region, and its fbes seemed to 
lose their keen reli^ for discussion. 

Without farther detail, I oom« now to the period of '' The 
first General Conference of tho Wesleyan Methodist Churches 
in t^e United States." 

This bodj^ of Christ^aQs aad Christian miiuateis met in Clove- 
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land, Ohio, Wednesday, Oct. 3, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 
As many were not present, a temporary organization only was 
entered into. The meeting was called to order by Edward 
Smith ; and Luther Lee was appointed President, pro tem. 
Lewis Woodson was appointed Secretary, pro tem. The roll of 
the membera was made out in part, and it was announced that 
L. Lee would preach in the evening The meeting then ad- 
journed. 

In the afternoon the Conference was organized fully. O. 
Scott was elected President. He however declined serving. 
After various expressions of unwUlingness, the Conference ac- 
cepted his resignation. On a second or third balloting Luther 
Lee was elected President. 

At the first ballott, L. C. Matlack had the most votes for 
Secretary, but there was no choice. He declined being a can- 
didate for the office, and a second ballotting resulted in the 
election of Robert McMurdy. 

The President then called on Bro. Boucher to read the 
Scriptures. After singing, Bro. Boucher and Cyrus Prindle 
united in prayer. A hearty response was given to the suppli- 
cations put forth, especially in repeating the Lord's Prayer. 
A holy glow of religious feeling prevaded the Conference, which 
promised to guide the deliberations of the body to a happy 
issue. When the Conference resumed its business, it was voted 
that Lucius C. Matlack be appointed Conference reporter. 
Committees were appointed on Revisals, Boundaries Pastoral 
Address, Slavery, Temperance, Education, Missions, Peace, 
and on the Annual Conference Journals. After announcing 
the meetings of various committees, the Conference adjourned 
to meet at 8 o'clock, A. M. ' 

The roll of members, when completed, embraced the follow- 
ing delegates from the Conferences named. Some of these 
were absent : 

New-England CoNyEftENCE. Mtnisteri — ^0. Scott, J. Hor- 
toD, Geo. May, L. C. Matlack^ Wm«H. Brewster. Laymit^ , 
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S. Spragiw, J?., Wm. Blakemore, R. Elmer, J, KimbaE, S. R. 

Nrw-York GoNFEiRKNOE. Mifdstcrs — L. Lee, P. M. Way, 
S. SalflWry, W. Bailey, P. R. Sawyer;, J. Watson, R. Ben- 
nett, liid^m^ — C. G. Qase, E. Bishop, of Jamestown, N. Y., 
Isaac Gray, H. J. Fritcher, A. Haruia, H. Maetin, W. H. Pillow. 

[Geo. F^ler, a reserve) attended in place of one of these 
brethren.] 

Ohamplain Confewenge. Minuters — C. Prindle, M. Bates, 
L. King. Lajfmen — M. Stow, J. Blaisdell, M. Mitchell, J. 
Byingtpn. 

[H- McKce, a reserve, attended for M. Bates.] 

Alleghany Conference. 31iniaterg — E. Smith, J. W. 
WnUier, L. Woodson, R. B. Gardner, C. Woodruff. Laymen 
—J. H. Vincent, J. Yonng, Thps. Freeman, of Virginia, Thos. 
McKoever, A. R. Dempster. 

Miami Conference. MUnistert — P. A. Ogden, J. Boucher, 
R. Brandriff, M. Harker, S. H. Chase. Laymen — R. Mo- 
Mtffdy, John Grant, E. T. Harker. 

Michigan Conference. MiniHera — Marens Swift, Wm. 
M. Snilivan, Wm. P. Essler. Laymen — Valonis Meeker, 
M. D.f Geo. J, Barker, G. W. Swift. 

[St Bebbins, a reserve, attended in place of Marcos Swift.] 

Passing by the report of Committees and other proceedings, 
which may in after years be worthy of special record, I ahall 
only glance at some miscellaneous items of interest. 

At the election for Agent and Editor, at the first ballot, for 
Book Agent, thirty-fottr votes were cast — and Orange Scott had 
thirty-two, and declared elected. 

At the first ballot for Editor, thirty-seven votes were east, oi 
vhioh Lttth^r Lee had twenty-six, and was chosen. 

NUMBERS IN THE CONNECTION. 

The following reports were made to the Geseral Coaferenoe, 
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Alleghany Conference. — E. Smith, This Confftrenoe has 
doubled ite membership, and stationed this year 46 preachers. 
The membership numbers 2500, 

Miami Conference. — P, A, Ogden. In 1843 this Conference 
numbered 600 in the membership. This year it reports 2400 : 
having more than quadrupled in one year. Jt stationed 42 
preachers. 

Michigan Conference. — Wm, M. Sullivan. This Conference 
was organized in 1841, previous to the Eastern seoession, and 
united with the Wesleyans at Utica. It stations 22 preachers- 
The membership is 1300. 

Niew England Conference.— J. Horton, There are 36 
preachers stationed, and 2400. members on ihe Tarious curoaits 
and stations. 

Champlnin Conference. — C. Prindle. In 1843 they had 
1000, now 2500 members. Within a few months, tapre than 
300 were added by conversion. 

New York Conference. — L. Lee, At Uie first session of ^is 
CJonforcDoe, four months sindej the ^ember^hip Was 3^00, 
They have 60 stationed preachers." 

Including preachers, stationed lEind tmstationed, their numbers 
being equal, the Connection is in all 15,000 meu^focFS. 

In addition to these " items," the revisals of the Discipline 
demsmd a passing notiee. 

The Judiciary rules were amended ; by specifying the pJriviliegeB 
allowed defendants in cases of Church trials ; and by refusing 
to let the pastor preside in a trial where he prefers the chaiges. 

The delegates to the Yearly Conferences, were to be elected 
by the Church, and not by the Quarterly Conference. 

Eaoh Yearly Conference is to appoint a committee of five, 
to provide a president in case of vacancy. 

The Yearly Conference is to send one ministerial, and ono 
lay delegate, for every one thousand members wiUiin its bounds. 

A new section wias added, specifying the duties of all officers 
in the Wesley an Connection. 

The c:$:pulsiou of members for non-attendance qn clasa> 
meeticgs, was repudiated as unauthorized by God's word. 
Kind admonition for the n^lcct, was substituted. ~ 
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The O'.'iv'omonial services were much abridged. The semi- 
pa]>al cowacration of the elementa of the Lord's Supper, was 
abolished entirely. 

The l&st. item I shali notice, was the action on "Secret, 
oath-bound Societies." At the Utica Convention this matter 
was referred to the Yearly Conferences. But the General 
Conference adopted the following question and answer. " Have 
we any directions to give concerning Secret, oath-bound 
Societies ?" 

" Ans. — We will on no account tolerate our ministers and 
icembers in joining Secret, oath-bound Societies, or holdmg 
fellowship with them, as in the judgment of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection it is inconsistent with our duties to God 
and Christianity to hold such connections." 

A copy of the Pastoral Address, prepared by the Chairman, C 
Prindlo, will couclude this narrative of the General Conference. 

PASTORAL ADDRESS, 

To the Members of the Wesleyan Methodist Connection in 
America : 

" Dear Brethren, — The Genera] Conference of the Wes- 
leyan Connection in America, assembled at Cleveland, Ohio, 
Oct. 2, 1844, send to their brethren ' scattered abroad,' their, 
salutations of peace and grace, in the name of our common 
Lord and Redeemer. And, as for ourselves, so, for all those 
whom we represent on this occasion, we invoke from heaven 
grace, mercy and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, whose we are, and whom we serve, in the gospel 
of salvation. 

This to us is a time of deep interest and mutual sympathy : 
and it is only giving utterance to the feeling that has made us 
one in spirit, when we say, that * we long after you all in the 
bowels of Jesus Christ.' You are dear to us, as our epistloo, 
read and known of all men, and partakers with us of conflicts ' 
and joys, the attendants of living 'godly in Christ Jesus.' 
And we call upon you, dear brethren, to unite with us in blessing 
*tlie God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which, 
according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto 
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a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the 
last time.' 

la saying that we are exceedingly filled with comfort in 
hearing of your steadfastness in the faith, and the influence our 
Connection is exerting, but poorly conveys to you the joy that 
makes ns glad in the Lord. To the praise of God we can say, 
we never saw a day of more hope and promise than is tho 
present. We m-r^ from the land of the Pilgrims, and of the 
lakes and prairies, and found ourselves one in spirit ; and to 
the praise of God, we hav« acted in this spirit, and now part 
as we met, to resume our toils and labors, in spreading scriptural 
holiness through the land, and to gather new trophies to the 
honor of our exalted High Priest. 

Fi-om the time we have been organized, and the opportunities 
afforded us, we ars confident in the belief that our position is 
one peculiarly suited to awaken and inspire public confidence. 
And we have been assured, from the most reliable sources, that 
the directing of our efforts against the mammoth institution of 
oppression, has already awakened the hope of the slave in his 
immurement, as well as kindled anew the zeal of the noble army 
of Christian patriots, who have pledged themselves to the 
emancipatioH of th?4r brethren in bond«. The same, Bubatan- 
tialiy, is true in relation to ecclesiastical domination, the subver- 
sion of which was one of the primary purposes of the .vVesleyan 
Methodist Connection. 

As an illustration of the truthfulness of these views, we Lave 
the satisfaction of announcing to our brethren, that in this, our 
first General Conference, we have a representative from the 
" Old Dominion" herself. Yes to the praise of God, and the 
honor of that truth which brings mercy in equal measure to bond 
and free, and demonstrative refutation of the oft repeated 
protestation of our oppressors, that we had wholly and forevef 
cut oursalves off from the exercise of our mission south of Mason 
and Dixon's line, at this, our first meeting in General Conference, 
lo, and behold, we meet a d3legat9 from beyond the im&pnary 
wall of brass, warm in the love of freedom, civil and religious. 
This fact is to U3 one of interest, and we doubt not it will ba to 
you. 

And if such be the beginning, what, may we not i»k, wSI be 
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the end of the mission in which we are employed, but the entire 
OTerthrow of slavery in the American States ? In this hope 
our hearts beat high and stron? ; nor shall our faith stagger, if 
we bat stand fast in the Lora. And, substantially, the same 
cheering accounts are brought to us from ail parts of our wide 
spread Cowection. ALready we have extended our fields of 
labor £a3t and We^t, far, far beyond the expectations of tbe 
most confident of those who, in the name of the Lord, lifted up 
the Wefi&jm banner in the commencement of this enter« 
prise. 

From atatistioal returns from the several Yearly Conferences, 
we now have some 15,000 in our membership. And so confi- 
dent is this General Conference of a rapid progression in the 
futore, that they have changed the ratio of representation to 
ihe next General Conference from 500 to 1000 ; and even with 
this increase, it is confidently anticipated that our next meeting 
wiU be mncb larger than the present one. Such are the views 
now entertained; and with strong confidence in God, we 
consecrate ourselves tut the work of our calling &)t their realiza- 
tion. 

Of our prooeediiigs in our several sittings, you will be duly 
advised; and we hope that oar labors will prove generally 
acceptably to the Connection in all ita parte. To do what God 
and truth require of as has been our fir^t object, and to please 
our brethren for th^ir good to edification, the subordinate one. 
To God and the word of His grace we commend ourselves and 
our works, praying our brethren abroad to accord to us, their 
representatives, rectitude of purpose and hearty good will to all 
men. 

Having thos, beloved brethren, brooght before yon the 
commanqing position you occupy in the Christian community, 
the extent q£ saccess which has already crowned our efibrts, as 
well as the capability of our Conneotjon for good, we cannot 
omit solemnly to urge apon your attention the importance of 
acting worthily your part in the great reformatoiy process we 
are laboring to bring to a consummation. 

Ye are the %ht of the world, the witne&ses of truth, the 
Mends of the onuhed and oppressed, who are looking with 
implorisig soUoitnde, that yoa should be steadfiust, immovable, 
always ^Tinding in the work of the Lord. And we have 
confidence in you, that ye both do, and will do the things which 
are o^^iuiMiBdQd yoa. 
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That obstacles will be thrown in the way of our efforts, both 
from prejudice and misapprehenaoa, we will not disguise. But, 
as in many places these obstacles are giving way befoie the 
force of frrutb, so it is confidently believed wJl it be generally^ 
80 soon as our principles and designs shall be comprehended. 
Tr»*Jh has a moral force in it thit is equaX to ©very holy design ; 
and if (he hidden things of dishonesty and craf<biBe» are 
renounced, and we commend ourselves to every man's con- 
soiencfe iu the sight of God, we cannot fail to throw an attraction 
over all honest hearts, that will bring a host into the " one fold," 
under the 'one Shepherd.' To effect this, we oaimot too 
strongly urge npon oar entire membership ^6 tmportaii«e of 
nMtintaioing all the habits of a holy walk before God and 
world. To be blameless and harmless, the sons of God without 
rebuke, should be the controlling object of every tVesleyan 
Methodist id the land, that it may be ise^n that we have not 
run in vain. 

To fulfil the duties of our missioii as a bran^ of the Churefa 
of God, in this most eventfal period of the wotrld's his^ry, 
indvidual, as well as associated responsibiUties mwt be realiasea. 
Every individual of the 16,000 m the Wesleyan Methodist 
Connection is occupying a sentinel post, and rfiould sound the 
alarm at the approach of diioger. The bonoy of God, the^ory 
of a pure Christianity, cruised slave, as w^ as our QWft 
personal salvation, aU urge us to the performa,nee ef the duties 
of our high calling. 

And now, desr brethren, we, your pastors and representa- 
tives, standing before the presence of oiir Lord aqd Judge, 
from the fulness of affeotiouate regard to you, and hope for 
the future, exhort you to bo str<mg in ilie Lord, and in the 
power of his might. And unto Him who is able to save you, 
and keep you from fall'ag, and to present you faultless before 
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy : to the only wise 
God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and piower, 
both now and ever. Amen. 

We are, dear brethren, your servants in the common faitli. 

C. Pmitoue, 
E. Smith, 

CleFeknd, 0., Oct. 11, 1844. J. BpucHsa." 
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CHAPTER V. 

CLOSING SUMMARY — EDUCATIOM CHRISTIAN VSLLOWSHIP 

MISSIONS — PARENT MISS. SOCIETY OROANZiED— LETTER FROM 
W. CAROUNA — STATISTICS OF THE CONNECTION- — GENERAL 
CONFERENCE OF 1848 — CONCLUSION. 

The first General Cosference of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Connection having met, transacted the business peculiar to a 
new organization, and passed the ordeal of earnest, thorough 
discussion ;that body, quietly adjourned, to test the wisdom of 
its ecclesiastical economy and the truth of its moral positions, 
by actual experiment. The reception and success which fol> 
lowed) will be developed in a condensed narrative of the lead- 
ing &ct8 of the four years immediataly succeeding. This will 
be associated witih a glance in retrospect, at some facts prior to 
the period now named. 

In the earliest period of the history of the Connection, it was 
Impropriate to notice the movements of individual Churches and 
ministers. As the perspective enlarged by the progression of 
years, it" ceased at once to be interesting or important, from the 
accumulation of other matteis of interest. It is proper to say, 
however, that subsequently, the denomination was enlarged by 
the formation of Churches, and the accessions of ministers, 
whose character and talent, place them not a whit behind the 
chiefest. As a summary is all that is now proposed, it will be 
arranged oader ft few general departments or topics. 

Oj SduceUion. Immediate attention was directed to this 
subject. At the Convention of organization, in 1843, a Com- 
mittee on education was appointed, whose report was adopted 
unanimously. This report recommended the organizatioL of an 
Institute to embrace within itself the several departments of Lit- 
erature, Science and Theology. The first General Conference 
repeated the recommendation, and pointed to the Oberlin Insti- 
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tate as a model. No such institution has yet been founded. 
In New-EngHand, a Bcminary of the higher class, wai com- 
menced in 1844, under the patronage and control of the New- 
England Conference. It was, however, suspended after con- 
tinuing two years. Preliminary arrangements were made by 
the Alleghany Conference for erecting a college. The enter- 
prize has not advanced, however, nor is it in prospect of early 
completion. The Michigan Conference made^ a more success- 
ful effort than either before mentioned. I introduce here ex- 
tracts from the recent report of the Trustees. The Chairman 
says of their Conference Institute : 

" The following is a brief view of the present stage of our 
afiiEurB. We have a very eligible site of ten acres, on the village 
plat, a gift from the citizens of Leoni, and pronounced by those 
who. have a taste in the location of such Institutions, as one that 
cannot be mtrpassed in the interior of our State. liist summer 
we put up a kiln of brick, on the syot where we take them from 
the bed, burned, and ar<^ to use ihem there, for the building. 
We have also collected most of the other materials, and a good 
portion of the mechanical labor subscribed. 

» » » « ~ * « ♦ 

We have employed the Rev. William Holmes, of New- 
Haven, Oonn., and a member of the New-England Conference, 
as Principal, who has become identified with the interests of the 
Institution. There is now a flourishing school under our direc- 
tion, in Leoni, though the funds placed in our hands are no way 
liable, as it has been a settled policy with us, to make the 
tuition pay the teacher or teachers. 

«» ♦»»«♦♦ 

W. D. Moore, 
Chairman of Board of Trustees." 

Leoni, Feb. 3, 1848. 

At Troy, Ohio, a flourishing school has been established by 
individual enterprise, which is patroniied by the Miami Confer- 
ence, and promises to be, hereafter, a permanent institution of 
learning. . 

It is unfiecessary to expiate at lexng^, on the csnsefi of em- 
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iMurrimsmont to a young and feeble Connection, in its early 
efforts to promote education. 

Humble as has been the efforts of the Connection, they 
evii^ce a disposition that will develope itself with an increase of 
ability, h^eafter, in a manner worthy of the followers of Wes- 
ley, the! Fellow of Oxford University." 

Christian Fellowship. A determination not to fellowship 
slaveholders was the occasion of secession. This non-fellow- 
ship position, with the temperance test adopted, narrowed the 
circle of Christian intercourse to a very limited space. For un- 
fortunately, most of the Churches were involved in the respon- 
sibility of sustaining slavery or intemperance. Especially was 
this true of the Methodist denominations of this country. It 
was not long, however, before a mutual interchange of fraternal 
sjrmpathy, began to be manifested between ministers >f the 
nbw organization in this country, and others of similar princi- 
ples in England and Canada. 

The first a communication, dated at Barn Park House, 
Bamcastle, Cornwall, Jan. 27, 1845, from Thomas P. Rosevear, 
as member of the " Coanectional Committee" of the " Wesleyan 
Methodist Association" of Great Britain, which was organized 
in. 1835-6. This was responded to, bj forwsu^ng as request- 
ed, more ai^ple particulars and information respecting" the 
advancement and prospects of the Connection here. 

The next exhibition of this feeling, was an official address 
from "The Canadian Methodist New Connection." This ad- 
dress was prepared by Rev. E. Morris, [since stationed in Bos- 
ton — ^now a minister of the Wesleyan Connection,] by instruc- 
tions from the Annual Conference, and signed by " J. Wilkin- 
son, President." After appropriate congratulatory remarks, 
the address proceeds to give a brief account of the body whom 
it represents. It is stated in sabstanoe, that the " New Connec- 
tion" originated in 1829, and was distinguished as an anti- 
episcopal, anti-slavery, and temperance organiiation. It ex- 
pxesfl^ an earnest desiw fpr fraternal union, and an official cor- 



HISTORY OF AMERICAN SLAVERY AND MKTHO0I8M. 357 

respondenoe. As, however, uo one was authomed to apeak 
for the Wesleyan Connection as a body, in the interval of the 
General Conference, which meets quadrennially, that address 
remained unanswered until after the session of October, 1848. 

Subsequent to this, some intercourse was had between indi- 
viduals in tliis country and others in England, which may pave 
the way for a closer Christian union between the several bodies 
of seceding MetJiiodists in both hemispheres. 

An interesting correspondence wa& kept up for several months 
publicly, between ministers of the " United Brethren," (a de- 
nomination agreeing with the Wesleyans in Theology,) and the 
Wesleyans, prosposing a union of the two. A Convention was 
almost agreed upon. But for various reasons, the matter, was 
indefinitely postponed. 

The latest expression of desire for fraternal intercourse, is 
developed by a circular which stated the rise, progress and 
principles of the Aimerioan Wesleyans. It was conveyed to 
England by Hev. Dennis Harris, of New York city, and by 
him circulated extensively, in Great Britain and Ireland. 

This document was signed by the following persons : Luther 
Lee, Editor ; Cyrus Prindle, Book Agent ; D. Harris, Elder ; 
A. Moran, Elder; W. D. Parker, Trustee; Wm. Gibson, 
Trustee ; S. Hurd, Trustee ; Jarvia Johnson, Tn'-'tee ; John 
Mitchell, Trustee ; W. H. Pillow, Trustee ; Dan' Sands, 
Trustee ; Thos. Jackson, Trustee ; Horace B. Knigtii., Printer 
to the Connection. 

This document wag laid before the Thu teenth Annual As- 
sembly of the Wedeyan Metibodist Association, England^ 
which met in August, 1848. They instructed their Secretary 
to open a correspondence with the Wesleyans of this country. 
To this, and other documents of a similar character, which had 
been presented, a reply was ordered by the last General Con- 
ference held in New- York city, Oct., 1848. 

The growing spirit of Christian union, if it does not connect 
all denominations, will yet assimilattt those of kindred views 
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and principles, the world over. And the subsequent history of 
Wesleyan Methodism will exhibit a bond of love uniting its de- 
tachments in one solid phalanx, with face turned to the com- 
mon foe 

OJ Missims. True to its primary character in every land, 
Wealeyanism , as now organised in this country, showed at once its 
missionary interest. While, as yet, the churches were in need 
of aid, they began to contribute missionary money, confident 
of the truth, " There is that ecattereth and yetincreaseth." 

The first missionary meeting held in the Connection, was 
held in the Fountain street church. Providence, R. I., when 
the writer was pastor— 1844. More than $200 was raised in 
cash. The meeting was addressed by Rev. J. Horton, L. C. 
Matlack, and the late Rev. 0. Scott. 

The Yearly Conferences generally formed missionary societies. 
Some of the churches did. the same, of which last class, the 
Boston society has been the most efficient. Of the Annual 
Conferences, it is now admitted that the Alleghany leads off, as 
the most liberal and enterprising. At the anniversary meeting 
for 1845, no less than $558 was pledged by the brethren for the 
ensuing year. This effort they said was only the beginning, as 
they intended to carry the matter into all the circuits and stations. 
Other Conferences did well, and not a few important Churchec 
grew up under the fostering care of Conference missionary 
societies. 

The attention of the Wesleyans was early directed to the 
wants of the fugitives in Canada, who had escaped from Slavery 
in this land of boasted freedom. The New England Yearly 
Coflference of 1845, first sent a missionary there, J. N. Mars. 
Subsequently this mission was transferred to the Parent Mission- 
ary Society, whose Board is located at New York city. The 
history of this society demands a passing notice. 

At the New York Conference of 1845, it was voted: 

^' That the New York Yearly Conference recommend the 
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formation of a Parent Wesleyan Missionary Society in the city 
of New York, on or before the first of August next, and also, 
to appoint a committee of fifteen to prepare a constitution 
and make arrangements for organizing said society. The 
following brethren were appointed : O. Scott, L. Lee, S. Hoes, 
J. Mayell, A. Moran,C. Prindle, L. C. Matlack, H. Coolidge, 
S Keys, T. Jackson, D. Harris, B. F. Morse, D. H. Sands, 
J Blaisdell and VViUiam H. PiUow." 

After consultation, a public meeting was called by this 
committee, to be held August 4, 1845, in New Yoik city. 
The day previous, being the Sabbath, three eermons were 
preached on the subject, in King street chapel. Rev. S. Hoes, 
in the morning, discoursed of " Glorying in the Cross," — Rev. 
W. H. Brewster, 3 P.M., dwelt on "The obligations of Chris-' 
tians," and Rev. C. C. Mason, in the evening, preached from 
Isaiah, xxviii. ; 5, 6, " In that day shall the Lord of Hosts be 
for a crown of glory, and for a djgdem of beauty, unto the 
residue of his people ; and for a spirit of judgment to him that 
sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle 
to the gate." The exercises of the Sabbath were spoken of 
with great satisfaction, by all who were present. 

On Monday evening the public meeting was held, and 
addressed by Rev. Messrs. Brewster, Hoes and Mason. It 
was an occasion of unusual interest, and resulted in the organiza- 
tion of " The Missionary Society of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Connection of America," of which Cyriis Prindle was chosen 
President, Orange Scott, Treasurer, Luther Lee, Corresponding 
Secretary, and W. H. Pillow, Recording SecretAry, and a board 
of twenty-five Managers. Four hundred dollars was raised in 
cash and pledges at this meeting. 

The first anniversary of this society was celebrated on Sabbatbi, 
Nov. 8, 1846, and Monday evening following. The sermons 
on Sabbath were preached by Rev. Messrs. M. Bates, J. Hardy 
and C. Prindle. Addresses were also delivered by the same, 
on Monday evening. 
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The Treasurer reported the receipt of $1,633 16, and the 
expfjuditure a few dollars lesa. This did not embrace the Bums 
raised and expended in the several Yearly Conferences, The 
report of the Managers, prepared by Luther Lee, presented a 
most interesting yiew of the missions occupying their attention. 

In the months of September and October, the President, C. 
Prindle, had taken a tour through Canada, and viewed the whole 
ground, of which he published an elaborate report in the True 
Wesleyan of Deo. 5, 1846. At this time there were in the field, 
Brs. Mars, Kirkland, Brooks and Denslow, and Phobe Jarvis, 
from Ohio. 

A complete narrative of the Society ia not essentia!. A 
notice of its organization and first anniversary, is perhaps, 
BuiSScient. To this may be added, that in the Autumn of 1847 
Rev. Edward Smith, of the Alleghany Conference, was appointed 
by the Board to visit Canada West. His report was published 
in the True Wesleyan of Jfen. 1, 1848. He found that those 
who had become associated as Wesleyans, numbered about two 
hundred members. They were distinct from the Wesleyans in 
the United States, in order to secure certain corporate advan- 
tages. They had five circuits. The appointments were : 

Isaac Henson, President ; Jacob Dorsey, EmngeKst ; Wei 
lington — Peter Curtis, Jacob Libertas ; Noruoich — to be sup- 
pliec. ; London — Benj. Smith ; Dawn and Chatham — Isaac J 
Henson ; Colchester — Wm. Ruth. 

In view of the st&te of things then existing, it was judged 
best by the Board to give up the immediate oversight of the 
work J> those named above. They therefore appointed no 
resident superintendent. But the Rev. E, Smith, was appointed 
general superintendent, to visit them twice or three times ia the 
year, and afford them such aid and counsel as he was well 
adapted to bestow. And to this end he has since devoted 
himself moat assiduously, soliciting money and means, which he 
has distributed, by the instructions of the Board, so as to 
accomplish the most good. His recent ffioyements are co 
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generally and favorably known to the Conneciion, thai it is only 
necessary to refer to them, as published in the True Wesleyan, 
There yet remains one item on Missions, of most thrilling 
interest. It is the formation of a Wesleyan Church in a distant 
slaveholding state. Its history claims a prominent place in this 
volume. 

The first Annual Report of the Missionary Society, (soe True 
Wesleyan, Nov. 14, 1S46,) contained the following letter from 
Jamestown, North Carolina, dated October 25, 1845, and 
addressed to Rev. L. Lee. 

"Dear Sir : — I learn from other sources that you publish a 
paper in New York city, called the * True Wesleyan,' the 
organ of an order of Wesleyan Methodists, that holds no fellow- 
ship with slaveholders , I have, however, not been able to learn 
the terms of publication ; but if you will forward the paper to 
me, as soon as I can ascertain the price, I will remit it to you. 

I also wish you, if you possibly can, to forward to me a copy 
of your Church Discipline, by mail, with as little delay as 
possible, stating the price on the book or otherwise, and i will 
remit that also. 

One reason, with others, why I wish to . procure a copy of 
your Discipline is, there are many Methodists with whom I am 
partially acquainted, who, together with myself, feel so con- 
scientiously scrupulous on the subject of slavery, that we cannot 
hold fellowship with the M. E. Church, South. Neither are 
we willing longer to acquiesce in that power which granted a 
separate organization, and a transfer of our rights in membership 
and property therf with, without our consent, or without our 
having any voice in the matter. Hence, some 40 or 50 individu- 
als — members of the Church, met in convention, and resolved 
to withdraw from the Church, South, and either unite with some 
other branch or order of the Church, or organize ourselves into 
a separate body, on such principles, and under such government 
as we may think accords best with our views of Church polity ; 
and best calculated to promote the cause of true and vital 
religion We wish therefore to obtain a copy of your Disci- 
pline, and should it be such to which we can conscientiously 
subscribe, we wish to connect ourselves with you," 
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The brethren of whom this letter speaks, subsequently organ- 
ised a Wesleyan Church, and made application for admission 
into the Alleghany Conference, and was recognized on the 
Minutes for 1847, as Guilford circuit, to which A. Crooks was 
appointed a missionary. The occasion of his offer to go to that 
far off land, the prompt and liberal contributions at once to 
meet his expenses and furnish the means for his support, were 
described to the writer, with the attendant circumstances, by aa 
eye witness. It was a most thrilling occasion. 

Bro. Crooks ascertained that the anti-slavery feeling of Guil- 
ford circuit, which oiiginated the Wesleyan Church, had its 
origin in the circulation of Edward Smith's address on Slavery 
in 1843, by Dr. Stanton, a Quaker. Two thousand copies of 
it had been printed and circulated by the Friends. Such was 
the effect of it that a large number refused to be identified 
with the M. E. Church. South, when the great division 
occurred. 

Subsequently, under date of April 6, 1848, ho says, " Our 
second Quarterly-meeting, which commenced the third Satur- 
day in March, was held in a new house • * * xhe meet- 
ing was protracted ten days. During the meeting, twelve 
touched the sceptre of mercy by faith and were at peace. The 
same number joined the Church. There have been thirty-two 
ace^^^'ous this year. All glory to Him whose wing of love 
overshadowed us. 

The account of missionary operations has been given thus 
in detail, to exhibit fully the interesting fact, that the Wesleyan 
organization is fulfilling the two-fold mission of carrying the 
Gospel to the fugitive slaves in Canada, and also of proclaiming 
liberty at the South. 

In order to a faithful exhibit of the growth and strength of 
the denomination, it is proper now to introduce a table of the 
numbers at the Yearly Conferences for 1848. These, com- 
pared with the reports of 1843 and 1844, wUl exhibit the facta. 
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In two or three instances, the records have beeu incomplete. 
But the correctness of the general result is not effected thereby. 



Con fereieei. 


Jllintsters. 


Licentiates. 


Members. 


Total. 






20 


945 


C\C\ 1 

991 


i\ e w-jcjngianci. . 


A r% 


10 


1991 


2041 






let 




1338 




35 


36 


1150 


1221 




83 ■ 


42 


2716 


2841 


Alleghany 


40 


25 


3278 


3343 




55 


34 


2110 


2199 




50 


17 


1566 


1633 




8 


15 


568 


591 




8 


10 


250 


268 



Min. 370 Licen. 222 Mem. 15874 Tot. 16466 



As the narrative approachea the present period, there is less 
occaeion for detail. The events of to-day need no elaboration. 
It is only in the growing dimness of the distant past, that par- 
ticularity and detail become essential in the record of facts. 
Now, all are familiar with the incidents, which may in after 
years occupy a large space on the records of history. For the 
present, a brief summary is all sufficient. 

Among the events yet unnoticed in this narrative, is the 
death of the late Rev. O. Scott. This occurred in July, 1847, 
The life of such a man is a public benefit. His death is a com- 
mon loss. A record of the fact, in this history, is a tribute duo 
to hi? memory, as well as an appropriate expression of regret at 
the irreparable loss sustained by the Christian community. 
The language of the General Conference of the Wesleyan 
Connection, at its session in 1848 is, as proper a tribute as 
the writer can offer to the memory of one whom he loved 
as a brother. It is here transcribed from the records of* that 
body. 
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&J£60i:.imO?fB ON THE DEATH OT THE SKV. O. SCOTT. 

1. Resolved, by the General Conference of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Connection of America, That, while the decease of 
the late Rev. O. Scott, is truly a serious loss to the Connec- 
tioa, and a most aflSiiciive bereavement to his family, it was 
also an exhibition of the dignity of the Christian character, 
and should awaken in us all, an emulation to live so that 
in dying we may say, with our lamented brother, " All is 
peace !" 

2. Resolved, That we hereby express our earnest sympathy 
with th« widow of the late Rev. O, Scott, in the afflictive 
breavement, which has deprived her of a worthy companion, au 
affectionate husband, the father of her children. And while 
we know that words are feeble to express the feelings of our 
hearts, and do not purpose attempting to check the sorrow 
that has aooomulated by tire dying form of an infant child, a 
husband, and a daughter, it is yet a source of pleasure to sor- 
rowing friends to know, that the life and character of Orange 
Scott, has left an imperishable monument to his fame, as a good 
man, a successful minister, and a moral leader. 

3. Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to forward a 
copy of these resolutions to the widow of the late R«v. Orange 
Scott. 

Signed L. C. Matlack, 

Daniel Worth, 
SetJh Sprague, 

Committee. 

The vacancy created by the sickness and subsequent death 
of Orange Soott, in the important post of Book Agent, was 
most satisfactorily filled by the appointment of the Rev. Cyrus 
Prindle. The confidence reposed in him was of great service 
to "the Book Concern ; the affairs of which had become much 
embarrassed by the long protracted illness of the former Agent. 

We now approach a period that concludes the narrative — the 
session of the second General Conference of the Wesleyan Con- 
nection. This body met in King-st. Chapel, New- York city, 
Oct. 4, 1848. A temporary organization was effected in the 
morning. Hiram McKee, of Wisconsin, was chosen to preside, 
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ami Lucius C Matlaclc, appointed Secretary. Prayer vaa 
offered by Rufua Lumry and Palmer M. Way. 

The next day, a permanent organization wafi effected. 
Daniel Worth, of the Miami Conference, was ohosen President. 
L. C. Matlack, of the New-England Confarence^ was aj^int- 
ed Secretary. 

The most important business of the aession was the revisal of 
the Discipline. This was accomplished mainly by a Commit>- 
toe, to whose chairman, L. Lee, Tras allotted most of the labor 
performed. The Discipline was completely revised, in respect 
to the mode of proceeding in Church trials, and the details of 
the general econtmy, TL?i only material change adopted » 
found in the following provisions : 

"1. All . ministers and Churches shall be at liberty to con- 
tract the pastoral relation, at any time during the intervals of 
the Yearly Conferences, provided, that no arrangement 
which received the sanction of a Conference at its previous 
session, shall be interrupted without the consent of the Presi- 
dent. 

2. All ministers and licentiates, who are laboring under the 
direction of the Conference, shall be at liberty to enter into en- 
gagements to serve any Church or Churches, for one year from 
the next session of the Conference, and it shall be the duty of 
all ministers, licentiates, and Churches, having entered into 
such engagements to report the same to the Conference, at its 
session. 

3. The Conference shall not interfere with such engagements, 
except for justifiable cause, growing out of the &ult of one ox 
both of the parties." 

The necessary business of the Conference was transacted 
through the usual oommittees. These items are not of interest 
to the general reader, and are thereftHre omitted. 

The Agent, Cyrus Prindle, presented a report of the state 
of the Book Concern, which showed the assetts to be, total, 
$21,700 33— liabilities, in all $14,898 73— 4e&ving a balance 
in favor of the Conoem of $6,801 60. This tbe Agent 
mated to be wortkfttjfii^, $6,(KK).»«uh, 
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Subsequent to this, the General Conference passed a resolu- 
tion of thanks to the Agent for the faithfulness, diligence and 
success of his labor. He declined serving the Church in that 
capacity any longer, and much to the regret of all, persisted 
in that purpose, for reasons which were satisfactory to himself, 
and doubtless proper. 

When the election for Agent of the Book Concern and Editor 
Tfas held, it resulted in the choice of Edward Smith, Agent, and 
Luther Lee, Editor. After that, in view of representations 
made by the delegates of the Alleghany Conference, of the cer- 
tainty of E. Smith's declinature, and ultimate necessity of 
choosing some other person, it was voted to go again into the 
election for Agent, The second balloting resulted in the choice 
of L. C. Matlaok. 

After having concluded the duties of the session, the General 
Conference adjourned, to test by the experience of four years 
longer, the economy, thxis far satisfactory, and productive only 
of good. A single inquiry yet remains to be suggested and 
answered briefly, which will constitute a concluding topic. 

In eoaclnsion, I present the inquiry — Who were the Wesleyan 
ministers? Were they a class of men whose ambition out- 
stripped their attainments, and left them disappointed and 
disaffected toward the M. E. Church ? Far from it. Many 
of their number were for years traveling ministers in that 
Church, and occupied some of the best stations, as their minutes 
will show. So good, that none of them ever dreamed of 
obtaining better by secession. 

The association of these men for christian purposes, was by 
their foes declared to be s combination for wicked ends alone, 
and made the-sabjeot of ridicule and slander. The bitterness 
of that controversy is past, I trust forever. It will not be 
recalled here by any quotations. The documents will be 
rcsftrved for future reference if necessary. 

One feature in diis movement deserves special notice. It was 
disconnected with any great -agitation, and oooorred at a time 
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of profound peace. Those who seceded did so deliberately. It 
was the result of calm reflection. Hence few turned back, and 
a greater prosperity was realized than any expected. A letter 
to Cyrus Prindle, by Orange Scott, a short time before hi» 
secession, expressed the opinion, that in one year's time there 
might be a denomination raised of perhaps two thousand mem- 
bers. Such was the ambition and hope of the leader, under 
God. But in six months there were 6,000, and a year after- 
wards, 16,000 in the Connection, which, after the sober second 
thought of four years, had yet increased to nearly 17,000 souls. 

If the formation of a sect was the end in view, the mission of 
the secedora is being successfully prosecuted. But a higher 
aim than this has ever been before tbem, if the writer may be 
allowed to testify, it was, to do righit. And also to exert an 
influenoe upon the religious community of the land, especially 
in favor of the oppressed. The influence of the united testimony 
of seventeen thousand christians, organized for anti-slavery pur- 
poses, could but bo powerful. The actual results may be seen 
by consulting the appendix to this narrative. 

A few words in conclusion. The position of other denomina- 
tions on the subject of Slavery, was similar to that of the M. E. 
Church, aa presented in the foregoing narrative. So general 
an endorsement of the Christianity of^lavery, for such it was in 
fact, gave to the enemies of religion occasion ot great triumph. 
Skepticism never increased so rapidly, among all classes o! 
society, as within the few years past. The glaring inconsistency 
between the precepts of Christianity and the practices sanc- 
tioned by most of the Churches, allowing or apologijting for 
Slavery, explains this result. 

A deep conviction of this fact, had a powerful influence on 
the minds of those who associated together as Wesleyan Metho- 
dists, And their organization on high moral ground, involving, 
as it did, great personal sacrifices in the loss of friends, reputa- 
tion and support, did much to irrcst the sweeping denuncia- 
tions against all Churches that btgan to prevail. And although 
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the love of sect, led niaay iu the old organizations to complain 
agaiiiHt, and denounco the Wesleyans bitterly at first, it is to 
be hoped, that the Hervico they may be able to render the 
cause of Christianity by their advanced position and consistent 
course, will secure for them a better character. The future 
will record their vindication, better than the ablest narrative of 
the past. 

Already have ministera, of various denominations, followed 
the example of the Wesleyan Connection, and come out from 
proHslavery Church relations. Some have succeeded in gather- 
ing Churches around them, that withhold all fellowship from 
slaveholders. Many more ministers and Churches are laboring 
to bring their different religious associations to the non-fellow- 
ship position. Such a position is made more necessary, and is 
also more easy to attain, now that the example of a large reli- 
^ous body of seceders, and growing public sentiment, recom- 
mends it. To this result the American Churches will all be 
brought by secession and revelation. No earthly power can 
resist the Divine energy that gives impulse to the onward 
movements of Truth. The times are ominous. The present 
is an age of thought, investigation. The Churches are now 
being analyzed by the searchings of radical tmih. The bright- 
ness of mid-day is gathering round the sacred, and .sometimes 
gloomy, enclosure of the sanctuary. The veil that has long 
obscured the sight, will soon be rent with violence, acd the | 
human eye, rest with delight xxj^on the pure transparency of 
truth and love, or recoil from the repulsive spectacle of rotten- 
ness, and dead men's bones. Most glorious will be the daj, 
that witnesses the resurrection and ascension of tlie Church to 
its glorious destination, as the day-spring from ou high, the 
beacon light of the wodd, throwii^ ike Ml blase of its efful- 
gence along the pathway of er»»-, and pointing ont the sore 
remedy for every human ill. Such is the sphere of its opera- 
tions, as iadioated by the explicit laBgnage of inspiration. 
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Oeneral Remarks — Botton, Hallovell and JVew Market Convention* 
— Methodist Episcopal General Conference of 1844--iJxc»f- 
ing discussion on Anti- Slavery Memorials — Bishop Andrew's 
ease — Advice of the Bishops — Plan of Division — Action of the 
Bishops in Andrew's case — Southern Convention — JVorthem Move' 
ments sketched — General Conference of the M. JS. Church of 
1848 — Measures adopted in relation to the Church,*^ South" — 
Final issue. 

To trace the far reachinj; impulses leading to Becosslon, carried 
ns back into the early history of Methodism and Slavery. Thus alono 
were we prepared to appreciate the result ultimately realized. A fur- 
ther justification of eecessioa may be inferred fairly from a sketch 
of events subsequent . thsreto. These constitute appropriately an 
Appendix. The facts exhibited, will show how deep rooted was the 
evil of Slavery in the Methodist L. Church. So intimately associated 
was it, that it could not be rebuked by the Abolitionists without pro- 
ducing convulsions. So complete was its identity with the Church, 
that an implied censure of a slaveholding Bishop, by the General Con- 
ference, was succeeded by an eaithquake of human wrath, which rent 
the entiro body and divided tl(e very heart of the system. 80 in- 
separable from its nature, was the sympathy fcr oppressors, th&t the 
leading influences of the Northern Church, were all exeri«d to allay 
tbo indignation of the South, and retain slaveholders in its embrace, 
with no little success. But to tho facts. 

The date of the Anti-Slavery secession, commenced an era in the 
M. £. Church, which was distinguished by events of great magnitude, 
eerionsly affecting its condition and weakening its numerical strength. 

Immediately on the withdrawal of J. Horton, 0. Scott and La Roy 
Sunderland, a meoting of the preachers in and near Boston was held, 
,t4> consult on what should be done to prevent its spreading disaffection 
among the churches. The writer was present, not having then with- 
drawn from the church. It was agreed to call an Anti-Slavery Cou- 
Tention. Circulars were written to various parts of New England, 
inviting leading men in the churches. 

The Convention met in Bromfield-street Chiirch, Boston, January 
18, 1848. It was the largest and most enthusiastio Anti-Slavery Con- 
vention ever held by that denomination. They voted that " slave- 
holding is sin, that every slaveholder is a sinner, and ought not to be 
admitted to the pulpit or tiie communion — that the M. £. Church i» 
responsible for the existence of slavery in its piJe, and finally, that 
aotning short of a speedy and entire separation of slaTery firoffi (b» 
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ohuroh, could satisfy the consciences of honest and faithful aboiition- 
ists ; and" therefore, reformation or division is the only alternatiTe." 
These positions opewly taken and boldly set forth by that large and 
respectable ConTention, produced great excitement. The necessity 
for that show of zeal, was, the recent secession. It is only necessary 
to cite a few facts on this point in proof. 

The call set forth as reaeons for action, Our ofrn reputation 
as Methodist abolitionistH and the harmony and prosperity of the 
church." The Editor of Zion'g Herald assigned as a reason for ap- 
proving the ConTention, that it yras " designed to protect the Church 
from radical attacks." And one or more who signed the call, declared 
that its probable influence against secession, was the only reason for 
assenting to it. And the resolutions before adverted to, were passed 
only •' in view of their latitude," said the Editor of Zion's Herald, 
subsequently, in an apologetic explanation 

Immediately following this, another Convention was called in Maine, 
to be held at Hallowell, Feb, 22. This also was largely attended, and 
the proceedings were marked by a boldneiss altogether unusual, and 
only indulged in and tolerated, in view of the " peculiar circumstan- 
ces." TheyTwIdly affirmed, " that there are in the M. E. Church 200 
travelling itiinisterf , holding 1600 slaves ; about 1000 local preachers- 
holding 10,000 ; about 25,000 members holding 207,963 more." This 
they derived " from a careful collection of documentary evidence, with 
other well attested facts," ft» they said. 

A third Convention of unusual interest, was held at New Market, 
New Hampshire, March 8th. In their zeal, they declared that " tho 
only way to prevent an entire dissolution among qb as a church, is an 
entire separation from the South." and a plan was adopted for memo- 
rializing the General Conference to divide the church. North and 
South, or set off the N. E. Conferences by themselves." 

The intense and all pervading excitement in New England produced 
by these meetings, was uavrefeident«d. Anti-Slavery addresses, coun- 
ter criticisms, defenses, i.nd miscellaneous discussion, abounded in 
Zion's Herald. No language was too strong, no denunciation was too 
severe, for the public eye on the subject of Slavery. Such were some 
of the results of secession. But they did not cease here. Many of 
thoso who were active in getting up the storm, wished that its fury 
might be expended soon. But it would not sleep. 

The circulation of memorials, to be presented to the ensuing G eneral 
ConTerence, was everywhere, attended to. Months passed away, and 
the period of its session arrived. It commenced May 1, 1844, in New 
York city. 

Anti-Slaver J meraorials were presented in large nambera for sev- 
eral days, daring the early part of the session. On the 6th of 
W. A. Smith, of Virginia, in allading to thsse missiles said — " W« 
know only what Methodist ministers think and feel from these memo 
rials They lead on the people, who, but for them, wonld not trouble 
ns on thi.-^ subject." 

Phineas Crandall replied — *' The ministers do not take the lead 
The ministers do not Keep pace with the members iu this movement. 
So tardy, in their opinion, has been th« action of the ministry, that 
some members have left the church, and more will leave, unless they 
move more vi/t©rously :" i e. secession compels our action. 

J. Q. Dow said— "X most correct tbe mi»tak* with refer«nc« to 
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New riampshire. We are driven tip to it hj the people ; we nr 
pashed on to this pub^ect." So also said Wm D. Cass. And so also 
r>ftffrrtne(l Charles Adains, of the N. E. Conferpnce. 

At a ('iibsequ( nt period, on the proposition of Dr. Caper^i, t« ap- 
point a, comcnttee to devise a plan for " the permanent pacificatioa 
of the church," en Abolition and Slavery, the following remark ? 
were made by a member from New England, they give an explicit 
statement of the cause of action. They refer to the memoriali against 
the " Black Besohition," " Slavery" and a " rflaveholding Bif.hop." 

If those metiers presented before this body by our people," said the 
speaker, " are not met fairly and settled according to the view our 
people have of what is right, they will go off from us in troops 1 We 
can't prevent it. Sir, we, at the East, are placed above a volc&no. We 
Bee now and then the smoke of the volcano, issuing forth from small 
fissures, and it may come upon us, in all the violence of an eruption, 
when we are least expecting it ! Our enemies (seceders) proceed upon 
^he underground railroad plan. And the underground morement 
will succeed against our best endeavors. Everything depends on 
the General Conference." To these sentiments all seemed to agree. 
The necessity for action is here unequivocally asserted to be the pre- 
sence an. I influence of secession. 

In the light of these facts, we will approach the subseqacnt and 
final action of the Conference. On the 22d of May, a written state- 
ment from Bishop James 0. Andrew was read, announcing the as- 
tounding fact, that he was a slaveholder, and had been for several 
years. 

A. Griffith and J. A. Davis, of the Baltimore Conference, offered s 

Preamble and resolution, requesting the Bishop to resign his ofiSoe. 
his was discussed one day, and on the ensuing, J. B. Finley and J. 
M. Trimble offered the following : — 

" Whereas, The discipline of our Church forbids the doing of any- 
thing calculated to destroy our itinerant General Superintendency ; 
and, whereas. Bishop Andrew has become connected with Slavery by 
marriage and otherwise, and this act having drawn after it circnm- 
stances, which in the estimation of the General Conference, will great- 
ly embarrass the exercise of his office as General Superintendent, if 
not in son'e places entirely prevent it ; therefore, 

" Resolved, That it is tLe sense of tliis General Conference, that 
he desisc from the exercise of this oiEoc, so long as this impediment re- 
mains." 

The discussion on this continued until the 81st, ithen Bishops Sotile, 
Hedding, Waugh and Morris, unanimously concurred in reRommecd- 
iug the postponement of further action until the next General Con- 
ference, in 1848. This proposition eame up for consideration June Ist. 
Prior to June 1st, as I was informed by a delegate to the General Con- 
ference of 1848, Bishop Hedding had an interview with the N.Engl8nd 
delegates. They assured him, that its adoption would be followed by 
their immediate departure for home, as they could not meet the oon- 
sequenoes of that action in New England, if they remained. On the 
morrow, be withdrew his name firom the projweition. Bishop Waugh 
took a similar coarse, and the natter was laid oa the t&ble ij a rote 
of05to83. 
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That plan was approTed by th« entire South, and maay o'herg. If 
adopted, the South would have been satisfied. It would lave been 
adopted, had the Bishops continued of one mind. They wculd have 
agreed, but for New EngU d. But seccsdif n vaa rife in T(ew Eng- 
land, which prompted the course of its delegates, and another direo- 
tiou was thereby given to the whole affair. What that w^s. will now 
Appear, and »how the great ultimate result of secessinn. 

The preamble and resotutiou above was adopte i June Ist, by a vote 
Of 124 to 51. H. Slicer June 3, proposed to explain the action of the 
Conference " a9 advisory only," and defer final action until 1848. This 
waa laid on the table. 

Dr. Gapers, same day, proposed a plan for dividing the Connection 
into two General Conferences, with equal powers. This was referred 
to a committee. 

The same afternoon Mr. Longstreet presented the following decla- 
ration, which was read by the Secretary : 

" The Delegates of the Conferences in the elaveholding Statee, take 
leave to declare to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, that the continued agitation on the subject of Slavery and 
abolition in a portion of the Church ; the frequent action on that sub- 
ject in the General Conference ; and, especially, the extra judicial 
proceedings against Bishop Andrew, which resulted on Saturday last, 
in the virtual suspension of him from his office as Superintendent, 
must produce a state of things in the South, which renders a contina- 
ance of the jurisdiction of this General Conference over those Confer- 
ences, inconsistent with the success of the ministry in the slave-hold- 
ing States." 

This --ras signed by all this Southern Delegates save one, except those 
of the Baltimore Conference. This declaration was referred to a Com- 
mittee of nine, who were instructed if they could not " devise a plan 
for &n amicable adjustment," to " devise, if possible, a constitutional 
plan for a mutual and friendly division of the church." 

Three days afterwards, Henry B. Bascom read in the Conference, a 
protest from the Southern Delegates. The action of the Conference 
was called an attempt to degrade and punish." " A lawless prose- 
cution," " an illegal arrest," " an anomalous quasi suspension," " im- 
perstive and mandatory in form." And it called upon the majority, 
if their action had been misunderstood, to " explain themselves." 

The opportunity was afforded the afternoon of the same day, by the 
presentation from Bishops Boule, Hedding, Waugh and Morris, the 
following questions, asking " official instruction in answer :" 

l8t. " Shall Bishop Andrew's name remain as it now stands in the 
minutes, Hymn Book and Discipline, or shall it be struck off of the 
official record ?' 

2d. " How shall the Bishop obtain his support ? As provided for 
in the form of discipline or in some other way ?" 

Sd. " What work, if any, may the Bishop perform ; and how shall 
btt be appointed to the ift ork ?" 

To these questions the Conference replied — 

Isc. Biohnp Andrew's name shall stand in the miautes. Hymn Book 
and D^sfifpline, as formerly. 

2d. The rule in relation to a Bishop and his family applies to 
Bisho|> Andrew. 
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3J, Whether nny, and if any, ia what work. Bishop Andrew be cm- 
ployed, is to be determined by his owndeciaion and action, in relation 
to the previous action of the Conference in his case." 

These answers reached the case, and alarmed that he should be de- 
clared a Bishop of the M. E. Church, by " the official records," " aa 
formerly that the support of " a Bishop" isliis due ; and finnlly, 
that Bishop Andrew may perform such work na *• his own decision and 
action" may determine. How entirtly mistaken were the South in 
supposing him deposed or suspe^ided. But in order to settle this ques- 
tion beyond dispute, a committee was appointed to reply to the Pro- 
test, by preparing " a statement of the facts in the case of Bishop 
Andrew." This Committee was Drs. Oliu, Durbin, & L. L. Hamlin. 
The first and last were afterward changed for Dr. Peck and Dr. Elliott. 
Their report says : 

" The action of the Gen. Conference was neither jjudioial nor puni- 
tive. It neither achieves a deposition, nor so much as a legal suspen- 
sion. Bishop Andrew is still a Bishop ; and should he, against the bx- 
pressed sense of th& Gen. Conference, proceed in the dlBchargo of his 
functions, his official acts vrould be valid." 

Prior to this, the " Committee of nine" had reported a plan^in view 
of the probability of separation, between the North and South. It iu 
inserted a? bn interesting document for future reference. 

REPORT. 

The Select Committee of nine appointed to consider and report on 
the Declaration of the Delegates from the Conferences of the slart- 
holding States, beg leave to submit the following Report : 

" Whereas, a Dedaration has been presented to this General Con- 
ference with the signatured of fifty- one Delegates of the body, from 
thirteen annual Conferences in the slave-hoiding States, representing, 
that for various reasons enumerated, the object and purposes of the 
Christian Ministry, and Church organization cannot be successfully 
accomplished by them, under the jurisdiction of this General Confer- 
ence as now constituted ; and whereas, in the event of a separation, a 
contingency to which the Declaration asks attention, as not improba- 
ble, we esteem it the duty of this General Conference to meet the 
emergency with Christian kindness and the strictest equity ; ther«- 
fore, 

1. " Resolved, by the Delegates of the several Annual Conferences, 
in General Conference assembled, That should the Delegates from the 
Conferences in the slave holding States find it necessary to unite in a 
distinct ecclesiastical connection, the following rule shall be observed 
with regard to the Northern boundary of such connection : All the So- 
cieti>'B, stations and Conferences adhering to the Church in the South, 
by the vote of a majority of the members of said Societies, Stations and 
Conferences, shall remain under the unmolested pastoral care of the 
Southern Church ; and the ministers of the M. E. Church, shall in no 
wise attempt to organize Churches orSooieti<«s witlim the limits of the 
Church South, nor shall th-y attempt to exercise imy pastoral oTer- 
sight therein, it being understood that the miniotry of the South reci- 
procally observe the same rule in relation to Stations, 8ocl«tieB «nd 
1* 
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Confcrencfis adhering by vote of a majority to the M. E. Church, pro- 
vided also that this rule shall apply OLly to Societies, Stations and 
Conferences bordering on the line of division, and not interior charges, 
■which shall in all cases be left to the care of that Church within whoso 
territory they are situate. Adopted — 147 yeas — 22 nays. 

2. " Resolved, That ministers, local and traveling, of every grade 
and ofBce in the M. E. Church, may, as they prefer, remain in that 
Church, or without blame attach themselves to the Church, South. — 
Adoptea — 139 yeas— 17 nays. 

3. " Resolved, By the Delegate? of all the Annual Conferences in 
General Conference assembled, that we recommend to all the Annual 
Conferences, at their firat approaching session, to authorize a change* 
of the sixth restrictive Article, so that the first clause shall read thus : 
They shall not appropriate the produce ot the Beok Concern, nor of 
Chartered Fund, to any prrpose other than for the benefit of the trav- 
elling, superuumary, superannuated and worn out preachers, their 
wives, widows aad children, and to such other purposes as may be 
determined on by the votes of the two-thirds of the members of the 
General Conference Adopted — 147 yeae — 12 nays. 

4. Resolved, That whenever the Annual Conferences, by a vote of 
three fourths of all their members voting on the third resolution, shall 
have concurred in the recommendation to change or alter the sixth 
restrictive Article, the agents at New- York and Cincinnati shall, and, 
they are hereby authorized and directed to deliver over to any author- 
izei agent or appointee of the Church, South, should one be authorized, 
all notes and book accounts against the ministers, church members or 
citizens within its bound;.-, with authority to collect the same for the 
sole use of the Southern Church, and that eaid agents also convey to 
the aforesaid agent or appointee of the South, all real estate, and as- 
sign to him all the property, including presses, stock and all right and 
interest, connected with the printing establishments at Charleston, 
Richmond and Xashville, which now belong to the M. £. Church. 

6. " Resolved, That when the Annual Conferences shall have ap- 
proved the aforesaid change in the sixth restrictive Article, there shall 
be transferred to the above agent of the Southern Church, so much of 
the capital and produce of the Methodist Book Concern as will, with 
the notes, book accounts, presses, &c., mentioned in the last resolu- 
tion, bear the same proportion to the whole property of said concern 
that the Traveling Preachers in the Southern Church shall bear to all 
the Traveling Ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church : the divi- 
sion to be made on the bas's, of the number of Traveling Preachers in 
the fortheoming minutes. 

6. " Resolved That the above transfer shall be in th^ form of an- 
nual payments of twenty-five thousand dollars per annum, and speci- 
fically in stock of the Book Concern, and in Southern notes ana ao^ 
counts due the establishment, and accruing after the first transfer 
mentioned above ; and until all the payments are made, the Southern 
Church shall share in all the net profits of the Book Concern, in the 
proportion that the amount due them, or in arrears, bears to all the 
property of the concern. 

7, " Resolved, That be, and they are hereby appointed Com- 

miosioners to act in concert with the same number of Commissioners 
appointed bj the Southern organization, (should one be formed) to 
estimate the amount which will tall due to the South by the preceding 
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mle, and to have full powers to carry inlo effect the whole arrauge- 
inent proposed with regard io the diTision of property, should the se- 

garation take place. And if by imy maans a vacancy occurs in this 
odrd of ComuiiisBioners, the Ecok CV mmittee at Kbv! York Bhall fill 
eaid vacancy. 

8. " Resulved, That whenever any sgentH of the Southern Church 
are clothed with legal authority or corporate power to act in the pre- 
mises, the agents at New- York are hereby authorized and directed to 
act in concert with said Southern agents, bo as to give the provisions 
of these resolutions a legally binding force. 

9. " Ilesolvcd, That fill the property of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, in Meeting Houses, Parsonages, Colleges, Schools, Conference 
Funds, Cemeteries, and of every kind within the limits of the South- 
ern organization, shall be forever free from any cluim set up on the 
part of tlie Methodist Episcopal Chuich, so far aa tkis resolution can 
be of force in the premises. 

10. " Resolved, That the Church so formed ia the South, shall have 
a common property in all the copyrights in possession of the Book 
Concerns at New-York iind Cineinnatif at the time of the settlement 
by the Commissioners. 

11. " Resolved, That the Bishops be respectfully requested to lay 
that part of this Report, requiring the action of the Annual Confer- 
ences, before them as soon as possible, beginning with the New-York 
Conference. 

" ROBERT PAINE, Chairman. 

" Now- York, June 7, 1844." 

The report having been read by the Secretary, Dr. Paine eaid it af- 
forded him great pleiisure to state, that not withstinding, the painful 
circumstances in which they had been placed, the Committee had acted 
with great harmony and good feeling 

Subsequent to the adjournment of the General Conference, Bishop 
Soule invited Bishop Andrew to preside in one or more Conferences. 
This was regarded by some as setting at defiance the decision of the 
General Conference. Such had mistaken its import, however, which 
was not " judicial or punitive." The official exposition of the act in 
Bishop An Irew's case is abiv set forth by the Bishops, in the fol- 
lowing paper, which they published as a vindication of Bishop Soule, 
who had been charged with doine " singly, what the General Confer- 
ence and College of Bishops decided should not be done." They say — 

" It is our opinion, in regard to the action of the late General Con- 
ference, in the case of Bishop Andrew, that it was designed by that 
body, to devolve the responsibility of the exercise of the functions of 
his office, exclusively on himself. In the absence of Bishop Andrew, 
at the time of arranging the plan of episcopal visitation, lor the en- 
suing four years, and he not having notified us of his desire or pur- 
pose, with respect to it, we should regard ourselves as acting in con- 
travention of the expressed will of the General Conference, if we ap- 
portioned to Bishop Andrew any deSaite portion thereof. But if h» 
Bh«ll hereafter make a written application for a portion of the gem- 
ral oversight, we slvuuld feel ourselves justified in assigning it 
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*' After this paper was signed, and before the pav ting of the super- 
iDtendent», it was agreed to make out a reserved plan of epiBcopal 
visitation, including Bishop Andrew in the apportionment of the work 
thereof, which was done and intrusted to the safe-keeping of Bishop 
Sonic, with an explicit understanding, that if he should receive from 
Bishop Andrew a written application for his portion of the general 
superintendence, he was then, and in that event, to publish the second 
or reserved plan in immediate connection with the said application, 
that the reason for the substitution of the second plan roight accom- 
pany its publication. Such was the action of the undersigned in the 
case presented, and such the ground on which it was ba&ed. At prer 
sent, tliis is all that the; ^ oel themselves called to make public. 

Elijah Heddino, 
B. Waugh, 
Thomas A. Morris. 
L. L. Hamlinic. 

Bnt the disclaimerput forth under the sanction of the Gen. Confer- 
ence, their official recognition of bis episcopal function, and the above 
admission of his claims to a plan on the " plan of episcopal visitation." 
were all powerless to prevent a catastrophe. 

The sequel may be readily- anticipated. Before the adjournment of 
the General Conference, the Southern Delegates decided to call a con- 
vention to be held at Louisville, Kentucky, May 1, 1845. The Southern 
Annual Conferences met and appointed delegates to that Conventioa, 
which met on the above date. 

SoTcral days were spent in discussing the following resolution, 
which was adopted May 14, with one dissenting voice. 

" Resolved by the Delegates of the several Annual Conferences in 
the South and Soath-western State^, in General Convention assem- 
bled. That we cannot »anction the action of the late General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, on the subjecHpf slavery, by 
remaining under the ecclasiastical jnrisdictian of this body, without 
deep and lasting injury to the interests of the church and the coun- 
try ; we, therefore, hereby instruct the Committee on organization, 
that if, upon a carefn^ examination of the whole subject, they find that 
there is no reasonable ground to hope that the Northern majority will 
recede from their position and give some safe guaranty for the future 
security of our civil and ecclesiastical rights, that they report in favor 
of a separation from the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the said General 
Conference." 

The following day the Committee on organization, reported the an- 
nexed resolution which was sustained hy a vot« of 94 to 3. 

Be it resolved by the delegates of the several Annual Confer ences 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the slaveholding States, in Gen- 
eral Convention assembled: That it is right, expedient, and necessary 
to erect the annual Conferences, represented in this Convention, into 
a distinct ecclesidstical connection, separate from the jurisdiction of 
the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, as at pre- 
sent constituted ; and accordingly, we, the delegates of said Annual 
Conferences, acting under the provisional plan of eeparatiou adopted 
by the General Conference of 1844, do solemnly declare the jurisdic- 
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tion hitherto exercised over said Annual Conference?, by the General 
Conkrence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, entirely dissolved ; 
and that said Annunl Conferences shall be, und they hereby are con- 
stituted '•. separate cccletiia-iti nl connection, under the provisional 
plan of separation iifcr.said. and based upon the discipline of the 
Methodist Episcopal C'hurcl), oopiprehending the doctrines, and entire 
moral, ecclesiastical and economical rules and regulations of said dis- 
cipline, except only in ''o far as verbal alterations may be necessary 
to a distinct organization, and to be known by the style and title of 
the Methodist E. Church, Soutii." 

The denomination thus formed for the better security of Methodist 
slave-holders, embraced two li shop , Soule and Andrew, fifteen An- 
nual Conferences, and -133,2' 0 members, with 1813 ministers. 

Their histoi-y I do not ear« to trace. The facts now given, seemed 
to be associated indirectly with the events already given in detail, 
and were, therefore, reorded. 

During the interval from the General Conference of 1844, to the 
Louisville Convention, a highly iu'eresting discussion was carried on 
in the Northern Conferences. It related to the plan of separation. 
Various influences combined to prevent the Annual Conference adopt- 
ing the provision authorizing the Oen Conference to appropriate to 
*• other purposes" the funds of the Connection so as to give to thj 
South their share of the Book Concern an I Chartered Fund. 

The failure of this provision excited tlie indignation of the Couth, 
and rather hurried than impeded the issue. The action of the Louis- 
ville Convention was not really anticipated by the Northern Church. 
The bold unanimity was remaj kahle. It was however assumed by the 
official papers. North, that the people would not endorse the action of 
the ministry. AnJ every energy wat put. forth to p/event it. 

This was the origin of an exciting un I bitter controversy between 
the two sections of the church. Every inducement was held out by 
the official paper in New York city, to encourage the formation of fu- 
gitive societies through the South, to be attached to the Northern sec- 
tion of the church. But with the advantage of local influences and 
prejudioes, it was no hard task for the South to succeed in obtaining 
a unanimity almost unbroken in favor of the M. E. Church, South. 

In order to retain a large portion of the slaveholders on the border, 
every efiFort was made to allay their fear of being interfered with by 
the Abolitionists of the North. To this end it was asserted by Dr. 
Bond, Editor of the Christian Advocate, that they did >iot aim ilt mak- 
ing slave-holding a disqualiflcation for membership. 

Dr. Bond took a lour to New England, a journey of caquiry. He 
said in the Advocate, 1845 : 

" We had learned during our visit to Providence, New England, 
and Maine Conferences, that the membership, as well as the more effi- 
cient and useful of the ministers, longed for repose. They were weary 
of the longstrife of abolition controversy, and had resolved, if po88>ible, 
to prevent the agitation of the subject in the churches." 

♦ • - » 

" Upon the whole, we may confidently assure our brethren else- 
where, that BO furious ultraism, no rash and impracticable measures, 
t.re to be expected hereafter fVom our New England brethren. Wo 
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believe, tiiat excesses and extravagancies arc an likol^ to hv, rt hufeed 
by tlie present snuini opinions, good temper, and pioas feeling of tiio 
New England njinietry and mcuibership uh in ar.y other part of the 
Union." 

This was endorsed by the Editor of Zion'a Herald And as a guaran- 
tee of their viev.'s, the Providence Conference, of which the Editor is 
a member, adopted the following declarations : 

(From the Christian Advocate and Journal.) 

RESOLUTIONS OF THK TROVIDENCE CONFERENCE. 

J. " Resolved, That we are .satisfied with the discipline of the church 
lis it is on the subject of slavery ; and as we have never proposed an 
alteration in it, so neither do we now ; and tlutt, in conncciion with 
our brethren of the other conferences, T. e will ever abide by it. 

2. " Resolved, That we huve entire confidence in the Anti-Slavery 
character of our brethren of the Baltimore Conference ; that wo 
greatly rejoice that they stand, where they have ever stood, upon 
true Methodist ground ; that we deeply sympathize with them in all 
their trials which have arisen outof tlieir res dution to maintain their 
integrity ; and that we pledge ours{>lve3 to abide by them in their sup- 
port of Methodism, aa transmitted to us by ' the fathers.' 

A true copy, 

D. Patten, Jr , Sec. of Ccn 

The above resolutions were passed by a rising vote — only four votes 
in the negative. — Senior Editor " 

The Anti-Slavery charactei ">f " our brethren of the Baltimore Con- 
ference" may be known from the following sanction of the slave trade 
under " peculiar circumstances," which was adopted in 1887, and is 
law with them now : 

" That in all cases of administration under the general rule, in re- 
ference to buying and selling men. v;omen and ciiildren, &c.. it be 
and hereby is recommended to all committees, as the sense of this 
Conference, that said rule be taken, construed and understood. ?o as 
not to mike the guilt or innocence of the accused to depend on the 
simple fact of purchase or sale of any such slave or slaves, but upon 
the attendant circumstances of cruelty, injustice or inhumanity, on 
the one hand, or those of kind purposes or good intentions, on the 
other, under which the trans.ictions shall have been perpetuated ; and 
further, it is recommended that, in all such cases, the charge hf brought 
for immorality, and the circumstances be adduced as specifications 
under that charge." 

A further confirmation of the remark that eflForts were made to re- 
tain the slaveholders, the action of the Oneida Conference of 184r>, is 
cited. After saying " We ask for no change in discipline or funda- 
mental policy," it i% added, 

" And, finally, the sympathies of this Conference are most cordidlly 
tendered to those brethren, who, though beyond the proposed line of 
oeparation between the North and South, are still disposed to adhere 



to the Wutliodint Epittoopiil (Jliurcli ; aiul we lierehy pUslge them uny 
aid which circumtitancoH iiiii^ allow uw to render th. ui. 

It. A. EvDi , Secretiii'y of doiilereiico." 

[0. A. and Joui-nai. 
To ui)((ernt.(uiii fully the position of " those brethren," to whom 
" yynipiitliy" in so " cordially tendered," t)ie pastoral address of the 
I'liiliidelphia Oonference of 1847 is here iimerted. This coiifercuco 
eiDbraces pai t of Virginia and the whole of Delaware States, both 
Blaveholding. It explains itself. 

" PASTORAL ADDRESS 

OJ the Philadelphia Annual Conft'rence of the Af. E. Church, to the 
Societies under its care tinlhin the hounds oJ the J\orthamplon 
and Jlccomac Circuits {t^irginia.) 

If the plan of separation gives us the pastoral care of you, it remains 
to inquire wliether we have done anything as a conference, or I'.s men, 
to forfeit yjur confidence and affection. We are not advised that even 
hi the great excitement which has distressed you for some "riomha pust, 
any one has impeached our moral conduct, or charged us with un- 
soundness in doctrine, or corruption, or tyranny in the administration 
of discipline. But we learn thsit the simple cause of t'le unhappy ex- 
citement among you is, that some suspect us, or affect to suspeci, us, 
of beinj? Aboliiiouists. Vet no particular act of the conference, or 
any particular member thereof, is adduced as the ground of the erro- 
neous anil injurious suspicion. We would ask you, brethren, whether 
the conduct of our ministry among you for sixtj years past ought not 
to la sufficient to protect us from this charge Whether the q lestion 
Vr-c have been accustomed, for a few years past, to put to candidates 
fi;r admission among us, namely. Are you an abolitionist ? and with- 
out each one answered in the negative, he was not received, ought not 
to protect us from the charge. Whether the action of the last confer- 
ence ou this particular matter ought not to satisfy any fair and candid 
mind, that we do not desire to be abolitionists The ■^iews and pur- 
fosen of tin; last conference to which we refer were expressed in the 
words below, which we must believe have not been generally read in 
your community, or the apprehensions which have been so earnestly 
expressed would never have been entertained. The words of the con- 
ference are : — 

" The Committee, to whom was refer» ed a certain preamble and re- 
solution on the subject of slavery and abolition, recommend the fol- 
lowing Report : — 

" That we, the members of the Philadelphia Annuml Conference, are 
as much as ever convinced of the great evil of slavery ; but at the same 
time, we know our calling too well, to interfere with matters not pro- 
perly belonging to the christian ministry. We stand, in relation to 
slavery and aboli'i&n, where we always stood, and where we exp'^ct 
to stand. ' walking by the same rule, and minding the same things ;' 
and a«k that our action in the past may be taken as an index to our 
action in the future ; therefore, 

1 Resolved, That we will abide by the discipline of the Methodisi 
Episcopal Church as it is; and will resist every attempt to alter it in 
reference to slavery so as to change the terms of membership. 
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ti. HoHolved, That vre sincv^roly ileprwcute all agitalion of the excit- 
ing .subjtrla wiiioh liHva unhapjjily divided the ChiircU ; aiid inspresaad 
witli the viliil iiiipoi tance , t!.s|io.oiiilly for tliwoo times, of the a|)Ostolic 
iiijiMictiita, ' He iit pence aiiidiig youraelves,' we vrill, as far as lies iu 
ciur fniwer, ' follow peai, J with ull men, and holiaesu, without which 
uo iu:iu fhuU see the Loid.' 

Udou prei'juting thia pap«v to you, iu which we say, ' We stand in 
relation to nlavery and abolition where we have always stood,' it is 
})i-opi;r tiiat we Hhould reuiiiid you of the fact, that the provibions in 
the disi;iplitu! of the Methodist Episcopal Church, uud of the Methodist 
[•'■piscopal IMiurch, iSduth, with respect to slavery, are preciacly the 
the same, even to the very words. We cannot, therefore, see how we 
can be regarded as abolitionists without the ministers of the Metho- 
dist Kp'S':oi)al Church, South, being considered in the same light. We 
must indulge the hope, that when the facts and reasonings contained 
in this adili ess come to be known to you, and" to those among whom 
you live, reflection and truth will regain their wonted iiscendancy, 
and peace and confidence return to you- afflicted community. We 
would also say, that there are members of this conference who have 
from time to time given you the most conclusive evidence, b^ their 
public acts ar.d writings, that they are far from being abolitionists, 
and who with confidence and love abide in the conference of their 
early choice. 

In conclusion, brethren, allow us to assure you of our kindest re- 
gards, our tendest sympathy, and our earnest and continued prayers 
for you ; and to exhort you to use forbearance and prudence in your 
severe trials. We have confidence that you will stand fast, aad prove 
yourselves worthy in these your afflictions. We trust, in a short time 
jyou will have the presence, and spiritual comfort, and support of min- 
isters, such as you have been accustomed to esteem and reverence. 
And being fully apprized of your dtfiiculties, and carefuUj^ advised 
and admonisheu of their delicate anii arduous duties, we doubt not 
but that they will satisfy you by their conduct, of our kind and up- 
right intentions herein set forth to you. 

nishiug you all heavealy benedictions, we are, deftr brethren, 
yours, in Christ Jesus. 

J. P. DURBIN, 

J. Kennady. 
Ignatius T. Cooper. 
William H. Oilder. 
Joseph Castlk, 
Wihnin^u, Del. April 7, 1847," Committee. 

While one department of the efauroh was presenting this aspect, ano- 
ther was as efficiently operating to exhibit an aati-slarery pnase. and 
thereby retain the abolitionists. Of this class were some of the New 
England Conferences The Maine Conference for 1846, declared that 
' slaTebolding should be regarded as ». flagrant breach of the ^eoeral 
rules which require us to do no barm," &c as slaveholding is asso- 
ciated with criine of the highest class." And in 1847, this conference 
refused to concur with the Brie Conf. resolution, to alter the gene- 
ral rule on slavery, because of the " thorough anti-slavery oharactbr 
of the coQStitatioB of the Methodist £. Church, as it is." The N. Eng- 
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Ian I Conference of 1847, said that we oannot fellowship as a cbriatiaa 
any slaveholder, nor acknovrlodge an a sister church any organixa- 
tioa that directly permits or sanctions this sin in its members." ThiB 
body gave evidence of its purpose by electing to the General Confer- 
ence of 1848, several of its most radical anti-slaverj members. 

During the few months prior to the General Conference, which met 
at Pittsburgh, Pa., May 1, 1848, the Methodist press at the North was 
generally ocoupiod with dieoussing plans for disposing of the Book 
Concern property, so us to give the Sorth a portion. The first heat 
of intense strife having pasaed away, the sober second thought of most 
of those interested, prompted plans of com romise. Violent opposi- 
tion however was made to these plans, by some. 

But behind this property question, there was another, that affected 
the entire discussion. It was that of feilowshipping the Southern or- 
ganization as a Christian Church. Originally this was no part of the 
issue. No single voice was heard in the General Conference of 1844, 
to declare it was unchristian to hold slaves under any and every cir- 
cumstance. One from New Hampshire said so by mistake, but took it 
back next day, when Bishop Soule quoted it in some remarks. On 
the contrary, many voices were hiard pleading equivocally but surely 
for slave'^y, by requiring that Bishops only, should not hold slaves. 
This was the predominant feeling among those who represented 
the Northern Conferences. No one said in open Conference, " Let the 
South go," because of her slavery. But one was heard to say, with 
hearty responses following, " Let New England go," because of her 
abolitionism. No one wept for the slave. But many wept for the 
oppressors, loth to let them go, and earnes,tly prayed heaven to pre- 
vent it. 

Siace that time four years have rolled by. The onward march of 
truth has kept puce with time. The sentiments of many who had no 
voice in that Conference, has struggled upward, and claimed a hear- 
ing. Unequivocal declarations found way to the Methodist public 
at the North, denouncing fellowship with the Methodists, South. And 
with such, any plan recognizing their Christianity or Methodism as 
genuine, was defective and impracticable. The sentiment was dis- 
tinctly set forth in the reports on slavery, adopted by the New Eng- 
land, New Hampshire, Maine and Vermont Conferences. 

The influence exerted on the General Conference and the position 
it assumed consequently, will be beet known by sketching briefly its 
recent proceedings. 

At the opening of the Gen. Conference in Pittsbnrgh, Bishop Uedding 
expressed himself " deeply concerned because they had great ques- 
tions before tham — as great as they ever had — ^perhaps greater than 
they ever had." This solicitude was responded to the first day, by a 
motion to appoint a committee " on the State of the Church," to con- 
sist of two from each delegation — forty-six in all. The peculiarity of 
the occasion, and the interests involved," were urged suocessfally in 
' favor of so large a committee. Its object was stated by Dr. Durbin to 
be, " to gather up and harmonize views, rather than transact bosi- 
ness " 

The Committee bad occasion immediately to meet and deliberatt. 
For, on the third day of the General Conference, memorials wore pre- 
sented^rou ▼arions statioss and cixouits iu Keatackyt Miasoftri and 



14 



REJECTION OF DR. PIERCE. 



ArltAnsas, asking to be supplied with pastors from thf Church, North. 
By a singular coincidence, on the same day Dr. L. Pierce, repreeen- 
t&tiye of the Church, South, furnished through the presitfent, a com- 
munication, " asking whether the General Conference was willing to 
receive him, and reciprocate fraternal relations with the Church, 
South. Dr. Pierce with Dr. Bascom and Rev. C. B. Parsons, had been 
Appointed Commiesioners by the General Conference of the Church, 
South, to treat on this and other subjeots with their brethren of the 
North." 

Two days after this, Dr. Peck, from the committee on the state of 
the Church, reported the following preamble and resolution : 

'* Whereas, a letter from Rev. L. Pierce, D. D., delegate of the Me- 
thodist E. Church, South, proposing fraternal relations between the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the Methodist E. Church, South, has 
been presented to this Conference, and whereas there are serious ques- 
tions and diflSculties existing between the two bodies ; therefore, 

*' Resolved, That while we tender to the Rev. Dr. Pierce all per- 
sonal courtesies, and invite him to attend our sessions, this General 
Conference does not consider it proper, ai present, to enter into frater- 
nal relations with the Methodist £. Church, South. 

(Signed) G. Pick, Ch'n.* 

But to prevent the supposition that Dr. Pierce's slaveholding, or 
his relation to a slaveholding Church, was any barrier to the most in- 
timate fellowship, Dr. Peck added, 

" But, on all hands, by all the speakers, the kindest depressions 
were used in relation to our respected friend and brother Dr. Pierce, 
as a man, as a christian, and a christian minister, the committee were 
prepared to accord to him all due respect." 



• The fidltor of Zion'g Herald, In his own eolumaii, and on the Oeneral Confer 
enee floor, insisted that the " Serious qneations" in tho preamble, referred to SUto 
ry. Thia was disclaimed br others at the time of its adoption. Subsequently, the 
Southern papers quoted this construction of the language as an ar^^umoDt at the 
South; whereupon. Dr. Peek, who was Chairman of the Committee that reported 
the lan){UBge referred to. ao-.r editor of the Christian Adfocate, New- York city, 
denied, most nnequlToeally, that it had any such application, or was properly con- 
strued to mean anything about Slavery. 

The difficulty was two elements frtre at war. The anti-flarery and the pro-f Hreiy 
parties in the M. E. Church, each aimed to construe ft as best suited the lati- 
tude of their location. But the most palpable cvIdeBoe of a fraternal feeling, be- 
twtsn these Southern champions' of Slavenr and tbeir Northern allies, is giren by 
the editor of the Pittsburgh Advocate, in bis dai^y of May 9, 184S. Speaking oi! tho 
serrices on the previous Sabbath, he says— 

" At the close of the sermon, the venerable Bishop H«ddlng commenced tl»« 
solemn services of the Lord's Supper, and after singing a hymn, descended frob 
the pulpit, and afifectiooately Invited Bishop Soule, (senior Bishop of the M. E. 
Church, South.) who was in the congregation, to kneel with him at the sacramental' 
table. All difference* were, for the moment, forgotten, and we felt, indeed, that we 
were come, in spirit, in the words of the text. ' unto Mount Sion, and unto the uity 
of the living God. the heavenly Jerusalem.' Bishop Hedding gave vent to the 
duep emotions of his soul in expressions of heavenly joy and living faith. 

Tbi> flrst two tables were occupied by preachers, of which there were large num 
bers present, and among whom we rejoiced to «ee Dr. Fierce, of Georgia ; and while 
the venerable fathers' of the Church, waited npoa theac ierrtMi mftxu aholy «iio> 
tM> reat«d spoB tlie assNsUy ofSOad>R'people.» 
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This report yras ameaded on motion of Dr. Tomlineon, by adding, 

"Provided, however, that nothing in this resolution shall be so con- 
strued as to operate as a bar to any propositions from Dr. Pierce, or 
any other representative of the Methodist E. Church, South, towards 
the settlement ot existing difficulties between that body and this." 

The next day. May 6, a motion was made .and prevailed, admitting 
Dr. Pierce within the bar of the Conference ; and the Dr. was by vote 
furnished with a copy of this resolution. Thus oflf-setting practically 
their previous action. 

The next step in the proceedings of this Committee, was «he presen- 
tation of the following report : 

" The committee on the state of the Church, respectfully beg leaxe 
to present a further report, in part, and to recommend to the General 
Conference the adoption of the following resolution : — 

" Resolved, That the Bishops of the Methodist E. Church be, and 
they are hereby respectfully requested to furnish to this Gen. Confer- 
ence, a statement in writing of the instances in which they consider 
that the plan contingently provided by the last General Conference 
hp^ been violated by the anthorities of the Methodist E. Church, South, 
by sending ministers, and organizing societies within the bounds of 
the territory of this Conference. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Geo. Peck, Chairman, 

The indications thns far promised so little for the South, that Dr. 
Pierce addressed the General Conference aa foUovrs : 

" To the Bishops and Membert of the General Conference of the 
M. E. Church. 

Rev. and De^r Brkthrkn — I hare received two extracts from 
your jonrnal of the 4th and 5th inst. From these extracts I learn you 
decline recognizinir me in my proper character as the accredited dele- 
gate of th.« M. B. Church, South, and only invite me to a seat within 
the bar, as due to me on account of my private and personal merit.8. 
These considerations I shall appreciate, and will reciprocate them with 
you in al! the private walks of christian and social life. But within 
the bar of the General Conference I can only be known in my official 
character. 

You will therefore regard this communication as final, on the part 
of the M E. Church, South. She can never renew the offer of frater- 
nal relations between the two great bodies of Wesleyan Methodists in 
the United States. But the proposition can be renewed at any time, 
either now or hereafter, by the M. E. Church. And if ever made upon 
the basis of the Plan of Separation, as adopted by the General Confer* 
cnce of 1844, the Church, South, will cordially entertain the proposi- 
tion. 

With sentiments of deep regret, and with feelings of disappointed 
hope, I am yours, in christian fellowship. 

L. Pierce. 
Delegate from the M. £. Church, South 

Pittaburgh, May 9, 1848." 
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Aoeompanying this were hie oredentials as a delegate from th« 
General Conference of the Methodist E. Church, South. 

After this a aeries of resolutions were adopted on the presentation 
of a report on the memorials before named, affirming : First — The 
General Conference has no power to effect, authorize, or sanction, a 
division of the Church — yeas 140, nays 2. Second — Membership in the 
Church can only be forfeited by a violation of its rules — yeas 140, 
nays 6. Third — Any act of the Church otherwise separating members 
from it, contravenes their constitutional rights and privileges — yeas 
142, n^3 6. Fourth — The report of the Select Committee of nine, 
adopted by the last General Conference for reasons specified in detail, 
is hereby declared null and void — yeas 133, nays 9. 

The final action was had on this subject, on Monday May 29, on 
motion of D. Curry and M. Simpson. In subi-tance ibis : WhereM 
the proposed change in the sixth restrictive rule has not been concur- 
red in, and whereas the thirteen Conference? in the slaveholding 
States have formed a separate connection, and appointed three com- 
missioners to present and ndjust their claim on the fund of the Book 
Concern of the Methodist E. Church, and whereas we desire an ami- 
cable adjustment of this difficulty, therefore, resolved. First — To au- 
thorise the Book Agents to submit said claims to arbitration, if con- 
sistent with their corporate powers ; yeas 74, nays 70. Second — If 
not consistent therewith, and a suit fet law is commenced by the South, 
said agents are authorized to offer an adjustment by a legal arbitr 
tion, under the authority of the court ; yeas 96, nays 47. Third — if 
BO suit is commenced it-was recommended to the Annual Conferences 
80 far to suspend the sixth restrictive rule, so as to authorize the 
Book Agents to submit said claims to arbitrators ; yeas 100, nays 42. 

After the adjournment of the General Conference at Pittsburgh, 
distinguished legal gentlemen were consulted on the propriety of 
submitting the matters, at issue, to arbitration, as instructed. The 
opinion, however, was unfavorable. The Commissioners of the Church, 
South, were informed, by those acting for the Book-room at New- 
York, that it was deemed beyond the precincts of their corporate 

Eowor. Immediately following this announcement, by authority, the 
ommissioners, of the Church. South, commenced preparations for a 
l^al suit, for their share of the property, held in trnst for the M. £. 
Cborch, in the United States of t merica. 

Thus fftr, has the finger of time pointed out the events subsequent 
to secession, and, to some extent, dependent thereupon. . The future 
is unknown. Yet coming time will show still greater things than 
these, in relation to the gre>«t ^tru^gle traced in these pages, between 
the contending elements of fr<'ed\im ard slavery. To narrato tho 
f^.ots, without ssiuming to explain their philosophy, has been the aim 
of the writer. Having arriveil at thie last in the series, thus far de- 
veloped, the author concludes without further remarks ; presuming 
that the reader is as much pleased to lay down the book, as h« is to 
pat aside the pen. 



